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T HE knights hofpitallers that had taken refuge 
in the ifleof Cyprus, uncertain of 
their fate, deftitute of houfes to 
dwell in, and of any thing to fubfifl on, 
dripped of their ali, and mod of them 
very much wounded, looked upon them- 
felves in that ftrange country as in a date of banifh- 
ment : they all upbraided themlelves for having out- 
lived their brethren : hope it(elf,the lad flattering com- 
fort of the milerable, failed them, and death, which daily 
carried off fome or other of the wounded, made advan-^ 
ces too flow for their wifhes. 

In this milerable fituation, the grand mader, to pre- 
vent tbe extinction of his order in the Levant, lent a 
Vol. II. A gene- 
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general fummons to the hofpitallers that were difpcrftrd 
in mod of the provinces of Chridendom. Their or- 
ders were to come to Limillb, where the grand ma- 
iler had, by the fame citation, called a general chap- 
ter, to confider, in this melancholy jun&urc, what 
meafurcs the order diould take with regard to its fettle- 
metit. 

Soon as thele orders arrived in Europe, the knights 
were every where in motion. They all readily quitted 
their country, their commandries, or the houles of their 
relations ; no excule was made for want of money or of 
health; no body was mean enough to have recourfe-to 
pretexts fo unworthy of their charafter. The old as 
well as young flocked to the fea fide ; the ports were 
crowded with them, all driving with equal eagernefs 
to find opportunities of ernbarking. Such as went off 
firfl: thought themfelves the happied ; and, notwith- 
lhnding the didance of the places that they came 
from, they arrived foon one . after another in the ports 
of Cyprus. 

The ifland of Cyprus, which we ffcall have frequent 
occafion to mention in this work, is one of the moll 
confiderable of the Aliatic ides, and Gtuated in the Car- 
pathian lea, in the further part of the Mediterranean, 
oppolite to the coads of Pamphilia aud Cilicia, or Ca- 
ramania,as it is now called. The gulph of IlTus, call- 
ed by the Italians Golfo di Lajazzo, walhes it on the 
ead, the. Egyptian fea on the fouth, Pamphilia on the 
wed, and this famous ifle is hardly above forty leagues 
from Paledine, or the Holy Land. 

It was fird governed by certain tyrants that afTumed 
a fovereignty over it : then the kings of Egypt reduc- 
ed it under their dominion : they were afterwards dif- 
podeded by the Romans, the tyrants of well nigh all 
the known world ; and the Greeks, at lad, fucceeded to 
the Romans. Theide of Cyprus made part of the em- 
pire of Condantinoplc : it was taken by the Mahometan 
Arabians, in the reign of the caliph Ofinan, and the 
empire of Heraclius, but the Greeks afterwards recover- 
ed it. Richard Cceur de Lion, king of England, in 


John deVii. lie rs G rand Mafter. 3 

his paffage to the Holy Land, conquered it, driving 
out Ifaac Comnenus, who being the governor, had fetr 
himfelf up for fovereign of the ifland j and, it may be 
remcmbered,wh?t we already ob1erved,that the Englifh 
monarch fold it immediately to the templars, which or- 
der was then as rich and powerful as many fovereigns ; 
but that the differences between the Greek and Latin 
churches occafioning continual /editions, they had 
given up their right to Guy de Lufignan. 

’Tis neceflary to obferve further a , that this crown 
fell by fuccelfion to Arnaury his brother, who left it to 
Eis fon Hugh 1 . father of Henry I. his fucceffur. He 
was father to Hugh II. who died young, and without 
ilfue ; another Hugh, his coufin gernun, defeended 
from the brave Normans, that drove the Sara- 
zens out of Calabria, Apulia and Sicily, and 1604. 
whole father had married Henry’s filler, luc- 
ceeded him in the throne, and, to make himfelf more 
agreeable to the Cypriots b , took the fimame ofLufig- 
nan. John his Ion inherited the crown after him, and 
left it to Henry II. who gave the hofpitallers and temp- 
lars this reception in his ifland. 

Such was the (late of the ifle of Cyprus, when the 
fummons fent by the grand mafter to all part* of Chri- 
ftendom, fpread every where the news of the taking of 
Sr. John d’Acre by the infidels, the entire expulfion of 
the Chriftians out of Paleftine, and the almoft irreparable 
lofles fullained by the hofpitallers and templars in the 
defence of that place. 

Pope Nicholas IV. was then on the throne of St. 
Peter. This pontiff, at the melancholy news, feemed in 
a terrible confirmation, and di (patched exprefles into 
all parts to give advice of it to the Chriftian princes. 
By his order, and with their con fent, feveral provinci- 
al councils were held, to confider of the moft ready and 
effectual means to recover the Holy Land, and every 
A 2 metro- 
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metropolitan lent him afterwards the refult of their de- 
bates in thefe alJemblies. 

It appears from the accounts and journals of thefe 
councils, that the fum of their opinions generally was 
to defire the pope to ufe his good offices with the prin- 
ces of Chrillendom * that were at war with one ano- 
inei, to perfj ade them to end their differences by a fo- 
iid an dj ading peace, or at lead by a long truce, that 
they might be in a condition to unite their forces, and 
turn their arras in concert againil the infidels. They 
observed particularly to the pontiff, that he ought to 
cpply to Philip the fair, who was then upon the throne 
of 1 ranee, and the mod potent monarch ill Chriden-- 
dom, and exhort him to put himfelf at the head of fo 
holy an enterprise ; and that it would be proper at the 
/ame time to renew the prohibitions of the councils of 
Late ran and Lyons againd iupplying the infidels with 
arms b . In fine, as experience furniffied abundant 
grounds of apprehenfion, that the old antipathy might 
again break out between the hofpitallers and templars, 
they propofed to the pope to unite thole two military 
orders e , to make them but one body, and put them, 
under the lame head ; and that for preventing the ca- 
bals cni intrigues -that are but too common in elections, 
the giaid mailer lhould not be chofen by the votes of 
the knights, but, in cale of a vacancy, the pope and 
his fuccelfors ffiould have the foie right of naming that 
fuperior. 

Pursuant to thefe feveral propofals, the pope dif- 
patched away legates and nuncios to mod of the wed- 
ern princes, to engage them to put a fpeedy end to 
their particular wars, and remove that obdacle to a ge- 
neral crufade. He did not fail to have it reprefented in 
particular to Philip the Fair, that the other fovereigns 
of Europe had their eyes fixed upon him, in order to 
make his condudl the rule of their own; and that if he 
put on the crols, he might be allured that thofe princes 

by 
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by his example, would do the fame ; and, befides ihc 
merit of fo pious an enterprife, he would have the glory 
of appearing like a king of kings, and at the head of 
mcft of the inonarchs of Chriftendom. 

But Philip, a prince of fblid judgment, was not 
eafily caught with lucli flatteries, being well fatisfied,^ 
that his fir ft duty was to take care of the government of 
his own kingdom. The pope, not receiving an anfwer 
fin table to his expeditions, wrote back to him, that if 
the affairs of his kingdom neceflarily detained him in 
Europe, the leaf! he could do, in order to defray the 
ex pence of the expedition, was to pay the money which 
Philip III. his father had levied upon the clergy of his 
dominions, under pretence of a like crufade, which 
defign notwithftanding was never put in execution. 
The ftlence of hiftorians, with regard to this fecond 
letter, fnews plainly enough that it had no liiccefs. 

The pope’s application was not confined to princes 
in communion with the church of Rome. As in this 
projedt of a new league, the defign was to recover the 
holy places, which were equally reverenced byallChri- 
ftians, whether Greek or Latin, and as well of the 
former as the latter communion a , he wrote upon that 
occafion to AndronicusPaleologus, emperor ofConftan- 
tinople, to John Comnenus, emperor of Trebizunde, 
and to the kings of Armenia, Iberia and Georgia, 
though all of them fchifmatics, and obfervers of the 
Greek rites. 

The pope, to raife up new enemies againft the Sa- 
rnzens, carried his views as far as the remoteft part of 
Peril a ; and hearing, that a Tartar defended from 
Genchiczan, called Argon, though a Pagan and an 
idolater, had yet no averSon to the Chriftians, he lent 
two FrancHcan friars on an embaffy to him b , to ufe their 
endeavours as well for his converfjon, as to engage 
him to fall upon that part of Syria, which adjoins to 
A 3 Peifia, 
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Perfia, whilft the Chriftians attacked Paleftine a . But 
the two friars found that prince was dead the year be- 
fore. 

Thus ended all the endeavours of this pope, who, 
during the liege of St.John d’Acre, would never con- 
tribute any thing out of his own treafure for the relief 
of the befieged. The meafurcs that he took afterwards, 
and his many embaffies, which made a great noife, but 
had little folidity or fignificancy in them, were all like- 
wile difconcei ted by his death ; and the difficulty of 
uniting fo many princes of different religions, or of op- 
polite interefts, occalioned the project of a crulade to 
mi fcarry under his fucceffor. There was not a prince 
that engaged in it, and all the weftern Chriftians con- 
tinued in a lamentable indifference for the recovery of 
the Holy Land. The hofpitallers alone had differ- 
ent fentiments, and, in obedience to the grand ma- 
iler’s order, had already repaired to Limiffo in the ifle 
of Cyprus. 

The grand mafter foon after called a general chap- 
ter. Never fince the foundation of the order was there 
feen an affembly compoled of fuch a number of knights 
of different countries ; the whole order in a manner 
had tranfported itfelf to Cyprus. The grand mafter 
appeared in the affembly with a countenance melan- 
choly indeed, but (till carrying in it that air of gran- 
deur which virtue gives, and the greateft calamities 
cannot dejc<ft : and, directing his dilcourle particularly 
to the knights newly, arrived from the weft, “ Your 
4< diligence, lays he to them, in oblerving our orders, 
4< and the courage that leeins to animate you, convince 
4 4 me, in fpite of all our Ioffes, that there are ftill true 
“ hofpitallers in the world capable of repairing them. 
4i Jerufalem, my dear brethren, is fallen; fallen, as 
iC you know, under the tyranny of infidels. A barba- 
4C ous but formidable power has forced us by degrees 
4( to abandon the Holy Land. For more than an age 
4 ‘ paft we have been obliged to fight as many battles 
“ as we have defended places. St. John d’Acre is a 
#< late witnefs of our laft efforts; and almoft all our 

“ knights 
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u knights lie buried in its ruins. ’Tis for you to fup- 
i( ply their places; , tis from your valour that we ex- 
a pedl our return into the Holy Land, and you carry 
<c in your hands the lives, the fortunes, and the liber- 
<c ty of your brethren, not of the order only, but of 
“ the vatt number of Chriftians that are now groaning 
4( under the chains of the infidels. ” 

The fenior commanders made anfwer, in the affem- 
bly’s name,, to this moving difcour/e, by a generous de- 
claration, that they would facrifice their lives to deli- 
ver the Holy Land from the tyranny of the barbarians; 
whiltt, from the eyes of the younger knights, there 
dreamed down floods of tears, warm, as the impati- 
ence which inflamed that gallant body of youth, to 
take vengeance on the Sarazens. But as it was necefl- 
fary, before they entered on a war, to regulate the 
form of their new fettlement, the flifr point under con- 
lideration was to fix a place for the refidence of the or- 
der. 

The king of Cyprus had afligned them LimifTo, an 
antient city, dignified with an epilcopal fee, and fituated 
on the foutn coaft of the ifland : but the Arabian and 
Sarazen corfairs had demolifhed it before that time. It 
was then a large open town, without any defence but 
a cattle in the middle of it, which was tolerably well 
fortified, and provided to oppofe the landing and de- 
fcents of the corfairs. Some knights, that thought 
themfelves too much flraitned in this place, propofed to 
retire to fome port of Italy ; but the grand matter, and 
principal perfons of the order, reje&ed the morion with 
indignation : they reprefented, that their obligations, 
and the very d'efigirof their inftitution, did not allow 
them to remove out of the neighbourhood of the Hcly 
Land, and that they ought always to be within reach 
of improving fuch opportunities as might offer for the 
making a new attempt there. This fentiment was re- 
ceived with general applaufe, and it was made a fort 
of ftanding rule and ftatute of the order for e\er. 
Though the town did not afford lodgings for all rhe 
knights, vet the grand matter’s firft care was to provide 
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apartments for the poor and pilgrims ; and in a very 
fliort time after, they refumed all the functions ofhofpi- 
tality. With regard to the knights and military friars, 
it was relolvcd to fit out immediately the Ihips ol the 
order, which had ferved to tranfport the knights from* 
Paleftine or Europe to the id e of Cyprus, and to make 
ule of them for convoying pilgrims, who, notwithftand- 
ing the lofs of Jerufalem, continued dill to vifit the ho- 
ly°phces, as they were uled to do before the fird cru- 
lade, paying the infidels the ordinary tribute, which 
they demanded at the gates of the city. 

In a lhort time they had fitted out, in feveral ports 
of the ifland, a confiderable number ofimall veffels of 
different bulk, which, putting to fea in the tifual fea- 
fons, i. e. at the latter end of March and Auguil, coaft- 
ed along Europe, to take up pilgrims ; and, out of 
the fame charitable difpofition, brought them back a- 
gain into their own country. Some infidel corfairs, 
which ufed to make a common prey of the pilgrims, 
fell upon thele firft veffels of the order, but found in 
thole that manned them, a valour and oppofmon they 
had never experienced before. Several of thefe rovers 
were taken by the hofpitallers, who frequently return- 
ed to Cyprus with confiderable prizes, particularly of 
the Ihips belonging to the foldan of Egypt, their de- 
clared enemy. Thele prizes inlenfibly augmented the 
number of veffels they put to lea. They built feveral 
gallies afterwards, and lome (hips, fo that in a little 
time confiderable fquadrons fet fail from the ports oi 
Cyprus, and the flag of St.John at lali commanded re- 
ipeft all over the Mediterranean. 

Such was the beginning of the naval armaments of 
the order of St.John of Jerufalem. The lofs of Acre, 
and their being driven to a retreat in the ifle of Cyprus, 
forced the hoipitallers, for the ex ere i fie of their courage, 
to take to the fea ; and perhaps the great fucceffes they 
have li nee had for the fpace of four hundred years, 
and the infinite number of Chriftians which they have 
either faved or delivered from an horrid flavery, may 
be thought to have made the order abundant amends 
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for the lofs offuch a number of knights as fell in the 
defence of St.John dkXcre. 

MeleoSer aph, the foldan that had reduced E- 
gypt, incen'ed at the prizes which the hofpitallers took 
from his fubje<ft$, and at feeing an order revive as it 
were, which he thought he had entirely deftroyed, re- 
lieved to purfue the remains of it, and drive them from 
the ille of Cyprus. He fitted out a great fleet, with 
land’forces on board ; but civil wars breaking out in 
his own dominions, he was neceflarily detained there, 
and the death of that prince, who was killed in a battle 
that he loft againft the rebels, delivered the hofpitallers 
and templars from the danger of a liege, in a place 
that was open on all tides, and, excepting the caftle, 
had no other fortification but the bravery of thofe 
knights. 

The grand mafter, to prevent the like defign from 
hleiec-Nazer, fuccefTor to Seraph, defired leave of the 
king of Cyprus to fortify LimifTo, and obtained it eafi- 
ly from a prince who could part with any thing but his 
money ; and the hofpitallers laid out what they had in 
railing fome baftions of earth towards the lea. The 
grand mafter applied himfelf afterwards- to reftore the 
original difcipline, which, by the continual exercife of 
arms, by a leries of engagements, by cruifings and 
plunder, had been very much weakened and impair- 
ed. 

Most of the knights, growing rich by the prizes 
which they took from the infidels, inftead of paying in 
the produce, as they ought, to the treafury of the or- 
der, appropriated it to themfelves, and fpent it general- 
ly in luxury. Finding rich fluffs among their prizes, 
they began to drefs themfelves beyond what was fuit- 
able to the character of religious. The delicacy of 
their tables was equal to the richnefs of their cloaths. 
The expence they were at in horfes anfwered to their 
other extravagance, and the dangerous air of an ifland, 
which blind paganifin had confederated to Venus, made 
unhappy imprelfionson the youth of the order; nay it was 
loon notorious; that feveral hofpitallers had run in debt 
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tofupportfo fcandalous anexpcnce. Meantime, another 
abufe prevailed in the provinces on this fide the Tea; the 
priors, during the laft wars of the Holy Land, having 
ulbrped the prerogative of giving the habit and crofs 
of the order to novices, without making due enquiries 
into their birth, or fufficiently examining whether they 
were truly called to it ; a practice, which would foon 
have brought this illuttrious order into contempt. 

To reform thefe abuies, two general chapters were 
held. In the firft an order was made, that no 
I 292. military holpilaller fhould have more than three 
great horles for himlelf, or ride with gold or 
(liver furniture ; and, by another ttatute, the priors 
were exprefsly forbid to admit any novice, without a 
eommiffion from the grand matter. But an exception 
was made with regard to the bailiages of Spain, where 
the order would have been foon deftroyed, if, to fup- 
ply the continual Ioffes they (uftained againtt the Moors- 
of Granada, they could not have received a new knight 
till a brevet or commiflion came from the grand ma- 
tter, whole ordinary refidence was in fo remote a coun- 
try, and who might frequently be at fea, or ehgaged 
in fome enterprise againtt the infidels. 

Twas in thelecond general chapter that they made 
a regulation, which appeared very neceflary 
1293. with regard to the private debts that the knights 
left at their death. It was ordered, that they 
fhould be difeharged out of the fale of their equipage, 
and if that was not fuflicient to pay the whole, the re- 
ttdue fhould be railed out of the fund which every 
knight afligned for the fervice of the order, either at 
his admiflion into it, or out of fuch particular donati- 
ons as were made him afterwards, the life of which he 
enjoyed for his life ; regulations, all of which luppole 
the abuies we have now been fpeaking of, and which 
they defigned to redrefs by thefe new ttatutes. 

This relaxation in the regular difeipline arofe part- 
ly from the ftate of the univerlal church at that time. 
It had, for above two years before, been without a vi- 
able head. The fovereign pontiffs had always kept a 
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Vigilant eye upon the conduct of the hofpitallers. Dur- 
ing the vacancy of the holy lee, no notice could beta- 
ken of the abuies which riches introduced into the or- 
der. At length the cardinals, who, for twenty-feven 
months together, through an obftinacy not very edi- 
fying, coukl not agree in the choice of a 
pope, determined at lad in favour of a re- July 5th* 
clufe, called Peter de Mourhon,* highly 1 294. 
edeemed for his eminent piety, and who af- 
terwards founded a particular congregation of monks, 
known by the name ofCeledines. The cardinals lent 
him the indrument of his election by Bernault deGout, 
archbifliop of Lyons, accompanied with four other de- 
puties, Cardinal Peter Colonna going likeways of his 
own voluntary motion along with them. Thefe depu- 
ties found the holy monk fhut up in a little cell, built 
on the top of a mountain, near the city of Sulmo, in 
the kingdom of Naples. There was in it a fmall win- 
dow with bars before it, from which he talked to all 
that, drawn by the fame of his virtues, came to confult 
him about the lured way of attaining to Chridian per- 
fection. Thefe deputies of the conclave faw through 
the grate a venerable old man, about feventy-two 
years old, pale and wan, emaciated by a condant 
courfe of auderities, his hair daring, his beard long 
and uncouth, and his eyes fwoln with the tears that he 
died continually in his prayers. The archbifhop of 
Lyons, prefenting him the indrument of his election, 
told him, that he was chofen unanimoufly in the con- 
clave to be head of the church, and conjured him, in 
the name of God, to fubmit to his vocation, and give 
his aflent readily to a choice fo neceffary for Chriftiani- 
ty, fence the long vacancy of the holy fee. The holy 
man prodrated himfelf on the ground, and, after con- 
tinuing a confederate time in prayer, he rofe up, and, 
fearing to oppofe the will of God, conlented to his e- 
leCtion, and was afterwards confecrated at Aquila, a 
-town of Abruzzo, by the name of Celedine V. 

The 
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The new pope, as foon as he was feated In the 
chair of St. Peter, gave the order of St.John proofs 
of his vigilancy in regard to their conduct and demea- 
nour. He exhorted them in the warmeft, and withal 
in the mod: moving terms, to refleft upon the religious 
profeffion they had embraced, and the folemn vows 
they had made at the altar; and, to fupply them with 
temporal fuccours, as well as fpiritual, the holy pon- 
tiff, confidering that thole knights, in defending the 
Holy Land, had loft all the effects and polFefTions that 
their order enjoyed there, lent a bull to the grand ma- 
tter by which, in conftderation of thofe lofTes and their 
fervlces, he exempts them for the future from paying 
their fhare of certain contributions, which the popes, 
the college of cardinals, and the legates efpecially, ex- 
acted all over the diftritt of theirlegatine authority, in 
a manner entirely arbitrary, and oftentimes at the ex- 
pence of the ornaments and facred veftels of the church. 

This was not the only abufe that the holy pope had 
a mind to reform ; but he found lb many obftacles in 
his way, and was moreover fo lenfible of his own little 
capacity for government, that he readily gave ear to 
the fuggeftions of fome cardinals, who, taking advan- 
tage of the tenderneis of his coiifcience, exaggerated 
to him the obligations and dangers of the papal digni- 
ty, in hopes offucceeding him in it. 

It is even faid, that cardinal Cajetan, who afpired to 
the popedom, fpared neither artifices nor impottures to 
perfuade the holy man to abdicate his dignity, and that 
he fuborned a rafeal to counterfeit an angel of light, 
and order him, in the name of God, and under pain of 
damnation, to return to his cell. 

Celestine, who was a weak man, took the voice 
of an impottor for that of heaven, and befides, he chofe 
rather to return to the private condition of a monk, 
than continue any longer in a dignity, where he was 
not allowed to do the good he wiihed, and hinder the 
evil he could noc bear, h fine, whether it was infpi- 
vation, or diftatte for a court where politicks then got 
the better of the maxims of the gofpcl, he propoted 

him felt 
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himfelf, and made his own abdication a in a full con* 
(iftory, with a magnanimity, of which there had ne- 
ver been an inftance before, nor perhaps will be here- 
after. Cardinal Cajetan, who had taken all poflible 
meafures to facilitate the acceptance of his refignation, 
reaped the fruits of it in the next conclave, and, by the 
help of his cabal, was railed to the height of his wifhes, 
and inverted with that eminent dignity. He 
took the name of Boniface VIII. Hewas learn- 1294. 
ed in the civil and canon law, an excellent 
politician, and a confummate ftatefman, but of an un- 
meafurable ambition, covetous, revengeful and cruel ; 
and, during all the time of his pontificate, was wholly 
taken up with the chimerical project of uniting the tem- 
poral and fpiritual fwords, and employing the authority 
he was inverted with, which was purely fpiritual, to ac- 
quire, under one pretext or other, a temporal dominion 
over the territories of all Chrirtian princes ; fuch was 
his ambition, a paflion to which his predecefTor fell 
the firrt iacrifice. 

Celestine, by his abdication, becoming again 
brother Peter de Mourhon, flattered himfelf that he 
had fhaken oft all fetters, and recovered his liberty. 
The good man was for making no other ufe of it, but 
to chufe a defart where he might pafs the reft of his 
days a ftranger to all the world ; but Boniface, for fear 
fome new fcruple ftiould make him revoke his refigna- 
tion, ordered him to be apprehended, and, to difeover 
the moftlecret difpofitions of his prifoner, obliged him 
to come to confefTion to himfelf. The pious reclufe’s 
declarations, though made with the utmort fincetity, 

Vol. II. B were 

* Ego Celeftinus papa quintus, motus ex legitimis caufis, id eft, 
causa humiliratis, melioris vitae Sc confcientiae ill aefae, debilitate 
corporis, defedtu feientia?, Sc malignitate populi, Sc infirmitate 
perfonae 5 Sc ut pneteritae confolationis vitae pofiim reparare quie- 
tem, fponte ac libere cedo papatui., Sc exprefse renuntio loco Sc 
dignitati, oneri & honori ; dans plenam Sc liberam facultatem ex 
nunc fat.io cetui cardinalium eligendi Sc providendi duntaxat cs- 
nonice univeifali ecclefitf de paftorc. jBo£o, t. 2.]. i.p. j. Rai- 
nald. num. 23. 
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were not fufiicient to remove his fears ; and it is report- 
ed, that, to rid himfelf entirely of this uneafinefs, he 
got him difpatched by ill ufage. He fhut him up like 
a criminal in a hideous dungeon, and lo very narrow, 
that there was not room enough to put a forry bed into 
it. The barbarous jailors that watched him narrowly, 
as loon as ever he had doled his eyes to take a little 
reft, interrupted his deep, and, by this barbarous de- 
vice, foon put an end to the poor remainder of his life. 
The pope, by this inhuman conduct, made himfelf o- 
dious to all good men. There was a fort of prophecy 
about that time current in the world, in which Cele- 
ftine, fpeaking of his fucceftor, and the tricks he had 
uled to arrive at the papacy, is made to fay, “ Thou 
u art got upon the throne of St. Peter like a fox ; thou 
“ (halt reign like a lion, and die like a dog.” But 
it is very probable, that this prophecy, like abundance 
of others, was not invented till after the events hap- 
pened. 

Ho we v er this be, Boniface, who fancied himfelf 
as much a fucceftor of the Caefars as of St. Peter, was 
no fooner feated in his pontifical chair, than he profef- 
ied a particular affe&ion for the hofpitallers and tem- 
plars. He knew very well, that thele two bodies were 
compofed, at leaft in the main, of gentlemen and brave 
warriors, and he omitted neither an open and avowed 
proteCHon, nor favours, nor benefits, to engage them in 
a ftrifter adherence to the holy lee, and his particular 
jnterefts. 

The hofpitallers of St. John were the firft that ex- 
perienced the efteCts of his protection. The kings of 
England and Portugal, after the lofs of the Holy Land, 
pretended that the hofpitallers, who had commandries 
in their territories, had no right to fend the revenues 
thereof abroad, and remit them to the Levant, preten- 
fions of a dangerous example, and which might have 
terrible confequences, by their influence on other mo- 
narchs of Chriftendom. 

The two kings we are fpeaking of went fo far as 
to ftop this money, and fequeftrate it ; and, to juftify 

their 
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their conduct, they gave out, that the commandries of 
the order, being founded in their dominions by the 
kings their predeceftbrs, or elfe by their fubjetfs, only 
for the defence of the Holy Land, they could not,fince 
the lofs thereof, and thecoriquefts of the infidels, make 
a better life of the revenues of thole great benefices, 
than by employing them for maintaining the poor of 
each nation, inftead of fending the money to the ifie of 
Cyprus, where it ferved only to fupport the luxury, 
and feed the pleafures of the knights of St.John. 

These reproaches were not perhaps altogether ground- 
left with regard to leveral particular commanders; but 
they made no impreffion atall upon Boniface. Than pon- 
tiff, who knew no way of treating with crowned heads, 
but that of haughtinefs, threatened the two princes im- 
mediately with the thunders of the church, if they did 
not revoke their orders. He reprefented to the king, 
that the hofpitallers had fixed their rcfidence in the ifie 
of Cyprus, not fo much for a place of refuge and re- 
treat, as to be within reach whenever an opportunity 
offered of renewing the war, and recovering the Holy 
Land ; that they difcharged the obligations of their 
profeffion as much in that Ifie as in Paleftine; that they 
had there an hofpital open to all the poor, and kept 
fhips in their ports, to lerve for the convoy and fecuri- 
ty of pilgrims ; and that this military order, from which 
the church received fuch fervices, being under the par- 
ticular prote&ion of the popes, he was neceffarily ob- 
liged to make ufe of his authority, which he derived 
from God alone, again ft the ufurpers of revenues, de- 
dicated to the defence of Chriftianity. The menaces 
of this pontiff proved more effectual than his reafons, 
and brought the two kings to a compliance ; their or- 
ders were revoked, and the fequeftration taken off. 

The pope treated Henry de Lufignan, king of Cy- 
prus in a manner ftill more haughty. That prince, as 
has been obferved, had given the hofpitallers and tem- 
plars a retreat in his ifiand ; but fearing they might 
make themfelves as powerful there as they had been in 
Paleftine, he iffued out a folemn edift, forbidding them 
' * B 2 to 
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to purchafe any eflates there ; and the pope, in compli- 
ance with that monarch, had confirmed this edidt by 
particular bulls. The king of Cyprus had laid upon 
them a fort of general poll tax, in which the clergy of 
this kingdom, and the body of nobility and gentry were 
comprehended, as well as the common people. The 
pope was foon informed of it; and, as the leafl pretence 
imaginable was enough to put that pontiff uponftretch- 
ing his authority, he did not fail to exert himfelf up- 
on this occafion. He called this tax a downright in- 
vafion of the privileges that the holy fee had been 
pleafed to grant to the military orders, and he wrote to 
the king of Cyprus, like a fovereign to his lubjcft, in 
the moft arrogant and imperious terms. 

“ We will, fays he, and ordain, that the impofl, 
4< vulgarly called the poll-tax, the very name, of which 
“ is horrible and deteftable, be abfolutely abolifhed, 
<( and that the king (hall not impofe it on his own fub- 
“ jedh, without the permiflion of the holy fee ; and, 
<{ with regard to other taxes and payments, We like- 
iC ways declare the knights hofpitallers and templars 
iC abfolutely exempted from them.” The pope add- 
ed in his letter, that though the holy fee had by a bull 
confirmed the edict, which prohibited thole military 
friars from making any purchales, yet the king ought 
not to take that conccflion of the holy fee in a rigorous 
fenfc, fo as to hinder the knights from enlarging the 
enclofures about their convents, and purchafing iuch 
houfes as adjoined to their principal houfe, and were 
neceffary for the lodging of a great order, which, be- 
fides the pilgrims and the poor, always maintained a 
body of troops to mann their veffcls. 

The king of Cyprus, finding himfelf wounded by 
the imperious pontiff’s letters, in a part the mod fenfi- 
ble of any to princes, and in his fovereign authority, 
omitted nothing to make the knights feel the whole 
weight of his refentment. He declared publicly, that 
he would not fuffer a fet of men in the heart of his 
kingdoms, that pretended to be independant of all o- 
ther authority but that of the pope’s. His minifters 

there- 
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thereupon, in contempt of the pontiff’s prohibition, 
compelledjhe knights to pay their poll-money ; and 
this covetous prince exa&ed the fame tribute of the 
clergy. The nobility and gentry were not exempted 
from it ; and the people, who generally pay more than 
the other orders of the ftate, and always firft, were ft ill 
worfe treated. 

This prince, by his greedinels, raifed a general dis- 
content. The templars, who were naturally proud 
and haughty, and by the neceftlties of the kings of Je- 
rufalem, who flood in need of their fuccour, had ac- 
quired a fort of independence, being incenfed againfl 
Henry, fomented the national difeontent, which broke 
out at laft into an open revolt. Amaury, titular prince 
of Tyre, and brother to the king, was underhand the 
encourager of it. This ambitious prince afpired to the 
crown; and when, by himfelf and hisemifiaries, he had 
made fure of the troops and the inhabitants of the ca- 
pital, he took off the mask, put himfelf at the head of 
the rebels, feized on the king’s perfon ; and, to re- 
move him out of the fight of the people, who are very 
fufceptible of companion, and naturally inconftant, he 
lent him to Haiton, king of Armenia, whole filter he 
had married ; and Haiton confined the unfortunate 
prince in a caftle, fituated among the mountains border- 
ing on Cilicia. Amaury, after this, got the king his 
brother declared incapable of the government, and was 
preparing to take the crown, when a valet de chambre 
of the depofed king, called Simonet, who always con- 
tinued faithful to his firft matter, though he had enter- 
ed into the ufurper’s fervice, making ufe of the liberty 
he was allowed of a free accds to his apartment, flab- 
bed him in his bed, occafioning thereby a new revolu- 
tion, in which king Henry recovered both his liberty 
and crown. The grand mafter did not engage on any 
fide in all thefe commotions, and died a little after the 
king of Cyprus’s return into his dominions. 

Th e hofpitallers choie in his ftead „ 

Odo de Pins, or the language or Pro- 
vence. defcended from an illuftrious and noble family 
B 3 in 
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in Catalonia,* from which likeways the houfe of Pin? 
in Languedoc, who bear the fame arms, pretend to de- 
rive their original. Odo de Pins was a knight far ad- 
vanced in years, exceeding pious, and allowed to be 
an exaft obferver of the regular difeipline. While he 
was only a privateman, all his brother knights thought 
him worthy of the grand matter (hip ; but fcarce was 
he arrived at that eminent dignity, but they found he 
wanted many of the qualifications proper for govern- 
ment, elpecially in an order, the duties whereof relat- 
ed as much to the exercife of arms, as to prayer and 
works of charity. He imagined he had difeharged all 
the obligations incumbent upon him, when he had fpent 
whole days in the oratory. Perhaps he might be more 
devout than was proper in his poll: ; and perhaps too, 
his knights were Ids Co than their character required. 
However that be, his exccfiive fondnefs for devotion 
and retirement occafioned, in fome meafure, a neglect 
of all kinds of military enter prizes. 

The knights, who, fince the lofs of their poffefil* 
ons in Palettine, had fcarce any fubfittence but what 
they got by cruifing, murmured openly at his indiffe- 
rence for any naval preparations. They joined in a 
body to lay their complaints before the pope, defiring 
his permiffion to depofe him. Boniface fummoned him 
to Rome, to hear his defence on the fubje<fl of the griev- 
ances of his knights. Odo, who was better cut out to 
obey than command, fet forward immediately, but died 
before he could reach the capital of the Chrittian 
world. The hofpitallers, upon the 
William de news of it, chole for his fucceffor 
Villaret. brother William de Villaret, of the 
1262. language of Provence, great prior of 

St. Giles, and then refilling at his pri- 
ory. This gentleman had a brother that was alio a 
knight at that time, and one of the mod diftinguifiied 

of 
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the order ; and the monaftery of the nuns of St.John 
at Fieux inQuerci, was governed by Jourdainc dc Vil- 
laret their lifter. 

Though the new grand mafter had received an 
account of his election, he was in no great hafte to fet 
out for the ifle of Cyprus, but was refolved 
firft to vilit in perfon all the priories of the 1298. 
languages of Provence, Auvergne and France; 
and, by cares fo becoming his poft, he reftored the re- 
gular difeipline to its purity, confirming it afterwards 
by a chapter, which he called in the commandry of la 
Tronquiere, a member depending 011 the great .priory 
of St. Giles. He made leveral very ufeful regulations 
there; and ’twasin this chapter that he put the nunne- 
ries of Beaulieu, Martel, and Fieux, which belonged to 
the lady nuns of the order, under the vilitation of the 
great prior of St. Giles and his fucceffors. The lady 
fuperior of Beaulieu is elective and perpetual, takes 
the title of grand priorefs, and wears the great crofs. 

The houfe of Belver or Beaulieu was originally 
only an hoipital, founded by the lords of the houfe of 
Themines, about A. D. 1220, between Figeac and 
Rocamadour, for the relief of the poor and pilgrims, 
which came that way in their pafFage to the Holy 
Land. In 12 59, a lord of Themines, called Gilbert, 
and Aigline his wife, gave this houfe to the order of 
St. John of Jeruialem, with all the poftefTions annexed 
to it a . This donation was accepted in the name of 
the order, by brother Peter Gerard, commander of the 
houies of Quercy, and brother Gerald de Baras, great 
commander of the houfes on the fea-fide, as the deed of 
gift expreftes his title, which muft evidently be under- 
Hood of the firft dignity of the order, (excepting that 
of the grand mafterfhip) and fuch as was annexed to 


* Thj z antient family of Themines- paiTed fuccefiively into thofe 
cf Cardaillac und de Ptnne, and aftewards into that of Laufiere, 
from whence, about the end of the fixteenth century, fprung 
Pons de Laufiere Themines, knight of the orderof St. Michael and 
the Holy Ghoft, marfhal of France, fencfchal and governor of 
the province of Quercy. 
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the language of Provence preferably to all others. 
’Twas in this chapter of la Tronquicre that William 
tie Villaret, then grand matter, gave the habit and 
crofs of the order to feveral young ladies of quality, 
who had devoted themfelves in thathofpital to the fer- 
vice of the poor, and appointed Aigline de Themines, 
the founder’s daughter, for the priorefs. The grand 
matter made this houfe iubjeft to the vilitation of the 
great prior of St. Giles, and eftahlifhed feveral other 
regulations, which Aigline, and four other ladies, de- 
puted by the convent, and prefent at la Tronquicre, 
fubmitted to being afterwards ratified in a particular 
meeting of their chapter. 

We cannot difeover the time of the foundation of 
the houfe of Martel, fituate in the city of that name, 
and which for a long time was called the hofpital of 
the true crofs. As for another houfe of the order call- 
ed Fieux, Jourdaine de Villaret, fitter to the grand ma- 
tter and Fulk de Villaret knight of the order, was 
the firft priorefs of it, as may be feen in the catalogue 
of the fuperiorsof that houfe. But as it has been fince 
united to that of Beaulieu, we (hall fay nothing farther 
about it ; only observing, that in thefe three houfes, 
as well as in that of Tholoufe, which is of a modem 
foundation, and in all others of the order, in what coun- 
try ibever they are fituate, the nuns are obliged to be 
of noble birth, and the fame proofs are required of them 
as for the knights. 

Their habit is a robe of red cloth, with a mantle 
of black cloth, upon which they wear a crofs of white 
linen with eight points, a practice which has varied 
in different provinces, and in different ages, the 
caufes of which we fhall relate in the courlc of this 
hiftory*. 

At the latter end of this century, and during the 
matterfhip of William de Villaret, pope Boniface VIII. 
confidering the lofs which this military order had fuf- 
fered of all their pofTeffions in Paleftlne, to enable them 
the better to carry on the armaments they had let on 

foot, 

• In. arch, vatic, ex regift. Eon. VIII. t. 2. fob 308. 
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Foot, annexed the famous abbey of the holy trinity of 
Venufia, in the kingdom of Naples, to the manfe of 
the grand matter. The pope, by his bull of the third 
year of his pontificate, declares, that he was induced 
to fupprefs the monks of that convent, on account of 
the irregularity of their manners ; and that for a contrary 
reafon, he had thought fit to confer it upon the hof- 
pitallers, who daily expofed their own lives to defend 
thofe of pilgrims, and guard them in their pattage to 
the Holy Land* ’Twasalmoft at the fame time, and 
out of a like motive, that Henry, marquis of Hochberg, 
of the houfe of Baden, before he entered into the or- 
der of the templars, gave the hofpitallers his lordfhip 
of Heiterfheim, near Friburg, the refidence of the 
great priors of Germany. This grant was confirmed 
twenty years after by Henry and Rodolph, marquifFes 
of Hochberg. 

'The giand matter repaired to Rome to thank the 
pope for his benefactions ; and, after receiving his blef- 
fing, let out for the itte of Cyprus, and arrived happily 
at LimilTo, in the head houfe of the order, and feat of 
its refidence. He was expected there with impatience, 
not only becaufe of the opinion they had entertained 
of his wifdom and capacity in government, but alfo in 
hopes that his prefence and application would give new 
warmth to a fcheme projected for driving the Sarazens 
out of the Holy Land. 

Gazan, fon of Argun beforementioned, cham of 
the Mogul Tartars, king of Perfia, and a de- 
fendant or fuccettor of Genchizcan, was at 1300, 
the head of this league, Pachymerus, a 
Greek and cotemporary hiftorian, has given us a cha- 
racter of that prince, which is too great, if it be a juft 
one, not to be inferted here*. “ When that prince, 
ie fays the hiftorian, mounted the throne, he call his 
u eyes upon the hiftories of Cyrus and Alexander the 
<c great, to take from thence the model of his conduct. 
<c He admired particularly the great qualities of the 
<c vanquifher of Darius. In his military expeditions he 

(c made 
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<c made u(e of the Iberians ; and did fo, (ays this hi- 
u dorian, as well in regard to the fincere piety of that 

nation, and their inviolable attachment to the Chri- 
u (lian religion, as for their courage and intrepidity 
6( in the field. As he knew the croft was the trophy 
<c of the Chriflians, he placed it on the top of his dand- 

ards, and ? twas under the protection of this fign of 
4C our falration, that he gained glorious victories over 
“ the fultan of Egypt He fell into Paleftine, and, 

to gratify the Iberians that were in his army, he at- 
“ tacked the city of Jerufalcm, and was very near de- 
(i livering the (epulchre of our Saviour from the tyranny 
i( of the infidels/' 

No body that reads this paffage of the hiftory of 
Pachymerus would have any other notion of Gazan 
but that he was a Chridian : yet all the other writers 
of his nation, Arabians, Perfians, poets and hid'orians, 
maintain, that this prince was bred a pagan and idolater*, 
as mod of the Tartars were at that time ; that he 
turned Mahometan afterwards, to conform to the reli- 
gion of the greated part of his (ubje&s, who were of that 
profefiion, and, at the ceremony of his circumfion, 
took the name of Mahomet. The midake of theChri- 
dian hidorians arole probably from hence: The Tartar 
had married a Chridian princefs of admirable beauty, 
daughter to Ltvron or Leo, king of Armenia, and, out 
of complaifance to the queen his wife, had allowed 
her the public excrcife of her religion in his palace, 
which might induce the miffionaries and travellers to 
believe, that Gazan himfelf was a Chridian. Be that 
as it will, (ome time before, and even antecedent to 
the misfortunes of Henry king of Cyprus, a league was 
druck up between the Tartarian prince, the king of 
Armenia, his father-in-law and neighbour, the king 
of Cyprus, Amaury de Lufignan his brother, and the two 
orders of/the templars and hofpitallers, who were con- 
fidered in the ead as the principal drength, and only 
refource of the Chridians. 

Haiton 

a See the Bibliothequc oricat.il in the word Gasan. 
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Haiton, lord of Curchy b , nephew, or as others 
fay, only coufin to the king of Armenia, an eye wit- 
nels of thefe wars, has left us an exa<ft account of them 
in his hiftory of Tartary. ’Tis from this author that 
we learn what advantages thefe allies gained over the 
Sarazens. They defeated Nazer fultan of Egypt, took 
the famous city of Damafcus, and afterwards reduced 
the greateft part of Syria. The hofpitallers, who had 
no other view in this league but to chafe the infidels 
out of the Holy Land, entered Paleftine without op- 
pofition, at the head of a body of cavalry, which Ga- 
zan gave them for a reinforcement. They found the 
country open and defencelefs ; the cities, if they were 
not rather to be called villages, without any fortifica- 
tions ; Jerufalem deftitute of walls, as well as Chrifti- 
an inhabitants ; no body appearing to oppofe their con- 
quers. But that which facilitated thefe conquers 
made it afterwards impoflible to maintain them. The 
Sarazens, after the taking of St. John d’Acre, had rafed 
the fortifications of all the towns in Paleftine, fo that 
the kingdom was only a large country, expofed to the 
ftrongeft power, and every force that was mafter of the 
field. 

The hofpitallers, infinitely pleafed with having made 
their way to the holy city, thought of rebuilding the 
walls, in order to maintain themfelves there. But the 
cham of Tartary, being obliged to repafs the Euphrates 
and return into Perfia, to march againft a body of 
rebels, that had made an infurre&ion in his abfence, 
that prince recalled out of Paleftine the troops which 
he had lent the hofpitallers ; and, after their retreat, 
there was no pofTibility, with the fingle forces of the 
order, to keep the field againft the armies of the Sara- 
zens. 

Accordingly thefoldan, after the Tartars were 
drawn off, fell again into Paleftine; and, upon the news 
of his march, and that he was advancing with a mighty 
body of troops towards Jerufalem, the hofpitallers, who 

had 
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had entered like conquerors, were forced to quit it in % 
manner like pilgrims. 

Gazan, in the mean time, having quickly pacified 
the troubles that had rifen in Perfia during his 
IJOI. abfence, refumed his firft defigns againft the 
foldan of Egypt. The politic Tartar had no 
other view in re-eftablifhing the Latin Chriftians in 
Paleftine, but to make ufe of them afterwards for a bar- 
rier, to hinder the Sarazens of Egypt from having any 
communication with Syria. But having difeovered by 
the former campaign how inconfiderable a force the 
kings of Armenia and Cyprus were able to bring into 
the field, and being fenfible, that the military orders 
could not of themfelves make head againft the foldan’s 
power, he v/as fully convinced, that, to drive the Sa- 
razens both out of Syria and Paleftine, and to enable the 
Chriftians to maintain themfelves in the latter, it was 
neceftary to engage the princes of theWeft in this war, 
and bring fome crufade into theLevant, like the firft of 
Godfrey de Bouillon, which had driven them out of 
the Holy Land. 

This was the motive of a noted embafly, which he 
lent to pope Boniface VIII. and which afterwards pro- 
ceeded onto France. There are fome hiftorians indeed, 
that aferibe this negotiation to Mahomet Gayateddin, 
otherwife called Algiaptou, brother and fucceftor to 
Gazan. The Perfians, in their tongue, call this latter 
Chodabenda, i. e. the fervant of God : Haiton the hi- 
ftorian names him Carbaganda, and fays that his mo- 
ther was a Chriftian, and that he was baptifed and 
named Nicholas ; but that after his mother’s death, he 
turned Mufulman. But whoever was the author of this 
embaffy, the peifon deputed upon that occafion, arriv- 
ing at Rome, defiled the pope in the cham his mafter’s 
name, to engage the moft powerful princes of his com- 
munion, to join part of their troops to the armies he had 
on foot, in order to drive the Sarazens out of Syria and 
Paleftine, offering to leave the Latin Chriftians the en- 
tire poffdfion of the Holy Land. 


The 
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The embaffador 3 , to make bis propofols go down 
the readier, politicly infinuated, that the cham his ma- 
iler was noway averfe to embracing the Chriflian reli- 
gion 1 ’ ; an artifice perhaps new at that time, and too 
rtale at this, but which ferves at leaf! for a proof, that 
this prince was either a Pagan or Mahometan. 

Unluckily for the fuccefs of fo great an enter- 
prife, the pope was then in the violentclt fits of his im- 
placable hatred to Philip the Fair, king of France, 
whom in reproach he compared to the idol of Bel, or 
Baal, by a ridiculous fenfelefs allufion that his grofs 
ignorance of that Phaenician word betrayed him into. 
The ground of this haired was Philip’s openly rcfufing 
to fubmit to that abfolute and defpotic power, which 
Boniface claimed overall Chriflian flares. He owned 
indeed, that fovereigns within their own dominions 
were fupreme in temporals ; but then he pretended a 
right of taking cognifance of the differences that a role 
between them, under pretence, as he faid, that it be- 
hoved him to know, if they could in certain junctures 
and circumflances make war without fin. In virtue of 
this cavilling diflintfion, the new cafuift was for draw- 
ing to his own tribunal the cognifance and absolute de- 
cifion of all their differences, and lie threatened fuch as 
refufed to fubmit to it, to excommunicate them, to lay 
an interdidl on their dominions, ana abfolve their fub- 
je<fls from their oath of fidelity. ’Twas the fhortefl 
way of attaining to an univerfal monarchy; but unlucki- 
ly for the fuccefs of thefe pretenfions, the pontiff, 
in the perfon of Philip the Fair, had to do with a 
powerful prince, haughty and imperious in his nature, 
infinitely jealous of the rights of his crown, rightly ap- 
prifed of thofe of the pope’s, and who at the fame time 
Vol. II. C that 
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b Parifiis ipfa hebdom2da Pafchae vcnerunt ad legem Francis 
nuncii Tartarorum, diqentes, quod fi rex & barones-gentes rues in 
Terrae San£tae fubfidium deftinaient, eorum dorrirnus Tar:arorr.m 
rex Saracenos totis viribus expugnaret, et tam ipfe quam popuius 
fuus efficerentur libenti animo Chriftiaju. Ccntin. ch on, ds 
Nangis adann. 1303, 
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that he denied them nothing that was due to the vifible 
head of the church, did yet maintain with an invincible 
firmnefs, that thole pontiffs, with regard to Cluiftian 
inonarchs, had no authority but what was purely fpiri- 
tual, that this very authority was barely miniftcrial, 
and that they ought to govern the church of Clirift ac- 
cording to the canons of general councils. 

Boniface, enraged to meet with fuch an obftacle 
to the cftablifhment of his chimerical project, had rail- 
ed up enemies on all fides again!! France, and even 
again!! the perfon of the king. ’Tis to this pontiff, 
that the revolt of the Flemings, and the Englifh war is 
aferibed. And whilft thele open enemies were attack- 
ing the frontiers of the kingdom, the fovereign pontiff 
left no methods untried to raife feditions within it, and 
debauch the fecular and regular clergy from the obedi- 
ence they owed their fovereign. 

Such was the difpofition of Boniface, when the chain 
•of Tartary’s embaffador arrived at Rome. The imperi- 
ous pontiff eagerly catched at this pretence of fignaliz- 
ing Ins pretended power over the perfon of the king 
and his lubjedls. 

In the firft crufades, the popes, with regard to fo- 
vereigns, never made ule of any means but thofe of in- 
treaty and exhortation. But afterwards, and as oppor- 
tunities offered, to get rid of princes whole power they 
were jealous of, they engaged them in thole expediti- 
ons by motives of penance, and fometimes on pain of 
excommunication. Thus by menacing them with the 
cenfures of the church, they had created a fort of right 
in the papacy to fend the greateft monarchs into the 
eafl in a flate of exile, tho* Hill under the pretext of 
delivering the Holy Land out of the hands of the infi* . 
dels. * Fwas with fuch views, that Boniface difpatch- 
ed the bifliop of Pamiers to the king. That prelate, 
who was animated with the fpiritandhaughtinels of his 
mailer, delivered his meffage to Philip, not fo much like 
an embaffador and meffenger of peace, as a herald fent 
to declare war again!! him. 


He 
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He told him, that it was the pope’s intention, he 
fhould cto Is the lea immediately at the head of all the 
forces of France, and join his troops with tho e of the 
king of Per lia, to drive the Sarazens out of Syria and 
Paleftine. Boniface, under colour of this pious motive, 
had no dcfign but to get the king at a diftance from his 
own dominions, in hopes ofeHablilhing his pretended tem- 
poral power there in his ab'ence. But belides that the 
haughrinels and infolence of his nuncio, tho’ a French- 
man, was of itfelf abundantly fufRcient to make the 
pope’s proposals be rejected, that pontiff had 10 do 
with a prince infinitely jealous, as we have fa?d, of 
the lovereign rights of his crown, who underftood his 
true interefts perfectly well, naturally frugal, and in- 
deed lo grafping at money, that his memory has been 
reproached for not always confining himfelfto juft mea- 
fures for railing it. Far therefore from being difpofed 
to put himfelf to the neceffary expences forio tedious 
an expedition, it was pretended, that he wanted even 
fu pplies to maintain the wars that the pope had fecredy 
llirred up againft him. 

There did not likewile want fufpicions, that Boni- 
face had a defign of making war upon France. Reports 
went current about, that the templars had offered their 
fervices to that pontiff, and had alio farnifhed him 
with confiderable f'ums to begin the war ; fo that Phi- 
lip, inftead of entertaining a thought of quitting his 
dominions in liich a juncture, ordered the pope’s nuncio 
away, who had fpoken to him with fo much haughti- 
nefs and inlolence ; and, by his diimiffion, the cham’s 
embaffador, who was come on purpoieto France, faw 
his negotiation milcarry. 

’Tw as a very lenfible affliction to the hofpitallers to 
hear of the ill fuccefs of this embalfy. 1 hey faw tfeir 
hopes of recovering the Holy Land lather oft than ever. 
Belides, they had but a very indifferent fituation in the 
ifle of Cyprus, confidering the temper of the king, a 
covetous and jealous prince, who was for impefing 
taxesupon them, as we have laid, though they had never 
paid anv tribute under the kings of Jerufalem, but that 
C 2 of 


2S Hi/lory of the K?iights of M A L T A . 

of their blood, which they daily filed fo generoufiy in 
defence of the Cbriftians. 

The furprizing death of Boniface, who died through 
grief, that he was fallen under the power, and 
1303. into the hands of the French, gave the liofpi- 
taliers fome hopes of feeing in a fhort time a 
more religious pope, who, indead of (owing, and keep- 
ing up divifions among Chriflian princes, as Boniface 
did, would on the contrary employ all the intered that 
his dignity gave him, to difpoie them to unite together 
and form a newcrufadc. 

Accordingly the cardinals, eleven days after 
Boniface’s dcceale, chofc in his dead Nicholas Bocafli- 
ni, a d .5 mini can, cardinal and hi (hop of Odia, a pre- 
la:e of a holy life, and profound learning. He took the 
name of Benedict XI. and as foon as lie was (bated in 
the holy fee, he exp re (led a great deal of eagernefs to 
procure powerful fuccours, and a confiderablc arma- 
ment to he lent into the ead. But the/e pious difpofi- 
tions were attended with no effedh, by reafon of the 
pope’s death, who was only eight days on the throne 
of St. Peter. 

The conclave met at Perugia, where- it continued 
near a year; and there was realon to fear it would not 
end fo (bon, becaufe of the mitunderdanding between 
the cardinals, who were divided into two factions, and 
Lad determined never to conlent to the election of any 
perlbn that was then in the conclave. Cardinal Francis 
Cajctan, nephew to Boniface, and inheritor of his ha- 
tred againft Philip the Fair, and the two cardinal Co- 
lonna’s, who were parlifans of France, was at the head 
of one of the factions. The other party, which was 
devoted to the king, was headed by cardinal Dupre, 
an intimate friend of the two cardinal Colonna’s, 
whom Boniface, during his pontificate, had, out of a- 
verllon to France, cruelly perlecuted as well as all their 
bo ufe. 

The cardinals that were fhut up in the conclave, af- 
fembled every day, conferred together fometimes in pu- 
blic andlbmetimes in private ; and the mod artfulamong 

them 
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them endeavoured to gain over lome votes in the con- 
trary faction. 

Cardinal Dupre, who was excellent at thefe 
weapons, and a mod refined politician, addrefiing him- 
felf one day to cardinal Cajetan, “ We do a great 
“ deal of mifehief, fays he to him, with all the ap- 

peavance of franknefs, and caufe an infinite pre- 
“ judice to the church, by keeping it fo long deftitute 
“ of a head adding, that, fince they could not agree 
about a cardinal to be made pope, they mult neceffar- 
ily chufe fomeperfon, tho* not of the conclave, that was 
worthy of being advanced to that great dignity : and 
that, to facilitate the election, he was of opinion, that 
one of the factions fhould nominate any three arch- 
bifhops that they pleafed beyond the mountains, and 
the other faction fhould have the right ofchufmg with- 
in forty days whomfoever they liked bell of the three 
for pope. Cajetan replied, that there was no equality 
in this propoial, and that every body mutt lee plainly, 
that thefa&ion which fhould name the three candidates, 
had valtly the advantage, fince by their nomination, 
they were fure of having one of their creatures for pope. 
Cardinal Dupre owned it, but added, that to fhew how 
fincerely he and the cardinals of his party wilhed to 
have an end put to the fcandal which their divilions 
caufed in the church, they were ready to give up that 
advantage to the cardinals of the other f'a&i on ; that 
thole of his party would freely con Cent they fhould 
have the naming of the three candidates, out of whom 
the pope was to be cholen ; and that for their own 
parts they would only.relerve to themfclves the right 
of chufing out of three of their creatures^ the perlon 
they thought the molt deferving, and him that was leaf! 
difagreeable to them. 

Boniface’s nephew communicated this propofal 
to his fa&ion, aferibing it to the impatience which 
Dupre and the old cardinals had to gel ou: of the con- 
C 3 clave ; 
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clave : and having brought the cardinals of his party 
in to approve of it, a formal treaty was drawn up and 
figned by all the cardinals ; in confluence of which, 
Cajetan named three Ultramontain archbifhops, all 
creatures of his uncle, and who, during that pope’s 
pontificate, had cfpoufed his intereft againft the king. 
The fii ft of the three was Bertrand de Got, archbifhop 
of Bourdeaux, a prelate of a noble houfe in Aquitain, 
but wedded to his plealures, and eaten up with ambi- 
tion, an intimate friend and entire confident ofCajetan’s, 
and a fubjedt of the king of England’s, who was then 
duke of Aquirain. Befides, this prelate was an enemy 
to Philip the Fair, and particulary fo to Charles deVa- 
lois, that prince’s brother, who, during the wars be- 
tween the French and Englifh, had ravaged the caftles 
and lands of his brother and nearelt relations. Yet 
this was the prelate upon whom cardinal Dupre fixed 
his eyes to make him pope. He knew him thorough- 
ly, and made no queftion but a man of his character, 
would eafiiy facritice his old friends and firft benefac- 
tors to his promotion. He was likewife of opinion, 
that it would beno difficult matter, whilft Italy was in- 
fcfled with the fa&ions and wars between the Guelphs 
and Gibbelines, to keep a man of his ambition and 
vanity in France, who would be charmed with (hewing 
himfdfto his relations and countrymen in that height of 
power, to which the papal diadem was going to raile 
him. Cardinal Dupre communicated thele views of 
his to Philip the Fair, by an exprefs which he dilpatch- 
t d to him with great iecrecy, and which went from 
Perugia to Paris in eleven days. He lent that prince 
the treaty between the two fadlions, and oblerved to 
him in his letter, that he had nothing to do but to make 
fare of the archbifhop of Bourdeaux, who, to get at the 
papacy, would eafiiy fubmit to all the conditions he 
fhould require of him. 

Tut king having peru fed the e difpatches, and the 
treaty between the caidinals, faw plainly what advan- 
tages were to be drawn from it. He wrote immediate- 
ly to the archbifiiopof Bourdeaux, that he hadfome af- 
fairs 
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fairs of confcquence, in which he was particularly con- 
cerned, to communicate to him. He fixed at the fame 
time a certain day on which he appointed him to re- 
pair to an abbay leated in the middle of a foreft near 
St.John d’Angelu, promifing to be there himfelf with- 
out fail, and enjoined him above all things a profound 
lecrecy on this head. 

Both were punctual to the appointment. They came 
to an interview in the morning' in the church of the 
abbay. Philip, after hearing mats, required the archbi- 
fhop to put his hand upon the altar, and fwear to keep 
the fecret he was going to confide to him inviolably. 
After this precaution, he told him, that it was in his 
power to make him pope ; and, to covince him of ir, 
he fhewed him the treaty made at Perugia between the 
cardinals, with the paffage in Dupre’s letter, where 
that cardinal, in his own name, and in the name of the 
cardinals of the French fadtion, refers it to the king to 
chufe which of the three archbifhops he thought moll 
worthy of the papacy. 

The archbiihop of Bourdeaux read thele inftru- 
ments with great. aftonifhment ; and, when he had end- 
ed, threw himlelfatthe king’s feet, and embraced them 
with a transport eafier to be imagined than expreffed, 
asked pardon of him for his pall condudl, “ I fee 
u well, fir, fays he to him, that you are for rendering 
“ me good for evil ; if I am happy enough to be ad- 
“ vanced to the popedom, I beg of you to be allured 
“ that you fhall fhare all the authority of it with me, 
“ and I am ready to give you all the aflurances of it 
“ that you can demand for fo great-a kindnefs.” 

The king railed him up gracioufly, and having 
embraced him in token of a peifedt reconciliation, told 
him, that when he fhould be upon the thrpne of St. 
Peter, he defned, that he would grant him fix favours, 
all of them juft, and tending only to the good of the 
church and his kingdom, but he would be aflured of 
them before he entered into any more particular en- 
gagements with him. The fit ft two conditions which 
that prince proposed related only to the differences be- 
tween 
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tween him and pope Boniface, infixing, that he fliould 
annul all the a<fls of that pope againfl himlelf, the car- 
dinals Colona, and his principal iiibje "Is. He requir- 
ed for the third condition, that he Ihould promife him 
to condemn the memory of Boniface, and order his 
bones to be burnt, as tiled to be done with thole of a- 
thiefls and herelicks. The fourth article was concern- 
ing the affair of the cardinals Colon na, whom Boni- 
face had degraded for their adherence to France ; the 
king required that they fliould be re-inflated in their 
former dignities, and entire reflitution made to them of 
all their efletfs and pofleflions. Philip demanded, as the 
fifth condition, that he might have leave to raile the 
tenths upon the clergy of France for five years toge- 
ther. The flxth condition was not to be declared till 
after the ceremony of the future pope’s coronation 
fliould be over. “ But I will have you, lays the king, 
“ for a further afTurance of your promiles, take a lo* 
fi lemn oath upon the holy facrament, and give me 
t{ your brother and two nephews in hoftage, whom I 
will take with me to Paiis, under pretence of re* 
C( conciling them to the count de Valois, my brother, 
“ and keep them there till you have fully made good 
€e your word. ’Tis now for you, adds the king, to fee 
u if you like the conditions.” 

The ambitious prelate, drunk with joy and hope, 
promiled every thing, and fwore lolemnly on the holy 
facrament to perform the conditions required. He 
lent at the fame time for his brother and nephews, and 
delivered them into the king’s hands. That prince 
difpatched away immediately an exprefs to cardinal 
Dupre, and thole of his faction, with advice, that he 
had taken all the neceffary fecuritie> from the archbi* 
fliop of Bourdeaux for his own intereft and thofe of the 
lioufe ofColonna ; that he was actually bringing along 
with him to Paris the brother and two nephews of the 
archbilhop, that they might, without any further delay, 
chnle him for pope. Tire king and that prelate parted 
equally latisfied with one another, and his majefty’s ex- 
prefs arrived at Perugia five days before the term agreed 
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on by the treaty was expired. Cardinal Dupre, ap- 
prized of the king’s intentions, communicated them to 
the other cardinals of the French party, who thereup- 
on notified to thole of the contrary faction, that they 
were ready to execute their promile, and chufe one of 
the three archbifhops propoled for pope. Upon this 
notice, a folemn alfembly was held in the chapel of the 
conclave : it was opened with the invocation ot the 
Holy Ghoft, after which they ratified a-new the treaty 
for the election. Then cardinal Dupre named Ber- 
trand de Got, archbilhop of Bourdeaux, for the vicar of 
Jefus Chrift, which was followed with the acclamations 
of the whole lac red college, efpecially of the nephew 
and creatures of Boniface, who knew nothing of what 
had palTed between the king and archbilhop, and flat- 
tered themlelves with having a pope of their own par- 
ty, and an enemy to the king. 

But that prelate had no fooner received the decree 
of his election, than, in the tranfports of his joy, on 
occafion of a good fortune Co much above his hopes, he 
let flip a word which betrayed the lecret of his recon- 
ciliation with the king of France. This was no long- 
er doubted of, when they faw him fummon the whole 
college of cardinals to meet at Lyons, for the ceremony 
of his coronation, which Philip honoured with his pre- 
fence. 

’Twas after this great ceremony, that his majelty 
is faid to have opened himlelf to the pope, upon the 
fixth condition that he had required of him at their in- 
terview, and which he was not to know till his coro- 
nation was over. The pontiff was ftrangely furpriled 
to find that this condition contained the fuppreffion and 
extinction of the whole order of the templars. The 
king, to fupport the jullice of his demand, told him, 
that they were guilty of the molt abominable crimes, 
and that he bad good proofs of it. Clement, to make 
good his engagements, alfured him, that he would ap- 
ply himlelf to procure private informations to be taken 
on that fubjedt, and defired Philip* on his part, to 

coin- 
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communicate to him what proofs he had againft thole 
knights. 

The new pontiff, after his coronation, declared, that, 
as long as the two faiftions of the Guclphs and Gibe* 
lines continued to tear Italy to pieces, he would take 
up his refidence in France, and, in confeqnenee of this 
declaration, fet out for Bourdeaux, paffing through 
Macon, Brivcs, Bonrgesand Limoges. The continua- 
tor ofNangis, in his account of the year 1305, relates, 
that in crofting thefe diocefcs, he plundered, either by 
liimfelf or his followers, all the churches and incum- 
bents that he met with in his paffage, fo that the arch- 
bifliop of Bo urges, for his daily fubfiftence, was reduc- 
ed to the neceflity of affixing at all the offices of the 
quire, as a fimple canon, to be entitled to a fhare in 
their daily dividends*. 

It was not long before the Italian cardinals repent- 
ed that they had placed a French prelate, fo greedy of 
money, upon the papal throne. They were fenfible, 
that if it continued any conliderable time in France, 
they ffiould have no great fhare in the government, nor 
conlequcntly in the treafures of the church. Cardinal 
INlattheo RofTo Urfini, an Italian, and an enemy to the 
French, vexed to fee himfelf over-reached by cardinal 
Dupre, and meeting one day in the pope’s amichamber, 
i( You have carried your point, fays he with a fneer, 
(< and we are tranfplanted to t’other fide the mountains ; 
(i and I either do not know the character of the Guf- 
“ cons, or I ffiall be much miftaken if we fee the ho* 
<c ly fee again at Rome this long time.” 

That capital of the Chriftian world, formerly the 
nv.ftrefs and queen of nations, loft, by the removal of 

the 

* Papa Clemens, circa purificationem bcata; Marire a Lugduno 

recedens, Duidegalis per M.itifconcm, Brivatum, Biturigaf, 

Sc Lemovitas irer faciens, tam religiol'oium quam fecularium ec- 
dcfias Sc monafteria, tam per fe quam per fuo> latellites, deprsdan- 
do, multa Sc gravia intulit eisdamna, Sc i'rater ^Egedius, Bituri- 
cenfis, archiepileopus per hujut'modi depnedationes ad tarram deve- 
nit inopiam, quod, tanquam umis de t’uis fimplicibus canonicir, ad 
percipu ndum quotidianas diltributiones pro vita; neceiTariis horas 
eccl -Jiaftica'. frequentare coudus fit. 
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the court of Rome, the little it had left of the luttre of 
its antient empire. All the Italians made heavy lamen- 
tations for this tranttation, which, on account of the 
time it lafted, they have generally compared to the cap- 
tivity of Babylon. Some hiftorians have not lcrupled 
to aferibe it to the pope’s paflion for the countefs of 
Perigord, daughter to the count de Foix, a princefs of 
lingular beauty, and from whom, it is probable, he 
could not part without pain a . The fame authors accufe 
him of a fcandalous tradick in holy things, to gratify 
his avarice b . 

Perhaps the reader may think we have given too 
large a detail of the intrigues of this conclave; but, con- 
fidering the fads which follow, we thought ourfelves 
necellarily obliged to reprefent the chara&er of this 
pope, and relate the fecret caufes of the complaifance 
lie {hewed afterwards for mod: of the deflgns of Philip 
the Fair, with regard to the templars, as w'ell as the 
hofpitallers of St.John. 

The new pontiff, defirous to fignalize his zeal by 
fome enterprise that would make a noife, and fuit the 
tafte of the age, propofed to fend a new crufade into 
the eaft for the recovery of the Holy Land. With this 
view, and to be juftly informed of the forces of the in- 
fidels, perhaps alfo to inquire into the accufations 
brought by the king of France againft the templars, 
he fent an order to the two grand matters to come im- 
mediately 


* Hift. de M. l’Abbe Fleuri. 1 . 92. p. 239 . 
b Quefto papa fue huomo molto cupido di moneta e fimonlaco, 
che ogni beneficio per moneta in fua corte fi vendea, e fue lufuri- 
ofo. Si dicea che tenea per arnica la contefla di Paragordo, bel- 
liflima donna, figliuo la del conte di Foy. Giovan. Villani lib. 9. 
chap . y8. 

Papa, ut chronica referunt, fuit mmis cupiditatibus deditus 5 
propter quod fcelus /imoniae, maxime a -canonibus deteftatum & 
punitum, multum viguit in curia fua circa beneficia. Quod au- 
tem quidam dicunt in papam non pofle cadere fimoniam ; beatus 
Thomas hos reprobat : infuper & minus honefte vitae fuit, & com- 
muniter dicebatur, cum quadam comitifla, plucherrima muliere, 
contubernium habere. San&us Antoninus Flor. archiep. de con- 
cilio Viennenfi. tit. ai. fed. 3. 
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mediately to him, with the principal knights of both 
orders. 

il The kings of Cyprus and Armenia*, (fays he, ill 
( l his letter to the grand m after of the hofpitallers,) fo- 
c< licit us earneftly to procure them fome fuccour. 
u We have therefore resolved to confult about it with 
« vou, and the matter of the temple , fince, by the 
<( knowledge you have of the country, you are much 
“ better qualified than any others to advife us, in 
“ regard to the conduttt and management of fuch an 
“ enterprize; befides, that next to thechurch of Rome, 
“ no one has a greater intereft than you in the fuccefs 
(< of it. We order you therefore to come hither fpeedl- 
“ iy. with as much fecrecy as polTible, and with a very 
6< little retinue, fince you will find, on this fide the 
« fea, a fuffreient number of your knights to attend 
“ you. But be careful to leave in the ifle of Cyprus a 
ft good lieutenant, and a body of knights, capable of 
u defending the city of your refidence, that fo your 
€i abfence, which will not be long, may be of no pre- 
u judice to the affairs of your order: Neverthelefs, 
“ do not negle<tt to bring along with you fome knights, 
i( who, by their wifdom, experience and zeal, arc 
if qualified to give us proper advice, in conjundlion 
“ with you.” This letter is dated from Bourdeaux, 
June 6, 1306. 

The grand matter of the hofpitallers was at fea, 
when this letter was fent him from the ifle 
1306. of Cyprus, whither it was directed. He 
wrote back immediately to the pope to excufe 
liimfelf, that he did not make fo much hatte in his voy- 
age as his holinefs feemed to recommend, being atttual- 
ly engaged in an enterprife which he had formed. The 
hofpitallers, being tired out with the ill treatment they 
received from the king of Cyprus, and the oppreflionof 
his government ; and feeing themfeives cooped up as 
it were in a town, without the convenience of a port 
for their naval armaments, came to a refolution to a- 
bandon fo improper an abode, defigningto make them- 
feives 
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felves mafters of fome ifland rn the neighbourhood of 
the Holy Land, where the order, without being ac- 
countable to any but their own fuperiors, might go to 
fe a, and difcharge the obligations and duties of their 
ftation. 

The grand matter, whole thoughts were entirely 
taken up with this great defign, which he kept very 
fecret, fixed his eyes upon Rhodes, an ifland at a finall 
dittance from Paleftine, and accommodated with ail 
excellent port. This ifland, a member of Conftanti- 
nople, fluttered, like moft of thofe of the Archipelago, 
in 4 the revolution that happened in that capital, by the 
conqueft which the French and Venetians made of it. 
The Genoefle, for their part, had feized on moft of the 
Cyclades and Sporades ; and Rhodes, and the little ifles 
depending on it, alio fell into the hands of thofe repu- 
blicans, during the abfence of their governor, a Greek 
lord, called John de Gabales. Vatacius, whom we 
have flpoken of already, and who, in the difinembering 
of the empire, had eretfted one for himflelf, of which 
JNice was the capital, vexed to fee the Latin princes pare 
oft every day fome morfel or other from the Greek em- 
pire, fent in A, D. 1249, John Cantacuzenus, his great 
cupbearer, with a ftrong fleet to drive the Genoefe out 
of the ille of Rhodes. That Greek general arrived off 
the ifland, and landed his troops without oppofition : 
but by great good luck for the Genoefe, William dc 
Villehardouin, ’a French lord, and prince of Achaia, 
and Hugh, a prince of the houfe of Burgundy, were 
patting at that time by Rhodes, in order to join St. 
Louis in the ifle of Cyprus, and left theGenoefe a body 
of troops, which helped them to drive out the Greeks. 
Vatacius, the moft politic prince of his time, to make 
his advantage afterwards of the confirmation the Latins 
were in at the captivity of St. Louis, the head of the 
crusade, fent Theodorus Protofebaftus to R.hodes, who 
retook the ifland from theGenoefe. The Greeks re-e- 
ftabllfhed their authority there ; but the empire being 
on the decline, fome lords of the houfe ofG^alla, go- 
vernors of Rhodes, inienfibly flet up for princes of the 
Vol. 1 I. D Ifle; 
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lfle ; and, to fortify tbemfelves againft their fovercign, 
they peopled it with a great number of Turkifh and 
Sarazen merchants and inhabitants. ’Tis faid likeways, 
that they admitted the infidel corlairs into their ports, 
who were likeways lure to find refuge there, when 
they were purlued by the gallies of the holpitallevs, or 
by the fliips of other Chriftian princes. 

' The grand matter, after coafting the ifle of Rhodes, 
obler ving its ports and fortrelfes, and apprifing him- 
felf of the number of its inhabitants, did not find that 
lie bad forces fufficient to attempt the conqueft of it. 
Then he took a view of leveral fmall adjacent i Hands, 
which, though inhabited, are lcarce any thing but 
rocks. But finding no fortified places in them, where- 
in he could maintain his ground, and fearing, that if 
he made an attempt on any of thefe little iflands, it 
would di (cover his defign upon Rhodes, he flood away 
for the ill * of Cyprus, and returned to Limitto. After 
this expedition, he was preparing to go and give the 
pope an account of the project he had in view, and to 
try if be could obtain from that pontilf, and the weft- 
ern princes, the neceffary liiccours for fucli an enter- 
prife; but he was flopped by an illnefs, which at latt 
brought him to his grave. 

All the knights were lenfibly afHi&ed at the lofs of 
the grand matter, efpecially in a juncture fo important 
to the order. The chapter being perfuaded that Fulk 
de Vi lhi ret, his brother, was acquaint- 
Fu Lit de ed with all the particulars of his fecret 
Villaret. deligns and was well qualified by his 
valour, to put them in execution with 
fuccefs, thought proper to appoint him for his fuccef- 
for. This grand mailer, as loon as he was inverted 
with that dignity, went onboard the gallies of his or- 
der, and paired into France, to confer with the pope 
and the king about the enterprife of Rhodes, the de- 
fign of which the late grand matter had communicat- 
ed to him. It was now above a year fince James de 
Moley, of an illuftrious family in the county of Bur- 
gundy, and the grand matter of the order of templars, 
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Lad, in obedience to the pope's orders, repaired to the 
town of Poitiers, where the court of Rome then was. 
The grand matter was attended with mod of his knights, 
who, tired out, like the hofpitallers, with the opprefil 011s 
and exactions which the king of Cyprus and his minitters 
were continually laying upon them, had at latt aban- 
doned the ifle. They difperfed themfelves afterwards 
into feveral countries of Chriftendom, where they had 
a great number of rich commandriesj and no body was 
left in the ifle of Cyprus but the great ma: flial of the 
order, and fome commanders. The grand matter is 
laid to have brought prodigious trea fires from the Le- 
vant, which he laid up afterwaids in the houle of the 
temple at Paris. 

That lord, upon his arrival in France, kept the 
principal knights of his order with him ; and, thus at- 
tended, he waited upon the pope. They were ad well 
received, the pontiff giving not the lend hint of the le- 
cret motive that had induced him to fend for them in- 
to France. He leemed even plcafed with the turn and 
capacity of the grand matter, dilcourfing with him 
frequently upon the fubje<fi of a cm fade, which he pre- 
tended he would puhlilh without lofs of time. He car- 
ried his diflimulation fo far as to deliver him a memori- 
al, requiring him, at his leifure, to draw up an exa& 
anlwer to it. 

In this memorial, the pope, ttill flippofing the pro- 
ject of a eru fade, demanded of him, what attittance the 
Latins might expert from the king of the letter Arme- 
nia ; what were the ports, the roads, and the coafts of 
Palettine, where the forces of the crufade might land 
with moft convenience; and whether the troops flioulJ 
be lent from Europe in the great or the little pattage, 
i. e. in the months of May or September, the ordinary 
feafons in which the caravans of pilgrims let out for the 
Holy Land. Thefe embarkations being called great 
orlirtle pattages, according to the number of veilels 
and troopsthat werefentto the Levant. 

The pope, in a feparate memorial, added, that the 
dijfention, which was too often breaking out afrefh 
D 2 between 
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between the tcmplers and hofpitallers, having contri- 
buted not a little to the lofs of the Holy Land, he had 
been adviied, for the common good of both orders, and 
the general edification of the faithful, to incorporate 
the templars and hofpitallers for ever, under one and 
the fame rule, habit, and grand matter. The fovereign 
pontifl ordered him to give him his lenliments freely 
and fincerely on this head. The pope, perhaps, by 
fuch an union of the templars with the hofpitallers, 
whole reputation was untouched, would not have been 
forry to lave the templars from the king of France’s 
inttances for the extinction of that order. 

History has conveyed down to us the anfwer 
wlrch the grand matter of the templars made to thefe 
two memorials of the pope. He fays, in the firft place, 
that in a battle, or decifive adVion, there was no de- 
pending on the Armenians, who were much more dif- 
pofed to turn their backs, than ttand their ground in 
an engagement ; and if they hounded the fuccour they 
were for fending into the Kaft, meerly to the defence 
of the letter Armenia, without attempting any further 
conquett, his holinefs ought to made be ienflble, that 
the Armenians, being fchifinaticks, and enemies to all 
the Latin Chrittians, would never admit them into their 
cattles and ttrong places, though they were come into 
the Eaft only for their afliftance ; and that the troops' 
of the crulade, being thereby forced to keep the field, 
would be frequently furpriled and mattacred by the 
Turcomans and Bedovins that lived on the mountains 
bordering on Armenia, from whence they were con- 
tinually making incurlions into the flat country. 

For thefe reafons, and many more, which are re- 
prefented at large in this memorial, the grand matter 
ihews the infignificancy of the little paflage, and a weak 
fuccour, which would ferve, fays he, only to deftroy fuch 
ns compofed it, and render the Latin Chrittians contemp- 
tible. He concludes, that, to flatter themfelves with 
the hopes of good fuccefs it was neccflary to omit no- 
thing that could be ferviceable for making the paflage 
as numerous and powerful as pofftble. 


With 
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With this view he prefles the pope to communi- 
cate his memorial to the kings of France, England, 
Germany, Sicily, Arragon, Caltile a , and all other 1b- 
vereign princes of Chriftendom, whole hearts, lays he, 
may God Almighty touch with his grace, and inlpire 
them to drive the infidels out of a land dyed with the 
adorable blood of Jefus C brill. 

He propoles in the next place to engage the Geno- 
efe, the Venetians, and other maritime powers, who 
had ports in the Mediterranean, to furnilh the gallies 
and fhips necelfary for the great palTage, and for trans- 
porting the troops of the crulade. He reprefents like- 
ways, that the Chriftians not being mailers of a foot 
of ground in the kingdom of Jerufalem, or in the prin- 
cipality of Antioch, if they pretended to drive out the 
infidels, their army ought to confid at lead of 15,000 
men of arms, and 5000 foot. 

With regard to their landing, he adviles, that the 
Chridian army fhould, for refrelhment , put fird into 
the ifle of Cyprus, from whence they might eafily pals 
afterwards into Paledine. But as to the coad and 
place of the kingdom, where it was proper to make 
their delcent, he defires the pope to excule him from 
putting his opinion in writing, and allow him to ex- 
plain himlelf on that head by word of mouth, either 
to him or to the king of France, for fear, that a de- 
fign of fuch importance, and a point on which the 
whole fuccefs of the crufade depended, might come 
to be diicoveredj and confequently travelled by the in- 
fidels. ' 

He intimates, that it would be very proper to lend 
ten gallies in the fpring towards the ifle of Cyprus, to 
cruize at fea, and intercept the fhips of lome Chridian 
merchants, who, preferring a fordid gain to the intc- 
rells of religion, held criminal correlpondences with 
the Sarazens, and carried them, in contempt of the 
prohibitions of the church, arms and timber ready 
worked and fitted, fo that, for making their gallies, 
D 3 they 
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they had nothing to do but to join tbs feveral pieces 
together. 

He adds, that neverthelefs the command of thcleten 
Chriftian gallies ought not to be given either to the 
templars or hofpitallers, for fear, that if thole knights 
fhould catch any velfeh belonging to the Venetian or 
Genoefe merchants in this clandeltine commerce, and 
feize them, they might draw upon the military orders 
the hatred and rdentment of tho!e two potent republics. 

The fecond memorial contains an anfwer to the 
pope’s defign of uniting the templars and hofpitallers 
under one and the fame rule and head. The grand 
mailer reprelents to him, that, during the pontificate 
of Gregory IX. and in the reign of St. Louis, a propo- 
lal had been made in the council of Lyons, for a pro- 
ject of the like nature, but much more comprehenlive, 
ihe defign being to incorporate all the military orders 
that were in the church together : that the pope and 
the king, who aftifted both of them at that council, 
were pleated toconfuit brother William Beaujon, grand 
mailer of the hofpitallers, and brother William deCour- 
cel!es,one ofthe principal knights of theorder ofSr.John, 
-who m?t at the fame time at Lyons, and to hear their 
fentiments on this lubjeft : that the grand mailer of 
the templars urged, that the kings of Spain, who were 
engaged in continual v/ars againft the Moors, and drew 
iheir belt forces from the military orders fettled in their 
dominions, would never content, that thofe SpanUh 
knights, which depended on their refpedlive fovereigns, 
fliould be put under the authority of a foreign head, or 
be incorporated with other military orders, that were 
inftituted for different ends, and regulated by different 
ilatir.es ; and that, upon thefe remonftt ances of the 
grand mailer, they gave over the defign. 

He owned, that after the loti of St.John d’Acre, 
this queftion was brought upon the ft age again, and 
that pope Nicholas IV. to skreen him.'elf from the 
flume of not having furniihed the leaft luccour to the 
befieged, declaimed warmly in feveral confiftories a- 
gainft the templar^ and hofpitallers, as if, by their pre- 
tended 
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tended diffentions, they had occafioned thelofs of that 
important place ; but that there was not one perfon in 
Chriftendom, nor even among the infidels, but knew 
that the grand mailer of the templars, the mar dial of 
the hofpitallers, and above four hundred knights of 
both orders, died in defence of that city, out of which 
there came but ten templars alive : and that all the pro- 
jects and difcourles of that pontiff about the neceffity of 
an union, were attended with no effect. That pope 
Boniface VIII. who bore a particular affection for the 
military orders, and was defirous to unite them, only to 
render them more powerful, had likewife given over 
the defign; and that, after muchreafoning upon thefub- 
je<fl, it was refolved at laft to let each order continue as 
it was, in its particular conftitution, and keep to its 
own rules and form of government. 

The grand mafler, after producing thefe inllances, 
enters next into a thorough examination of the affair, 
and reprefents to the pope, firfl, the danger to which 
he would expofe the falvation of thefe military friars, 
by forcing them to quit their firfl rule, and putting 
them under the obligation of obferving another, to 
which they had not received the grace of a particular 
call. 

Secondly, he remonflrates to him, that, fuppof- 
ingfuchan union, the knights, tho* originally of dif- 
ferent orders, being obliged to live together in the 
fame community, would never fail to have difputes 
with one another about the preference of their firfl 
profeffions, and that thefe difputes between men of 
courage, and provided with arms, might degenerate 
into combats, to the great fcandal of all Chriflen- 
dom. 

Thirdly, That in every houfe of the templars, 
they gave a general alms three times a week, and every 
day the poor had all the meat that came off the table? 
in the refectory ; that in like manner, the hofpitallers, 
whole original foundation was on the foot of a conti- 
nual exercife of charity, employed their alms chiefly 
in affording various helps and afliflances to the Tick and 

pi 1 glims j 


g 4 Hifiory of th e Knights of Malta. 

pilgrims ; and that, if two houfcs of different order* 
were to be reduced to one, there would be buf a (ingle 
charity for the poor, to their great detriment and pre- 
judice : and the cafe would be equally the lame with 
regard to the offices of divine worfliip, and ali the 
exercifes of piety, which were performed, tho’ in a dif- 
ferent manner, in the commandiies of both orders. 

Fourthly, fays he, each order has one head and 
one grand mafter, and leveral officers of’ eminence, 
luch as the priors, the bailiffs, the marfhal, the grand 
commander, the draper, the hofpitaller, and the tur- 
copolier ; and if, in the union propoled, they keep up 
thele offices, there will be in every priory two per- 
lbns with the fame title. If they fupprefs one (fays he) 
upon which of the orders (hall that reform fall ? Is it 
juft, under pretence of fuch an union, to deprive old 
knights of their pofts to which they have rilen by their 
fervices, and by (bedding their blood for the defence of 
Chriftendom? 

I am very fenfihle, continues the grand mafter, that 
the view in this union is to put an end to that jealoufy 
and emulation, which too often reigns between warri- 
ours that afpire all to the fame glory. But let it be 
confidered, lays he, by way of reply, that the Latin 
Chriftians have derived great advantages from this very 
emulation; that nothing has more contributed to raile 
the courage of one order, than the valour they have 
been witnels of in another ; and that* it has been al- 
ways oblerved, that if the hofpitallers at any time lent 
for troops, fliips, arms and provifions from their com- 
mandries, for the relief of the Holy Land, the 
templars, after their example, and to out-do them, if 
poffible, made the more powerful armaments on their 
fide. v 

’Tis not, moft holy father, continues the grand 
tnafter, but that I am convinced, that in a time like 
this, when all the world, princes, prelates, eccleft- 
aftics and regulars, envy the great revenues of the two 
orders, and contrive various pretences to get them into 
their own hands, it would be a great advantage for us 

to 
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to be united, that we may the better oppofe the enter- 
prifes of fuch ufurpers. But * tis for your holinefs to 
weigh this advantage againftthe reafons I have laid be- 
fore you, and if you pleafe, I will call a chapter, to be 
held in your preleuce, of the priors, bailiffs, and prin- 
cipal commanders that are on this fide the fea. You 
may there, mod holy father, inform yourfelt of their 
lentiments on this fubjedl, and fee how the whole or- 
der (lands difpofed to this union. After hearing them* 
your holinefs will, in your great wifdom, and in virtue 
of that fovereign power you have received from God, 
decide ultimately in this point, as (hall appear to 
you mod conducive to the general good of all Chriften- 
dom. 

History does not acquaint us with the ufe the 
pope made ofthefe two memorials ; nor was it till two 
years after, that he renewed the project of the cru- 
(ade. 

With regard to the union of the two orders, the 
pope, in all probability, was fenfible of the inconveni- 
ences attending it, and the folidity of the grand ma- 
tter's reafons ; and the pious and religious fentiments 
that appear throughout his lad memorial could not but 
make an imprefTion on him. Nor is it improbable, 
that the pope propofed this union of the templars with 
the hofpitallers only as a fort of reform of the fit ft, and 
to avoid bringing thofe crimes upon the board, which 
Philip the Fair had complained to him of in private, 
and which his embaffadors foJlicited him warmly to ex- 
amine into and punifh. Not to interrupt the thread of 
the narration, with regard to the particulars concern- 
ing the ifle of Rhodes, I (hall forbear to enter into the 
detail of this extraordinary event, and of the proceed- 
ings againft the templars, till I come to the year ill 
which that affair was ended. 

The deftgn of the hofpitallers, as we have faid, was 
to abandon the ifte of Cyprus, and endeavour to make 
themfelves matters of that of Rhodes. But a proje<5t of 
fuch importance required forces fuperior to thofe of the 
order. The grand mafter, in hopes of obtaining af- 
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fittance from the pope and king of France, went into 
that kingdom, and came to Poitiers, where they were 
both met by agreement to treat about the affair of the 
templars. Fulk de Villaret dc fired a private audience 
of them. He began with laying before them the cruel 
exa&ions with which the king of Cyprus and his mi- 
nifters were continually loading the bolpitallers ; the 
mittruftful and jealous humour of that prince, who, 
for fear of drawing upon himfirlf the refentment and 
arms of the fultan of Egypt, and other infidel princes, 
obttructed the armaments of the order, and hindered 
the knights from going out of his ports. The grand 
matter, utter (hewing how impoflible if was for his or- 
der to continue any longer in the territories of a prince 
governed by fa ch timorous politics, acquainted them 
with the intended enterprife on the ifle of Rhodes. He 
laid before them all the advantages of it, and reprefent- 
ed to them, that it would ferve as a ft j pie and place of 
rendezvous for all the cru fades and Chriftian fleets that 
patted into the eaft ; that the conqueft of this ifland 
ought to be tonfidered as a fure earned of that of the 
Holy Land, upon account of the great number of vef- 
lels that the knights would put to lea, which would 
hinder the Turkifh and Sarazcn corfairs, from carrying 
any fuccours to the infidels in Judsa. But he added, 
that the forces of his order were not fufttcient for lb 
great an enterprife, and they could not engage in ir, 
without being a fibred of the attittance of the common 
father of the faithful, and that of the mod powerful 
monarch of Europe. 

The pope and the king, perfuaded, as they general- 
ly were at that time all over Chriftendom, that there 
was not a more meritorious a&ion whereby to gain, 
heaven, than to engage in, or contribute to thefe holy 
wars, were lavifii in their praifesef the grand matter,, 
and the knights of St. John : and, to encourage them 
to purfue fo noble a project, they promifedthem mighty 
fuccours. The pope, thinking the conquettof Rhodes 
would be a great honour to his pontificate; advanced 
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ninety thou fend florins to the order out of his own 
purle, for the levying of troops. 

For the better covering the fecret of this enterprile, 
they publi flied a general cru fade for the recovery of the 
Holy Land. The pope annexed plenary indulgences 
to-it, with all the privileges that his predeceffors had 
granted in the like expeditions ; and even luch as fhould 
contribute to the expence of this armament were com- 
prehended in the benefit of thefe apoffolical graces. A 
great number of perfons of all conditions, elpecially in 
Germany, abandoned their country, and lifted in this 
holy militia. The very women would have a (hare 
in the crufede ; leveral parted even with their rings and 
jewels, and an hiftorian pretends, that the knights of 
St. John fold them for a trifle, for want of knowing 
their value. All this money was laid out in purchafing 
veflels, arms, and provifions a . 

Charles II. king of Sicily, and the common- 
wealth of Genoa, tho* they did not know the lecjet 
defign of this expedition, furniflied galleys to tranfport 
inch as engaged in the crufade. The rendezvous was 
at Brundufium, in the further part of the kingdom of 
Naples, whither they flocked in fuch numbers, that 
the knights, not having tranfports enough, and fear- 
ing to be incumbered with a multitude of people of all 
conditions, contented thcmfelves with chufing out of this 
vaft crowd fuch as were heft armed, and diftinguifhed 
by their quality and condition. It is faid, that a great 
number of gentlemen of the beft families in Germany 
were there, who upon this occalion, took the habit 
and cr-ofs of St. John ; and thefe illuftrious knights 
were prelented to the grand mafter, by brother Helt- 
wig de Randerlack b , great prior of Germany, who, 
at the head of fuch a brave and honourable company* 
acquired a great deal of glory in this expedition. 

After 

b Pro pafTagio congregata fuit pecunia Sc armorum ac aTirum 
rerum copia, ofFerentibus fidelibus viris ac mulieribus jocalia Sc 
quae habebant cariflima, hofpitalariis ad hoc miflis, qui viiipretio 
diftrahebant. Ex quinta vita Clementis V. Bal. 
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After this, the grand matter took leave of the 
pope, who heaped favours and bleflings in abundance 
upon him, and the order in general, He particularly 
granted them, in cafe the enter prife fucceeded, the 
right of naming the archbifhop of Rhodes, in a vacancy 
of the fee. The weather was fo foul, that they could 
not let fail till the beginning of the fpring, when the 
Chrittian fleet coafted Albania, patted by the Morea, 
and the ifle ofCandia; and, leaving Rhodes on the left, 
at a futticient diftance to give no fufpicion to the Greeks 
and infidels, ftood in for the ifle of Cyprus, and land- 
ed in the port of Limi tto. 

The grand matter ftayed no longer there than was 
neceflury to take on board the knights that were in the 
Ifland, with all the eftetfs of the order, which being 
done he put to flea again. The king of Cyprus, the 
neighbouring princes, and even the knights and troops 
of the crulade that were on board, were all perfuaded 
that this armament was intended for the Holy Land. 
But the grand matter, after fonie days fail put into Ma- 
ori, on thecoaft of Lycia, either to take in water and 
refrefh himfelf, or elfe to wait for the return of fome 
/pies that he had fent to take a view of the ifle and town 
of Rhodes, and upon the advices they brought, to take 
the laft meafures for the landing of the army *. 

This was in all probability the place from whence, 
as the hiftorian Pachymerus relates, he difpatched em- 
bafladors, in the name of the order, to the emperor 
Adronicus, to acquaint him with his enterprife, and de- 
mand the invettitureof Rhodes, which heldindeed of the 
empire, but had been feized by fome rebel Greeks, in 
concert with the Sarazens, who, to fortify themlelves 
in their ulurpations, had called in fome corfairs to their 
aififtance. 

These embafladors reprefented to him, that the 
order engaged to drive out thole pirates which infeft- 
ed all the leas of the empire, and that, in conlideration 
of the inveftiture, and in token of vattalage,they would 
furnifli him every year three hundred knights, moft of 
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them fit for commanding, which he might put at the 
head of his troops on the frontiers of Perfia. 

But Andronicus, being naturally an enemy to the 
Latins, as mod: of the Greek princes were, rejedled the 
propofal with contempt. A cattle which he ftiil enjoy- 
ed in the ifland (as the Greek hiftorian relates) and fomc 
fmali fhadow of a precarious fovereignty, which the 
Guallas (till complimented him with, made him fancy, 
that it would be eafier for him to recover his whole 
authority there, whilft in their hands, than if the hof- 
pitallers, fupported by the princes of the weft, were 
matters of it. Whilft this negotiation was carrying oil 
at Conftantinople, the grand matter, who expedted 
what would be the ittue of it, had let fail, and after 
publicly declaring his defign, had made a defeent upon 
the ifte of Rhodes, furprifed the Greek and infidel in- 
habitants, and landed his troops, provifions and mili- 
tary engines, with very little oppofition a . 

Various are the names that have at different times 
been given to the ifle of Rhodes. The Greeks called 
it Opbiufa, or the ifle of ferpents, becaufe of the mul- 
titude of ferpents that infedled it. Some fay, that it 
had the name of Rhodes from a rofe bud made of brafs, 
which was taken up out of the foundation of Lindus, 
one of its chief cities, and that the inhabitants ftamped 
the figure of it on their coin. But an able antiquary 
has fhewn, that thofe who efpoufe this fentiment, have 
miftaken a roie for the flower of a pomegranate, 
which the Rhodians ordinarily made ufe of in dying 
their cloth, and which they imprefled upon their coin 
for the fame reafon that tneTyrians ftamped theirs with 
the fhell of that valuable little fifn called the purple. 
Vo l. II. E The 

* Anno eodem 1306, hofpitallarii cum exerciti Chriftianorum 
oppugnare c^perunt infulam Rhodi cum circumadjacentibus in- 
fulis circitcr quinque, quae ab infidelibus Turcis inhabitabantur 
fub dominio imperatoris Conftantinopolitani : cepcrunt autem 
ftatim ab initio aliquas infulas & caftella : fttteruntque in pugna Sc 
confli&u obfidentes pariter et annis quatuor contra Tur- 

cos & obtinuerunt finaliter Chrftiani. Ex quarta vita demen- 
tis V. autcre Bernardo Guidonis epifeopo Lodovcnii. 
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The moft common and probable opinion derives the 
original of the name of Rhodes, from the quantity of 
roles with which that ifland is Rocked almoft all the 
year round. 

1 he ifland of Rhodes is fituate in that part of the 
Mediterranean which is called the Carpathian lea. It 
has the ifle of Cyprus on the caft, that of Candia on 
the weft, Egypt on the fouth, and on the north lieCa- 
ria and Lycia, which make part of Aha Minor, now 
called Natoiia, from which it is divided only by a 
channel, not above twenty miles broad. It is about 
fix (core miles in circumference, the air is clear and 
.temperate, the climate mild, and the foil almoft every 
where fertile : the country abounds particularly in 
fruit-trees of all forts. There were anciently iron and 
copper mines in it ; and the inhabitants who were fa- 
mous for the perfection to which they carried their im- 
provement of all manner of arts, employed thefe me- 
tals in making arms, warlike inftruments, and efpecial- 
Jy ftatues, of which there were reckoned to be in the 
old town of Rhodes, no lels than three thoufand of 
different fizes, all wrought by excellent workmen, 
and reprefenting either deities, princes or illuftrious 
men. The city was, if I may ulethe expreffion, peopl- 
ed with them ; but of all thele images the moft re- 
markable and lurprizing was a coloflus, confecrated to 
the fun, the tutelar god of the ille Pliny tells us, that 
it was leventy cubits high, and that it was the work of 
Chares of Lindus, a diiciple of Lyfippus. An earth- 
1 quake overturned this prodigious ftatue. There were 
few perfons, adds the hiftorian, that could clafp its 
thumb in their arms ; its fingers were bigger than fb- 
veral ftatues, and large cavities being ditcovered after 
its fall, they found great ftones within, wdiich the ex- 
cellent artift had fo adj ufted, as to poize the weight 
of the coloftus, and keep it firm upon its feet. I for- 
bear to fpeak of the paintings and pi dlu res with which 
their temples were filled, all mnfter-pieces of art, and 
the works of the Parrhafius’s, the Protogene’s, the 
Zeuxis’s, and the Apelles’s. The ifle of Rhodes was 
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lefs famous for its academies, and for the great men 
that came out thence, accomplifhed in all kinds of li- 
terature. ’Tis fufficiently known to have been the 
lchool of the Romans, particularly for eloquence, and- 
whither they went to perfect them'elves in thetalent of 
(peaking, to necefTary in that commonwealth, for all 
that were concerned in the government. 

But what is yet more furprizing, is, that the Rhodi- 
ans, a people of fuch application to arts and Iciences, 
which leem only calculated for peace, were no lefs fa- 
mous for their arms, their conquefts, and theircolonies. 
They excelled efpecially in the art of navigation; their 
ports were filled with (hips; they had arfenals and ma- 
gazines capable of fitting out whole fleets ; and they 
became fo powerful by lea, that there was not in all 
Alla a monarch but courted their alliance : but they 
never employed their forces more willingly than againlt 
pirates. ’Twas by their skill in (ailing, and a wife dif- 
cipline, fays Strabo, that they fo long kept pofleflion 
of the empire of the lea. 

But all thefe talents which made this ifle fo famous 
in the time of the Greeks and Romans, were entirely 
negle&ed by the Greeks of the lower empire. The 
revolutions that happened in their own government, 
and in that of feveral other nations, to which they were 
afterwards lubjeft, did no lefs contribute to the fall of 
this maritime empire; and the ignorance and effeminacy 
of the Rhodian Sarazens; who, except fome corfairs, 
rarely ever went to lea, gave the flnifhing ftroke to 
their power and former reputation. 

Such was the condition of the ifland, when the 
grand mafter entered it at the head of his army. The 
infidels, who were the main flrength of the place, 
uniting with the Greeks, the old inhabitants of the ifle,. 
had frequent engagements with the holpitallers, and 
the troops of the crufade, which the grand mafler had 
brought from Europe. There was fome aflion or other 
aknoft every day ; and it is furpriflng, that the ancient 
hiflorians have not left us the particulars of them ; but that 
the fuccels was various, is evident from the length of the 
E 2 war. 
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war, which laded near four years. The Greek em- 
peror, flattering himlelf that if he could drive out the 
Latins, he fhould remain mader of the ifle, lent a great 
body of troops againd them. The grand mafter, on 
the other hand, being fcnfible, that the fuccefs of his 
enterprize depended on the taking of the town of 
Rhodes, refolved, notwithstanding this fuccour, to be- 
liege it: he lat down before the town, andhis knights, 
by his example, threw themlelves into the greated dan* 
gers to forward the conqued. But as mod of the cru- 
iade were drawing off one after another, and the army 
was at lad reduced to the troops of the order alone, the 
liege was turned into a blockade. The befiegers were 
in a fhort time befieged themlelves by the Greeks and 
Sarazens, who dopped up the avenues by which they 
uled to fetch in their providons, or march out for for- 
age. The hofpitallers were at lad in want of troops, 
providons and money ; but the grand mader found a 
fupply for every thing in his own capacity and courage, 
which the greated difficulties ferved only to whet and 
improve. He borrowed condderable fums of the bank- 
ers of Florence, and with this fupply, and the money 
he railed from the commandries beyond lea, he levied 
new troops, paid off the old, and allowing them 
lome days for refrefhment, he went out of his in- 
trenchments, with a refolution either to vanquifh or 
die, marched directly againd the enemy, and offered 
them battle. 

The adtion was bloody, and they fought on both 
(ides with a warmth and fury to be expected between 
foreign troops that would feize a country, and inhabi- 
tants that are defending their houfes, lands, wives and 
children ; the dronged motives in nature to animate 
and put fire into a people the lead warlike. Hidori- 
ans give us no farther account, than that there was a 
great deal of bloodflied on both fides ; that the grand 
mader lod the braved of his knights ; but that their 
valour and refolution at lad carried the day, and the 
Greeks and infidels, no longer able to dand before 
them, quitted the field of battle ; and feveral Sarazens, 

who 
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who defpaired of being able to make head againft the 
Latins, fled to the lea-fide, embarked, and, landing. 
In the ifles of the Archipelago, and on the coaft ot 
Lycia, carried thither the fir It news of their defeat. 

The grand mafter brought his victorious troops 
back into his lines, and continued the fiege with new 
vigour. After he had gained the principal fortificati- 
ons, the knights, at the head of the troops, advanced 
to ftonn the place, and, mounting through a fhower of 
arrows and ft ones, which the belieged let fly at the a(- 
failants, planted the grand mafter’s ftandard 
on the top of the breach, and carried the Aug- IS* 
place a . They (pared the lives of the Chri- l 31 o. 
ftian inhabitants, and gave them their liber- 
ty, but the infidels were cut in pieces. This is the 
fum of what the hiftorians of that time fay in their fhort 
account of this expedition. The conqueft of the capi- 
tal was followed with the taking of the caftle of Lin* 
dus, which is fituate in the eaftern part of the ifland. 
Near this caftle there is a port and two bays, lying to 
the north, one of which is called to this day the bay of 
ferpents. The other fortrefles (hared the fame fate, 
and the whole ifland was, in lefsthanfour years, reduced 
under the dominion of the hofpitallers. As an eternal 
monument of a conqueft fo ufeful to Chriftcndom, and 
fo glorious to the order of St. John, ail nations, by 
common confent, gave the hofpitallers the name of the 
knights of Rhodes: and it is by this name that we (hall 
for the future (peak of a body of knights that continued 
to make themfelves as ufeful to Chriftian princes, as 
they were formidable to the Mahometans. 

The grand matter's firft care was to repair the walls 
and fortifications of the town of Rhodes, which he 
had ruined during the fiege : in the next place, he 
bf ought all the velfels of the order into the port ; which 
£ 3 were 

* Anno Demini 1310, in fefto aflumptionis beatae Mariae, exer- 
ritus C-h iftianorum, cum hofpitalariis, obtinuerunt civitatem 
Rhodi, qua eft caput & metropolis totius regionis & inful.arum vi- 
cinarvun. Ex vitaClementis V. p. 7 2, 


5 4 H iflory of the Knights ^/Malta. 

were fitted out immediately, and laden with troops, am* 
munition and provifions : the grand matter went him- 
felf on board the fleet, and fet fail. Of all the con- 
quers that the old Rhodians had made, or colonies that 
they had fettled indifferent countries, there was nothing 
left at that time under their dominion, but eight or nine 
Imali adjacent ifles, or rather clufters of rocks and 
fhelves, which were then called the ifles of the Rhodi- 
ans, Such were the ifles of Nifara, Lero, Calamo, 
Epifcopia, Chalce, Simia, Tilo, and Cos, or Lango. 
To reduce thefe ifles under his obedience, the grand 
mafter had only the trouble of appearing before them. 
Nifara, called by the ancients Nifyris, was fltuate in 
the Archipelago, two leagues from the ifle of Cos, or 
Lango, and at the fame diflance from the province of 
Cana. This ifle had in it a town of the fame name, 
which in ancient times was famous for a temple dedi- 
cated to Neptune, for hot and wholfome baths, and a 
good port. The, grand mafter, in concert with the 
fupreme council of the order, granted this ifle in flefto 
John and Bonaville Alfatiers, two brothers, who had 
iignalized themfelves in the conqueft of Rhodes ; and 
this feoffment was made on condition, that they fhould 
build immediately one galley of fixfcorc oan>, well 
provided with foldiers and ammunition, and be ob- 
liged to go on board it themfelves, and repair to fuch 
places as fhould be appointed by the orders of the grand 
mafter. 

That prince paffed from thence to the ifle of Lero, 
which is about eighteen Italian miles in circumference. 
There are quarries of marble all over it : the whole ifle 
Is but a rock or mountain, on the higheft part of which 
there was a caftle to defend the entrance of the port 
from any attempts of the corfairs. Though the ifle of 
Calamo is larger, and at leall forty miles in compafs, 
yet it is neither more fertile nor rich than Lero ; Vis 
indeed nothing but rocks and mountains. The foil ap- 
peared fo dry and barren to the grand mafter, that he 
wasfurprizedto Ice near the port the ruins of a great city, 
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the inhabitants whereof could not, in all probability, 
have any way of fubfidence but by commerce. 

The ifles of Epifcopia, Calche, and Tilo, afforded 
the knights as ealy concjueds, but not at all more pro- 
fitable than the former. That of Syma, or Simia, Teem- 
ed more important, by realon of the excellence of its 
wines, and the number of goats that are bred there. 
The children in this ifiand were brought up to fwim, 
and dive in the lea, in order to fifh at the bottom of the 
water for fponges, which are in great plenty all about 
the ifiand ; and there was a law among them, in for- 
mer times, prohibiting young men. from marriage, till 
they could dive twenty fathom deep in the water, and 
continue there for fome time. This ifle was (till fa- 
mous among thofe of the Archipelago, for the skill of its 
carpenters, who built pinks and imall frigates, fo light 
and fwift for failing or roving, that there was no veil'd 
could come near them. It is laid, that the grand ma- 
iler cauled a tower of vad height to be built there, on 
the top of a mountain, from whence they could dilco- 
ver (hips at a great didance from the Ihore, and that he 
ordered the inhabitants, when they faw any appear, to 
fend advice of it to Rhodes by their light barks, or give 
notice by the dated fignals of lighting up fires in the 
night-time, and making a thick lmoak by day. 

Of all thefe iflands, if we may give them that name, 
Cos, or Lango, famous for the birth of Hippocrates 
and Apelles, was the mod confiderable. J Tis near 
forty Italian miles in length, and about leventy in cir- 
cumference. 

This ifiand has that of Rhodes on the fouth-ead. 
*Tis about an hundred miles didantfrom Afia Minor, or 
Anatolia, which lies dire&ly ead of it. It has the ifie 
of Calamus on the wed, and that of Scarpanto on the 
fouth : the foil of it is fertile, and it produces fruits of 
all lorts in great plenty. It excels in wines, which pals 
for the mod delicious in thole parts. The grand ma- 
iler oblerved there a little town, called Lango, from 
the name of the ifiand, fituate by the fea-lide, at the 
end of a great bay, and at the foot of an hill, which 

term;- 


5 G Ilijlory the Knights cfhl a LT a . 

terminates in a plain. The port was at that time large 
and convenient ; but fome time fince, ftormy weather, 
and the waves of the lea, have driven in lucli a quan- 
tity of land, that the month of the port is almoftchoak- 
ed up, and it admits none but little veflels, large fiiips 
and gallies being obliged to hay in the road adjoining, 
which is clean, firm, fandy, and proper for ancho- 
rage. 

The grand matter, perceiving the importance of 
the ifie, caufed a plan of a cattle, fortified with feve- 
ral fquare towers, to be marked out ; which, by his vi- 
gilance and care, was fin i filed in a ftiort time, and he 
left a knight to command there. Such as fucceeded 
him in that poft, encouraged commerce in the ifland, 
adorned the town with fine houles, and thele with an 
infinite number of marble pillars and ttatutes : and this 
ifie became afterwards fo powerful, under the govern- 
ment of the order, that it was looked upon as a fecond 
Rhodes, and made a bailiwick, and an epifcopal lee 
under the Metropolitan of Rhodes. 

The grand matter having ettablifhed his authority, 
and ordered all things to his nrnd in thele iflands, came 
back to Rhodes in triumph. He was in hopes of en- 
joying there, with comfort and tranquility, the firft 
fruits of his victory, when he found himfelf attacked 
by a formidable enemy, railed up againft him by the 
corfairs and the other Mahometans, who had joined 
with the Greek inhabitants in defending the ifie of 
Rhodes againft the knights. Thefe infideh, after their 
defeat, and to avoid the firft fury of the vi&orious lol- 
diers, had got on board fome barks, and, under the 
fhelter of the night, had landed fiife on the coaft of 
Lycia, from whence they dilperled themfelves into dif- 
ferent places, and part of them took refuge in the ter- 
ritories of Ottoman, carrying thither their complaints, 
and the hiftory of their calamities. 

Osman, or Ottoman®, from whom theTurkilh em- 
perors of that denomination are descended, reigned at 
that time over part of Bithynia, a provence of Afia Mi- 
nor, 

a Obfcmtions fur forigine des Turcs, 1. 3 . c. 8 . 
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nor, or Natolia. That prince, either out of zeal for his 
religion, or out of ambition, andadeflre of aggrandiz- 
ing himlelf, or it may be to prevent fuch bold and en- 
terprizing neighbours from fettling fo near his domini- 
ons, took thele refugees into his protection, and refolv- 
ed to drive the knights out of the ifle of Rhodes before 
they had time to eAablifli their dominions there : this 
we are now going to relate ; but perhaps the reader 
will not be difpleafed to have a more particular account 
of the original, the fortune, the defigns and conqueAs 
of a prince and houfc, which, from very weak begin- 
ings, has extended itfelf, with a wonderful rapidity, 
into three parts of our continent, and laid the founda- 
tion of this new empire almoA at the very time that the 
knights of St.John feized the ifle of Rhodes, as if pro- 
vidence had direded them thither, to ferve as a barrier 
againA Ottoman and his fuccefTors, and (lop the pro- 
grefs of the Turkifh arms by their valour. 

There are different accounts of the origin of this 
houle ; fome derive it from a Tartar, or Nomadian 
fhepherd, who, quitting the care of his flock, applied 
himlelf to arms, let up for a dueller, and, upon van- 
quishing, in Angle combat, a Greek trooper, belong- 
ing to the army of the eniperorJohnComnenus, receiv- 
ed, by way of recompence, from Aladin, fultan of I- 
conium, the town of Ottormnzic, from whence his 
poAerity have taken their name. 

Though the Turks in general 2re not ufually fond 
of counterfeit genealogies, leaving that illuGon to the 
vanity ofChriAians ; yet the princes of this houle, af- 
ter they were arrived to that grandeur and height of 
power, which made them formidable to all their neigh- 
bours, did not care to own fo mean an original ; and, 
in defeCl of truth, were forced to have recourfe, like a 
great many others, to fable and romance. They pre- 
tended that the Tartar we are fpeaking of, was a prince 
ofthe iliu Arious hou/e of the Comneni, and nephew to the 
eniperorJohnComnenus, whomeeting withill treatment, 
retired, in hopes of revenging himlelf, to the court of Ala- 
din, turnedMahometan and married the fultan’s daughter, 

who 
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xvho having for her portion the town of Ottomanzic, 
with feveral villages depending upon it, their pofterity 
took their furname from thence down to fultan Otto- 
man, who diflinguifhing himfelf above all his race by 
his valour, laid the foundation of the new monarchy 
ol the Turks, and left the name of Ottoman to the fa- 
mous defendants of that Comnenus, who was nephew 
to the emperor. 

Thus the romance ; but inftead of fuch a piece of 
flattery and impoflure, take the true hiflory of the fadt 
as follows 3 . It appears from all the writers of that 
lime, that the original of this houie cannot be carried 
higher than one Soliman, who lived A.D. I 2 T 4 , and 
in the year 6 1 1 of the Hegira. He was chief of one 
of thofe tribes of Nomades, who, having no particular 
country of their own, wandered from place to place, 
flopping fucceflively wherever they were luffered to do 
fo, and where they found good paflure for their flocks. 
It is laid, that this Tartar, or Turk, being driven out 
of Per fia with his tribe, was drowned in attempting to 
fwim cro.'s the Euphrates on horfeback. 

After his death, Orthogul, or Orthogrul, one of 
his children, became the head and leader of the tribe, 
and applied himfelf, for a place of retreat, to Alaedin- 
III. of the Selgeucidian race of Turcomans, and fultan 
of Iconium: that prince took him into his lervice, and. 
n digued his tribe fome lands in Armenia Minor to in- 
habit. Ottoman, fon to Orthogul, by his courage and 
valour carried his hopes and fortune to a higher pitch. 
His tribe and troops increafed confiderably by a great 
number of adventurers that joined him, and drawn by 
the fame of his valour and liberality, were dclirous to 
light under his banner. He made them brave foldiers,. 
and excellent warriors, and the fuccefsofhis arms kept 
pace with his courage. Alaedin, charmed with his re- 
putation, lent him aveft, afabre, a Aandard, and a pair 
of kettle drums. It is reported, that as often as Otto- 
man heard the found of that warlike mufick, to (hew 
his re/pedt to the fultan, he never failed, if he was fit- 

ting* 

a Hiiloirc d® Mahomet II. par la Guilleticrrc* 
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ting, to rife up, thereby fignifying, as it were, that he 
was always ready to march at his command. But not- 
withftanding thefe exterior marks of zeal and fubmifli- 
on, the fultan, who was old^and without iffue, grew 
jealous of him, and dreading his courage and ambition, 
put him upon making war againft the Greeks, for fear 
he fhould turn his arms again It himfelf. 

Ottoman took whole provinces and conflderable 
towns from the Greek emperors, which 
rendered him fo powerful, that he af- A. D. 1299. 
fumed the title of fultan, with the con- Hegir. 699, 
lent of Alaedin himfelf. Others fay, 
that he was not inverted wtth that fovereign title, till 
after the death of his mafter. 

That prince, the lart of the Selgeucides, being 
dead, his generals, like Alexander the Great’s captains, 
divided his dominions among them. Part ofBythinia 
and Cappadocia fell to Ottoman. That prince knew 
how to maintain this rifing empire, by new conquefts, 
which he gained in Lycia and Caria, as well as by the 
wildom of his government, and the lingular goodnefs 
of his nature ; a virtue rarely to be found in a warlike 
prince and a conqueror. The fame of his affability 
has been conveyed down by tradition among theTurks, 
and is preferved to this day. When their emperors 
mount the throne, amidft the public acclamations, 
and among the virtues' worthy of a fovereign, they ne- 
ver fail to wifh them the gooclnefs of Ottoman ; which 
Ihews, that they are heroes, and virtuous princes, that 
found and ratfe empires, and tyrants and effeminate 
ones that lofathem. 

The prince we are fpeaking of, being foliated by 
the Mahometans, whom the knights had chafed out of 
Rhodes, put his troops on board a fleet, landed in the 
ifle, advanced towards the capital, and inverted it. 
The grand mafter had fcarce time enough to repair the 
walls, but the baftions and fortifications were {till in 
a ruinous condition. Experience fhewed, on this oc- 
cafion, that no place can be more fecurely fortified, 
than by the courage and valour of thofe that defend it. 

The 
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The knights flood feveral ftorms : the Turks loll abun- 
dance of men in thele alfaults ; and Ottoman, that 
was lo fuccefsful in all his enterprises, mifcarried in 
this, and was obliged to raife the liege and embark. 

Several hillorians pretend, that the knights of 
Rhodes owed their deliverance, and the pre- 
1310. fervation of their late con^ueft, to Amee V. 

called the Great, count of Savoy. They lay, 
that this prince, coming with a mighty fleet to their 
fuccour, landed his troops, advanced agiinft the ene- 
my, defeated them in battle, an$ forced Ottoman to 
raife the fiege, and re-imbark. Thele writers add, that 
Amee, to prelerve the memory of this great event, and 
fo glorious a vi&ory, took thereupon, for his device, 
thele four capitals, divided by (lops from one another, 
F. E. R. T. which were afterwards explained by thele 
Latin words, Fortitudo ejus Rhodurn tenuit, meaning, 
that the valour of that prince preferved the town of 
Rhodes ; nay, they would needs have it, that Amee, 
after this battle, llruck the eagle of Savoy out of his 
arms, and took in its (lead the crofs of St. John. 

Though an event fo extraordinary in itfelf, and fo 
honourable for the houfe of Savoy, has been related by 
an infinite number of writers, and is mentioned too in 
the hillorians of the order, yet the ftridl regard we owe 
to truth, obliges us to declare, that we look upon this 
relation as falle, falfe both in lubllance and in all its 
circumftances. 

It is not true, that Amee came into the ille of 
Rhodes, and made war there, either in 1 no, or in the 
years which immediately preceded or followed thecon- 
quell of it bj the knights of St. ohn 

That prince*, in 1309, was in England, and pre- 
lent at the ceremony of the coronation of Edward II. 
and the year following, A. D. 1310, in September, 
he was at Chamberry, where he entertained Henry II. 
count of Luxemburg!], emperor tied, and attended 
him afterwards in his Italian voyage to Rome, whither 
that prince went to receive the imperial crown j and it 
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is plain from cotemporary hiftorians, that he did not 
dir from the emperor either in that or the following 
year. 

With regard to the my devious device, upon which 
they 'found this pretended expedition into the hie of 
Rhodes, Louis of Savoy, baron de Vaux, who died in 
1301, damped it upon his coin above ten years before 
Ottoman attacked the knights ; and we dill fee upon 
the tomb of Thomas of Savoy, father of Amee V. 
■whom we are now fpeaking of, the reprefentation of 
a dog lying at his feet, with a collar, about which wc 
read the word Fert, without any points to disjoin the 
letters. 

Nor is there any more ? force in the proof they would 
draw from the crofs of the order of St. John, which 
they fuppofe was fhft born by Amee, iruhe arms of his 
family. For beddes, that the princes of Piedmont bore 
the fame crofs long before, we find it as high as xA. D. 
1304, in a feal of Thomas of Savoy, fixed to a treaty 
which he made that very year with Stephen de Coligm, 
lord of Andelot ; which (hews clearly, that all that 
they have invented to explain thefe four myderious let- 
ters, is a mere fable, and that the knights of Rhodes 
owed the fird defence of that place to nothing but their 
own valour and their arms. 

The grand mader, as foon as he faw the Turks re* 
imbarked, to put the town of Rhodes for the future in 
a good date of defence, drengthened the walls with a 
good rampart, and added new fortifications to it. Af- 
ter this he applied himfelf with great diligence to re- 
ftore commerce to its former flourifhing date, which, 
before the war, and indeed in all ages, had made it one 
of the mod confiderabl? towns of Ada. His port was 
free and open to all i.uions: a great number ofChridi- 
ans, efpecially of the Latins, who, after the lofs of the 
Holy Land, had difperfed them (elves in different parts 
of Greece, flocked thitherto fettle them (elves, and live 
under the ftandard of Sr. John, from which they had 
io often found prote&ion. Out of this medley of knights 
and inhabitants, as well Greeks as Latins, a r.ew war- 
Vol. II. F ' like 
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like ancl trading (late was formed, that loon became as 
potent by its riches as it was formidable by the courage 
and valour of its new fovereigns. 

The fame of this conqued,and the news of the raid- 
ing of the liege, palled loon into the well. ’Twas 
the fubjedl of universal joy in all the dates ofChriden- 
dom. It was followed with a companion between the 
two military orders, not at all to the advantage of the 
templars. They laid, that the hofpitallers had never 
fhewn any difpofition to give over the hopes of driving 
the infidels fome time or other out of the Holy Land ; 
that they had ftaid in the eaft for this end ; and that 
their late conqued of an ifland fo confiderable as that 
of Rhodes, lecured a commodious port for all the cru- 
lades : whereas the templars, by their precipitate re- 
treat into Europe to their commandries, and by the ef- 
feminate and luxurious lives they led there, leaned to 
have renounced their profeffion, and left the holy 
places for ever as a prey to the Turks and Sarazens. 
Thele dilcourles, which were not deditute of truth, 
with others dill more odious that were privately Ipread 
abroad, determined the king of France to prolecute his 
defign of fuppreding that order. 

We do not certainly know in what vearthat prince 
took up this terrible relolution againd he templars. It 
only appears from hidory, that a cii.zen of Beziers, 
named Squill de Florian, and a templar that had apo- 
datized from his order, having been apprehended for 
enormous crimes, and committed to the fame dungeon, 
thele two villains defpairimg of life, confcded one ano- 
ther, for want of the facrament of penance, which at 
that time was not adminidied to criminals going to ex- 
ecution. The lame practice was in ule among Inch as 
travelled by fea, if in a dorm they found themfelves in 
danger of being lod, and there was no pried in the 
fhip. 

Sqjltin having heard the templar’s confeffion, called 
one of the king’s officers, and told him that he was 
ready to reveal a fecret to that prince, of fuch impor- 
tance, that he would receive more advantage from the 

know- 
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knowledge of it, than from the conqued of an entire 
kingdom ; but that he would never di (cover it to any 
body but the king him (elf. Other hidoiians a furl be 
this fa<ft to a templar prior of Montfaucon, and to ano- 
ther knight of the fame order, called NofFodci, who, 
for their impieties and infamous lives, had been bo;h 
condemned by the grand mader and council of the or- 
der, to be immured for life. 

Whatever were the names ofihefe villains, Philip 
the Fair, at the indance of him that de fired to (peak 
with him, and perhaps out of impatience to know the 
fecret which was to procure him fueh immenle riches, 
lent for him to Paris. He refolved to hear himfelf what 
he had to fay, and after promiGng him a full pardon, 
and even a reward, if he told the truth, the criminal, 
who had drawn up a plan of his accufation, charged the 
whole body of the templars with robbery, murder, 
idolatry, and fodomy. He added, that when a templar 
was received into the order, they obliged him to re- 
nounce Jefus Chrid, to /pit upon the crofs in token of 
bis abhorrence of it; and that the/e knights being (ecret 
Mahometans, had, by a vile piece of treachery, loldthe 
Holy Land to the fultans and princes of thatfedl. More 
of this nature may be feen in the collection of Peter 
Dupuy, where there is a particular detail of all the a- 
bominations and obfeenities which this informer charg- 
ed upon the order, and which decency does not al- 
low us to mention here. 

The king gave the pope an account of thefe accu- 
fations in the interview he had with him at Lyons, and 
prefTed him dill more clofely upon the famefubjcCt the 
year following at Poitiers, where they met by concert 
to treat of this grand affair. But it does not appear that 
the pope had as yet taken any method but that of private 
information. As the embaffadors, which the king left 
at the pope’s court, folicited him continually to con- 
demn this order, we have a letter of Clement’s to the 
king, dated July 9. in which he declares exprefsly, 
that if the corruption charged upon the templars was 
ijs general as he pretended, and the whole order was 
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to be abolifhed, he would have all their effefls and re- 
venues employed for the recovery of the Holy Land, 
and would not iuffer the lead part thereof to be con- 
verted to other ufes ; which would make one believe, 
that the pope fufpeftedtheprolecution carried onagainft 
the templars, was levelled as much at their great 
riches and eftates, as againft the irregularity of their 
manners. 

It appears likeways that the pope, either on account 
of this affair, or that of Boniface, whole memory the 
king in Tided he fhould condemn, and cenfure him as 
an impious perfonand an heretic, finding hirrflelf befet 
with the miniders of that prince, had been deftrous of a 
time to be out of his territories ; and that he even dii- 
guiied himitlf to efcape from Poitiers, and in A. D, 
1306, fet out with fome cardinals for Bourdeaux, with- 
out any other attendants but lome mules to carry his 
money. Bat being dilcovered on the road by the 
king’s em’fiaries, he thought it bed to return back a* 
gain to Poitiers 51 . 

Philip, who was warm and impatient, and could 
not bear with the pope’s flow and dilatory way of pro- 
ceeding, gave private orders to apprehend, on one and 
the fame day, the grand mader and all the templars 
that were in Paris, and the feveral provinces of his 
kingdom. This order was executed on Friday Oft. 

1 3th ; and, at the fame time, all their effects were fell- 
ed and fequedered into the king’s hands b . 

A 

* Tunc papa & cardinoles venerunt Piftavim, ubi longiorem 
Tnoram, ut dicitur, quam voluiflent fecerunt, Regs Francovum 
& ejus complicibus Sc mimftris il lie eos quafi detinentibus violen- 
ter. Nam papa, ut dicitur, fub alterius fidtione perfonae aliquan- 
do tentavit cum paucis iummariis tarn an oneratis argento & au- 
>0 praecedentibus, verfus Rurdega’am proficifci: Sed a quibufdam 
qui pro rege crant agnitus, cum rebus quas illuc volebat transfers, 
compulfus eft Pidlavim remeare. Prima vita dementis V. ex Ba- 
lufio p. 5. 

b Eodem anno in Oflobri capti fuerunt omnes templarii una 
die in toto regno Francioe, accufati de ha;rcfi peffima, unde confif- 
cata 1 307 funt omnia bona eorum, quae nunc tenet ordo hofpita- 
lariorum Sc ipfi in caicere duo detinentur. Secunda yita Clemen^ 
tis V. auftore Ptolcmaso Luccnfi ordinis praedicatorum. 
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A step fb extraordinary, caufed a general furprife 
all over Chriftendom. Some aferihed it to the fecret 
refentment which the king, who was revengeful in his 
nature, retained, as they laid, againft the templars, for 
having declared themlelves in favour of Boniface VIII. 
during the differences between him and that pontiff. It 
was laid likeways, that they had furnifhed the pope 
with confiderable funis and to inccnfe the king the 
more, they added, that a templar, treafurerto Philip, 
had been io faithlels to his matter, as to take the king’s 
own money to aflifb his enemy with it out of the trea- 
fury, as may be feen in the fixth article of the acCufa- 
tions brought againft them, and recited in the great 
chronicle of St. Denis, in the reign of Philip the Fair. 
Qu’eux reconnurent du threfor du roi a aucuns avoir 
donne, qui au roi avoient fait contrariete, laquelle chofc 
etoit moult domageable au royaume. Meaning here- 
by, as Belleforeft fays a , Boniface VIII. a mortal ene- 
my to the king, and continually at variance with him. 

Other hiftoriaris, without going fb far back as the 
king’s difference with Boniface, pretend, that this 
prince, having debaled his coin without lowering its 
value, to carry on the war againft the Flemings, the 
templars, who found their intereft touched by it, had 
been underhand the authors of a fedition raifed on that 
occafion at Paris, or at leaft had fomented it by f peak- 
ing it too freely againft the perfon of the king. The 
people, who are always people, i. e. always difeon- 
tented with the government, whatever it be, maintain- 
ed, that there was no need to fearch for any other mo- 
tive for the apprehending of the templars, than the a- 
varice of that prince and his minifters, and their gree- 
dinefs to have the plunder of the immenfe riches of the 
order. Upon this occafion they cited the late example 
of the Jews, who we re tolerated in the kingdom ; but 
Philip had, the year before, caufed them ail to be ar- 
refted in one day, as he had juft ferved the templars ; 
and after (tripping them of all their effetfts, had obli- 
ged them to depart the kingdom with their families, half 
K 3 ftarved 
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flarved and naked, with only a poor pittance for them 
to fubfiH on in the road. 

Some warm perlons, called likeways to mind what 
had palled in Italy at Anagni, the country and refidence 
of Boniface VIII. whole treafure was plundered by 
fome French and Italian adventurers, that the king 
maintained privately beyond the mountains, under the 
command of Nogaret and Colonna. They laid the king 
had put into his own pocket the greateH part of this 
treafure, which was the richefl in ChriHendom, either 
in gold and filver, or in diamonds and precious Hones. 

There is Hill in being an anonymous memorial 
of thole times, which might induce one to fufpetH, that 
among the motives fuggeHed to that prince, to engage 
him to pulh on the condemnation of the templars, there 
were fome not altogether diHntereHed. As the defign 
of abolilhing the order was no longer made a lecret in 
France, after the templars were taken up, one of that 
let of men who raile their own fortune on the ruin of 
that of others, propofed to king Philip the Fair, to in- 
Hitute and found a new order, by the name of the 
royal order, and to obtain a grant from the pope, 
to annex the great revenues of the templars to it; 
that the knights of Rhodes, and the knights of all 
the other military orders in ChriHendom, Ihould be 
incorporated into this new order ; that they Ihould 
be ail obliged to take the habit of it, and acknowledge 
the authority of one grand maHer general, who Ihould 
he named for that purpofe by the fovereign pontiff. To 
engage the king in this project, the autnor of the me- 
morial propofed, that his majeHy Ihould enter into a 
treaty with all the other fovereigns that afiumed the 
title of kings of Jerufalem, and get that title conferred 
on the king of Cyprus, who had neither wife nor chil- 
dren ; and that this prince, being made grand maHer 
of the order, Ihould take the habit, be profefled, and 
declare Philip, lecond fon to the king of France, his 
liiccefibr in the grand mallerHtip, and the two crowns; 
which young prince, by this union of two crowns, 
joined to the immenfe revenues of all the military or- 
ders, would become one of the moH potent princes of 
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the eaft. The bait was like enough to go down with 
a king that had three male children*. 

But be the cafe how it will, with regard to the va- 
rious motives that determined Philip the Fair to prefs 
the condemnation of the templars?, we leave it freely 
to the reader to decide, whether he acled in this grand 
afrair, out of a pure zeal for the prefervation of religi- 
on, as is affirmed in the bulls of pope Clement V. or 
whether that prince did not proceed with 16 much heat 
againft the templars, merely out of the principle of a 
gainful vengeance blended with avarice, as was given 
out by foreign writers, prejudiced perhaps, and ene- 
mies to France. I know not whether we are to a fen be 
the letters of Edward II. king of England, to this na- 
tional jealoufy ; but as foon as that prince heard of the 
imprifonment of the templars in France, he wrote im- 
mediately to the pope, and mod of the European prin- 
ces, deliring them to give no credit to the calumnies 
fpread abroad againft thole knights, who are, lays he, 
reverenced over all England for the purity of their faith, 
the regularity of their lives, and their zeal for the de- 
fence of religon. 

But notwithdanding this apology, it mud: be own- 
ed, that after the firft age of the inftitution of the temp- 
lars, a wordly fpirit, luxury, and the delicacies and 
excedes of the iable, had begun to iiife<d feveral 
knights of that order. The old proverb of drinking 
like a templar, which after fuch a diftance of time, is 
flill kept up, ffiews what a chara&er they had upon this 
article. ’Tis true, indeed, that the primitive valour 
and zeal of the old templars againll the infidels, frill 
dillinguiffied themlelves in the body of the order ; but 
in moll of its particular members, there was no longer 
to be found that fpirit of religion, animated by a lively 
faith, which St. Bernard fo highly extolled, nor yet 
that dilinterellednefs and Chridian moderation which 
their predecedors prelerved, even in the midd of the 
mod glorious vi&ories. That happy age once gone, a 

haughty 

* Louis Hutin, Philip the Long, Charles the Fair, 
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haughty deportment, which high birth is too apt to 111- 
fpire, a fiercenefs which their valour gave them, and a 
certain domineering fpirit, which great riches never fa ; l 
to produce, made them afterwards pals for the proud- 
eft of men. 

The templars were accufcd of ambition, a fatal 
paflion, which drew upon them afterwards the feveri- 
tv, and, if I may venture to fay fo, the unmercifulnefs 
of mod: of the bifhops their judges, with whom both 
they and the hofpirallcrs had formerly great differ- 
ences, on account of their independence, and the pri- 
vileges of their order. 

These prelates, at the king’s inftance, and affifted 
by William de Paris, a dominican, the inquifitor gene- 
ral and confeilor to that prince, called theprifoners be- 
fore them to undergo their firfl examination ; and the 
famous William de Nogaret, fo noted for the boldnefs 
of his enterprifes againff Boniface VIII. had likewiie the 
management of this terrible affair. 

The pope was not a little furpriled to hear of the 
imprifonment of the grand matter, and all the templars 
in France, and he looked upon the proceedings of the 
bifhops and inquifitor, as an incroachment- upon his 
own authority. In the firfl heat of his refentment, he 
fufpended the powers of William de Paris, and inhibit- 
ed the bifhops of France from taking any cognifance 
of this affair, which he referved to himielf. He wrote 
at the fame time to the king, to complain of his impri- 
foning the members of a religious order, who held, as 
he faid, of no fiiperior but the holy fee ; and told 
him, in a letter written with much fpirit, that he had 
fent the cardinals Berenger de Fredole, and Stephen 
de Sufy, and expe&ed that he fhould immediately 
put both the perfons and effe<tts of the templars into 
their hands, or thole of the bifhop of Prcnefte his nun- 
cio. 

Philip anfwered him 2 , that he had not caufcd 
them to be apprehended but upon the previous requeft 

* of 
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' of the inquifltor, an officer of the court of Rome, and 
appointed by the pope himlelf in lv.s kingdom ; that 
the fufpenfion of the powers of that dominican, and oi: 
thole of the blffiops, who by a right efTential to their 
order, were judges in matters of doltrine, was very 
prejudicial to religion ; that the templars would not 
fail to make their advantage of it, and might upontlv.s 
occafton flitter theinfelves with hopes of finding protec- 
tion at his court. He complained in the next place of 
tue pope’s too great dd at ovine's, in fecondmg him info 
j fb a profecution, and represented to him in term9 
which carried an air of reproach, that God abhorred 
nothing fo much as the lukewarm ; that to be flow in 
punifhing the crimes of theaccufed, was giving-akind 
of con lent to them ; that inftesd of interdiding the 
biffiops as he had done, the difeharge of the efTential 
funflions of their dignity, he ought on the contrary to 
excite their zeal for the extirpation of fo corrupt an or- 
der; and that after all thele prelates were called, as 
well as himfelf, to fliare in the care of the church of 
God. That prince, jealous of the rights of epifcopacy 
goes on in thele words: u It would be a cruel injuftice, 
mofl holy father, to thefe prelates, which God for- 
u bid, to inhibit them the exercife of a miniflry, which 
<i they have received immediately from him, and de- 
ie prive them of the right they have to defend thefaith. 
<{ Neither have they merited fo unjufl treatment, nor 
4< can they fuffier it, or we ourfelves wink at it, wiih- 
€i out violating the oath we took at our coronation. 
u ’Tw’ould be a mod crying fin indeed to throw fuch 
“ a contempt on thole whom God has fent. For our 
“ Lord faith, he that defpifeth yon,de(pifeth me, Who 
a then, holy father, continues this prince, is the fa- 
a crilegious wretch, that dares advife you to defpile 
ci thefe prelates, or rather Jefus Chrift, who has lent 
u them ?” The king concludes this fmart letter with 
fome maxims and expreffions that are flill feverer. He 
affirms, that the pope is fubjeft to the laws of his pre- 
deceffors a , fofar, adds he, that fome have maintained* 
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that the pope may be involved, ipfo faCto, in a canon 
or fentencc paffed on a matter of faith. 

This letter, taken from the royal records of France, 
by Peter Dupuv, thews us how impatient the king wa9 
at the leall delay in this affair. The conduit he had 
obferved, in regard to pope Boniface, making his fuc- 
ceffor apprehenfive of drawing upon his back a prince, 
refolute and incapable of ever defiling from what he had 
once taken in hand, Clement found himlclf obliged to 
yield to a temper, and relax fomewhat of the formalities 
of law. The affair was accommodated by the endea- 
vours of the two cardinals, and a good harmony re- 
flored between the fpiritual and temporal powers. It 
was agreed, that the king Ihould put the perfons and 
elfeCfeof the templars into the hands of the pope’s nuncio, 
which was executed immediately, tho* they were frill 
guarded by the king’s fubje&s. 

But for form lake, and to pleafe the pope, it was 
faid, that they were guarded in his name, and in the 
name of the church. Much the fame method was ob- 
ferved with regard to their cffedls, and the perlons in 
whole hands they were depofited. Every thing indeed 
was adminifrred in the pope’s name, but among the 
adminiftrators were William Pifdoue and Rene Bour- 
don, valets de chambre to the king*; which fhews 
plainly, that in this whole affair, there was nothing 
but the frile and form of the fequefrration changccj^ 
The king, in return for fo fright a fatisfaCtion, requir- 
ed the pope to take off his confefTor’s Iblpenfron, and 
to allow that dominican frill to alfifr in the pr'olecuti- 
on and trial of the templars. “ Though this be m 
“ contradiction to my own authority,” lays Clement, 
In one of his bulls 1 *, “ yet I give the king my word, 
(( lince he will have it lb, that the inquifitor fhall be 
“ fuffered to proceed with the ordinaries; but this upon 
i( condition,” adds the pope, “ that no bifiiop lhall ex- 
li amine any templars but fuchas are private members 
(< of the order, and belong to his own dioede ; and 

“ that 
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* i that thofe knights fhali not be judged but by me- 
u tropolitans, and in a council of each province : 
<( and that none of thofe prelates (hall take cogniiancc 
u of the general ftate of the whole order, or of what 
u relates to the perfon of the grand matter, and prin- 
u cipal officers of the order, the examination and judg- 
(c ment whereof I referve, fays he, to myfelf, -and to 
gi the holy lee.” 

The pope and the king being agreed, began ill 
concert to carry on the profecution of the templars. 
The prifons were crowded with thefe knights, who, 
excepting fuch as pleaded guilty, were all put to the 
moft violent torture. Nothing was to be heard but 
the cries and groans of fuch as had their flefh torn off 
with burning pincers, or were broken and difmember- 
ed on the rack. A great number, to avoid fuch in- 
humane tortures, confefled at once all that was re- 
quired of them; but there was alio abundance of thofe 
templars, who, in ihe midft of the moft horrible tor- 
ments, maintained with an invincible firmnefs and ob- 
ftinacy, that they were innocent. The different, and 
indeed contradictory manner, in which feveral authors 
have related thefe faCts, has left pofterity the moft im- 
penetrable piece of hiftory that everfuffered by the ma- 
lice or negligence of hiftorians. 

The pope being minded to take cognifance of this 
affair, examined feventy two templars himfelf, who 
confefled themfelves guilty ; and a knight of the order, 
who was alio an officer of that pontiff’s, owned to 
him, as he fays, ingenuoufly all the inquity he had diP* 
covered among his brethren. The pope, after this, or- 
dered the grand matter, the great priors, and the prin- 
cipal commanders of France, Gafcogny, Normandy, 
Aquitain and Poitou, to be brought before him. “We 
“ have ordered them, fays he, in one ofhis bulls, to 
u be removed to Poitiers, but fome of them being lick 
<( at Chinon in Touraine, fo that they are not able to 
u travel on horfeback, or to bear any other method of 
<c conveyance what foe ver, we have appointed the car- 
*[ .dinals Berenge, Stephen and Landulfc to take their 

“ exa- 
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ce examination.” *Tis very probable, that thofe knighff 
who could not be brought to Poitiers on horfeback, or 
in any other manner, were fuch as had been broken on 
the rack. 

The grand matter, as it is (aid, owned at Poitiers 
mod of the crimes charged upon his order. There are 
fome hittorians that fay, he had made the like confei- 
fion before at Paris, and in confequence of that had 
even wrote a circular letter to all his knights, exhort- 
ing them to imitate him in his confeffion and repent- 
ance. The commiffioners of the holy fee, at their re- 
turn from Chinon, delivered the verbal procefs or re- 
port of this confeffion to the pope and the king. That 
prince was returned to Poitiers, to follicit the more 
effedually the condemnation of the whole body of the 
templars, and obtain from the pope the utter extin&ion 
of the order. 

But while they were taking their meafures for this 
purpofe, and laying the main ttrefs of their proceedings 
upon the confeffions of a great number of templars, they 
were furprized to hear, that mod of thofe knights had 
recanted their confeffions, aud declared, they were ex- 
torted from them by force of torments ; that they o- 
penly detefted the pardon which the king’s officers 
tendered them, and that they looked upon it as the price 
of falfehood and the fcandalous recompence of a preva- 
rication that was equally prejudicial to their honour and 
their confidence. 

In the mean time,- the kings of England, Cattile, 
Arragon and Sicily, the count of Provence, and mod 
of the princes of Chriftendom,and even the archbifhops 
of Italy, had, at the pope’s inttances, caufed all the 
templars in their dominions to be apprehended. Garri- 
fons at the fame time hid been put into their command- 
ries, all their effettts had been (eizcd,and continual pre- 
parations were making in all quarters to carry on the 
prolecution againft them. 

The templars of Arragon took refuge immediately 
in fome fortreflcs*, which they had built at their own 

expence 
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expence to defend the country agiinft the incurfions of 
the Moors, from whence they wrote to the pope in 
their own j unification. They remonttrated to him, 
that their faith was pure, and had never fallen under the 
lead fufpicion ; that they had often fealed the confeffi- 
on of it with their blood ; that great numbers of their 
brethren, at this very lime, when they were fo barbar- 
oufly perfecuted, were actually groaning under a griev- 
ous flavery among the Moors, who were daily offering 
them their liberty, if they would but change their re- 
ligion; fo that, fay they to the fovereign pontiff, the 
templars, who are (laves to the infidels, are expofed 
to the mod cruel tortures as being Chridians ; and yet, 
at the fametime, Chridian princes burn them as infidels: 
that if any of their order had acknowledged the com- 
miffion of enormous crimes, whether they did fo thio’ 
a fente of guilt, or only to deliver themfclves from the 
torturesof the rack, they defervedto be punifhed either 
as criminals, or as men that were bale enough to betray 
their confidence, the honour of their order, and thefa- 
crednels of truth : but that a noble order, which for two 
ages had done fuch fervices to the church, ought not 
to luffer for the crimes of fome particular members, and 
the weaknefs or prevarication of others. They add, 
that their great poffelfions were the true caufe of the 
perfections they buffered, and befeech the pope, that, 
in imitation of his predeceffors, he would vouchfafe to 
honour them with his prote<5f on, or that they might be 
allowed to defend their innocence themfelves with the 
point of their (words, according to the cuttom of that 
time, and the duties of knighthood, againft fuch pro- 
fligate wretches as fhonld defame them. 

It is not known what antwer the pope made to their 
petition : we only learn from hiftory, that James II. 
who was then upon the throne of Aragon befieged 
them in the cattles whither they were retired *, that he 
macie h ; mielf matter of thole places ; that he appropri- 
ated them to himleif, and tent the templars into differ- 
ent prilbns, where the hi (hop of Vdentia had orders 
from the rope to proiecutc them. 

Vol.II. G 
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Preparations were made at Paris for carrying 
on the like proceedings againft them. Moll of the pri- 
loners were removed a thither ; but their recanting the 
firft confcflion they had made, and afcribing it to the 
violence of the rack, or the fear of torture, put the 
judges to a nonplus. A great confultation was held 
on this fubjeft, and it was long debated, whether they 
fhould take any notice of their proteftations. At lad, 
by a \ery lingular decifion, it was resolved to treat all 
that had recanted their firft confeflion as heretics relap- 
fed , and as perions that had renounced Jefus Chrid. 
Purfuant to this determination, the grand mader de 
Alolay was brought again before the coinmiflioners. 
They asked him, if he had any thing to fay in defence 
of his knights. He replied, that he would freely 
undertake their defence, and fhould be infinitely pleaf- 
ed to maintain the innocence of his order to the face of 
the whole world ; but that he was an illiterate knight, 
i. e. he could neither write nor read, as was the cafe of 
mod of the gentry at that time. He defired the liberty 
of having council, “ though, fays he, they have not 
“ left me four deniers to defray the expence of fuch a 
<( profecution ” 

The commiflioners replied, that in a profecution for 
herefy, the acculed were never allowed the benefit of 
council, or the afiidance of an advocate ; that before 
he undertook this defence he would do well to confider 
ferioufly what he was about ; that he ought efpecially 
to remember the confeffion that he had made himfelf 
at Chinon of his own crimes and thofe of his order : 
and then the confcflion was read over to him. Never 
was adon’fhment e^ua* to that of the grand matter. 
When he heard it read he made the fign of the crofs, 
and cried out, that if the three cardinals, before whom 


1 Eodem anno templarii omnes qui erant in'regno Francia? mit- 
tuntu Faiifhs. Multi coium re ocant quod dixeiant. Move- 
tur queftio contra eos utrum ta is revocatio poftet dici r-laplio, 
Sc jidic ur contra eos quod fie. Unde pariliis comburunt r quin- 
qu’ai n a ;uituor, ftantibus eis in propofito quod veri Catholici 
client. Ex fecunda vita dementis V. pag. 37. 
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he had appeared at Chinon, and who had fubfcribed 
his examination, were of any other quality, he knew 
well what he fhould fay As the commiffioners prelf* 
ed him to explain himlelf more openly, being no long- 
er inafler of his refentment, he added, that they de- 
ferved the fane punifhrnent that the Sarazens and 
Tartars infl’61 on lia s and perfons guilty of forgery, 
whole bellies, fays he, they rip up, and cut oiT their 
heads a . 

Yet it is plain, by the inftruments and records of 
this prolecution, that before the meeting of Chinon, 
and in hopes of the impunity which the pope and king 
had promifed him, he had, on two occafions, confefied 
part of the crimes laid to his charge. But it is probable, 
that the fecretary or regifter, who drew up his confef- 
fion at Chinon, had, to improve the charge, and ren- 
der him more criminal, added federal aggravating cir- 
cumftances to it : perhaps too he had enlarged his con- 
feilion with all the crimes which were in general im- 
puted to the whole order, and *to conceal thefraud, had 
not read it over to him. 

But he that as it will ; the grand mafter, without 
-explaining himlelf more diftindtly upon the fubjetft of 
his confelTion, thought fit only to urge, that the pope 
had relerved to himfelf the cognilance of what related 
to him, and infilled upon being lent to him He add- 
ed, that with regard to his order, he Ihould only men- 
tion three things in their favour : u fit ft, that, ex- 
“ cepting cathedral churches, there was not one in all 
(t Chriftendom where divine lervice was celebrated 
ie with more devotion, or where there were a greater 
<6 number of relicks, or richer ornaments. Secondly, 
“ That in all their commandries they gave a general 
<( alms thrice a week. Thirdly, That there was not 
“ any order or nation where knights and gentlemen 
“ expoled their lives more freely for the defence of 
<c Chriftianity, than the templars had always done ” 
The commillioners told him, that all this was ulelels 
without faith. But he replied, that the templars be- 
G 2 lieved 
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lieved aifuredly all that the catholic church believed, 
and that it was to maintain this holy belief, that fuch a 
number ofthofe knights had /lied their blood againfl 
the Sarazens, the Turks and the Moors. 

Brother Peter de Bologna, a pried, and procu- 
rator general of the order, reprelented to the com- 
mifiioners, that promises of impunity, and threats of 
torments, had been equally made ufe of to obtain an 
acknowledgment of the crimes imputed to his brethren ; 
that they had been told, that their order was tacitly 
given up already to deftrudion, and the pope was to 
abolifh it folemnly in council. The letters patent, with 
the king’s leal upon them, had been (hewed to (everal 
pri loners, wherein, in rale of their confeflion, they 
were pro mi fed life, liberty, and a penfion, as long as 
they lived, and that fuch as could not be (educed by 
the.e pon/iles, had been condrained by violent tor- 
tures : that it was much lefs fur pri zing, that frail 
men, to dive tbemfelves from torments, fhould fpeak 
according to the intention of thole that tormented them, 
than it was to fee fuch numbers of the templars endure 
with condancy the mod dreadful tortures, rather than 
betray the truth : that many of thele knights were dead 
iu dungeons, of the tortures they had differed on the 
rack, and lie dclired, that their executioners and jail- 
ers might be examined to give an account of the fenti- 
ments wherein they died, and declare whether it was 
net true, that they had perfided to the lad gafp, when 
men have nothing more to hope for, or fear, in averr- 
ing their own innocence, and that of their order in ge- 
neral. Then he befought the commiflioners to fum- 
mnn before them a templar, called brother Adam de 
Valincourt, who had palTed from their order to that of 
theChartreux, out of a defire of greater perfedion, but 
not being able to fupport the auderities of the/e latter, 
had petitioned to be again admitted into the order of 
the templars. He added, that the fiiperiors and 
brethren of that knight, had looked upon his fird change 
as apodafy ; that they had obliged him, before they 
would receive him, to prefent himfelf at the door of 
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the temple in a white ffieet ; that after his reluming 
the habit of the order, they had condemned him to eat 
upon the ground for a whole year, to fait upon bread 
and water on wednefdays and Fridays every week, and to 
undergo the dilcipline every funday'from the hands of 
the prielt that officiated. The procurator demanded, 
if it was probable, that this templar fhould return to 
them from the Chartrenx, and liibmit to a corre&icn 
and penance fo long and auftere, if he had diicovered 
among his brethren of the order all the abominations 
that had been alledged to blacken their character; and 
infilled to be heard with his fuperiors, and the depu- 
ties of the whole fociety in a full council, in order, 
faid he, to demonflrate our innocence to the face of all 
Chriftendom. 

Notwithstanding this defence, they proceeded 
to pals fentence. Some were entirely acquitted ; others 
were condemned to a canonical penance, after which 
they were to be fet at liberty. Thele were fuch as ad- 
hered to the confeffion of their faults, and had, to (hew 
their abhorrence of the order, laid afide the habit, and 
fhaved the long beards, which they wore in conformi- 
ty to the cuftom of the eaftern nations. The templars, 
on the contrary, who had revoked their firft confeili- 
on, and perfiftedin the protections they had made of 
their innocence, were treated with exceffive rigour. 
Fifty nine of them, among whom there was a chaplain 
of the king’s, were degraded as relapied heretics, by 
the bifhop of Paris, and delivered over to the lecular 
arm. They were carried out of the gate of S. Antoine 
and burnt alive at a flow fire. All of them, in themidll 
of the flames, called upon the^holy name of God, and, 
what is more furprizing, there was not one of thele 
fifty nine, that, to lave himfelf from fo dreadful an ex- 
ecution, would accept of the pardon which their re- 
lations and friends offered them in the king’s name, 
provided they would renounce their protections. 

There were great numbers of them, in feveral other 
parts of France, that fhewed the fame firmnefs in the 
midft of the flames : they burnt them, but they could 
G 3 never 
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never extort from them an acknowledgment of the 
crimes laid to their charge. “ A thing aftonifhing in- 
€i deed, fays the bifhop of Lodeve, a cotemporary hi- 
“ dorian, that all thole unfortunate perfons, who were 
u executed in the mod terrible manner, gave no other 
“ reafon for their retraction but the fhame and remorfe 
“ they felt, for having, through the violence of the 
“ rack, co life fled crimes of which they pretended t<> 
u be innocent 

The king, who had the affair of the templars ex- 
ceedingly at heart, as the pope fays of him, and the 
liiftorians of that time agree, repaired to Vienna in 
Dauphiny at the time fixed by the pontiff’s bull, and 
came thither attended by Louis his elded fon, king of 
Navarre, in right of his mother, by Philip and Charles, 
brothers to that young prince, by Charles de Valois b , 
and Louis count d’Eureux, their uncles and the king’s 
brothers. That prince appeared in this auguft affem- 
bly with a great court ; others fay, with a numerous 
body of troops, to fliew his power, and command re- 
fpedt. There were prelent in the council above three 
hundred bifhops, without reckoning the abbots, priors, 
and mofl famous doctors of Chriflendom. 

The firft feffion was held the fifteenth of October, 
A. D. 1311, wherein the pope laid before them the 
three reafons for calling the council : r . The affair of 
the templars. 2. The recovery of the Holy Land. 
3. The reformation of manners, and of the dilcipline 
of the church. We fhall confine ourfelf to what parti- 
cularly concerned the templars, and the part which the 
knights of Khodes came afterwards to have in this great 
affair. 

In the firft place, the pope caufed to be read, in full 
council, the proceedings carried on in feveral provin- 
ces, 

a Unum autem mirandum fuit, quod omnes & fmguli eorum 
cenfefliones fuas quas prius jurati fecerant injudicio iecra£tarunt, 
dicentes fc falfo tuilTe confeffos, nullam fuperhoc reddentes caufam 
aliamnifivim aut metum torrnentorum quod de fc talia faterentur. 
I t fecunda vita Clemcntis V. 

* iJaluzius in vitis paparum Avejnon, 
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ces, againft different knights of the temple ; and after 
this was over, he demanded of each of the fathers, in 
his turn, if they did not think it proper to lupprelsan 
order, wherein they had dilcovered fuch crying abufes, 
and fuch enormous crimes 1 . An Italian prelate, ad- 
drefling hi mlclf to the pope, prelled him to abolilli im- 
mediately, and without any formality, an order, againit 
which, he laid, above two thoufand witnefles had de- 
poied in various parts of Chriftendom. But all the hi- 
lltops and archbilhops of the council, and the moll e- 
rninent dc&ors, reprefented unanimoufly to the pope, 
that before he lupprefled an illufti ions order, which, 
from the time of its foundation, had rendered very im- 
portant lervices to Chiiftendom, they were of opinion, 
the grand mailer and principal perlons of the order, 
ought to be heard in their own defence, as juflice re- 
quired, and they themfelves had fo earneftly requeued 
in many petitions. 

The hiftorians of that time tell us, that all the Ita- 
lian bifliops but one were of this opinion, as were aifo 
thole of Spain, Germany, Denmark, England, Scot- 
land and Ireland ; that all the prelates of France alfo 
were of the fame lentiment, except the archbilhops of 
Rheims, Sens and Roan b $ lo that in a council, compof- 
ed of above three hundred bifliops, there were but four 
that gave their opinion contrary to this motion ; and, 
if I may venture to lay fo, contrary to the firft princi- 
ples of natural equity. 

The audience which they infifted on in favour of 
the acculed very much perplexed the pope, who law 
plainly what would be the conlequence of it. What- 

ever 

* P. Dupuy. 

b Interim autem vccantur praelati cum cardinalibus ad confe- 
xendum de templariis : leguntur a<£ta ipforum inter praelatos • Si, 
in hoc convemunt, requ,fitia pontlfice figiJlatim., ut det templariis 
audientiam, five detenfionem. In hac fententia concordant omnes 
praeiati Italic praeter unum. Hifpamae, Theutoniar, Danice, An- 
gl.ae, Scotits & Hyberniae ; item Gallici, prsetertres metropoli- 
tanos, videlicet, Remenfem, Senoncnfem & Rotcmagenfem. Hoc 
autem a&um eft five a&itatum in principio Decembris. Ex fe- 
tunda vita dementis V. p. 43. Autore Ptolomaeo Lucenfi. 
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ever authority he was inverted with, he was ftill ienfi- 
ble that it would be difficult for him to wave hearing 
them upon the various caulks they had of exception, or 
to refute the right of being confronted with their accu- 
fers, and the witnertes againft the.n ; proceedings 
which would all take up a great deal of time, and leave 
the idee of the prolecution uncertain. 

The affair was lpun out to the length of fix months, 
all that time being probably employed in conferences, 
and perhaps in fecret negotiations, to perfuade the pre- 
lates to difpenfe with the ordinary forms, in a matter 
that feemed plain enough already*. At leaft, Alberic 
de Rofate, a celebrated lawyer, informs us, that upon 
the fathers of the council maintaining that they could 
not condemn the accufed without hearing them, the 
pope cried out, that if they could not give a judicial 
lentence againft the templars, for want of liich a forma- 
lity, the plenitude of the papal authority fhould fupply 
every defeft, and he would condemn them in a lum- 
inary way, rather than offend his dear fon the king of 
France b . 

Accordingly thepope, on the 22 d of May, in 
the following year, having ft, in a private 
1^12. conliftory, fecured the cardinals and ieveral bi- 
fhops, who, out of complailance, came over 
to this fide of the queftion, held the lecond ldfion of 
the council with great folemnity, and therein diffolved 
and annulled the order of the templars 0 . And though 
we could not, fays he, in his fentence, give judgment 
in form of law, we condemn them by way of provifi- 
on, and by our apoftolical authority, referving to our- 
felf and the holy church of Rome, the difpofal of the 
perfons and eftates of the templars. 

There 


* Lcs meditations de Camerarius, v. 3. 1 . f. c.4. - 
b Et fi v.a juftitiae ordo ille deftrui non pofiit, fiat tamen via 
cxpcdienticc, nc fcan>*a]ifetur carus filius nofter rex Galliae. 

c Summus pontifex multis prrelatis cum cardinalibus coram fe 
in privato confiftorio convocatis, per provifionerm potius quam 
condemnationis viam, ordincm templariorum caflavit, & penitus 
annullavit. Quarta vita dementis V. p. 8j. Autorequod..mVc-‘ 
neto coreuneo. 
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There was nothing wanting now but the determi- 
nation of the council, in regard to the ule and difpo- 
f.d of thole great eftates. The pope, who was appre- 
henlive that mod princes would, in their own territo- 
ries, feize upon what lay convenient for them, repre- 
fented, that thele eftates having been confecrated to 
the defence of the holy places, and the pilgrims that 
vifited them, they could not put them to a better ufe 
than by giving them to the knights of Rhodes, who 
were devoted to thole holy fundlions, and had lately 
given new proofs of their zeal and courage, by the 
conquelt of the ifle of Rhodes 4 . But the partifans of 
France infilled loudly on the creation of a new order, 
and uniting the whole order of St.John to it. They 
laid, that iuch an augmentation of the ellates of thole 
knights, would only lerve to plunge them into the fame 
irregularities, which had juft occalioned the condem- 
nation of the templars ; and that under colour of tak- 
ing pofteflion of them, they would be immediately dif* 
perfed all over Europe, and, it was to be feared, would 
adopt the pride, the haughtinefs, the luxury and dif- 
loliitenefs of the templars. 

The pope, who, by this creation of a royal order, 
and fuppreinon of all others, faw they were going to 
withdraw all the military friars in Europe and Alia 
from under his authority, ftrenuoully rejected the pro- 
polal ; and, to refute the reafons of luch as were for it, 
he declared, that he would be anfwerable himfell for 
reforming the order, both in its head and particular 
members, if fuch a reformation Ihould be thought ne- 
ceflary ; that he would not fuffer any knight to con- 
tinue 

a Priufquam concilium folveretur, poft habitos tradlatus varios 
de bonis templariorum, quibus vel ad quos ufus elTent potius ap- 
plicanda, quibufdam confcntientibus, quod nova leligio, ad quam 
applicarentur eflet fundanda, aliis alia dicentibus, tandem provi- 
dit apoftolica fedes, regibus Sc praelatis alTentientibus, eadem in 
favorem Terrae San&ae integraliter ad fratres hcfpitales devolvi, ut 
ad ejufdem terrae recuperationem five fubfidium pofTent effici for- 
tiores ex ipfis : fed ut apparuit proceffu temporis fa&i funt deteri- 
©res. Ccntin. Guilf ceNangis ; p. 646. 
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tinue in the weft, excepting flich as were old and in- 
firm, and appointed to take care of the commandries ; 
that he would caule an exacft valuation to be made of 
the revenues of the order, that he might the better re- 
gulate the number of the knights, and the ex pence to 
be allowed for their fubliftence, and that all the resi- 
due lhould be employedfor the relief of pilgrims, and 
the defence of Chriftian ftates ; all admirable projedls, 
but they were never put in execution. 

The bare promhes of this pontiff* brought moft of 
the fathers of the council over to his opinion ; but the 
king of France feemed to come into this propolal with 
great reludlance. That prince, who was prejudiced 
againft the holpitallers, infilled upon the pope’s propo* 
fal for a reformation, and that proper meafures lhould 
be immediately taken for that purpole; that the grand 
mailer and all his knights lhould be comprehended in it, 
and that they lhould be obliged to make themlelves for 
the future as agreeable to the body of bifhops as they 
had ever till then been oppofite to them. Which may 
induce us to believe, that their ancient differences with 
the bifhops of Paleftine were well enough known in 
France. All the eftatesof the templars were adjudged 
to the knights of Rhodes, except fiich as lay in Spain, 
which, by a particular appointment, were to he appli- 
ed to the defence of the country againft the Moors, 
who wfcre ftiil in poftelfion of the kingdom of Gra- 
nada. 

At length, after the dilfolution of the council, and 
in the year following, came on the laft adl of 
1313. this tragedy, in which the fate of the grand 
mailer, and dignitaries of the order, ftiled the 
great preceptors, or the great commanders, was to be 
decided. The pope had relerved the cognizance of their 
cafe to himfelf, and in confederation of their confelfi- 
on, had promiled them an entire impunity. But at 
his return from the council, whether he had changed 

his 

* See the letter of Philip the Fair to Clement V. dated Au- 
guft 24th 1312. Dapuy, condemnation des templiers, p. 178. 
Sc 1 79. 
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his fentiments, or was minded not to condemn them 
himlelf, he appointed two cardinals to fit as judges up- 
on them, who, by his orders, repaired to Paris, and 
took for their co-aflefTors there the archbilhop of Sens, 
and fome other prelates of the Gallican church. Thele 
commillioners of the pope, ordered the prevot of Paris 
to bring before them James de IVlolay, grand mafter 
of the templars, a dignity, fays M, Dupuy, which put 
him on the level with princes, having, in that quality, 
had the honour of being godfather to one of the king's 
children. d he fecond of thefe prifoners was Guy, 
brother to the dauphin of Viennois, fovereign prince of 
Dauphiny. The third was Hugh de Peralde ; great 
prior or vifitor of the priory of France , and the fourth 
was the great prior of Aquitain, who, before his im- 
prilonment, had the management of the king’s exche- 
quer and revenues. 

It nowhere appears, from the inftruments and records 
of this famous profecution, that thele prelates examin- 
ed or interrogated them anew, or that they confronted 
them with wimefles. And though fuch a method of 
proceeding was according to the ordinary forms and 
courfeof the law, yet, it is probable, the commillioners 
were relolved to conform themlelves to the conduct 
which the pope and council had oblerved before them. 
They contented themfelves with the acknowledgment 
made by the priloners before the pope and the king, of 
the crimes laid to their charge ; and it was upon this 
acknowledgment, purfuant to the intentions of the lo- 
vereign pontiff, that the judges determined between 
themlelves to condemn them only to perpetual impri- 
fomnent, in cafe they ftood to their fiift confeffion. 
But as it was a matter of great conlequence to calm the 
minds of the people, who were Ihocked at the vaft 
number of fires that had been lighted up in the leveral 
provinces of the kingdom, and it behoved them above 
all things to convince the people of Paris, that it was 
withjuftice that lo many templars had been condemn- 
ed to be burnt alive, they required of thefe four laft, 
who were the chief among them, to make a public 


$4 HiJJory of the Knights of M \ lta. 

and fincere declaration of all the abules and crimes com- 
mitted in the order, if they had a mind to lave their 
lives, or expected that the pope and the king fhould 
keep their word with them, for this purpole, a fcaf- 
fold was eredled in the court before the cathedral 
church, and the fherifts men and foldiers brought the 
pri loners upon it. Then one of the legates flood up, 
and opened the difmal ceremony with a difeourfe, 
wherein he enlarged upon all the impieties and abo- 
minations, of which, he laid, the templars had been 
convicted by their own acknowledgment. And to leave 
the audience no room to doubt, he called upon the 
grand mailer and his companions, to renew, in the 
hearing of the people, the confelfion which they had 
made before the pope of their crimes and errors. 

’Twas in all probability to induce them to make 
this declaration, that on the one band he affured them 
of a full am nelly, and on the other the executioners, to 
intimidate them, eredled a pile of wood, as if they 
were to be burnt tbe moment that they revoked their 
confelfion. 

The priors of France and Aquitain, either out of 
lincerity or fear, at the fight of lo dreadful a punilh- 
ment, perfifted in their firll confelfion. But when it 
came to the grand mailer’s turn to fpeak, that priioner, 
fhaking his chains, advanced, to their great furprizc,^ 
with a countenance full of refolution, to the edge ol 
the Icaffold, and then railing his voice to be the better 
heard, “ It is but juft, cries he% that in this terrible 
<< day, and in tbe laft moments of my life, I lay open 
<4 the iniquity of falfhood, and make truth to tiiiimph. 
<t i declare then, in the face of heaven and earth, and 
tc i own, though to my eternal lhame and confufion, 
a t hat 1 have committed the greatell of crimes; but it 
u has been only in acknowledging thole that have been 
u charged with lb much virulence upon an order which 
4< tn , r h obliges me now to declare innocent. I made 
“ the firft declaration they required of me, only to ful- 

“ pend 
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<c pend the exceflive tortures of the rack, and moll’ty 
u thofe that made me endure ’em. I am very fenfible 
“ what torments they inflitf, and what executions they 
li prepare for thofe that have the courage to revoke 
4C fuch a confeffion ; but the horrible fight they offer 
4< to my eyes, is not capable of making me confirm a 
(e fir ft lye by a fecond. On a condition fo infamous as 
ec that, I freely renounce life, which is already but too 
<: odious to me. And what good would it do to me to 
fpin out a few miierable days, when I muft owe ’em 
i{ only to the blackeft of calumnies 3 .” 

He would have gone on, but was interrupted. The 
brother of the Dauphin ofViennois, who came next, 
fpoke after the fame manner, and with the ftrongeft 
affeverations, bore teftimony to the innocence of his 
order. The legate, upon this occafion, did by no 
means gain the applaufe of the people, but he foon had 
his revenge. The grand mafter and his companions 
were brought down from the fcaffold, and the Prevot 
of Paris carried them back to the prifon. The king, 
who was revengeful in his nature, and looked upon 
the deftru&ion of the templars as his own work, being 
Vol. II. H incenfed 

a Sunt audlores non obfeuri, Jacobum Burgundionem, ordinis 
jrincipcm, cumprodudtus ad fupplicium, circumfufa ingenti mul- 
titudine, dum pvra extruitur, ftaret, propofita viue fpe ac impuni- 
tate, fi quae in cuftodia faflus de fe fuifque efi'et, nunc quoque con- 
fefiiis, veniam publice peteret, hujufmodi verba fecifTe, u Ego 
“ nunc fupremis rebus meis, corn locum mendacio darinefas fit, 
u ex animu, vereque fateoi me imer.a ir me mecfque fcelus con- 
(f fcifte, ultimaque fupplicia cum fumr.io cruciatu promeritum, 
4e qui in eratiam quorum minime decuit, dulccdineque vit£P, fla- 
<{ gitia impia, fceleraque, ad tormenta ementitus fum in ordincm 
tc meum, de religione Cnriftiana opcime mer;tum. Nec mihi 
<{ nunc vita opus eft precaria & novofuper vetus mendacio reten- 
te ta.’* 

Exin rogo impefitum, ac admoto pauhtim piimoribus^pedibus, 
ad exprimendarn fcelerum confeffionem, r.e turequidem cum rsli- 
quo corpore depafto vitalia feedo nidore torrerentur, ab Kujus ora- 
tion's conftantia defeivifife, aut mutatar mentis ullam fignificatio- 
nem praebuifie, neque ipium, neque dues cum ipfo fuppl'cio at- 
fedtos nobilifiimos ejus ordinis vires, quorum alter efibt Delphini 
Allobrogis frater. Paul. Emil, in Philip. Pulch. 
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incenfed at this recantation of the chiefs of the order, 
caufed them to he burnt alive the fame day with a flow 
lire, in a litile ifle of the Seine between that prince’s 
garden and the convent of the Augudines. The grand 
mailer, in the midft of that exquifite torment, (hewed 
to his lad moment the lame firmnels that* he had done 
in ihe court of the cathedral, and expreffed himlclf in 
the fame manner. .He repeated his protedations of the 
innocence of his order ; bat declared, that as to him- 
ielf be derived to fuffer, for having averred the con- 
trary in the pope and the king’s pretence. Mezeray 
tell us, that he had read an account. of this affair, in 
which it is {aid, that the grand mader,when he had no 
oihei liberty left him but rhat of fpeech, and was ai- 
med ftifled with- the :‘moke,cried out aloud, “ Clement, 
“ thou unrighteous judge ,and barbarous executioner, 
41 I lummon thee to appear in forty clays .before the 
“ judgment-feat of God.” Some writers lay, that he 
iummoned the king likeways to appear there within a 
year. Perhaps the death of that piince and the pope, 
which happened prccili.lv within thole terms, gave oc- 
calion afterwards to the doiy of this lummons. The 
two great priors of France and Acuitaln, ended their 
days in prilbn. But Paul us /Ennlius lays, that one of 
them was burnt with the giand mader.and the Dauphin 
of Viennois’s brother ; if fo, it was in all likelihood, 
becaufe he retraced after their e , am 1 le. 

All the people fhed tears at the tragical fpeftacle 
of thele holy knights; and leveral devout perlbns, as 
Papirius Maffon relates % gathered up their alhes, pre- 
ferving them afterwards as precious relicks. As for 
the two wretches that were the authors of this dilmal 
catadrophe, they perilhed inferably foon after. One 
wa hanged .for frefh climes, and the other was affaffi- 
nated by his enemies. 

Wc do not pretend to draw any inference from the/e 
fafls. There is too much variety in the ancient hido- 
rians, and too much partiality in the modern, to be 
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able to pronounce on either fide with certainty. A- 
mong the latter, Ionic complain, that the templars were 
a ecu led and indicted for holding a criminal correfpon- 
dence with Saladine, whereas, fay they after the battle 
of Tiberias, that victorious prince cut off the heads of 
all the templars that lie had taken prifoners, as may be 
teen in this hiftory ; which is hardly confident with 
fuch a pretended correfpondence. 

Nor do they find any greater probability in the ac- 
cufation brought againft them of having ibid the town 
of St.John d’Acre to one ofSaladine’s lucceflors ; fince' 
it is plain, from all the cotemporary write: s, iliac three 
hundred templars died in the defence of this place; that 
their grand mailer de Beaujeu was killed on the bieach; 
and that there eft aped out of the lmflacie. when the 
town was taken, only ten of his- knights, w ho got in- 
to a bark, and failed to Cyprus. 

As for the fins againft chaftby, and Inch as nature it- 
felr abhors, thele writers maintain, that no ft re Is ought 
to be laid on their confdlion ; that, on the one hand, 
they were offered a general pardon, with the piomile 
of life, liberty, and a good penfion, and, on the other, 
they faw fires kindled to burn them ; and that it is no 
wonder if frail men ftirink, and are intimidated at the 
apprehenfions of fo terrible an execution. 

Other hiftorians of different lentiments maintain 
on the contrary*, that it is impoffible to refledl on the 
courfe of the profecution, the infinite number of wit- 
neftes, as well templars as others, the quality of the 
judges, the agreement of the accufaiions brought againft' 
thefe knights in all the kingdoms ofChriftendom, the 
quality too of rhe perfons guilty, the teftimony of feve- 
ral foreign hiftorians, the little inclination that the 
pope had atfirftto condemn them, and what palled in 
the council of Vienne ; that it is impoiftble, I fay, to 
reflect on the nature and number of tncie different cir- 
cumftances, without being perfuaded of the juftice of 
their condemnation. *Tis very probable, fays Maria- 
na the Jefuit, that they were not all innocent, nor yet 
H 2 alL 
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all guilty*. This is the judgment of that judicious his- 
torian, who obferves, that the punifhments inflidted 
cn them teemed cruel to abundance of people, and 
that it was fcarce probable, that thefe irregularities 
lhould have infedled all the particulars of fo large a bo- 
dy, difperfed over all Chrittendom, bat that the extinc- 
tion of fo famous an order, ought to ferve for an in- 
ftrudlion to others of the fame kind, and teach them not 
to depend fo much on their riches, as on the practice 
of thofe virtues- that are Ihitable to their profeflion, in 
order to avoid falling into the like misfortunes. 

Though the knights of Rhodes had no hand in 
this furprifing revolution, yet fince the univerfal church, 
aiTembled in the council of Vienne, had thought fit to 
beflow the ettates and effedts of the templars upon their 
order, the grand matter did not think he ought to re- 
fufe them. For this reafon he called a council, to con- 
fider what methods were proper to be ufed, in order to 
get pofieffion of them ; and it was refolved to fend 
ample powers to fuch of the principal commanders in 
the weft, as were noted for their capacity and prudence, 
to treat with the feveral fovereigns of Europe, about an 
affair of fuch importance, and which might be attend- 
ed with great difficulties in the execution. For this 
purpofe, the grand matter and council drew up a for- 
mal inttrument,in the nature of a procuration, wherein 
they declared, that being informed of the difpofal, 
which the pope and the holy council had made of the 
eflates of the templars in favour of the order of St.John, 
and that it was the intention of the church that thefe 
ettates ffiould be employed, as well for the convoy and 
defence of pilgrims, as for the recovery of the Holy 
Land, they had, by common content, chofen brother 
Albert. Lallemand de Chateau -noir, grand preceptor, or 
grand commander, whole wifdom and capacity the or- 
der had long experienced, to be procurator-general and 
lieutenant of the mafterfhip in Europe ; and that the 
council had thought proper to join in commiffion with 
him, brother Richard de Ravelink, draper \ brother 
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Philip de Grangana, prior of Rome ; brother Leonard 
de Tibertis, prior of Venice, and procurator-general 
in the court of Rome ; brother Henry de Mainieres ; 
brother Arnahl deSoliers, and brother Arnaldde Chava- 
neuf, both companions or alfi Hants of the grand ma- 
iler; brother Durand de la Prevote, preceptor of Mont - 
chaiix, and brother Sauveur d’Aurillac ; and that the 
grand commander might ule the alii (lance of all thele 
knights, either jointly or feparately, to go and take 
polfellion of the eftates and dfe<5ts granted to the order, 
to receive them from the hands of .the adminiftrators,. 
and to give a good and fufficient difcharge for the 
fame. 

'Twas exprelsly mentioned in the fame inftrument, 
that the revenues of the order of St. John being con- 
fiderably diminilhed, and the commandrics for the molt 
part in a declining condition, through the negligence of 
the preceptors and Rewards ; upon which account there 
was a necdTity for a fpeedy vifitation and an exafl re- 
form, as well in the priorial houles as in fuch as de- 
pended upon them, the council appointed the faid bro- 
ther Lallemand vilitor, inquifitor, corre< 5 tor, reformer, 
adminillrator and comptroller in ordinary of all the 
houfes fituate on this fide the fea, as well of the anti- 
ent commandries of the order of St.John, as of thofe 
of the templars, which were to be conligned to them. 
That the commander Ihould require an exa<51 account 
of the revenues of the order, and of the ufe to which 
they had been applied, by the preceptors entrulled with 
them ; that he had authority to profecute all perlons 
comprehended within his commillion, of what dignity 
foever they were, to deprive the guilty of the com- 
mandries; lubllitute others in their places that were 
more worthy to fill them ; remove the knights and 
ferving brothers from one houle to another; and even 
to lend them to Rhodes if he thought fit. He was like- 
ways empowered, by the lame commillion, to admit in- 
to the order perlons of noble birth, and even yeomen, 
i. e. knights and ferving brothers, to cloath them with 
the habit of the order ; and in particular, to give the 
Ji 3 military 


90 Hiflory of th; Knights tf Malta. 

military girdle to the knights; which plainly points 
out the d'ttinttion that was always made between the 
different members of this body ; and it were to be 
wifhed, they had never confounded lb juft a dittincti- 
on, by allowing the ierving brothers to wear the gol- 
den crofs, which can be of no other ufe but to debafe 
the nohlett branch of this illuflrious order. 

This inftrument is dated at Rhodes 0(51. i 7 th 1312 , 
and we fee at the head of the fignatures, that of the 
grand matter's, who ttiles hi nilelf brother Fu lk de Vi 1- 
laret, by the Grace of God, and the holy apottoiic iee, 
humble matter of the holy houfe and holpital of St. 
John ofjerufalem, and guardian of the poor of Jefus 
Chrift. And underneath his fignature, we find thofe 
of brother Thierry de Lorgne, marfhal ; brother Peter 
de Clermont, vice-hofpitaller ; brother Ricliard de 
Ravelink, draper; brother Ken 5* de Dieu, treafurer; 
brother Philip de Grangana, prior of Rome ; brother 
Martin -Pierre de Ros, prior of Meflina, and Peter de 
St.John, preceptor of Achaia. 

The great commander and the other commiffioners, 
in virtue of thefe powers, went into France to take po f- 
ieffion of the effects and ettutes of the templars : but 
they met with great difficulties, fays Rainaldi, to get thefe 
c filets out of the gripping hands of fome courtiers that 
had feized on them. The pope being informed of the 
various obttacles to the execution of the decree of the 
council, wrote, upon that occafion, to Philip the Fair, 
in the mpft prefling terms. That prince gave him a 
dry anfwer, viz. that he had never contented to make 
over the templars effedts to the hofpitallers, but upon 
his holinefs’s promile of endeavouring a neceffary re- 
formation of that order, both in its head and particu- 
lar members ; befides, that it was but jutt they (hould 
f/.tt leimbur.e themfelves the neceffary charges of the 
prbfecution of that great affair, which he made to a- 
inount to the fum of two hundred thou fand pounds ; an 
immenfc fum for thole times 4 . 

The 
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The commillioners of the order Ppent a great deal of 
time, and were at infinite pains before they could force 
the lecular adminiftrators to quit their hold, who left 
no Hone unturned to lecure to themielves in property 
what had been committed to them only in trull. To 
get the commandries out of the hands of thofe leeches, 
they were forced to ghe them great lumsof money ; 
which, fays St. Antonine, drained the treaiiiry of the 
order 4 . 

King Philip the Fair dying after he had given the 
knights of Rhodes feifrn of the eftates of the templars b , 
Louis Hut in, his eldell fon and fucceffor, demanded 
fixty thouland pounds more than his predeceflor had 
done ; and to diicharge this fum, brother Leonard de 
Tibertis, one of the commillioners that treated with 
him, was forced to confent, that he Ihould keep in 
his hands two thirds of the money of the templars, 
the ornaments of their churches, the furniture and 
goods of their houfes, all the profits and revenues of 
their lands, in a word, all their moveable effedts. till 
the day that the hofpitallers took polFellion of their 
ellates But this prince, and the king his father, vvere 
not the only perfons that got by this rich plunder : 
there are fome hiftorians that fay, the pope had a good 
fhare of it c . 

Charles II. king of Naples and Sicily, and count 
of Provence and Forcalquier, adted much after the lame 
manner in the dominions which he had in France. A 
great number of templars, who would not own the 
crimes charged upon them, were burnt there. As for 

their 
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their eftates, M. Dupuy tells us, that the immoveable 
effedb were left to the hoipitallers* ; but as for the move- 
able ones and money, they were cond/cated and fliared 
between the pope and this prince. But it appears that 
the king of Naples deferred, as long as he lived, to 
put the hoipitallers in poftellion of the caftles lituate in 
that kingdom, and in Sicily. For hiftory has convey- 
ed down to us a letter of Clement's, wherein he exhorts 
king Robert, Charles’s fucceffor, to follow the example 
of Philip the Fair, and give up readily the polTefiion of 
the landed eftates that had formerly belonged to the 
templars ; whence we may conclude, that Philip had 
made over thofe in his hands to the commiflioners before 
he died. But the difference about the charges was not 
ended till the reign of his fuccelfor, as we have obferv- 
ed before. 

Though the pope, at the inftance of the kings of 
Aragon, Caftile, Portugal and Majorca, had by his 
bull excepted all the eftates of the templars within the 
dominions of thofe princes, out of the grant made by 
the council of the pofieflions of that order to the hof- 
pitallers ; yet, as he was apprehend ve that thele love- 
reigns might, upon one pretence or other, leize thofe 
eftates, he iftued out a new bull, excommunicating all 
perfons of the kingdom of Majorca, that did not, with- 
in the fpaceof one month, deliver up the commandries 
of the templars to the knights of Rhodes. In conle- 
quence of this bull, and to avoid incurring the cenfures 
of the church, Sanchez James, fovereign of the Bale- 
ares, put the hoipitallers in pofTelTioii of all the eftates 
of the templars. But whether the bull was dedgned 
only for this prince, to whom probably the pope had 
dire<51ed it, as being the weakeft. or whether the 
otherSpanifh lovereigns did not leem difpofed to fubmit 
to it, the king of Arragon took no notice of it, and 
ordered his embalTadors to tell the pope, that he hoped 
the defign of appropriating the eftates of the templars 
to the order of the hoipitallers, would not extend to 
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his dominions, which he defired might he exempted 
from it ; and that he had been obliged for the defence 
and fecurity of his fubje&s, who were continually 111- 
fefled by the Moors, to feize upon feventeen command- 
ries of the templars, which were fo many fortreffes, to 
put troops in them for their defence, and to take at the 
fame time into his hands the revenues annexed to them, 
to provide for the fubfiftence and pay of thofe garri- 
Tons. 

Not but the knights of Rhodes were as capable of 
maintaining themfelves in thefe places, and of defend- 
ing the frontiers, as the templars were : but it is plain, 
from the whole conduct of the Spanifh princes in this 
affair, that their fecret view was to have the plunder 
of the templars to themfelves, without any regard to 
the right of the hofpitallers, and not to fuffer thofe 
great eflates to be enjoyed by an order that was un- 
der a foreign head and grand mafler, and pretended 
likewife to hold under no fuperior but the holy 
fee. 

But be that as it will, after many negotiations and 
conferences, which lafled nearfive years, a treaty was at 
lafl concluded, by the mediation of popejohn XXII. fuc- 
ccffor to Clement V. between brother Leonard de Ti- 
bertis, procurator-general of the order, and Vitalis de 
Villanova, the king of Arragon’s minifler, by which the 
knights of Rhodes not only defifled from their pre- 
tenfions to the eflates of the templars, fituate in the 
kingdom of Valentia, dependent on the king of Arra- 
gon, but refigned likewife to the pope all the particu- 
lar commandries of their own order in that kingdom, 
except the fingle commandry which was in the town of 
Valentia, and the caflle called the Torrent, which the 
order of St. John referved to themfelves. All the other 
commandries, as well thofe of the hofpitallers as the 
templars, and all the eflates of both thofe orders, fitu- 
ate in the kingdom of Valentia, were afterwards, at 
the requefl and inflances of the king of Arragon, grant- 
ed by the pope to the order and knights of Calatrava, 
who fixed their chief feat at Monteza ; and in exchange 
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for this, it was declared by the treaty, that except the 
ieventeen fortredes of the templars on the frontiers, 
which the king had feized into his own hands, the 
knights of Rhodes lhould be put in podeffion of all the 
other commandrics and edates that had belonged to 
the templars, as well in Arragon as in-Catalonia. This 
rendered the knights of Rhodes Co poweifidin that king- 
dom and in Catalonia, that the cadellan of Kmpolla, 
being not fuflicient for lo vail a charge, the grand ma- 
iler and council were obliged to create a gj.eat prior 
for that principality. If we recollect what has been' 
/aid in the beginning, of this work, concerning the 
rightsand juft pretenfions that the hofpitallcrs and tem- 
plars had to the crown of Arragon, in cafe of a vacancy 
for want of lawful heirs, we can’t fu/Eciently admire 
the good policy of brother Leonard de Tibertis, who 
by this treaty, upon the uniting of the rights of both 
orders in that of St. John alone, took care to have 
them fupported by forces lying near enough together, 
and able to make them good whenever an opportunity 
offered. 

As the pope’s defign in difpo/Ing of the templars 
edates in favour of the hofpitallers did not fuit the fecret 
views of Denys king of Portugal, that prince made ufe 
of an honourable pretext to get the dart of the pontiff. 
Heindituteda military order, which he called 
the order of Chrid, and annexed to it the edates 1318. 
of the templars in his dominions. After 
this fettlement, he font embafladors to Rome, to de- 
mand of pope John XXd. a confirmation of this 
new order of knighthood, which the pope granted. 

Ferdinand IV. king of Cadile, did not take fo 
much precaution ; and though the templars had been 
declared innocent in a council held at Salamanca 4 , this 
prince made no fcruple to feizeon their edates, and an- 
nexed to his demefnes confiderable cities which had be- 
longed to them, and had been granted by the pope to 
the knights of Rhodes. 
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The conduit which the kings of Caflile, Arragon 
and Portugal, have obfervcd fince, witii regard to 
thele new military orders, mod of them founded out 
of the ruins of that of the templars, (hews, that the ap- 
prehenfions of the popes Clement V. and John XXII. 
were not altogether groundlefs- For the iitcceifors of 
thole princes found out a way afterwards to annex 
the four grand mafterfhips of the orders of Sr. James, 
Calatrava, and Alcantara, and of Chrifl, to their own 
perfons, by the title of perpetual adminiflrators, which 
brought them in immenle revenues. To make the re- 
ligious knights of thele SpaniPn orders lome fort of a- 
mends, they obtained from the court of Rome, in their 
favour, the liberty of marrying, and of leaving off the 
regular habit, which they were obliged to wear, and 
of uling in its dead a plain crofs of gold, with co- 
lours agreeable to the ancient colour of their religious 
habits. 

Edward II. king of England, ailed in a more 
noble and difinterefled manner with regard to the order 
of St. John. The templars, befides a conliderable com- 
jnandry which they had in London, enjoyed likewile 
.immenle eflates in all the counties of that kingdom, 
and the prior of London fat in parliament as hilt 
baron of the kingdom. * Edward, being informed that 
the pope and council had lubfliiuted the knights of 
Rhodes in the room of the templars 1 , ordered his offi- 
cers, by his writs, the originals of which are (till pre- 
ferved in the tower of London, to deliver up the pof- 
feffion of their efl ates to brother Albert de Chateaunoir, 
or l’Allemand, great commander, and full in the com- 
milfion appointed by the grand mailer and council, to 
receive them, in conjunction with brother Leonard de 
Ti herds, prior of Venice, and procurator-general of the 
order at the court of Rome. That prince, by other 
writs flill prelerved in the fame place, commands all 
IherifFs to aid and aflifl in the execution of his orders, 
,to ufe all their authority in behalf of the procurators of 
Sr. John and to caule, not only the eflates in land, 
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but the fruits and corn, the produce thereof, to be 
delivered to them : a proceeding, that fhews this 
prince would take no fhare of the fpoils of the tem- 
plars to liimfelf, to the prejudice of the knights of 
Rhodes. 

As for Germany, the hiftorians of that nation re- 
late, that pope Clement V. having lent the bull of a- 
bolifhingthe order of the templars, to the archbifhop of 
Mentz to publifh it, that prelate fummoned all his 
clergy together, in order to do it with the greater fo- 
lemnity ; and that they were ftrangely furprized to fee 
the waltgraff, or count Sauvage, one of the principal 
of the order, enter into the alTembly,attended by twen- 
ty other templars, armed under their regularhabits ; and 
that the archbifhop, either out of a charitable difpofi- 
tion, or a natural fenfe of fear, received them very ob- 
ligingly. They add, that the archbifhop proceeded lb 
far, as to invite the count to take a feat in the affem-- 
bly ; that the count, on the other hand, declared to 
him, that he was not come to do violence to any body 
wliatfoever ; but, that being informed that he was di- 
redled to publifh a bull of the pope s againft their or- 
der, he infilled, that the appeal which they made from 
that decree to the next council, and the fuccelTor of 
Clement, fhould be received, read and publifhed. The 
archbifhop, to elude this demand, anfwered, that he 
would confider of it ; but the templars preffed him 
fo warmly, that the archbifhop, not thinking it proper 
to deny men whom he law armed and in a paffion, 
cauled their appeal to be read publicly. He lent it af- 
terwards to the pope, who ordered him to have it ex- 
amined in a council of his province a . Accordingly a 
fynod was called, and after various formalities, 
wh’ch were there obferved, the templars of that pro- 
vince were declared innocent of the crimes charged up- '| 
on them. 

Nevertheless, as this grand order was at length 
wholly extin<ft h , we are not particularly acquainted with 1 

what I 
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what became of their eftates in Germany. All that 
appears from the hillorians of that nation, is, that the 
knights of Rhodes, and the Teutonic knights (hared 
them between them/elves, ’Tis very probable, that 
thefe two military orders made afterwards, by way of 
rccompence, mutual exchanges of fome of their anci- 
ent commandries; for the Teutonic knights are actual- 
ly in pofleflion of the commandry of M'argat, which 
the Germans call Mergentheim, and the French Mari- 
endal, though it is evident from hiftory, that the hof- 
pitallers were the founders of it ; Tome German bofpi- 
tallers, after the lo(s of the old Margat (iruate in Pale- 
ftine, having built it on the fame model, and given it 
the name of Margat, or Mergentheim, which (ignifies, 
the houle of Mary, to preferve the memory of a place, 
which after the lofs of Jerulalem, was made the chief re- 
sidence of the whole order. 


The End of the Fourth Book. 
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BOOK V. 

T HE conquell of the ifle of Rhodes, and the con- 
fifcation of the great revenues of the templars, 
railed the military order of St. John to a de- 
gree of grandeur equal to that of many 
FulK PE lovereigns in Europe Among the fe- 

Villaret. veral illands called Sporadcs, this of 
Rhodes was the moll confiderable, 
both in regard of the fertility of its foil, and of 
the fafety of its ports and roads, which drew commerce 
and plenty to it from all parts : belides, after the 
knights became mailers of it, galleys and Ihips, well 
equipped, were lent out from time to time, to give 
chacc to pirates, and the knights that commanded thole 

fquadrons 
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fquadrons enriched themfclves with the prizes which 
they took continually from the infidels. 

But thefe different lources of riches, fo advantage- 
ous in a (fate purely iecular, weakened inlenlibly a re- 
ligious order. Its temporal power, carried to too great 
a length, was the occafion afterwards of its weaknefs, 
and the great revenues, efpecially of particular knights, 
introduced among theyoungett of the order luxury, ef- 
I fcminacy, and plealures. 

These military religious, upon the return of their 
caravans, and after their cruizing, fpent in play, and 
often debauchery, what they had acquired in war, and 
what they ought, by their profdlion, to have put into 
the common treafury of the order. In vain did the 
old commanders, educated in fevere morals, and in an 
exadt pra&ice of the rules of the order, repretent to 
them, that the templars had been lately ruined by the like 
conduct : this libertine fet of youths, proud of the re- 
putation they daily gained in engagements, fcarce 
vouchfafed to give any attention to that terrible and re- 
cent example. The/e young untradable gentlemen 
flattered them.'elves, that their valour would iupply all 
the virtues of their profdFi on ; and what was Itill move 
deplorable, the grand matter himfelf leemed, by his ex- 
ample, to authoriie lo ttrange a change in the morals 
of his order. 

Villaret, blinded with the glory he had lately 
acquired by his conquetts, was unable to fupport too 
profperous a fortune ; he was eager to enjoy the fruit 
of his labours, and Un rounded, as he always was, with 
a croud of flatterers, he fpent his days in an inglorious 
floth: delicacy* and profulenels prevailed at his table : 
all the perils of the lea mutt be tempted to provide him 
1 2 the 

a Defciverat a priftina virtute hofpi tala riorum cquitum prin- 
ceps ViUaretus, captaque Rhcdo, non ad proftrendum Chiifli col- 
tum in Syriam extuleiat mentem, fed in celicias abjecerat : pra?- 
teritifque inlolefcens vidoriis, intentufque * privatas rei, publicas 
curas fpernebat : quo circa equites, communicate, inter fe confilio, 
cum opprimere ex infidiis aderti funt. Rainaidi ad ann. 1317. 
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ihe mod exquifite dainties, and the mod: delicious 
wines ; and to fiipply his luxury and extravagance, he 
applied to his own uie the revenues of the vacant com* 
mandries, or clfe, to the prejudice of the mod ancient 
knights, he gave them away as a recompence to his fa- 
vourites, and the mhiiders of his plealiires- With re- 
gard to the other knights, he aff . fled to render himlelf 
didicult ofaccef ; and if he vouchfafed them any audi- 
ence,’twas always in a rude and haughty manner. The 
way of re m ondra nee was fil l t u p t o t he j a d :d com pi ai n t 
and fcarce a knight went from his palace, but with a 
lecret indignation. 

What heightened the difeontent of the whole body, 
was his neglecting to pay the debts of the order; and 
they complained he let the houfe, the head of the order, 
want fublidance and necedaries. In vain did the old 
commanders rep re lent to him, that the order was never 
richer, nor the maintenance of the religious more ne 
gleCted ; the imperious grand mader received thele re* 
mondrances as lb many reproaches. His conduCt, his 
manners, and the form he was for introducing in the 
government, were thofe of an absolute fovereign ; and 
he feemed to make no didin lion between the knights 
themfelves, and the inhabitants of the idand, and other 
llibjeCts of the order. But he had a great body of gen- 
try to oppole him. , Many of the knights, being de- 
Jcended from the bed families of Chridendom, and 
brought up in republican principles, were ready to 
fubmit to an authority founded upon laws, but were 
incapable of bearing an odious defpotic power. 

The way of private remondrances not lucceeding 
with a fu peri or Co proud and haughty, thofe knights, 
who pretended to have been any way injured, had re- 
courfe to a regular profecution. The grand mader, 
upon their petition, was fummoned judicially to appear 
in council, to give an account of his adminidration : 
he rejected the fummons with difdain. The malecon- 
tents were not at all difeouraged at it : they aflembled 
fecretly together, to confider of the meafures they were 
to take. Brother Maurice de Pagnac, under colour of 
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delivering the order from a tyrannical fwav, was put 
at their head. He was an old commander, pious, ex- 
ad in the obfervance of his rule, but bitter in his zeal, 
and from his own regularity’ allerned a fort of right to 
condemn all the knights that were not as devout as 
himfelf. This commander, who was naturally rigid 
and inflexible, and befldes, had probably his own pri- 
vate views in the revolution he was bringing about, re- 
prefented to his brother companions, that after having 
had in vain recourle to petitioning, and the authority 
of the laws for redrels, they were going infallibly to fill 
under an open tyranny, if they did not take the bold 
refolution of arrefting the grand matter ; that this at- 
tempt, daring and extraordinary as it might appear, 
would, if it lucceeded, be infallibly approved by the 
knights, even by fuch as were molt indifferent in the 
cafe ; and if they were once matters of his per Ion, they 
might impeach and try him before the council. This 
propofal, th o’ violent in its nature, was but the more 
agreeable to perions whole paflions were railed, and 
whole refentments ran high ; but there were great diffi- 
culties in the execution. The principal and wifeft 
commanders, tho’ dilcontented with the government, 
had not yet engaged in thefe difputes ; and the grand 
matter, befldes his houlhold, which was numerous, 
never ftirred abroad without a train of his creatures, 
and a herd of flatterers, who without troubling them- 
felves about what is right or wrong, always devote 
themfelves to the author and fource of favours. 

The malecontents, to furprife him at a time when 
he had the feweft attendants about him, endeavouredto 
bribe one of his valets de chambre, and offered him a 
great fum of money to let them by night into his apart- 
ment ; but the lervant, faithful to his matter, inform- 
ed him of the propofal that was made him ; and to 
heighten his own zeal and fidelity, exaggerated the 
number of the confpirators, and the danger he was in 
of being feized. The grand matter, fearing he could 
not be fafe in the city, went out, under pretence of 
hunting, and made the bettor his way to the cattle of 
I 3 Lindus, 


10 2 Hiftory of the Knights p/Malta. 

Lindus, of which he took pofleffion. This cattle is 
feated on a hill in the eaftern part of the ifland, about 
/even miles from the city of Rhodes. Befides a good 
port which is at the foot of the cattle, there is on the 
north a large bay, with a clean, firm, and Tandy bot- 
tom ; and a little farther off there is a place called Tri- 
anda, or the quarter of Serpents ; below which is a 
very good road, where veflfels may ride covered from 
the eaft and fouth-eaft winds. Villaret being matter 
of this cattle, fiipplied it with troops and provifions, 
and at the fame time had gallics in the port by his or- 
ders always equipped and ready to take him on board, 
if he was too hard prefTed by his enemies; and to ftop 
the proceedings begun againft him, he notified to the 
council, that he appealed to the holy fee from every 
thing they fhould enadt in his abfence to the prejudice 
of his per/on and dignity. 

But his flight, and efpecially the manner in which, 
by his Angle authority, he had feized on a ftrong place, 
and on the gallies belonging to the order ; the troops 
which he had thrown into the place; thofe which he 
was actually levying in the ifland ; and the arms and 
ammunition he was gathering on all (ides; this Co exal- 
perated the minds of the knights, that the greateft part 
of them, even fuch as were the moil moderate, and 
had not declared themfelves before, joined themalecon- 
tents. ’Twas like a general conspiracy againft the 
grand matter ; they all unanimoufly cried out againft 
the tyrant : and in ipight of his appeal to the holy fee, 
a majority of the knights aflembling in a tumultuous 
manner, depoled him, ckdled Maurice de Pagnac in his 
itead ; and from this precipitate election there arofe an 
unhappy fchi.m in the order. 

The moil difmterefted knights thought themfelves 
obliged to notify it to po^e John XXII. fucccflbr to 
Clement. They had already prepoff ffed that pontiff 
about the ill uie that Villaret made of the revenues 
of the order, and particularly with regard to his ne- 
gligence in acquitting the principal and intereft of the 

money 
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money that he had borrowed for the enterprile of 
Rhodes. 

The commanders were the more concerned in this 
negligence, in that the interell was paid at their ex- 
pence, and out of their reiponlions, which were con- 
fiderably enhanced thereby. The pope, before he 
made any determination about fo lurpvizing an event, 
fent Bernard deMoreze prior of St. Caprais, and Bo'o- 
lo his chaplain, as his commilTiouers to Rhodes, to re- 
ceive information of the truth of what had^affed in this 
commotion. 

The inftru&ions given to thefe commidi oners were, 
that as foon as they arrived at Rhodes, they (lion Id fuf- 
pend the power of the two grand mailers, and Ihould 
fignify to them the exprefs order of the holy fee, to ap- 
pear both of them forthwith at the pope's court ; that 
they fhould notify immediately to all the knights, that 
in the interim, whilil this great affair was deciding, the 
pope, asi’uperior paramount ot the order, named brother 
Gerard de Pins to govern it. He was an old knight, 
of the language of Provence, of the fame family as the 
grand mailer Odo de Pins, much elieemed for his val- 
our and wildom ; and not caring to declare himlelf fo t 
either party, was equally refpe&ed by both The pope 
in the lame indruftions ordered the commiflioner.s to 
feize the money, jewels, and a 1 the effe&s of Villaret, 
to draw up an authentic account, and an exaft inven- 
tory of them, and have it ligned by the principal per- 
fons concerned ; and that after this previous formality, 
they Ihould remit the whole into the treafury of the 
order, to be employed only in paying the .bankers of 
Florence, and all other perlons who had advanced 
the money neceirary for the conqueft of Rhod.es. 

T he two commiflioners arriving in the illand, exe- 
cuted the orders given them with great ex aflne/s. They 
cited the two pretenders to the court of Avignon, and 
having made the commander de Pins to be acknowledg- 
ed as lieutenant general 0 / the grand mallerfhip, they 
communicated to him a particular order given them by 
the pope in relation to the grand commandry of the 

ilie 
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itte of Cyprus. That benefice, by the extent of its ter- 
ritory, its juri/c!i<5iion, and thelargcnefs of its revenues, 
was rather a principality than a fun pie commandry. 
The cattle and town of Colottus was the chief place 
of that feignory, which comprehended feveral villages, 
with the caftle and town of Curias, olherwajs called 
Epifcopia, which had been formerly the relidence of 
the ancient kings of the iile. Villaret, by way of ac- 
knowledgment for the pains brother Albert l’Alle- 
mand de Chateaunoir had taken for recovering the pof- 
feffions of the templars, had gratified him with that rich 
commandry, a dignity after that of grand matter, and 
the moil confiderableofany the order had inalltheeatt. 
Complaint was made to the pope, that the grand ma- 
tter had, out of favour to the commander 1’Allemand, 
taxed it only at thirty thoufand befans d’or (a gold coin 
valued at twenty one lols three deniers) refponfion a 
year, whereas all the commanders before had paid ttx- 
ty thoufand, by which we may judge of the revenue 
of that rich commandry. The pope contented, that 
the lieutenant de Pins fhould leave the commander in 
pofleflion of that dignity, upon condition he would 
pay to the treafury of the order the fame t;e.erved rent 
of fixty thoufand befans ; but if he made any difficulty 
of fo doing, he ordered, that upon his refufal, they 
fhould difpofe of the commandry to one of the oldett 
knights, who would comply with exactly paying the 
the quit rent upon the ancient foot. 

In the mean time the two grand matters, in obedi- 
ence to the pope’s orders, let out for Avignon. Vil- 
laret was received wherever he patted, and particularly 
by Robert king of Sicily, as a great captain, and with 
all the good treatment that his reputation dclerved : 
every one was touched with his difgrace : nor was his 
reception lefs favourable at Rome. Pagnac, his rival 
and competitor, law plainly that the change of place 
was no way to his advantage ; they fpoke of nothing 
at the pope’s court, but of the valour and conquefts of 
Villaret ; whereas himfelf was looked upon as a rebel, 
and a ringleader of malecontents. 


The 
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The pope a gave them both feveral audiences, not 
only in private, but alfo in the public confillory. The 
mofi famous lawiers of the court of Avignon were em- 
ployed in this great affair. Edward Dupont, an emi- 
nent lawier, pleaded in favour of Pagnacs eledion : 
he reprelented, that the knights who compofed what 
they called at Rhodes the Convent, ‘ having, in confe- 
rence of the right they had, and of the opinion they 
entertained of the virtue of Villaret, railed that knight 
to the dignity of grand m after, they thought they had 
good grounds, when they faw him abufe his power, 
to refume an authority which that lawier maintained 
they had only committed to him in trull, and during 
fitch time as he fliould ufe it well. He infilled parti- 
cularly on the power of the council which had concur- 
red in his degradation, and which he would have be 
regarded as the reprelentative body of the order, and 
of a general chapter. 

Vi llaret’s lawier, after a fine harangue on the 
exploits and conquells of his client, (o much to the 
glory and advantage of the order, and even of all 
Chriliendom, demanded, if the depoling of him was 
the recompenfe he ought to expedt for them ; and if a 
company of mutineers and rebels could be ever autho- 
rlfed to depole their chief and fuperior, efpccially af- 
ter he had prevented lo rafii an enterprife, by an ap* 
peal to the holy lee. And in anfwer to what Pagnac’s 
lawier had advanced about the ibvereign authority of 
the council, as the reprelentative body of the general 
chapter, he exclaimed aloud, that the condition of the 
grand mailers would be very unhappy, if burdened, as 
they were, with the. toiLome cares of the government,, 
they were to have nothing but the fatigue and inquie- 
tudes of it, whilft the members of the council, like a 
let of Ephori, fhould let up themselves for rigid judges 
and cenlors of their condudl. Yet let it be confidercd, 
fays the lawier, that it is the grand mailers themlelves 
from whom the knights hold the dignities which give- 
them a teat in council and whether it be fitting that 

the 
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the fate of chiefs fhould depend upon their creatures, 
and that they fhould be obliged to tremble before the 
woik of their own hands. 

Thou oh thefe reafons in a republican government 
were more pompous than (olid, yet the pope, offended 
at the little regard that Pagnac’s party had fhown to 
the appeal of Villaret, inclined lecretly to his fide. 
The cardinals, and particularly the courtiers, who ne- 
ver fail to find out the difpofitions of their matter, 
blamed openly the precipitation with which they had 
depofed the grand matter. Pagnac faw plainly, thro* 
the difeourfes fpread on this fubjetf, that he fhould ne- 
ver obtain a confirmation of his eledlion. The fear of 
feeing it vacated, by a folemn judiciary fentence, and 
the fad idea of falling thereby again under the power 
of a mighty and incenfed enemy, threw him into a 
deep melancholy : he quitted the court and retiied to 
Montpelier, where he fell lick, and after langui filing 
for fome months, had there a period put to his life and 
ambition. 

His death delivered the pope from the trouble of 
pronouncing a judicial fentence in fo delicate an affair. 
The pontiff, to preferve always a (uhordination, began 
with re -eflabli filing Villaret in all the functions of his 
dignity ; but as he had obferved a vatt deal of relent- 
ment and animofity in the contrary party, before he 
took off the fufpenfion which his commifiioners had 
fignified to the grand matter, it was agreed privately 
with him, that after he had refumed the government of 
his order, fora certain limited time, he fhould make a 
refignation, as ofhimfelf, to the holy fee, and be provid- 
ed with a great priory, which he fhould enjoy with ail 
entire independence on his fucceffor, and even without 
being obliged to contribute to the charges and relpon- 
fions of the order ; which, after feveral changes ofpri- 
ories and many difficulties, was at latt entirely finifhed 
about A. D. 1323. Villaret, after his abdication, re- 
tired to the cattle of Tciran, which belonged to one of 
his fitters. He died there four years afterwards, and 
in A. D. 1327, his corps was interred in the church of 
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great St.John at Montpelier, in a marble tomb, round 
which there is an infcription a mentioning his quality, 
without taking notice of his abdication. 

Whilst the order was infefted with thefe divifi- 
ons, Orchanes or Urcham Gazi, fon and fucceftor to 
Othoman, thought it a favourable jun&ure to drive the 
knights out of the ifle of Rhodes. This young prince, 
in the life of the fuitan his father, had a great hand in 
his conquefts. He was the ableft of his generals, and 
the moll certain inftrument of his victories. The fove- 
reign power to which he arrived, upon the death of 
Othoman, ferved only to inflame his courage. He was 
always revolving new conquefls in his mind : he pair- 
ed all the feafons of the year in the field, living with 
his foldiers in his camp like one of themfelves, and as 
if they had been his brethren orhischildren ; and in the 
greateft dangers he (hewed them a confidence that was 
equally honourable to the prince and his troops. His 
capacity was not at all inferior to his valour. Few fove- 
reigns ever equalled him in the art of letting the princes 
his neighbours at variance. He never faded to de- 
clare himfelf for the weaker fide againft the flronger, 
the more eafily to crefh both at laft. ’Twas by this 
policy, rather than the valour of his troops, that he 
made himielf mafter of Myfia, Lycaonia, Phrygia aud 
Cana, out of which he drove mod: of the petty princes, 
who had (hared with his father Othoman the territo- 
ries of the laft fuitan of Iconium of the Selgeucidian 
race, their mafter and fovereign. 

The nearnefs of the ifle ol Rhodes, which is only 
feparated from Caria by a pretty narrow channel, de- 
termined him to attempt the conquefl of it. He thought 
himfelf fo fare of it, upon the advice he had received 
of the divifions in the order, that he refolved to tranf- 

fport 

b Anno Domini M.CCC. XXVII. die fcilicet prima Septem- 
bris, obiit nobilifiimus dominus frater Folquetus deVIHaveto, ma- 
gifter magni hofpitalis faerie domus fandti Joannis EapiiftasHie- 
1 I rofolymitani, cujus anima requiefcat in pace, Amen. Die pro me 
lj Pater nofter, A ve Maria, 
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port thither in perfon a colony ofMahome- 
i:2I. tans, Turks, Arabians, or Saracens; and they 

pretend 4 , that he chofe for this ptirpoie mod of 
the families which the knights, upon the conq eft; of 
Rhodes, had drove out of the ifland ; and who, under 
the prote&ion of the fultan flj tered them elves with 
re-entering into pofTeffion, and tettling again in it Or- 
chanes left the old men, the women and children, in 
the little ifle of Epiicopia, which he made himfelf ma- 
iler of in his way ; he then flood away with his fleet 
toward Rhodes. They relate, that he had no lefs than 
fourfeore flutes, brigantines, or flat-bottomed veffels of 
different bulk, mofl of them laden with land forces, 
with which he intended to form the liege of the city of 
Rhodes. 

Gerard de Pins, before mentioned, whom the 
pope had made lieutenant-general of the whole order, 
having advice of the defign of this infidel prince, and 
that his great armament was intended againfl Rhodes, 
did not think it proper to e\pe6t the enemy in the 
ifland. Unluckily mofl of the gallies and veffels of the 
order were out a cruifing ; there were only four gal- 
lies left in the pert, with fome frigates, flutes, and 
merchant fhips, but they were fortunately joined by 
fix Gcnoefe gallies, which put into the port of Rhodes, 
in their return from the coafts of Cilicia and the lefTer 
Armenia, where they traded. All the knights that 
were in the ifland, the foldiers, and even inhabitants, 
able to bear arms, were put on hoard this little fleet. 
The commander de Pins mounted on board the admi- 
ral, and as he was an excellent feaman, getting the 
wind of the Turks, he attacked them boldly. The in- 
fidels were fuperior in number of vefTels ; they had 
the like advantage in the land forces which they had- 
on boa*d, but they were all foldiers, altogether unfit 
for /ea engagements. The knights, on the contrary, 
inured to that way of fighting worked their fhips with 
fo much skill, that they lunk part of the enemy’s fri- 
gates and flat bottomed vclfels, and took a great nutn- 
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ber of prifoners. Orchanes was only beaten by fancy- 
ing himfelf invincible through the number and valour 
of his troops ; but he had only tried them upon land, 
and he found enemies at lea, whole capacity and skill 
were fuperior to all his forces. The general of the or- 
der having routed their fleet, made a defcent in the 
iflc of Epifcopia, where, as we faid before, Orchanes 
had landed a great number of Turkilh families, which 
he defigned for peopling the ifle of Rhodes. The 
Chriflian general, to cut off this root of war, and take 
from thefe infidels (the old inhabitants of Rhodes) 
all hopes of re-eftabliihing themfelves there, put to the 
fword all that he found in arms, and the old men, wo- 
men and children were, by his order, fold for flaves. 

As the grand maflerfhip was vacant by the abdica- 
tion of Villaret, the pope conveened, in his palace in 
Avignon, the priors and knights that were at his court, 
or in the provinces near Avignon: and when they 
were arrived, he exhorted them to concord, and to fa- 
crifice their private relentment to the general good of 
the order. All thefe knights {hut themfelves up af- 
terwards in a fort of conclave, to proceed to the elec- 
tion of a new grand mailer; and after invocation of the 
Holy Ghofl, and a mature deliberation, 
the choice of the aflembly fell upon bro- He lion 
therKelion deVilleneuve, whom the pope df Vil- 
favoured openly ; and his recommendati- leneuve. 
on, very little different from an order, 
had a great influence in the ele&ion, which 
he confirmed afterwards by an authentic bull, 1523. 
bearing dale A. D. 1 323. Others pretend, that 
this confirmation was a meer nomination, derived from 
the foie authority of the pope. 

The new grand mailer was not ungrateful ; and 
to fhow his acknowledgement to the pontiff, he fold 
him f'ome ho ufes which the order poflefild in 
the city of Cahors, and fome large e’ftates in 11:24. 
land, in the adjacent parts, which the pope, a 
native of that city, made a purchafe of in favour of his 
family, which he had a mind to raifeont of the obfcu- 
Vol. II. K rkv 
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rity it was buried in. His father, whole name was 
Amautl d’Olfa or Denfle, was but a poor cobler. The 
merit of his fon, and his extraordinary knowledge in 
civil and canon law, railed him to the dignity of car- 
dinal. That dignity did not make him forget the 
meanncfs of his birth ; he lived with the other cardi- 
nals as with his mailers, fober, frugal and modell ; 
one could hardly, even by his drefs, diflinguifh any 
marks of a dignity, which appeared entirely indifferent 
to him. Such was this cardinal at the death of Cle- 
ment V. The cardinals were two years before they 
could agree on the perlon they would chule pope. 
They at iirll afTembled atCarpentras; but the cardinals 
of Aquitain, tired out with the length of the conclave, 
got their lervants to fet fire to it, upon which they dil- 
perfed, and could not afterwards be got together a- 
gain. Philip, count of Poitiers, brother to Louis Hu- 
tin king of France, having, by addrefs, and under va- 
rious pretences, drawn twenty three of them to Lions, 
engaged them to (hut themfelves up in a conclave ; but 
as the fa&ions were flill as warm as ever, and they 
could not agree, they refolved at lad, if we may be- 
lieve Villani and St. Antonin, to refer themfelves by 
way of compromife to the foie nomination which car- 
dinal d’Offa would make of a pope ; out of a perfua- 
fion that fo good a man, fo difinterefled, and one who, 
in the midll of all the cabals had always remained neu- 
ter, could not but make a good choice. But the can- 
didates and heads of parties were ftrangely furprifed, 
when the cardinal, by virtue of the power they had 
conferred upon him to chule a pope, named himfelf, 
3nd with a clear, flrong, and audible voice, pronounc- 
ed thele words, Ego Him papa, Yis I that am pope,. 
Yet, as the compromife was made in all the requifitc 
formalities, they were obliged to acknowledge him, 
and at the ceremony of his coronation he took the 
name cf John XXII. 7 Tis thus that the hiflorians a- 
bove recited relate this event, though the emperor 
Louis of Bavaria, his enemy, and the partizans of that 
prince, in the writings which they publifhed after- 
wards. 
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w ards, with fo nrjch virulence againfl this pontiff, 
never reproached him with this fetch, the refult ol 1*0 
refined an ambition. 

The grand mailer was too much devoted to this 
pope to quit his court in hade. He (laid there, or in 
the neighbourhood, near four years. Daring that time, 
in order to remedy lome abules that had crept into the 
order, he called a general chapter at Montpelier. It 
mull be owned that the grand m after Villaret had done 
much lefs injury to the order by his profutenels than 
by the loolenefs he occafioned in the regular discipline. 
Upon annexing of the great revenues of the templars 
to the order of St. John, molt of the knights were in- 
veiled with commandries. Thefe new commanders, 
thole efpecially which abode in Europe, applying 
themlelves to find out the ancient podeflions ofthe tem- 
plars, or elfe to make the moft of them, difpented with 
themlelves, under favour of the divilions that then 
reigned in the order, from relidingat Rhodes, and even 
from paying that obedience which they owed to the 
grand mailer and the council. Moll of them attached 
themlelves either to the court of Rome or to that of 
their particular fovereigns ; and theie looie religious 
courted the protedbon of lecuhr princes, to make ute 
of it as a luccour and proredlion again!! the orders of 
their lawful fupe.iors, and particularly to excute them- 
lelves from reliding at Rhodes, in the chief houfe of 
the order, which appeared to them no better than as a 
place of banifhment. 

The chapter law with grief, that a military order, 
founded and eltablilhed in the Holy Land and in the 
eaft, was dilperled and buried as it were, in different 
commandries in Europe ; and, to draw the knights from 
thence, and bring them back to their principal houte, 
declared all incapable of any dignity of the order, who 
had not kept an a<51ual refidence there for a certain num- 
ber of years ; during which refidence, they mull like- 
ways have ferved in the wars, and on board the vef- 
lels ofthe order. As to the grand crofies, and knights 
who were invelled with the principal dignities of the 
K 2 order, 
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order, the chapter named eight conventual bailiffs, 
who were in that quality to have feat in the council, 
of which the grand mafter was the head aud prcfident, 
by a right infeparably annexed to his dignity. Yet he 
had but one voice more than any other counsellor or 
pilier, as they are called even to this day. By this 
nomination, the bailiffs were obliged to relide at 
Rhodes. 

They maintain that this was the chapter in which 
they divided the body of the order into different lan- 
guages cr nations, and annexed particular dignities to 
C 3 ch language, and fixed the commandries of each na- 
tion ; which commandries were likeways diftrihuted 
between the priories whereon they depended. 
1329. It was refolved likeways, that the grand mafter 
fhould every ten years have the nomination of 
two vacant commandries in each priory, preferably 
to the courfe of each language which was beginning 
to be fettled ; aiid that every prior, after the language 
was filed up, might name once in five years to a vacant 
commandry in his priory, provided he had made the 
neceffary improvements, and owed nothing to the com- 
mon treafure of the reiponfions of his diftrhft; as may 
be feen in the treatife of the government of the order, 
which will be publifhed in the laft volume of this 
work. 

The grand mafter, after the conclufion of this chap- 
ter, prepared to let out for Rhodes, and was come as 
far as Marfeiiles, where he was to embark, when he 
was detained by a long and dangerous illnefs, which 
held him near two years, as we learn from a letter of 
the pope in the fifteenth year of his pontificate. I11 
fine, the grand mafter having recovered his 
1332. ftrength, embarked with a great number of 
knights, and arrived happily at Rhodes about 
A. D. 13^2. 

That ifland, by the divifions rifen in it, and by the 
long ftay that the grand mafters had made in France, 
was much declined in its power and ftrength. Moft 
of the commanders had, under different pretences, re- 

* tired 
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tired to their refpetfiive countries and comtnandries. 
The want of pay had greatly weakened the garrifon 
of the city, and there were breaches in leveral places 
of the walls. The grand mafler was no fooner land- 
ed, but he made in perfon an exaCt vilit of all the out- 
works of the place ; he caufed reparations to be made 
in all places that wanted them, and the city and whole 
iiland were indebted to him for a baftion or bulwark 
which he built at his own expence before one of the 
luburbs. To this precaution he added that of a nu- 
merous garrifon, which he maintained conftantly at his 
own expence, befides a great number of knights, which 
his prelence, and yet more his benefactions, drew to 
Rhodes. 

He oblerved the lame conduCt in relpedl to the ifles 
and other places that depended on Rhodes. Commif- 
lioners well qualified for the office vilited them by his 
order, and provided for the fortifying of fuch places 
as might beinlulted ; and the grand mafler lent knights, 
eminent for their valour and experience, to command 
in thele iflands, who, by lignals or light barks, gave 
him notice of whatever appeared in thole leas. The 
navy of the order, under lb vigilant an head, recover- 
ed its ancient reputation ; and belides the fquadrons 
of the order, the principal and richeft commanders fit- 
ted out gallies at their own expence. The corfairs 
durfl appear no more ; and the iiland of Cyprus, and 
the lelfer Armenia, whole coafls were often infeRed 
by thole pirates, were freed from them by the protec- 
tion of the flag of St. John. 

If the Chrillian (fates in the neighbourhood of thele 
knights derived fuch advantages from their vicinity, 
the inhabitants of Rhodes itfelf, and efpecially the 
poor, felt the more immediate efte&s of the grand ma- 
iler’s care. Under fo wile a government, there was 
not an unhappy perfon to be leen in all the ifles of the 
order. The poor did not want a necelfary fubfillence. 
The lick were put in, a large and magnificent hofpital, 
where all the afiiltances necelfary, either for the wants 
of the body or for thofe of the foul, were abundantly 
K 3 provided 
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provided for them. The grand matter had re-animat- 
ed the zeal of his knights by his own example ; and it 
may be faid, that as long as he lived, he difehargei 
perfeftly well the fundtions, and juttly merited the title 
of guardian of the poor, which had been annexed to 
his dignity, ever fince the foundation of the order. __ 

*Twas out of the fame fpirit of charity, and from the 
like and prudential motives, that he forbad all the 
knights, on pain of degradation, to offer to fight thefer- 
pent or crocodile, a fort of amphibious animal, which 
lived and fed in the marfhes, and on the fides of the ri- 
vers. This crocodile was of a monftrous fize, did a 
vaft deal of mifehief in the ifland, and had even de- 
voured fome of the inhabitants. For the underftand- 
ing fo extraordinary an incident, which fome authors 
have treated as fabulous, we fhall barely relate what 
hiftory acquaints us with on that fubjedt, and leave 
the reader to judge of fo extraordinary an event, ac- 
cording to his underftanding, and the probability he 
may find in our narration. 

The haunt of this furious animal we are fpeaking 
«f, was in a cavern ieated on the edge of a marfh at the 
foot of mount St. Stephen, two miles from the city. 
He went often out to leek his prey. He eat fheep, 
cows, and fometimes horfes, wen they came near the 
water and edge of the marfh. They complained like- 
ways that he had devoured fome young fhepherds that 
were keeping their flocks. Several of the braveft: 
knights of the convent, at different times, and un* 
known to each other, went fingly out of the city in 
order to kill him, but none of them ever came hack. 
As the ufe of fire arms was not then invented, and the 
skin of this kind of monfter was covered with feales 
that were proof againft the keenett arrows and darts, 
their arms, if we may fo fpeak, not being equal, the 
lerpent foon dilpatched them. This was the motive 
which engaged the grand matter to forbid the knights 
attempting any more an enterprise that feemed above 
all human ftrength. 


They 
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They all obeyed him, except one knight of the 
language of Provence, named Dieu-donne de Gozon, 
who, in breach of this prohibition, and without being 
daunted at the fate of his brother companions, formed 
fecretly the defignof lighting this voracious beaft, reviv- 
ing to periih in it, or deliver the ifie of Rhodes. This 
resolution is generally a (bribed to the intrepid courage 
of the knight ; tho’ others pretend, that he was llke- 
wife pufhed on to it by the hinging invedtives with 
which his courage had been infulted at Rhodes ; be- 
caufe having gone leveral times out of the city to light 
theferpent,he had contented himlelf with taking a view 
of it at a dihance, and had thereby employed his pru- 
dence more than his valour. 

Whatever, were the motives that determined the 
knight to try this adventure, he, to begin the executi- 
on of bis projedt, went into France, and retired to 
the cahle of Gozon, which is hill handing in the pro- 
vince of Languedoc; and having oblerved that the fer- 
pent he had a mind to attack had no feales under the 
belly, he formed the plan of his enterprise upon that 
observation. 

He cauled -a figure of thismonhrous bead to be made 
in wood or pahboard, according to the idea he had 
preferved of it, and took particular care to imitate the 
colour of it. He afterwards taught two young bull 
dogs to run when he cried out, and throw themfelves 
under the belly of that terrible creature, whilft him- 
felf mounted on horfeback, clad in armour, with his 
lance in his hand, pretended at the fame time to hrike 
at it in leveral places. The knight fpent feveral months 
ufing this ex ere he every day, and as loon as he found 
his dogs perfedl in this way of fighting, he returned to 
Rhodes. He was Icarce arrived in the ifland, when, 
without communicating his defign to any body whatlo- 
ever, he made his arms be carried privately near a 
church fituated on the top of the mountain of St. Ste- 
phen, where he came attended only by two lervants, 
whom he had brought from France. He went into the 
church, and after recommending himfelf to God, took 
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his arms, mounted on horfeback, and ordered his ler- 
vants,if he perifhed in the combat, to return to France j 
but to come up to him, if they perceived he had either 
killed the ferpent, or was wounded himfelf. He tli^n 
went down the mountain with his two dogs, advanc- 
ed ftraight to the marfli, and the haunt of the ferpent, 
who, at the noile that he made, ran with open mouth 
and eyes darting lire to devour him. Gozon gave it a 
ftroke with his lance, which the thicknefs and hard- 
nels of its feales made of no efFafh He was preparing to 
redouble his ftroke, when his horle, frighted with the 
hiding andfmellof the ferpent, refufes to advance, re- 
tires back and leaps afide, and would have been the 
occafion of his mafter’s deftriuffton, if he, with great 
pretence of mind, had not thrown himfelf off. Then 
taking his (word in his hand, and attended by his two 
faithful dogs, he immediately comes up to the horri- 
ble bead, and gives him fevcral ftrokes in different 
places ; but the hardnefs of the feales hindered them 
from entering, and the furious animal, with a flroke of 
his tail, threw him on the ground, and would infallibly 
have devoured him, if his two dogs, according as they 
had been taught, had notfeized the ferpent by the belly, 
which they tore and mangled with their teeth, with- 
out his being able, tho’ he ftruggled with all his 
ftrength, to force them to quit their hold. 

The knight, by help of this fuccour, gets up, and join- 
ing his dogs, thrufts his (word up to the hilt, 
\ n a pl ace that was not defended by feales : he 
there made a large wound, from whence a deluge of blood 
(lowed out. The monfter wounded to death, tumbles 
on the knight and beats him down a lecond time, and 
would have ft i fled him by the prodigious weight and 
bulk of its body, if the two tervants who had been 
fpe&ators of the combat had not, feeing the ferpent 
dead, run in to the relief of their mafter. They found 
him in a fwoon and for fometime thought him dead ; but 
having with great difficulty drawn him from under the 
(crpent, to give him room to breathe, in cafe he was yet 
alive, they next took off his helmet, and after throwing 
a little water upon his face, he at laft opened his eyes. 
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The fir ft fpedlacle, and the moft agreeable one that 
could offer itfelf to his fight, was that of feeing his ene- 
my {lain, which was attended with the fatisfadlion of 
having fucceeded in fo difficult an enterpvife, in which 
many of his brother companions had loft their lives. 

No fooner was the fame of his victory and the fer- 
pent’s death proclaimed in the city, but a crowd of in- 
habitants thronged out to meet him. The knights 
conduced him in triumph to the grand mafter’s palace ; 
but in the midft of their acclamations the conqueror 
was infinitely furprifed, when the grand mafter look- 
ing upon him with indignation, demanded of him, if 
he did not know the orders he had given againft attack- 
ing that dangerous beaft, and if he thought they might 
be violated with impunity. Immediately this ftridt ob- 
ferver of difeipiine, without vouch fating to hear him, 
or being moved in the leaft by the inteiceftions of the 
knights, lent him directly to prifion. He next con- 
vened the council, where he repre!ented,that the order 
could by no means difpenfe with infii&ing a rigorous 
punifhment on fo notorious a difobedience, that was 
more prejudicial to difeipiine, than the life of feveral Lb r- 
pents would haveTieen to the cattle and inhabitants of 
that quarter of the ifland ; and like another Manlius, 
he declared his opinion was, that the victory fhould 
be made fatal to the conqueror. But the council pre- 
vailed, that he fhould be only deprived of thebabit of the 
order ; in fliort, the unfortunate knight was ignomini- 
oufly degraded, and there was but a fhort interval be- 
tween his vi<5tory and this kind of punifhment, which 
he found more cruel and fevere than death itfelf. 

But the grand mafter, after having by this chaftife- 
ment performed the obligations due to the perfervation 
of difeipiine, returned to his natural temper, which was 
full of Iweetnefs and good nature : he was pleafed to 
be pacified, and managed things in fuch a manner as to 
make them intreat him to grant a pardon, which he 
would have follicited himfelf, if he had not been at the 
head of the order. At the preffing inftanccs made him 
by the principal commanders, he reftored him to the 

habit 


1 1 8 Hifiory of the Knights of Malta. 

habit and his favour, and loaded him with kindnefies : 
all this was not to be compared to the unfeigned 
prailes of the people, who difpofe abfolutcly of glory ; 
whilft princes, how potent foever they be, can only 
have the difpofal of the honours and dignities of the 
(hue. 

They fet up the head cf this ferpent or crocodile 
over one of the gates of the city, as a monument of 
Gozon’s vitdory. Thevenot * in the relation of his 
travels, fays, that it was there in his time, or at lead 
the effigies of it ; that he himfelf had leen it there ; 
that it was much bigger and larger than that of an horle, 
its mouth reaching from ear to ear, big teeth, large eyes, 
the holes of the noftrils round, and the skin of a whitiffi 
grey, occafioned perhaps by the dud which it gather- 
ed in courfe of time. 

We ffiall be lefs lurprifed at To extraordinary an in- 
cident, if we reflect, that the ifie of Rhodes was anti- 
ently called Ophiufa, from the Grek word which 
fignifies a ferpent, from the great number of thole rep- 
tiles which infeded that illand. Hyginus a Greek hi- 
ftorian recites upon- the tellimony of Polyzelus a Rho- 
dian, that a Theflalian, fon of Triopas, or of Lapithas 
according to Diodorus Siculus, having been thrown by 
a ftorm upon the coad of Rhodes, happily exterminat- 
ed thole mifchievous animals ; that Phorbas among the 
red killed one of them of a prodigious bignefs, which 
devoured the inhabitants. The learned Bochart pre- 
tends, that the Phoenicians called this illand by the name 
of Gefirath-Rod, i. e. the ife of Serpents ; Gelirath, 
according to that author, being a term common to the 
Phoenicians, Syrians, Arabians and Chaldeans, for fig- 
nifying an ifland, and Rod in the Phoenician tongue, 
dgnifyinga ferpent ; lo that joining thefe two words 
together, they formed that of Gelirath- Rod, whence 
the Greeks afterwards made that of Rhodes, which the 
iflc has preferved to this day. But without dwelling 
upon a point of antiquity lo very remote from us, per- 
haps fach as have criticifed upon this palfage of the 

modern 
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modern hiflory of the ifle of Rhodes, have not confi- 
dered a like event that happened in Africa, whilfl At- 
tilius Regulus commanded the Roman army there, and 
was making war againfl the Carthaginians ; and I do 
not think it foreign to my fubjetfl, to give an exacl re- 
lation of what the hiflorians of that nation tell us of a 
ferpent flill more monflrous and terrible than that kil- 
led by the knight de Gozon. 

The Roman army, fay thefe writers, was encamp- 
ed in Africa near the river Bagradas. The foldiers go- 
ing to the water were attacked and devoured by a ler- 
pent which hindered them from coming near it. He 
had fwallowed up feveral with his dreadful mouth ; 
others were killed with the lafhes of his tail, and fe- 
veral died merely by the infection of his breath. In a 
word, he gave fo much trouble to Regulus, that that 
general was obliged to employ his legions againfl the 
monfter, to try which fhould be mailer of the river,. 
But as the lerpent, by reafon of the hardnefs of his 
feales, was impenetrable to all the javelins of the fol- 
diers, they had recourfe to their military engines ; 
they befieged him as they would have done a fortrefs ; 
they hurled flones and flints againfl him at a diflance ; 
at lafl, after abundance of fatigue and fweat, a flone of 
extraordinary fize, thrown from the flrongefl machine, 
(Iruck him by good fortune, broke his back bone and 
killed the terrible monfler. 

Regulus, as great a general as he was, fay thefe 
hiflorians, did not think the skin of this monflrous ani- 
mal unworthy of being fent to Rome : it was a hund- 
red foot long, and they hung it up in a temple, as a 
monument of his vi&ory, and it remained there till the 
Numantine war. Thus it is that Florus, Valerius 
Maximus, Orofius, Aulus Gellius and Zonaras relate 
this matter." 

Ido not maintain that there has been no exagger- 
ation in the length of the African ferpent, nor affert 
everything that is told of the monflrous bulk of the 
gocodile of Rhodes ; but what appears certain from 
the hiflorians of that time, from tradition, and even 

from 
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from infcriptions and authentic monuments, is, that 
Gozon killed a terrible animal, and by that adtion 
acquired a great reputation, efpecially with the 
people of Rhodes, who looked upon him as their de- 
liverer. 

The grand m after, to make him fome amends for 
the mortification he had given him, conferred rich 
eommandrics upon him : he took him afterwards to 
be near his perfon r and finding a prudence in him e- 
qual to his bravery, he made him at lad his lieutenant 
general hi the government of the ifland ; from an opi- 
nion he had that fo valiant and refolute a knight, who 
had expoied his life fo generoufly for the fafety of the 
inhabitants of the Hie, would, in cafe of war or furprile, 
defend them better than any boqly elfe againft all the 
attempts of the infidels. 

Those Barbarians, informed of the forces and vigi- 
lance of the grand mailer, and difeouraged by the ill 
fuccels of their arms, left off their ufual roving and pil- 
laging for a time. Rhodes and the other ifles of the 
order enjoyed a profound peace for leveral years. This 
feenrity proved in the end prejudicial to the order : 
they lilted out fewer veflels ; their fea affairs were ne- 
gle£ied; mod of the knights, finding no employment 
for their arms, returned into their own country ; and 
feveral commanders, thole efpecially of the kingdoms 
of the north , under pretence of this apparent calm, 
neglecdedto pay their refponfions. This difobedience 
arole from the expence thelc commanders made in their 
provinces. Mod of them kept little correfpondence 
with the chief houfe of the order : they leemed to 
look upon themlelves as proprietors of their command-*, 
ries, and indead of the novices and private knights 
which every commander was obliged to maintain in 
his houle, and educate in the fpirit of the order, nothing 
was feen but a worthlefs crowd of valets and hunting 
equipages. The relations too of thegreated part of thele 
commanders often confumed the bread of the poor, and 
the revenues appointed for the defence of the Chridian 
dominions. 


The 
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The people who tiled to lee their predecelfors live 
like true religious, were Toon fcandalized at a life fo 
entirely lecular. Some good men complained of it to 
pope Benedict XII. who had lately fucceeded John 
XXII. They reprelented to him that the hofpitallers, 
by inheriting theimmenfe revenues of the templars, had 
like them fallen into luxury, and been infedted with 
the dangerous and contagious corruptions that arile 
from great riches ; that whilft the templars fubfifted^ 
the emulation between*, thelc two military ordersengag- 
ed them both to vie with one another in armaments and 
enterprifes always ufeful to Chriftianity ; but that Unce 
the extin&ion of that order, the commanders of the or- 
der of hofpitallers, whole thoughts were taken up with 
their pleafures, teemed to Ihun danger, and negletfed 
the convoy and defence of the pilgrims that went out 
of devotion to the holy Land, Some fecret enemies of 
the hofpitallers, or rather fome greedy courtiers, fuch 
as are always grafping at other people’s fubftance, and 
bent upon enriching themlelves, propoled to the pope, 
to refume the eftates of the templars out of the hands 
of the hofpitallers ; others lels felf-interefted were of 
opinion, that they Ihould be employed in the foundati- 
on of a new military order. The pope, without en- 
tering into thefe different projects, to re-animate the 
courage of the hofpitallers, deligned to bring them into 
a league he was forming againft the Turks, who were, 
growing every day more formidable ; but his death, 
which happened a little time afterwards, prevented the 
execution of his project. 

Some African corfairs having at the fame time made 
defcents upon the coafts of the illes of Cyprus and 
Candia, and ravaged thole of the Archipelago, which 
were lefs able to make a defence, furnifhed occafion 
for new complaints againft the hofpitallers. They re- 
prefented to Clement VI, fuccefTor to Benedia XII. 
that the Chriftians of the Levant were abandoned as a 
prey to the infidels, whilft moft of the knights being 
retired in the weft, either upon their commandries, or 
at the courts of Chriftian princes, were taken up with 
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nothing but their pleafures, or the care of amafling 
wealth j and that the grand matter and the knights that 
continued with him at Rhodes, lecured from the infults 
of the Barbarians by the fortifications of the place, liv- 
ed in an utter indifference of what paffed at lea. What 
gave weight to thefe complaints and murmurs of the 
public, was, that lome chaplains, religious of the order, 
and lome of its Efquires or ferving brothers, had lent 
fecret memorials to the court of Avignon againft the 
grand matter and the knights, complaining, that in 
midtt of the luxury and effeminacy wherein they lived, 
they were not afhamed to let them want cloaths, and 
the lieceffary futtenance oflife. The pope teazed with 
theie complaints, wrote about them to the grand ma- 
tter in ttiarp and reproachful terms. 

“ We are informed, fays the pontiff to him, by 
<l perfons of merit and dittinclion, that it is the com- 
Ci irion fentiment of the clergy, and indeed of all the 
“ Chrittian world, that you and your brother com- 
<< panions fcarce make any good ule of the immenle 
ettates you poffefs, as well on this fide as beyond 
« the fea. Thofe who have the aaminiftration of 
<c them ride, fay they, fine horfes, make good chear, 
« are richly drelfed, are ferved in gold and filver, 
« keep abundance of dogs and hawks for hunting and 
“ game, lay up great treasures, give little alms, and 
« negledl the defence of the Chrittians, efpecially of 
“ thole beyond lea. For this reafon it has been un- 
« der confideration, whether it would not be proper 
u for the holy fee to inttitute a new military order, and 
u endow it with part of your revenues, in order to 
« ra ife and keep up a laudable emulation between the 
a two orders, as there was formerly between you and 
a the templars: this however we have not yet thought 
“ fit to put in execution, out of the juft confidence we 
u h av e that you will immediately reftore the antient 
cc difeipline, and make a general reformation of man- 
« ners in your order.” 

The pope in the fame letter adds, that he had advice, 
the Turks were making great preparations for the con- 
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queR of all Romania. ’Tis not clear, whether by 
that term he meant only the province which bears that 
name, or whether, according to the Turkifh and Ara- 
bian ufe of the exprclfion, he comprehended under 
that name all the Rates which compofed at' that time 
what they called in the eaR the Roman empire ; ail 
enterprise, lays the pontiff, which would draw along 
with it the utter ruin of the Chriflian rsR^on. 'Hie 
pope added farther, that in order to prevent fo terrible 
a calamity, he had formed the plan of a naval arma- 
ment, compofed of the gallies of leveral princes, that 
{hould keep the fea, and might join and ad in concert, 
either to lunder the defeent of the Barbarians^ or to 
carry fuccours to fuch places as fhould be attacked ; 
that the king of Cyprus had agreed to furnilh for his 
quota four gallies, and the republic of Venice five; 
that he ordered the knights of Rhodes to put fix to fea, 
and the holy fee would maintain four. “ Though, 
u fays the pontiff, we have had remonflrances made 
“ us by feveral of our brethren the cardinals, that your 
** order was rich and powerful enough, not only to 
u fave the holy fee the charges of this armament, but 
alfotoput a whole fleet to lea at their own expence; 
6i and that there was in your treafury more gold and 
“ filver than could be found in that of any ChriRian 
“ prince whatever, without reckoning the confiderable 
iC funis which your priors and commanders are Icrap- 
66 ing together for them/elves. ” The pope conclud- 
ed tliis letter with telling the grand matter, that the 
church was but forrily edified with the particular eiv 
unities of the knights between one another ; adding at 
latt, that complaints had been made to the holy lee that 
they were negligent in providing for the fubliRence of 
the chaplains and lerving brothers. 

Tho’ the grand maRer law plainly they had impof- 
ed on the pope's zeal for religion, by the exaggeration 
made 'of the 1 iches of the order, yet, like a true reli- 
gious, he refolved to obey. They fitted out immedi- 
ately fix gallies in the port of Rhodes ; and for their 
maintenance and expence, he, by the advice, and in 
L 2 concert 
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concert with the fovereign council, appropriated a par- 
ticular fund,' arifing from the fucceflion of commanders 
deceafed, viz. the rights of mortuaries and vacancies. 
The mortuary, as is pradtifed even now, was levied 
upon the revenues of the commandry, from the day of 
the commander’s deceafe till May firft next enfuing, 
and from that day the vacancy commenced, and held 
till May the fiift of the following year ; before that 
time the new commander could not enter upon the en- 
joyment of the revenues of the commandry. 

The grand matter and council made afterwards fe- 
veral regulations for the reformation of manners, efpe- 
cially in refpedi to the provinces of the weft. The 
' knights were among other things forbid to wear cloth 
that coft more than, two florins a canne, a meafure 
which in feveral provinces of France contains two thirds 
more than the ell of Paris. And by the fame regula- 
tion they were forbid the ufe of delicious wines, 
•and the having more kind of meats than one on the 
fame day : a wife and ufeful difeipline ; and happy 
it were for the order, was it to be revived in our 
days. 

Three a vifitors were appointed to carry thefe re- 
gulations to the pope, to defire him to add or retrench 
as he fhouid fee fitting, and invert the com midi oners 
which they lent with his apoftolical authority, that they 
might be in a condition to inforce a more exaft obferv- 
ance of them. 

The pope was exceedingly moved andaffedted with 
the grand mafter’s ready obedience ; and to fhow the 
like generous care of the common caufe, he fitted out 
the lour gallies that he was to furnifh for his quota, 
to which thole of the king of Cyprus, the order of St. 
John and republic of Venice joined themfelves, under 
the general command of a Genoefe captain, Gingarria 
by name. This little fleet kept the fea all the fummer, 
but without attempting any thing anfwcrable to their 

ftrength, 

* Odo de Montaigu prior of Auvergne, Efnaid d’Albarno poor 
of Capua, Peter Plantin prior of the church. 
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(Length, and the expence the allies were at for this ar- 
mament. The Genoefe general, more mindful of his fil- 
tered than his glory, made ufe of his authority to load 
the gallies with divers forts of merchandize, and em- 
ployed the money confided to him for the charges of 
the campaign, to his own private advantage. Henry, 
titular patriarch ofCondantinople, legate of the holy 
fee, mounted on board the admiral galley, and in that 
quality had the fupreme command, according to the 
politics of the popes, who always afTumed it in thole 
wars that were railed for the lake of religion. This 
prelate, in imitation of theGenoefe general, adtedmore 
like a merchant than a delegate of the fovereign pon- 
tiff. The year following, the allies, full of indigna- 
tion again!! the Genoefe, chofe for their general bro- 
ther John de Biandra, knight of Rhodes, prior of Lom- 
bardy, who had the particular command of the gallies 
of the order. 

The new general formed a defign worthy of his 
valour. The port of Smyrna, a confiderable city or 
Anatolia, ferved often for a retreat to the Turkifh cor- 
fairs who were mailers of the city. Biandra having, 
befides the foldiers on board his fleet, taken in at 
Rhodes a great number of troops commanded by vali- 
ant knights, formed the fiege of the place and took it 
by dorm. Some hiflorians pretend that he took only the 
cadle, which was feated by the lea fide, and command- 
ed the entrance of the port. All the foldiers in the fort 
both Turks and Arabians, were cut to pieces. The 
grand mailer having advice of it, knowing the import- 
ance of that fortrefs, lent frefh troops immediately 
thither, with arms and provifions t o reinforce the ga- 
rifon. There are dill to be feen upon the gates of the 
caflle, tho’ fallen to ruin, the arms of the church, 
which were placed there as a monument of this con- 
quefl, the whole honour of which they afcribed to the 
pope, as head of the league, tho’ the knights of Rhodes 
had the greatefl {hare in it. A Turk called IVJorbafTan, 
who commanded in the higher town and over all the 
country, attempted a year after to drive the Chiiflians 
L 3 out 
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out of the place. He laid fiege to it, but after three 
months (pent in (mart attacks and a gallant defence, 
he made a feint of abandoning his enterprife, or at 
leafl of turning the fiege into a blockade. The great- 
eft part of his troops drew off, and only a fmall number 
was left in his camp. The Chriftians having notice of 
his retreat, made a furious (ally, eafily forced the in- 
trenchments, which were ill defended, broke into the 
camp, and put to the fword or took priloners all that 
made refiftance, or did not lave themlelves by a fpeedy 
flight. They celebrated this vi<5tory upon the fame 
fpot on which they had obtained it, with the found of 
military inftrumcnts, with feaftings, and a joy which 
was fo much the more dangerous as the enemy was not 
far off. 

Morbassan, whom they fancied a great way up 
in the country, but who only lay concealed with his 
troops behind the neighbouring mountains, having no- 
tice ofit by certain fignals, marched down, and finding 
the Chriftians in diforder, made a cruel daughter of 
them in his turn. The greateft lofs fell upon the 
knights of Rhodes: and the pope’s legate who was come 
into theCamp to partake in the public joy, loft there his 
life, as well as mod of the officers and ecclefiaftics of 
his houffiold. The knights who efcaped the fury of 
the Barbarians got back to the fort, and held it out, by 
help of a new reinforcement, againft all the efforts of 
the Turks and other infidels. 

The difmal news of this difgrace, paffing into* Eu- 
rope, the pope to repair it publifhcd a crulade with all 
the indulgences annexed to the firft. Humbert II. 
Dauphin of Viennois, preffed with great earneftnefs to 
be declared the chief and general ofit. He was a prince 
of mean parts, naturally vain, inconftant in his pro- 
jects, and Ids aftedted with their folidity, than the lu- 
ftre and diftintfions with which they were attended. 
Hearn e in per foil to the court of pope Clement VI. 
to fbllicit this employ. In the petition which he pre- 
fented on that account to the fovereign pontiff, he in- 
treated b*ini to grant him the “ poft of captain of this 
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“ holy expedition again ft the Turks, and all that were 
“ not loyal to the church of Rome, which all people, 
“ as well hofpitallers as others, were obliged and bound 
<( to obey by lea and land.” 

To engage the pope to grant him the generalfhip, 
he offered to maintain at his own expence in this war 
three hundred men of arms, a thouland crofs-bow men, 
to furnifh five (hips of war well equipped, and to bring 
with him twelve banners and a hundred knights : glar- 
ing promiles ! but as much beyond his ability, as the 
poft of general of an army was above his experience 
and capacity. 

Some a cardinals of the pope’s council, who were 
not prepoffcired in favour of this prince’s courage, were 
againft his demand ; but the lo vereign pontiff’s inclina- 
tion prevailedand carried with it all the voices. b Hum- 
bert was chole general of the Chriftian army ; the pope 
gave him the oath, and he obliged himlelf at the lame 
time, by a folemn vow, to fpend three whole years in 
that holy expedition. Rut as for the mighty armament 
that he was to furnilh by lea and land, it was all reduc- 
ed to an hundred men of arms; and there was no diffi- 
culty in judging of the fuccefs of the expedition by the 
choice of the general. The next day, being the feaft 
of Corpus Chriftijhe received from the pope’s hands the 
crols and ftandard of the church, which he had carried 
before him in the ftreets of Avignon, with his own par- 
ticular ftandard a-breaft ; thus followed by a numerous 
retinue, he returned in great pomp to his houle; a ce- 
remonial, which in default ofa folid glory, gratified the 
vanity of the man. The great bulineis was to find out 
funds to fupply the expence of lo long an expedition. 

The 

a Matt. Villani Hift. 1.2. c. 2 6 . pig. 19. Edit, de Flor. 

b Et quia inter easterns principes habui (providere de aliquo 
duce Sc capitaneo exercitui agminis Domini Dei Ifraei) repperi in- 
ftantem faepius, fupplicantcmhumilius, optantem aidentius, offer- 
entem liberalius, diJe&um filium Imbertum Daiphinum Viennen- 
ftm, hie prsefentem : idcirco ipfum de fratrum noftrorum confiiio 
ducem & capitaneum contra Turcos exercitus duxjmus deputand- 
um. Baluz, in Not. ad vit. Paparum Avenion. pag. 850. 


1 28 Htft ory of the Knights of Malta. 

The dauphin had recourle to an extraordinary import, 
which he laid upon all his fubjefts ; and then prepar- 
ed for his departure with the princels Mary des Baux 
his wife, who, during the time the dauphin was at 
lea, retired to the city of Rhodes and there died. 

Notwithstanding all the difgraces that had 
happened to theChrirtians in the holyLand, expeditions 
beyond lea were ftiil as frequent as ever ; and what 
rendered the enterprile more eafy, was that for a fum 
of money agreed on with the mafters of (hips, they 
never wanted velfels in molt of the ports of the 
Mediterranean ready to put to fea, and provided 
with all necelfaries either for navigation or for fight- 
ing. 

The dauphin having bargained for four of thefe 
(hips at fix hundred fifty florins each per month, em- 
barked at Marleilles the fccond of September, on board 
this little hackney Iquadron, which carried him firft to 
Venice, the place of rendezvous for ail perfons engag- 
ed in the cruiade. He went from thence to the ifle of 
Negropont, where four veflels of the pope’s, one of 
Rhodes, and another of Venice joined him. The prior of 
Lombardy, at his arrival, retired onboard the gallies of 
the order, taking on himielf the particular command 
of that fquadron : ’tis believed the dauphin parted the 
winter in that ifland. The year following he was at 
lea with the whole fleet of the cru fades, and contri- 
buted to make the Turks raile the fiege of CafFa,a town 
at that time belonging totheGenoefe ; andtheChriftian 
fleet having had lome other advantages over that of the 
infidels, this the dauphin was not a little proud of. 
The pope forfeeing that the war could not be carried 
on with fuccefs, without providing for the cru fade the 
funds necertary to defray the expence of it, had recourle 
to an extraordinary tax, which he laid upon all ecclefi- 
artical revenues in the kingdoms of France, Spain, and 
England. But the bloody war made by the Englilh at 
that time in France, and the lofs of the battle of Crecy*, 

where 
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where feventeen hundred and fixteen French knights 
were flain, not allowing the railing of this money, the 
pope fearing that the charges of thecrufade would fall 
entirely upon himfelf,very gladly embraced the project 
of a truce with the infidels, which the dauphin propofed 
to him. 

That prince wrote to him from Rhodes, where 
he was retired for the winter, that the Turks appear- 
ed inclined to peace, and that they might eafily enter 
into a treaty with them. The pope was heartily a- 
fhamcd of demanding peace of an enemy whom they 
were come fo far in fearch of to make war upon ; but 
the fear of being obliged to bear all the expence of it 
cut of his own purfe, made him wifh to fee it ended. 
He wrote to the dauphin to find out expedients that 
in this negotiation might fave the honour of the league 
and the intered of religion. He even went fo far as to 
prcfcribe him the forms and decorums to be obferved 
in treating with the infidels ; but it does not appear that 
the treaty was concluded. The dauphin, afrer receiv- 
ing the pope’s difpenfation of the vow he had made to 
fpend three whole years in that expedition, returned to 
his own dominions. Upon the death of Mary des 
Baux his wife, he had thoughts of marrying again with 
Blanche, fider to Amadeus, Count of Savoy, and -the 
contra# for it was figned ; but the dauphin having 
flighted the good offices which the count of Savoy em- 
ployed to engage him to redore the caftle of Mirabel 
to the feignior of Beaujeu, the little regard fhewed to 
his requed caufed a rupture of the marriage. The 
dauphin afterwards turned his thoughts towards Jane, 
elded daughter of Peter de Bourbon, and engaged in it 
by a folemn treaty. But notwithdanding the honour 
he would have received from fuch an alliance, being 
condantly tofledand hurried with his ufualirrefolutions, 
he could not refolve to bring the affair to a conclufion*. 
This prince not finding in war, and in the path that o- 
thers take to find it, the didinftion and glory that he 
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fought after, fancied he might fuccced better in a way 
that was entirely oppofite. He quitted the profellion 
of arms and the government of his dominions, and en- 
tered himlelf among the Dominicans. He religned 
Dauphine to the king of France, who reunited it to his 
crown from which it had been levered formerly ; and 
to fix the inconftancy of the dauphin, the pope at the 
king’s vequeft ordained him prieft. He afterwards 
undertook the adminiftration of the archbilhoprick of 
Rheims, but without quitting his religious habit which 
he wore all his life. Thus lived he a lovereign without 
fubje<fts, a general without troops or experience, a 
husband without a wife, a monk without a convent, 
a pried without a title and without jurtlcfndion ; and 
in all thele different conditions without ever having 
done any good to his province, but in refigning it into 
the hands of our kings. They like wile reproach his 
memory, and that pretty juflly too, for having taken 
from the prior Biandra the command of the Chriftian 
fleet, which under that general, had made i tie If terrible 
to the infidels, and afterwards made frcih acquifitions 
of glory under the fame command. 

About that time the order loft the grand matter de 
Villeneuve, a prince highly to be prailed for 
1346. his oeconomy, who during his mafterfhip paid 
all the debts of the order, repaired and enlarg- 
ed the fortifications neceifary for the defence of the 
ifland and city of Rhodes; and befides built, at his own 
expence, as a monument of his piety, a church in 
honour of the holy virgin, and dedicated it to her ; and 
left a liiflicient fund for the maintenance of two chap- 
lains to lay mals there every day for the repole of his. 
foul. 

A great number of pretenders offered themfelves 
for his dignity. The oldeft knights, who profefted a 
regular life, were for luch as appeared moft likely to 
keep up the dilcipline of the order. But the younger, 
without examining too nicely into the regularity of 
their manners, wifiied only to have a great captain, 
that might head them in war, and be the means of ac- 
quiring 
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quiring them glory and riches : fuch a choice was not 
without difficulty, The commander de Gozon before- 
mentioned was one of the ele<dors. When it was his 
turn to give his voice. u When I entered, fays he, 
e( into this conclave, I made a folemn oath, that I 
“ would not propofe any one but fuch a knight as I 
u fliould judge mod deferring of this great dignity, 
u and to have the bed intentions for the general good 
(c of the whole order; and after having ferioufly con- 
ic fidered the prelent date of Chridendom, the wars 
<c which we are obliged to maintain continually again d 
u the infidels, the refolution and vigour necefTary to 
te prevent a relaxation in difcipline, I declare that I 
iC find no body better qualified for the government of 
u our order than myfelf.” He then made a fine ha- 
rangue upon his own virtues. The fight again d the 
lerpent was not forgot, but he infided chiefly on his 
conduft from the time that the grand mader de Ville- 
neuve had made him his lieutenant. u You have al- 
“ ready, fays he to the other electors, had fome experi- 
u ence of my government ; you know what you are to 
<( expe<d from it, and I do not think you can refufe me 
u your votes without doing me injudice/’ 

How deferving foever this knight was, his col- 
leagues were drangely furprifed to hear an elector name 
himfelf : fuch a dep made them fufpefl he was too am- 
bitious ; yet when they came to compare him with 
the other candidates, they found him far fuperior of 
them all, not only in point of courage, of which he 
had given fuch illudrious proofs, but abb in refpe<d of 
his wifdom and moderation in commanding. Some of 
the electors, who were not his friends, could not help 
faying, that it were to be wifhed, that what he had ad- 
vanced to fet forth his own merit, had come out of any 
body’s* mouth but his own. However, this generous 
aflTurance did not difpleafe the greated part of them ; 
and feveral maintained, that after fuch didinguifhed 
actions as his, great men were allowed to ipeak of 
themfelves with that noble confidence which truth in- 
spires. So all the voices, or at lead a majority of them, 
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united in favour ofDiEU Donne 
DieuDonne deGozon: and he was folemnly 

de Gozon acknowledged as grand matter, to 
the fatisfaCtion of the convent, and 
efpecially of the citizens of the town of Rhodes, and 
the inhabitants of the ifland, who fince his victory 
over the ferpent looked upon him as the hero of the 
order. 

His conduct in the grand mafterfhip anfwered the 
great expectations they had of his valour and capacity 
for government. His firft care was to revive theChri- 
ftian league : the allies joined their fquadrons; and the 
grand matter prevailed by his credit to have the com- 
mand given to the prior of Lombardy, who going 
immediately in queftof the infidel fleet, met with it in 
the Archipelago near Embro, or the Embro, a little 
ille twenty four miles in compafs, with a town of the 
fame name, and a port on theeaftern coaft : this ifland is 
twelve miles from the mouth of the Dardanelles in the 
way towards the ifle of Lemnos. 

Most of the Turks, who imagined the Chriftians to 
be ftill in their ports, were landed and difperled up and 
down the ifland. The commodore of the fleet furprifed 
them in this diforder, fell upon them, and took or funk 
a great part of their fhips. 

This waslefs an engagement than a general rout : 
the foldiers that were on board the fleet, abandoned 
it to leek for refuge in the ifland, and luch as were 
landed before, ran to re-imbark. They only confound- 
ed one another; and in this diforder and confufion the 
general of Rhodes took from them a hundred and eigh- 
teen fmall veflels, light frigates, brigantines, felucca’s 
or armed barks : but thirty two gallies, by help of 
their crew, put off to fea, and efcaped. The Chrifti- 
ans afterwards landed, ravaged the ifland, and- made 
near five thoufand flaves. 

So complete a victory gave a great reputation to the 
arms of the knights ; tho’ pope Clement VI. like his 
prcdeceflbrs, aferibed all the honour of it to the arch- 
bifhop of Candia his Vice-legate. Conftans, others call 
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him Livon, king of the leder Armenia, informed of the 
forces of the order, fent embadadors to the grand ma* 
fter to intreat his affidance again ft an invalion of the 
Saracens of Egypt, who had leized on part of his do- 
minions. Though this prince followed the Greek 
rites, and was a fchifmatic, yet Gozon, full of zeal, 
and animated with the Ipirit of his inditution, thought 
it his duty not to abandon any Chridians to the fury of 
thofe Barbarians. He prevailed upon the council of 
the order to (end troops into Armenia ; they fitted out 
a drong fleet, and the braved knights embarked on 
board with a confiderable body of infantry. All thefc 
troops coming off the coads of Armenia, joined the ar- 
my ofCondans, who had made a motion that way to 
favour their landing. Being thus joined in a body, 
they advanced direfUy forward againd the Saracens ; 
they eafily found an enemy that fought them, and (bon 
came to an engagement ; the battle was long and ob- 
ftinate, but the ufual valour of the knights decided its 
fucccfs. The Saracens, who expedled to have only to 
deal with the Armenians, whom they had beaten (eve- 
ral times before, furprized to fee the dandards of St. 
John, which they didinguifhed dill more plainly by 
the great blows that the knights dealt about, turned 
their backs and (led. The bed part of them perifhed 
in the heat of the engagement; and the Chridians took 
all their baggage, and a great number ofprifoners. 

The king of Armenia, fudained by this powerful 
fuccour, befieged afterwards and recovered all 
the places which the infidels had feized on ; 1347. 

and the knights of Rhodes did not leave Ar- 
menia till they had entirely cleared the country of the 
Saracens, who got back into Egypt, tho’ with great 
difficulty. 

As fuch confiderable enterprizes, arid fo manv diffe- 
rent wars, could not be carried on without great ex- 
pence, the treafury of the order was by this time greaily 
exhauded : efpeciaily, as the pope, out of thrifiinds, 
had quitted the league, as we have jud now faid, and 
contributed nothing to it afterwards but indulgence^, 
Vol, II. M He 
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He even propofed to the grand matter to accept of 2 
truce which the Turks offered, on condition they might 
have an equal (hare with the order in the cuftoms of 
Smyrna, and the port duties paid by foreign flipping: 
and a war breaking out immediately after between the 
Genocfe and the Venetians, on account of their com- 
merce into the Black Sea, the league was thereupon en- 
tirely diilolved. 

The order n.everthelefs did not fail remonftratingto 
the pope, that though they were abandoned by their 
allies, yet they were not allowed by their inftitution to 
enter into any public treaty with the infidels ; and 
therefore, till God fhould raifethem up new allies, they 
would at leaf keep themlelves on the defenftve. The 
grand mafter wrote at the fame to all the commanders 
who had not furnifhedtheir reiponfions. requiring them 
to pay them i.n immediately ; and hiftory hath tranf- 
mitted down to us a a letter that he wrote to the com- 
manders of Sweden, Denmark and Norway, which dc- 
ferves to be inferred in this work. 

We fee by this letter that he reproaches them for 
having paid no contribution to the order fince the lofs 
of the Holy Land : that though they dwelt in the re- 
mold! t o> niries of Europe, yet that it would be 
very furprifiug, if they had not heard of the conqueft 
which the order had made of the ifle of Rhodes, whi- 
ther they had transferred the feat of their fociety : 
that the order, purfuant to its inftitution, had devot- 
ed itfelf (till to religious wars; that all its knights were 
continually in arms, cither on board the galiies of the 
order, or elfe at Rhodes, and in the neighbouring ifles 
that depended on it, the defence whereof they had un- 
dertaken : and that it was ftrangely furpiifing, that 
the northern knights alone fhould forget their duty, and 
continue in a ftate of indolence and inactivity that dis- 
honoured them: that, as iheir fuperior, he charged 
them, upon their holy obedience, to fend immediately 
a detachment of the youngeft of their brother compa- 
nions, and remit their 1 efponfions to Rhodes ; and that 
he knew very well how to punifii fuch as fhould prove 

rcfrac- 
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rcfra<flory to his orders ; whereas thofe who Hie wed 
themfelves children of obedience, fhould find in h in 
an head and luperior full of tendernefs and goodnefs, 
who had nothing in his view but the glory of God 
and the honour of their profeffion. Another effect of 
his zeal for the good of the order, was his obtain- 
ing of Clement VI. that no commandry fhould be dip 
poled of by way of provifion to any cardinal, nor 
fhould the cardinals be allowed, under pretence of Le- 
gatine rights and authority, to exadt any contribution 
from the knights. The pope granted this exemption, 
probably as a retaliation for the complaifance which 
the grand mafler and council had difeovered in favour 
of the vicomte de Turenne, the Pontiff’s nephew, to 
whom they made a grant of la Baflie de Detrats,afeig- 
nory belonging to the order, and adjoining to his e~ 
flare, in exchange for other lands lituated near the 
Rhone, which they annexed to the priory of St. Giles, 
The pope wrote about it to the grand mafler,to return 
him thanks on this occafion, but gave him to under- 
(land at the fame time, that the doge and fenate of Ve- 
nice complained, that in the war in which they were 
engaged againfl the Genoefe, there were a great many 
knights in the troops of their enemies, and it looked 
as if the order of St. John was fighting againfl them in 
favour of the Genoefe, though their profefTion oblig- 
ed them to employ their arms againfl the infidels only. 
The grand mailer’s anfwer was, that in a military' 
order compofed of religious of fo many diffe- 
rent nations, it was no way furprifing that I 350 r 
the affedlion of fome particular knights Ihould 
incline towards the interefts of their refpedlive coun- 
tries : that there were likeways Venetian knights, who 
(hewed as much attachment to their own nation as the 

( Genoefe ; hut that the order was far from approving 
the condudl of thefe religious, who were feduced, by an 
irregular love of their country, (which at the fame 
j time was natural enough) to intermeddle in thofe wars ; 
1 but that neither himfelf, nor the main body of the order 
t Were found engaged on either fide in the quarrel be- 
M2 tween 
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tween thole two mighty repnblicks, he having always 
inviolably maintained the neutrality which he profcfTed 
to obfervc between Chriftian princes. 

- However reafouable this anfwer might appear in 
refpefl to the complaints of the Venetians, I do not j 
know after all, whether thole religious, who, from a- 
Guit of penance, had taken the three lolemn vows of 
the order at the altar, could, without very juft fcniples, 
imbrue their arms in the blood of Chriftians. ’ Tis e/i 
dent at leaft, that in the firft ages of the church, they 
nude a doubt whether it was lawful for Chriftians io 
bear arms. The cpihting the military profedion was e- 
deemed a branch of penance ; and even laymen who had 
killed a Chriftian, though in a juft war, were oblige 
cd to make fome fatisfaftion by way of atonement for 
it. This pra&icc continued to be oblerved in France 
in the middle of the ninth century ; and we fee that 
after the famous battle of Fontenai, which was fought 
about A. D.840. the French bi Hi ops required all fuch 
as found their conlciencesr troubled for having adled in 
that engagement out of heat ofpaflion, malice, vanity, 
or, in a word, out of any other human motive, to con- 
fel’s their offence and expiate their guilt by a rigorous 
penance. 

W 11 at is ftill more deciftve in the point we are 
treating of, is, that the church had never given its fanc- 
tion to the hofpitallers in taking up of arms, but only 
for the defence of the holy places, and of the Chrifti- 
ans, who either dwelt there, or came from the weft 
to pay their veneration to a place fan&ilied by the birth 
or the Son of God, who had taken our nature upon 
him ; and to preferve the memory of this pious mo- 
tive it is, that in the form oblerved at the profefiion of 
the knights, the per/on who officiates prelenting the 
novice with the Iword, fays to him, “ Take this fword, 

“ and make ufe of it for your own defence, and for 
<( that of the holy church of God, and for the confu- 

fton of the enemies of the crofs of Jefus Chrift. n 
From whence we may well enough infer, that it was 
not allowable for thefe knights to ufe their arms often,* < 

fively 
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lively againft any but infidels, and fuch as were the de- 
clared enemies of Jefus Chriil. This juft motive of 
not drawing their fwords againft Chriftian princes, was 
the realbn why the grand mafter reft; led to engage in 
the civil wars which at that time infefted the empire of 
Conftantinople. Pope Clement VI. being dead. Inno- 
cent VI. his fucceftor wrote to the grand mailer, re- 
commending to him the interefts of the emperor Mat- 
thew Paksolcgus, who dilbuted that auguft title with 
the emperor John, the fon of young Andronicus. 

To underitand rightly the pretenfions of tliefe prin- 
ces, it mtift be observed, that the emperor Andronicus 
at his death leaving John Palaeologus tutor to his fon, 
and regent of his territories, that ambitious minifter, 
who had the lovereignauthority given him only intruft, 
made himfelf abfolute and independent mafter of it. He 
got hi irf elf proclaimed joint emperor with his pupil ; 
and to dazzle the young prince, who was fcarce palled 
the ftate of infancy, married him to his daughter. But 
as the tyrant’s defign was to advance his own fon, he 
foon took him in for a partner in the empire : fo that 
now there was a third emperor, and the father and fon 
afterwards drove the fon of Andronicus out of Conftan- 
tinople. The injured prince was not left without re- 
vebge; fome of his father’s faithful fubje&s brought 
him back as it were in triumph to the imperial city, and 
the Palseologi were obliged to quit it in their turn. 
The father, to fecure his life, threw himfelf into a 
monaftery, and took the habit of a monk , his fon ap- 
plied himfelf to the pope for fuccours, prom'dlng to u- 
rfite the Greek church to the Latin, as loon as he fhould 
be reftored to the throne. This was the ordinary 
lure made ufe of by the Greeks, in order to obtain af- 
fiftance from the Latins. The pope wrote In very pref- 
ixing terms to the grand mafter in favour of Man hew, 
and that prince was him elf the bearer of the letter : 
but the grand mafter did not think fit to engage his 
order in a civil war between Chriftian pi inees : be- 
fides, that the intradlablenefs of a great many of the 
commanders of Europe, in making good their refponfi- 
Ivi 3 011s, 
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ons, hid difabled the order from furnifhing the necef- 
fary expences for fo great an enterprife. The advanc- 
ed age of the grand matter, and his almott continual- 
infirmities, induced him to ask the pope’s content to 
abdicate a dignity which he then found as burthenfome 
to him as he had formerly (hewneagernefs to obtain it. 
The pope, who was truly fenftble of the merit of that 
great man, and how ufeful he was to his order, would 
not at firtt content to it. He exhorted him on the 
contrary, to fupport courageoufly the toils of govern- 
ment. 

The grand matter not being able to obtain this con- 
dent, which he then looked upon as a favour, employ- 
ed the remainder of his life in fortifying the city of 
Rhodes. He walled in all the fuburbs on the fide of 
the fea, and at the fame time built the mole, where 
the (hips and gallies afterwards put in. Thefe uteful 
cares were the methods he took to confole himfelf for 
the pope’s refuting to allow his refignation. The 
loofenels which, notwiclittanding all his endeavours, 
had crept into the difeipline of the order, obliged him 
•to renew his inttances. ’Twas not without great an- 
xiety that he found mod of the commanders, who re- 
folded in Europe, were making ute of the protection of 
the pope hi m (elf, as well as of the kings of France, 
Arragon and Cattile, only to elude his orders ; a pro- 
tection which made thole knights as much arbiters of 
their duty as they were negligent of it. Gozon find- 
ing no remedy for fo enormous a grievance, difpatched 
new deputies to the pope, who complied at laft in ad- 
mitting his refignation. That pontiff’s confent for their 
proceeding to a new election, was brought to Rhodes ; 

but that licenfe proved of no ute, byreafon of 
Dec.13. the grand matter’s fudden death, if that term 
\ 353. fudden may be allowed with regard to fo good 
a man, who had always been more watchful 
over his own conduct, than over that of the knights 
under his care. His funeral was celebrated with the 
juft elogiums of his brother knights, and the tears of 
ail the inhabitants of the ifle, and of the poor elpecial* 
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Iy, to whom he was indeed a father. All the infciip- 
tion put upon his tomb was this : Here lies the 

VANQUISHER OF THE DRAGON. 

The convent and chapter of Rhodes, after Gozon’s 
death, chofe for his lucceflbr brother Peter deCornillan 
orCormelian,a knight of the language p 
of Provence. He certainly iuftly merit- n £R de 
ed that eminent dignity, on account ol 
the regularity of his life, and even of 
the teverity of his morals; and the order indeed was at 
that time in need ofluch a fuperior. As loon as he had 
taken poffdlion of his dignity, he called a general chap- 
ter at Rhodes. Various abufes had crept into the go- 
vernment, which in timehad become cuftoms: andfuch 
as made their advantage of them would willingly have 
made them pafs for laws. The fird, and indeed one of 
the mod dangerous, was the abule made of the grand 
mader ’s leal, in putting it, without his knowledge or 
content, to orders and receipts, which were afterwards 
lodged in the treafury. Another abule, not lefs preju- 
dicial to the whole body of the knights, was the priors 
alfuming a nomination to the commandries vacant 
within their priories, andexercifing this ufurped power 
in fuch a manner, that they often filled up places with 
their own friends and relations, without any regard to* 
merit, age, or the rights of leniority. The grand ma- 
iler prevailed with the chapter to- make a regulation, 
ordaining, that for the future they fiiould not make ule 
of the grand mader’sfeal in any matter relating to the 
revenue ; but that all ordinances fhould be tealed with 
the teal of the convent, and in a full chapter. 

Ry thetecond regulation* the nomination to all com- 
mandries was veded in the grand mader and council 
of the order, who were to fill them up, due regard be- 
ing fird had to the rank, the leniority, and the lervices 
of the knights. Thefewere not the only abules which 
the grand mader had a mind to correct ; but as his pru- 
dence was not inferior to his zeal, which burnt with 
the brighted flame, he brought on the fchemes he had 
drawn up for reformation at different times, deferring 

the 
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the execution of them according as he found his own 
authority to grow Wronger in the government. 

Whilst the grand mailer was thus entirely taken 
lip with the redoring of dilcipline, fome lecret enemies 
of the order, at the court of Rome, relumed the cleGgn 
of getting all the revenues of the templars out of the 
hands of the knights of Rhodes, expecting, no doubt, 
to get the bell part of theni to themfelves. However, 
to avoid fufpicion as much as polfible, they carried on 
this attack againll the order with a great deal of art. 
Some went no further than to tell the pope, that they 
found every day that the riches and conlifcated reve- 
nues of the templars greatly exceeded whatever had 
been laid of them ; others intlnuated farther, that the 
hofpitallers were not numerous enough to find leiiure 
to make proper enquiries into thole great poifelfions ; 
that the greatell part of the knights were gone over in- 
to Europe; that it looked as if they had ■abandoned the 
iile of Rhodes ; and though fome dill continued about 
the grand mader, Glutting themfelves up in the mod 
retired part of their palaces, yet they were entirely ta- 
ken up with their pleafures, and the care of a mailing 
wealth. Theie difcourles were fpread about with great 
fecrecy and artifice, and the pope was prejudiced with 
them by infenlible degrees. In fliort their enemies 
went fo far as to propose to the pontiff a lequedration 
of all the revenues of the templars into his own hands, 
to be employed afterwards in pious u(e3, as his holinels 
fhould think fit ; or, if he thought proper, to be difpo- 
fed of in founding anew military order, which might, 
by its zeal, incite the emulation of the knights of 
Rhodes, and cure them of a profufenefs lb contrary to 
their rule and inditution. 

The pope took another, and indeed a very extra- 
ordinary dep with regard to the conqueds made by the 
Turks. Orchanes, whom we have lately mentioned, 
and who is looked upon as the fecond prince of the Of- f 
man or Orhoman race, after having lubdued the great- 
ed part of Anatolia, beaten the emperor John Palaeolo- 
gas on levcral occalions, and taken Prula, Micomedia, 
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and Nice, croffed the Hellefpont, and Teemed inclined 
to fix the (eat of his empire in the Morea. ’Tis Taid 
that a great earthquake having rendered the taking of 
Gallipoiis more eafy to him, he laid to his officers, 
Ci Let us day in Europe, fince God opens us the way 
u to it.” Pope Innocent VI« above mentioned, alarm- 
ed with the rapidity of his conquefts, out of an appre- 
henfion that he might fall upon Italy itlelf, did, in or- 
der to oblige him to return into Alia, order the knights 
of Rhodes to abandon that ifle, and tranfporfc the con- 
vent, and their place of redden ce into fome part of the 
continent bordering upon the Turks or Saracens, and 
fnuated on the fide either of Paleftine or Anatolia, in 
.expectation that the knights, by an advantageous diver- 
lion,. might draw the infidels arms upon themfelves, 
and thus kindling a war in the heart of the Turkilh 
dominions, might ferve for a bulwark toChriftendom ; 
a project which had fome time before fuggefted to the 
pontiff’s predeceffiors, though the author of it mu ft 
certainly have been fome fecret enemy of the order, 
and as wretched a politician as he was ill ver/ed in the 
art of war. ’Tis amazing how the pope could propofe 
to the order to abandon an ifle Itrongly fortified, and 
to renounce all the advantages which the Chriftians 
derived from the lea and from their beets, which co- 
vered equally the ifle of Cyprus and kingdom of Arme- 
nia, only to fend them, as we may fay, to the (laugh- 
ter, and oblige them, like new adventurers, to feek a 
fettlement in the heart of the dominions of infidels, 
who were too powerful to fuffer them there for a mo- 
ment. 

Yet notwithftandingthefe juft confiderations, which 
muft naturally offer themfelves to the pope’s thoughts, 
the pontiff, £1111 prejudiced in favour of his project, dif- 
patched to Rhodes brother Ferdinand de Heredia,Caftel- 
lan of Empofta, and grand prior of Caftile, who was 
confidered at the court of Rome as Innocent’s confi- 
dent and favourite, fending alfo with him brother Rai- 
mond Berenger, preceptor or commander of Caftel- 
Sarafin, and brother Peter de Cornillan, commander of 

Val- 
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Val-Pujet, and in all probability a relation of the grand 
mafter; all three being of the number of the moll dif- 
tinguifhed knights of the order, the two firft of which 
came afterwards to be grand inafters. 

The pope directed them to lay before the grand 
mafter and council the complaints which he continual- 
ly received of the indolence and lethargy wherein the 
whole order feemed to have been buried for fome 
time ; and to represent, that whilft the Turks were ra- 
vaging Greece, and rhreaming Italy, the knights land- 
ing themlelves lecure in Rhodes, by the ftrong fortifi- 
cations with which it was defended, and growing effe- 
minate with luxury and eale, feemed no ways affcdled 
with it, but fquandered away the great income which 
they enjoyed, from the confiscated revenues of the 
templars, and derived from the piety of the faithful, 
in criminal pleafures, that decency and modefty do not 
allow us to mention ; that he knew very well pope 
John XXII. Benedid XII. and Clement VI. his imme- 
diate predeceffors, had, in order to get them out of 
thole delightful places, where they ran luch an hazard 
of their lalvation, often prelled them to remove their 
abode into the Holy Land, though as yet in the hands 
of the infidels ; but that the holy lee was fenfible of the 
little regard they had hitherto fhown to fuch counlels, 
which ought rather to have been confidered as exprels 
orders, and received by them as laws ; that he enjoin- 
ed them to let immediately about thistranfmigration to 
lome place, from whence they might, with the afiif- 
tance of heaven, force their way through into the Ho- 
ly Land, that otherways he fhould be obliged to em- 
ploy the moft proper methods to force them to it, and 
Ihould particularly deprive them of the eftates of the 
templars, which he would employ in the founding of 
a new military order, whole zeal might perhaps ex- 
cite their emulation, or at leaft lerve for an eternal re- 
proach to them. 

The grand mafter anfwered the pope, that he had 
received his orders with great relpedt, but could not, 
without confultingand obtainingthc conlent of the ge- 
neral 
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ncral chapter of the order, fo haftily abandon a con- 
queft of fo great importance, and for which fo many 
knights had fhed their deareft blood ; that he was go- 
ing immediately to fummon a chapter in Rhodes it- 
felf, and would notify his holiness intention to his 
brethren of the order. The pope apprehending, that 
if the chapter was held at Rhodes, the riches of that 
ifland, its fortifications, haven, fleets, and even foft 
and luxurious life which they led there, might deter- 
mine the knights to continue in it, iffoed out afolemn 
bull, declaring it to be his pleafure, that the chapter 
fliould be held either at Nifines or Montpelier, placet 
not far from Avignon, from whence he certainly flat- 
tered himfclf, that his authority would have the more 
effectual influence over the aflembly. The pontiff ob- 
lerved in his bull, that fince the return of his envoys, 
he had learned with furprife, that fome knights about 
his court had wrote to Rhodes, to this effet, viz. 
That they had no occaflon to he in any pain about 
what the caftellan had laid to them, of which he him- 
felf was author ; that that dextrous courtier had mag- 
nified his reproaches and threats, only to make him;elf 
neceffary to his order, but that the pope had exprefled 
himleif very differently on that fubjet before them, 
and that they might be very caiy about the affair of 
their removal. The pope added, that he addreffed 
this bull to them, as an irrefragable proof as well of his 
own will and pleafure, as of the truth of what their 
Caftellan had told them from him, and to prevent fuch 
practices from occafioning any delay in their fettling 
upon the frontiers of the infidels. 

’Twould be impoffible to deferibe the uneafinefs 
which the grand mafter felt, both in feeing the pope 
perfift in fo definitive a projet, as well as the fear he 
had of his order’s inlifting on its lovereignty, and let- 
ting up to oppofe it. He was divided between the obe- 
dience which he owed to the pontiff, and that which 
he thought due to his order, and the companions of it ; 
two duties which to him appeared almoft equally in- 
difpenfable. In this terrible conflit, death came in as 

it 
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n were to his afiittance, and put an end to Iissr life in the 
eighteenth month of his matterfhip. The 
Roger knights chofe in his ftead Roger de Pins, a 

de knight of the language of Provence, of an. 
Pi>is. illuttrious houfe of Languedoc, a relation of 
1353. Odo de Pins, the twenty-third grand matter 
of the order, and of Gerard de Pins, who, in 
the vacancy of the matter flip, had won a fignal vi£to* 
ry over Orchanes the ton of Othoman. 

The pope, who would not allow the chapter to be 
held at Rhodes, and had by his own authority funi- 
inoned it to meet at Nifines or Montpelier, being ftill 
apprehenfive that it might come to resolutions con- 
trary to the fch ernes he had projetted with relation to 
Rhodes ; and in order to be better acquainted with 
their debates, would needs have it held in Avignon it- 
felf, as it were under his own eye. But the impatience 
he was in of getting the knights out of the ifle of 
Rhodes, and a confiderable time being neceffary for 
their coming our of the various provinces of Chriften- 
domto Avignon, was the reafon of his allowing them 
to hold an affembly at his court, in which brother Wil- 
liam de Mailly grand prior of France, and brothcrWil- 
liam Chains grand prior of Auvergne, prefided in the 
grand matter’s name, and in quality of his lieutenant 
on this fide of the fea. 

Happily for the order, fbme time before the open* 
Ing of this aflembly, it had been fuggefted to the pope, 
that in the defign he had of drawing the knights out 
of the ifle of Rhodes, it would be of much greater fer- 
vice to Chrittcndom, and particularly to Italy, to fettle 
them in the Morea than in Paleftine, where they could 
never refill the formidable power of the Turks and Sa- 
racens.. The pope liked the propofal well enough: Ro- 
bert, titular emperor ofConftantinople, was then prince 
of Tarento, and fovereign of Achaia or the Morea, by 
John duke of Duras, his uncle’s grant of it to hjfri. 
But James of Savoy, eldeft fon to Philip prince of Pied- 
mont, laid claim to the Morea, as belonging to him in 
light of Ifabtl de Ville-hardouin his mother; and in 
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the midft of thefe different pretenfions, the Turk, who 
had the ftrongeft right on* his fide, daily feized upon 
fome place or other in its province. The pope, to 
prevent the lols of it to Chriftendom, propofed to the 
prince of Savoy to treat with the knights of Rhodes 
bout his claim. This great affair was debated in the 
afiembly at Avignon : the knights, who did not care 
openly to clafh with the pope’s ientiments, named their 
commiffioners ; but as they expetfed fome change from 
time, they /pun out the negotiation to a great length, 
.under various pretences, and made fo flow a progrefs 
in it, that death furprized the prince of Savoy before 
any thing was concluded in it ; and the defign was 
not refumed of a long time afterwards, as will be ob- 
ferved in the fequel of this work. 

* Various regulations however were made in this 
afiembly, relating to difcipline, and which point out 
the abu/es which had crept into the order with refpefl 
to the diftribution of their alms. Ever fince the efiates 
of the templars had been annexed to the a man/e of the 
hofpitallers,they had, to the great offence of the people, 
and prejudice of the poor, negledted all the duties of 
charity in the houfes of that order, under pretence that 
they officiated in the commandries of the knights of 
Rhodes. The afiembly made an order, that, indepen- 
dent from thofe alms, they fhould immediately refume 
thofe charitable diftributions which were u/ed to be 
made in the houfes that had belonged to the tem- 
plars. 

Though the pope was far from being favourable 
to the order, as we have feen, yet no body had a great- 
er afcendant over him than a knight of Rhodes, brother 
JohnFerdmand d’Hercdiabyname,ofthelanguage ofA- 
ragon, and Caftellan of Empofta. He was the only coun- 
fellor and minifter of the pontiff, who employed himeven 
in foreign negotiations. Togivehim the greater authori- 
ty at his court, he had made him governor of Avignon 
and all ihe comtat Venaiffin. So diitinguifhing^a fa- 
vour m'ghi perhaps make one fulpedl that the pope’s 

Vol.II. N extra- ' 

* Manfc, an income appointed for the maintenance of the table 
«f any prelate or iocicty. 
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extraordinary proje&s were fuggeded to him by the Ar- 
ragonian, who, if the order had been obliged to aban- 
don the ifle of Rhodes, would have been well enough 
pleaied to have got himlelf, under the title of bailiff, 
named fovereign prince of it by the pope. At lead all 
h*s condudl fnews, that he made ufe of the pope’s au- 
thority only to aggrandize himlelf, without any regard 
to the datutes and regulations of the general chapters. 
Thus he obtained fucceflively the grand priory ofCa- 
ftile, and alfo that of St. Giles, to which the greedy 
Spaniard got himlelf named by the pope, who confer- 
red it upon him by his own abfolute authority, and 
without the knowledge or confent of the grand mafler. 
The order was perfectly confounded at Co furprifing an 
innovation ; the popes indeed, befldes the power of 
the keys, had likeways a particular authority over the 
order of St. John, as being the firft fuperiors of it ; 
but they had hitherto made uie of this authority only 
for its protection, or for the correcting of abufes which 
are inevitable in this life, and which are apt to creep 
even into the mod audere focieties. 

The knights complained that this lad pope employ- 
ed his authority only in deftroying the form of their 
government, and that they could no longer depend 
upon their years of ferviceand lemon ty, if one of their 
brother knights, by the infinuations of a court intrigue, 
and in contempt of the wiled regulations, had it in his 
power to engrofs the bed command ries in every lan- 
guage. The grand mader and council lent embaffa- 
dors to the pope, to declare to him the jud remondran- 
ces of the whole order ; and the grand mader, in or- 
der to engage Heredia to dclid from the pope’s nomi- 
nation, fent him ample provifions, by which he confti- 
tuted him his lieutenant on this fide the lea. But all 
thcle deps were alike fruitlefs ; the pope was inflex- 
ible, either out of affeCtion to his favourite, or that he 
might not feem to derogate from that fupreme authori- 
ty, which he claimed to oercife in the government of 
the order, as aright with which he was inveded: and 
Heredia abuflng the new favour done him by the grand 
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mafter, not only neglected paying into the common 
treafury the reiponlions of the many commandries he 
had engrolled, but alfo, under pretence of his poll of 
lieutenant, kept the relponfions of other comimndries 
in his hands. If they came to be vacant, he got new 
provifions from the pope, and by this violent conduit, 
bore a deipotic fway in his order. 

This occafioned a new embafty ; the grand mailer 
fent brother Roger de Montaut, a great commander, 
and brother Stephen Montaigu to Avignon, to defire 
the pope’s leave to profecute Heredia, as ail ufurper of 
the eftate and revenues of the order. The pope, who 
did not care to protect his injuftlce openly, pretended 
to consent to the grand mailer’s requeft, and named 
two cardinals to take cognizance oi the affair. But 
theie, under the fpecious name of judges, aded only as 
mediators ; and in order to make their own private ad- 
vantage of Heredia’s credit, they prevailed with ihe 
ambaftadors to take up with a flight latisfaction, and 
give over the proleculion. The pope lent a gentleman 
of his houlhold to Rhodes, on purpo'e to tell the grand 
mafter from him, that they would oblige him in not 
giving Heredia any difturbance in his enjoyment of the 
dignities he had conferred on him, the revenues of 
which, he faid, that knight employed only for the 
intereft of the church, and the fervice of the holy lee. 

The grand mafter was forced to connive at an abule 
which lo powerful a protestor hindered him from cor- 
recting. But for fear fuch a pernicious example fhould 
draw as bad conlequences after it, and to prevent o- 
ther priors from appropriating to them (elves, in imitati- 
on of Heredia, the commandries, or at leaft the relpon- 
fions belonging to ihe order within the bounds of their 
relpedive priories, this wile grand mafter conveened 
a general chapter at Rhodes, and defignedly chofe for 
that purpole a place that was immediately under the 
government of the order, that the debates might be 
carried on with the greater freedom, and in order that 
they might take a resolution not to be bafRed by other 
pQtentates. In this chapter particular receivers of the 
* N 2 dues 
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clues of the order were appointed in every priory, and 
who were accountable only to the common trealury. 
They made alfo, at the fame time, a decree, incapacitat- 
ing the priors from being provided with any other com- 
mandries but fuch as compofed their priorial court'. 
Some lerving brothers having, by their intrigues, got 
the crofs of knighthood, a regulation was made in the 
lame chapter, forbidding the advancement of any lerv- 
ing brother to that dignity : a regulation agreeable to 
that of a great pope, who had very wifely cftablilhed 
the difiinftion or thole two ranks, by a diftinflion of 
their habits; a decree, which, it were to be wifhed, 
might be fhridlly obferved, for the fake of the nobility 
and gentry. 

The grand inafterdid not long furvive the conclufl- 
on of this chapter. The order loll in him a chief who 
was very zealous for the maintaining of difcipline, as 
the poor of the ifland did a very charitable father. It 
was oblervable, that during the time that the plague in- 
serted that ifland, as well as all the eaft, and which 
was followed by a dreadful famine, he immediately 
employed all his income, and fold afterwards his plate 
and furniture to fupply the neceffities of the poor; 
which juftly procured him the title of almfgiver, with 
which the order and all mankind had diftinguilhed ’ 
him, and in heaven a juft recompence, and the hun- 
dred fold fo exprefsly promiled by him whole promiies 
are infallible. 

The order ele&cd for his fuccdfor brother Rai- 
mond Berenger, a native of Duuphine, 
Raimond ofthe language of Provence, comman- 
Berencer. der of Caftel-Sarafion, whole defeent 
1365. hiftorians derive from the Berengers 
that were lovercigns of Italy, as others 
do from thole that reigned at Barcelona, and in the 
county of Catalonia. But whatever his family was, 
it is certain that he reflected a new luftre upon it by his 
valour, and the boldnefs of his enterprifes. Some E- 
gyptian corfairs ufed frequently to infeft the coafts of 
Cyprus, and made prizes of all Ihips that failed in thole 
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Teas under the ftandard of the crofs. The grand ma- 
tter' not only fitted out feveral gallies, which gave thetn 
chace, but refolved alfb, in concert with tiie King of 
Cyprus, to go and burn them even in the port of Alex- 
andria. That prince and the grand matter made up a 
fleet of near a hundred veflels of different bulk ; they 
put land forces on board, moft of them drawn from 
the coafts of France, but without being let into the 
fecret of the enterprize they were to be employed in, 
which was communicated to no body but Urban V . 
who then fat in the pontifical chair. 

The fleet being ready to fail, the king and the 
grand matter went on board, followed by a great num- 
ber of knights, and in lels than five days landed un- 
der the walls of Alexandria. They clapped ladders 
to the walls, and attempted to fcale them. The Alex- 
andrians wereftruck with furprife; but befidesa ftrong 
garrifon, there were fuch an infinite number of people 
in that great city, the richett in Egypt, that the walk 
were in a moment lined with foldiers and inhabitants, 
that poured down fhowers of arrows upon the Chritti- 
ans. The befieged (landing firm on the parapet, with 
their pikes and halbards, dealing great blows about, 
throw down the befiegers, pufh them into the ditch, 
and overw helm them with flones of a large fize. New 
aflailants fupply the place of the (lain and wounded, 
and without being daunted at the death of their com- 
panions, endeavour to get on the top of the walls ; 
lome are pierced through with arrows, others precipi- 
tated or overturned with their ladders. The befieged 
throw boiling oil and fireworks on all fides thefe 
burn the machines of the Cbriftians, flick to their 
cloaths, penetrate even to their bodies, forcing the fol- 
diers all in a flame to give over the attack, and throw 
themfelves into the water for relief. Never was a more 
furious and bloody attack known; but in fpite of the 
horrible image of death, which prefented itielf on all 
fides, the knights of Rhodes, animated by their own 
bravery, and the grand matter’s intrepid air, renew 7 the 
attack, clap their ladders again to the walls, and mount- 
N 3 i”g 
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ing over the dead bodies of their companions, get up to 
the top, leap upon the parapet, throw themfelves into 
the place, and kill all before them. From thence the 
victorious troops Ipread themfelves over the city, force 
into the houfesthat are next theramparts, malfacre huf- 
bands in the arms of their wives, plunder the richefb 
furniture, and make Haves of all that efcape the firft 
fury of the loldiery. 

Tho’ the king and grand mailer had loft abundance- 
of men in the leve'ral attacks they made, they yet 
would have been glad to have kept their poll and main- 
tained their conqueft. But having advice that the fill- 
tan was advancing with all the forces of Egypt to drive 
them thence, and feeing themfelves in a place that was 
ff ill crouaed with an infinite number of inhabitants, 
who had intrenched themfelves in the lower town, they 
refolved to retire ; and putting an ineftimable booty 
on board their own fleet, they let lire to all the vef* 
lels of the infidels that were in the port, and re-embark- 
ed with their prifoners. The king Hood away for Cy- 
prus, and the grand mailer for Rhodes, where both of 
them arrived happily. 

The grand mailer having delivered Peter de St. 
George, a nephew or near relation of Urban, out of 
captivity among the infidels, would have the merit of 
conducing him himlelf to Avignon, but before he let 
out, advice came of that pope’s death. Hillorians fay, 
that juft before he expired, and after having received 
the f3cramcnts of the church, he laid, in the prelence 
of his chamberlain, his confelfor, and leveral cardinals, 
direcling his Ipeech to them, “ I firmly believe all that 
lt the holy catholic church believes and teaches ; and if 
“ I have ever advanced any thing in any manner what- 
loever different, from it, 1 retract it, and fubmit 
my lelf to the determination and cenfure of the 
(< church*.” 

Peter RoGER,called cardinal de Beaufort, nephew 
to pope Clement VI. fucceeded Urban V. and took 

on 
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on him the name of Gregory XI. The grand mafter 
was then thinking to abdicate his dignity. The in- 
tra<5Iablenefs of mod of the European commanders had 
obliged him to take this extraordinary ftep. Upon his 
return from the expedition of Alexandria, he was in- 
formed by the council, that the order could get no- 
thing from the relponlions of the weft. This inflexi- 
bility equally furpriled and afflicted him : in vain did 
he lend the moft prefling orders; no anfwer was given 
to them, but by an obftinate filence, which lerved as a 
fcreento a direct dilobedience. Many of thele command- 
ers were in pofleflionof leveralcommandries, and em- 
ployed their refponfions and the eftate of the order, 
either in purchafing the favour and prote&ion of prin- 
ces, or in enriching their own families; and fuch as 
were the leaft irregular among them, whenever they 
remitted money to Rhodes, conftdered it as their own 
free gift, looking upon their refponfions as arbitrary 
alms and a<fts of mere liberality. Conflderable dis- 
putes arofe alfo between the languages of Provence and 
Italy ; and the principal knights of thole twolanguages 
refuled to liibmit to the judgment of the grand mafter. 
So much difobedience from all parts gave him great 
uneafinels ; but as he truly loved his order, he believed, 
that another grand mafter, of more capacity and re- 
folution than him'elf, would make him be more exact- 
ly obeyed, and might reftore an happy correlpondence 
between the head and members of the order. This 
was the chief motive that made him defirous to abdi- 
cate his dignity : but the pope, who knew his merit, 
would not give his conlent ; and that pontiff, who, to 
take off feme of the burthen from his fhoulders, was 

for 

fe tenere & credere firmiter, licqic confeflus eft fimpliciter quid- 
quid fantta, catholica & apoftolica tere‘, docet & pradicat ectk- 
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fua hujufmodi ccrredlicni et determinationi dittae fanche matris 
tcckfia;, a qua afleruk fe nunquam deviafie fc e .ter. Gcfta 
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for taking cognizance of the affairs of the order, fu ru- 
mored a general afTembly of the principal command- 
ers at Avignon, difpenfing with the grand maker’s at- 
tendance on account of his very great age, defiring 
him only to fend him an account of fuch 
1373. regulations as he judged mod neceffary for the 
redoring of difcipline. 

They began this afTembly with examining into the 
difputes between the languages of Provence and Italy. 
The occafion of this difpute arofe from the language 
of Provence’s enjoying, as being the mofl ancient and 
firfl of the order, the priory of the kingdom of Hun- 
gary, and thofe of Capua and Barletta in Italy, with 
the commandries of St. Stephen, Monopoli, Venice,, 
and St. Euphemia, which the language of Italy de- 
manded back ; infiding likeways, that the priory of 
Hungary fhould be annexed to it by way of equivalent, 
and to ferve as a balance in the chapter to the power of 
the language of Provence, which alone had more voices 
than two other languages. 

As the language of Provence pleaded in its defence* 
by virtue of the title of pofTeffion, the pope referred the 
determination of the difpute to the cardinals of Spain 
and Florence, and by their mediation rather than a 
rigorous decifion, it was agreed, that upon the firft 
vacancy of the priory of Hungary, the grand mader 
and council fhould collate to it, chuling indifferently 
out of the two languages theperfon they thought mod 
deferving, and that afterwards the two languages fhould 
nominate to it alternately ; that the priories of Capua 
and Barletta, and the commandries of Naples and 
St. Euphemia fhould be annexed to the language of 
Italy, but that St. Stephen, Edonibbia, Alife, Venu- 
tia, Monopoli, and their dependencies, fhould con- 
tinue, as they were in pofTdTionof the language of Pro- 
vence. 

It was ena&cd in the fame afTembly, puifuant to the 
grand madef’s intentions, and the memorial which he 
had Tent to the pope, that no knight fhould enjoy more 
than one grand commandry, or two fmall ones, i. e. 
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fuch as their refponfions did not amount to more than 
two hundred florins, and that allthe refponfions fhould 
be paid exactly every year, on pain of deprivation of the 
commandry. To thefethey added another regulation, 
that in the vacancy of the grand mafterfhip, when 
they were proceeding to the ele<5iion of one, they 
fhould not chu/e the electors out of all the languages, 
as had been pradtifed till then, but that every lan- 
guage fhould nominate two electors. Astothe fovereign 
council of the order, a ftatute was made to determine 
that it fhould not be deemed a full one, unlefs there 
were prefent in it the eight conventual bailiffs, three 
grand piiors, the overleer of the infirmary, two of the 
moft ancient knights of every language, over whom 
the grand mafter fliould prefide ; who, on account of 
his eminent dignity, was to have two votes in all sfl- 
femblies.as had been conflantly pradtifed till that time; 
and that thiscouncil, when full, fhould dilpole of all 
vacant priories andcommandries. 

Ti-jese wife regulations, authorifed by the pope's 
approbation, were fent to Rhodes, and notified to the 
whole order. The grand mafter received them with 
a fen Able fatisfadtion, but death prevented his reaping 
the fruit of them, that being reserved 
to brother Robert de Julliac, Robert be 
grand prior of France, whom the chapter Julliac* 

of Rhodes eledted in his abfence to be 
their grand mafter. 

He was in France red dent on his priory, when he 
received the news of his promotion ; upon 
which he immediately fet out for Avignon, 1373* 
where he paid his duty to the pope. He after- 
wards changed all the receivers on this fide the fea, 
whom he found negligent in the diicharge of their of- 
fice : this was the firft life he made of his authority. 
His next adt was an inftance of obedience to the holy 
fee, taking upon himfelf and his order the ptoperty and 
defence of the caftle and lower town of Symrna, 
which the confederate army had taken from theTurks, 
as we have fhewn a little before. The archbifhop and 
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inhabitants having complained to the pope, that Otto- 
bon Catafleo their governor, who was rather a mer- 
chant than a foldier, abandoned' them frequently for 
the lake of his traffic, to make voyages into Italy, io 
that the place was left without either garrilbn or pro- 
vifions, the pope fignified his intentions to the knights, 
viz. that they ffiould unite Smyrna to the other poflef- 
fions of the order. In vain did the grand mailer repre- 
fent to him, that the fortrefs was feated in the midfl of 
the Turkiffi territories, and at fuch a dillance from 
Italy, that in cafe of a (lege, there was no hopes of a 
ipeedy relief; and that like wile confidcraolc fums were 
liccellary for maintaining the garrilbn, which his order 
was ill no condition to furnilh. The pope affigned 
only a thou find pounds a year for the defraying of this 
cxpence, which the treafurer of the order was to levy 
upon the tithes of Cyprus. Moreover, as what the 
grand mailer hadreprefented to him about the lituation 
of the town of Symrna, viz. that it was furrounded by 
the territories of the infidels, was the very reafon 
which had determined him to put the defence of it into 
the hands of the knights, in expectation that theTurks 
might have a Hop put to the progrels of their arms, 
when they ffiould have fuch formidable neighbours ; 
the pontiff ordered the grand mailer and council, under 
pain of excommunication, to throw immediately into 
Symrna a fufficient ganifon,that ffiould conliflofa good 
number of knights and troops in the fervice and pay of 
the order. The grand mailer was preparing to let out 
for Rhodes with thele orders, when he received the 
unwelcome news that divifions were broke out between 
the knights of the convent, and the council. The 
knights complained that the council, as well in the 
nomination to the commandries, as in difputes arifing 
between the knights, paid little regard either to the 
rights of feniority or to jullice, but regulated their no- 
minations and decilions by the credit which the parties 
had in the lociety. The council on their fide fent the 
grand mailer word, that the knights had found out a 
way of eluding all their orders, by continually appeal- 
ing 
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ing to the holy fee, which entirely ruined the di (li- 
pline and authority of the government. The grand ma- 
tter acquainted the pope with thefe reciprocal com- 
plaints ; and the pontiff, in order to favour lome par- 
ticular knights, ittued out a bull, exprertly annulling all 
the nominations made by the council in the vacancy of 
the mafterlhip and ablence of the grand matter ; but 
withal, he, by the fame bull, (after having feverely 
reprimanded the knights that made ufe, as he laid, of 
appeals, for no other end but to withdraw themlelves 
from the obedience which they owed to their fupei iors) 
ordered the council not to mind fuch appeals for the 
future, requiring all of them to difpole themlelves e- 
qually for receiving their grand matter, as their lawful 
fuperior, and one whom he had inverted with the apo- 
ttolical authority over them. 

The grand matter let out with thefe orders, and ar- 
rived happily at Rhodes. His prefence, his affability, 
and the exadt jettice which he diftributed with impar- 
tiality to all his religious, without the leatt diftindtion, 
foon reftored peace and concord among them. He 
then acquainted them with the pope s intentions with 
relpedl to the defence of Symrna ; and tho’ the prin- 
cipal perfons in the council law plainly, that it was fa- 
crificing all thole knights whom they put on that fer- 
vice, and that it would be the lending them to the 
(laughter, they neverthelefs refolved to obey ; nay, a 
confiderable number of knights generoufly offered to 
take upon themfelves an employ in which the danger 
and glory were equally certain. In fadt, there was 
no likelihood that the Turkifh emperors, whole pow- 
er was daily encreattng, would fuffer the knights to 
continue peaceable pcfTeffors of a place, and that too in 
the heart of their dominions, which they had taken from 
them. 

So liman I. the eldett fon of Orchanes, following 
his father’s fteps, had in lefs than two years annexed 
the beft part of Thrace to his empire, and made him- 
felf matter of Adiianople and Philippopoli. As Amu- 
rath I. his brother and fucceffor lived longer, fo he ex- 
tended 
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tended his conquefts much farther. The kingdoms of 
Bulgaria, Servia, Bofnia and ThefTaly, and the prin- 
cipalities of Epirus, Achaia and Caramania, which had 
been formed out of the ruins of the Greek empire, be- 
came the object of his ambition : and he looked upon 
the conqueft thereof as a means of opening a way to 
that of Conftantiuople. He defeated in battle Craco- 
vilchs king of Bulgaria, and had the fame advantage 
over the Defpot of Servia ; he had lately reduced the 
town of Pheres, which was at that time the capital of 
Macedonia, Myfia fell before him ; and the empe- 
ror John, or Calojchn Paleologus, advancing into Ro- 
mania to flop his progrefs, was entirely routed, and ’tis 
even faid, that this fultan was vi&orious in thirty fix en- 
gagements or battles. 

Yet, as if in all thishe had yet undertaken nothing 
for his glory, he made extraordinary levies of troops in 
all his territories. So confiderable an armament, the 
marches and countermarches of fuch a number of troops, 
alarmed all his neighbours, every body flood upon his 
guard, without being able to guefs on what fide he 
would turn his arms. 

The grand mailer acquaintedthe pope with all thefe 
motions, and with thereafons which made him appre- 
hend that Symrna and even Rhodes might be the lecret 
objedt of this mighty armament. He reprefented to 
him at the fame time, that, in the expedition of Alex- 
andria, the order had loft above a hundred knights, 
whole places had not been filled up with others ; that 
the ifle and city of Rhodes wanted a fpeedy fuccour, 
and that he belought his holinefs to make immediate 
provifion for it, for fear of any furprife from the infi- 
dels. 

The pope on this occafion conveened an aftembly 
of the chief commanders at Avignon, where it was re- 
folved to fend five hundred knights, and as many ef- 
quires or ferving brothers to Rhodes in the month of 
March following. The priors, purfuant to a particu- 
lar order of the pope, were to name the knights of 
their priory whom they thought iri a condition to 
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march; and each knight had the right of chufinghim- 
felf the ferving brother that he would have to attend 
him, and thought fitted: for his fervice ; which, by 
the way, is a proof that thefe ferving brothers were a 
fort of efqitires to the knights, and that every knight 
at that time had a ferving brother appointed to attend 
his perfon, and perform military fervice under his or- 
ders. Thefe knights and their attendants arrived fafe 
at Rhodes, and the grand matter and convent were 
highly pleafed with fo confiderable a recruit. But 
they had no difpute this year with the Turks, all 
whofe forces fell again upon the Bulgarians and Ser- 
vians. 

The order however fuffered more this year from its 
own members than from the infidels. Domettic ene- 
mies, and the feeds as it were of rebellion, ttarted up in 
it, which broke out chiefly in England, Caftile and Por- 
tugal. 

Brother Robert d’ Ali i prior of England, Sancho 
de Sumafla prior of Cattile, and Alvarez Gonfalvo pri- 
or of Portugal, being cantoned in their priories, and 
being fupported by the monarchs of their refpe< 51 ive 
countries, refufed openly to pay their refponfions.The 
prior of England founded his difobedience tfpon an in- 
juttice which he pretended the grand matter had done 
1 him. in beftowing a commandrv of Scotland upon a 
Scotch knight; whereas he maintained that it depended 
on the prior'of England. His lovereign, who confider- 
ed Scotland as an antient fief of his crown, not only fup- 
ported the prior in his difobedience, hut confi feared like- 
wife the revenues of all the commanaries which the order 
had within hi* dominions. The grand matter complained 
of- thefevrolent proceedings to the pope, who being in- 
formed ofthejuttice of his nomination, caulcd the proofs 
oiit to be tranfmitted to the court of England, and at the 
fame time threatened to excommunicate the prior of that 
nation, if he did not immediately pay his rdponfions, 
and get the fequettration taken off the goods of the or- 
der, which he had procured to be feized. 1 he fear 
of excommunication brought him back to his duty, as 

Vol. II. O well 
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well as the prior of Caftile, to whom the like menaces 
had been intimated from the holy (ee. Thefe fulini- 
nations, however terrible they might be, made no im- 
preflion on the pflor of Portugal ; upon which the 
pope, to touch a man to the quick, who was to be 
wrought upon by nothing but what concerned his al- 
tered:, conferred his priory upon brother John Fernand, 
commander of Thouloule, and cited him to appear at 
Rome, in order to be degraded of the dignity of 
knighthood, and (tripped of the habit of the order. 
The milchief was that theie decrees of the court of 
Rome had Icarce any effc<5t with regard to tempo- 
ralities, any farther than the prince had a mind to fup- 
port them with his authority ; and leveral years pa- 
ired away before this rebellious prior returned to his 
duty. 

This year is afligned for the death of the grand ma- 
iler de Julliac, who enjoyed that dignity little more 
than two years. He was generally regretted on ac- 
count of his wiidom, prudence, and particularly the 
mildneis of his government. The chapter and con- 
T vent of Rhodes choie for his iucceflbr 

J brother John Ferdinand dHere- 

di n an d D1 caltellan of Empofta, or grand pri- 
^ ^ RE ^ DlA *orof Arragon, grand prior alfo of St. 

^ * Giles and Caftile, who was abfent at that 

time, he being always near the perfon of the popes,* 
in quality of governor of Avignon, and the Comtat 
Venaiflin. 

’Twill perhaps appear ftrange, after all that hath 
been laid of the conduct of this knight, that the order, 
the principal dignities whereof he had ufurped con- 
trary to all their rules, Ihould make fuch a choice. But 
in all probability the electors conlidered that this knight 
was Hill in great credit at the court of Avignon, and 
that he had the like credit with mod of the princes of 
Chriltendom, who were careful todiftinguifh a man of 
capacity in a peculiar manner, whofe advice had a 
great influence in the various relolutions and condu<fl 
of the pope’s court. Belides, a mifehievous fpirit of 
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rebellion, arifing from a fordid avarice, having for 
fome time paft infected feveral of the commanders, 
*twas no ill policy in the order to put a man of Here- 
dia’s power and authority at their head, in a dignity 
where the intercfts of the order were no longer to be 
diflinguiflied from his own. 

Whatever the motives were that determined the 
electors to choofe him their grand m after, the reader 
perhaps will not be difpleafed ro ha\e a little more 
particular account of a knight, who after having play- 
ed the tyrant over his order, became afterwards a ten- 
der father, and one of the principal ornaments of it. 
John Ferdinand d’Heredia was defcended from one 
of the nobleft houfes in Arragon : Blafco Heredia, 
his elder brother, was inverted with the dignity of d’el 
juftiiia, or great judiciary; a dignity eftablithed in the 
kingdom, to curb the regal authority, and hinder the 
fovereign from abiding it, contrary to the privileges of 
the nation. He difcharged fingly that function which the 
Ephori of Sparta were formerly entrufted with againft 
their kings. This lord, having for feveral years had 
no children by his wife, to prevent the extinction of his 
family, obliged young Heredia his brother, whom we 
are now fpeaking of, to marry. He had only two 
daughters by that marriage, and his wife dying in 
childbed, bis brother, who was ftill fond of feeing heirs 
ofhis own name, engaged him in a fecond alliance, and 
married him to Donna Therefa Contellia, niece and 
heirefs to his own wife ; fo that all the eftate of thofe 
two great houfes was like to center in young Heredia 
and his children. He had a Ion and a daughter by this 
lecond marriage, and was loon after left a widower by the 
death ofhis lecond wife ; but his elder brother’s, after 
many years of barrennels.hav ing been brought to bed of 
two Ions one after another, he law himltlf at once left 
without any eftate, and all his hopes blafted. 

In this melancholy fuuation, after recommending 
his children to his elder brother, and without commu- 
nicating his delsgn to any body, he embarked and fail- 
ed for Rhodes, where hedeflred to be admitted into the 
O 2 . order, 


1 6 o Hifory of the Knlgh ts of Malta, 

order, and was received by the grand m after de Vilic- 
neuve as a knight of the language of Arragon. His 
noble air, his polite behaviour, and the courage and 
bravery whereby he diftinguifhed himfelf in various 
engagements againft the infidels, loon gained him the 
cfteem and afFeClion of the principal knights. He re- 
commended himfelf particularly to the grand mafter 
by the regularity of his life, and by an adroit and in- 
finuating temper, which enabled him with eafe to af- 
fume any lhape that might any way contribute to his 
advancement. 

'Twas to thefe rare qualities, and the particular ef- 
teem which the grand mafter had for him, that he was 
indebted for a faculty commandry (one in the dilpolal 
of which favour was allowed) called Alambro, which 
he either exchanged afterwards, or was promoted from 
it to that ofVillet. Andasagreat number ofthe knights, 
efpccially of the old ones, had been killed in the Sca- 
lado of Alexandria, he rofe gradually from one pre- 
ferment to another, till he came in his turn to be bai- 
liff of Capfj, and afterwards caftellan of £mpofta,one of 
the principal dignities of the order, and the mod confi- 
derable in Europe, after that of grand mafter, as well 
from its immenfe revenues, as from the largenefs of 
its juriftii&ion, and the number and quality of its yaf- 
fils. 

Fortune, which had hitherto led him as it were 
by the hand, did not defert him in that conjuncture. 
The grand priory of Catalonia becoming vacant, two 
candidates prefented themfelves for it; the one, in pre- 
judice of the rights and privileges of the order, got a 
provifion to it from the pope ; the other, a knight call- 
ed Peter Berenger Nicoffa, claimed the priory by right 
of feniority. Nor could any doubt be made of his 
right ; and it was moreover the intereft of the order, 
not to fufferthe knights to turn their views to the court 
of Rome, inftead of applying themfelves to merit pre- 
ferments by their fervices. But as at Rhodes they 
were fearful of offending the pope, the grand mafter 
and council refolved to fendanembaffador to him. The 
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negotiation was fuch as required an able, fubtle mini- 
Iter, and one who wa- of a tradable dif £ oficion, and 
could find out a way to preferve the righs and privi- 
leges of the older, without violating the papal autho- 
rity. The grand mailer fancied, that among o great 
a number of knights, he had dillinguilhed in Heredia 
all the qualities of an able negotiator. He nominated 
him embaflador to the pope, and got his choice approv- 
ed of by the council. The inftrudions given to the 
caltellan were, that after having complimented the 
pontiffin the name of the grand mailer and the whole 
body of knights, he Ihould reprelent to him the in- 
jury that the order was like to iuffer from his nomina- 
tion ; that the greatell part of the knights would find 
it a much Ihorter way to arrive at commandries in ob- 
taining them by favour and intrigue, than to wait a 
tedious number of years, and expert them from length 
of time, and a feries of lervices ; that fuch provifions 
would ruin their difcipline entirely ; that the convent 
would loon be a delert ; and the knights, negleding 
their relidence at Rhodes, and the other duties they 
were obliged to, would apply themfelves entirely either 
to the court of Rome, or to thofe of the princes of Eu- 
rope. 

The embafiador had orders to infill llrenuoully on 
the revocation of the apollolic brief; but as they were 
apprehend ve the pope would Hand by his nominati- 
on, be the confequence what it would, they gave 
the embalfador leave to terminate the affair by an ac- 
commodation, if he found the ieafi overture towards 
one. 

Heredia fet out with tbele inllriidions, and arriv- 
ing at Avignon, in the firll audience that he had of the 
pope, he reprefented to him, with great art and elo- 
quence, that tho’ the order paid an abfolute fuhmillion 
and all due refpeft to his nomination, yet it could not 
help complaining ofa provifion which violated its pri- 
vileges, and was going to dellroy all that had been 
done in its favour by the pontiffs his predecefTors ; that 
he was commillioned to lay at his holincfs’s feet, who 
O 3 was 
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was the common father of the faithful, the juft re- 
monftrances of a body that was conlecrated to the de- 
fence of Chriftianity, but whole zeal would infallibly 
cool, if the feveral members that compoled it, found 
that they were to be bereaved of the recompence which 
had till then been always annexed to theirlervices. The 
pope made anfwer in general terms, importing, that 
he had heard a very good character of the perlon he 
had named to the priory of Catalonia, but fhould not 
be lorry if the matter was accommodated in an ami- 
cable manner, to the fatisfa<5tion of the parties con- 
cerned, provided it could be done without infringing 
the authority of the holy lee. The embaftador law 
plainly from hence that there was no bringing the pope 
to repeal the provifion which he had granted : he there- 
fore applied himfelf entirely to make up the dilpute, 
not forgetting at the fame time his own private intereft 
in the accommodation. The two claimants faw him 
often, and he played his cards fo dextroufly, that he 
brought them to agree on dividing the great revenues 
of the priory, which he prevailed with the pope to ap- 
prove. He had hitherto carried on his negotiation a- 
greeably to his inftrudlions and the grand mailer’s in- 
tentions; but he deviated afterwards from both, when 
he found that he might, by devotinghimfelf to the court 
of Rome, get the profits of the priory to himielf. The 
two pretenders to it being incapacitated by their age 
and infirmities to go in perfon and relide upon the pri- 
ory, he got the ftewardfhipof it from the pope. This 
was the firft ftep he took ; his next was to abandon 
openly the interefts of his order, and without any fienfe 
of Ihame, to get himfelf named by the pontiff for their 
fucccflor; fo that the two knights living but a little 
while after this provifion, he was the only perfon that 
leaped any advantage from their rivallhip. All Rhodes 
was prodigioully furpriied when they heard after, that 
their embaflador, inftead of following his inftrudlions, 
and oppoling thole nominations of the pope’s, had been 
himielf a lbllicitor, when lie found an opportunity of 
obtaining them for himielf. 
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There was no poilibility after this of returning to 
the grand matter ; Heredia was forced to ftay at Avig- 
Eon, and adhered entirely to the court of Rome. He 
foon formed himfelf a iecret plan of all the intrigues 
and politics of that court, and conduced himlelf with 
fuch dexterity, that he had afterwards a great hand in 
the eleftions and the confidence of the popes. 

News being brought to Clement VI. that Philip de 
Valois king of France, and Edward III. king of Eng- 
land, were on the point of entering into war againft 
one another, made choice of Heredia as a fit perfon to be 
lent to thole two princes to perform in his name the 
office of a mediator between them. This knight, whole 
courage equalled his capacity, forffieing that a bloody 
battle would infallibly be fought between them, got a 
permiffion from the pope to declare himlelf againtt ei- 
ther of the princes that fhould decline the mediation of 
the holy fee. As Edward had been the aggrettor, he 
went firft to his camp, and gave him an account of his 
eommiffion. He would fain have engaged him to a 
fufpenfion of arms ; but he found the Engliffi prince lo 
elated with iome advantages that he had already ob- 
tained, that he could not prevail with him. When he 
faw that he rejected all propolals of peace with di£ 
dain, and even flighted his offices of mediation, the 
haughty Spaniard, provoked with the little deference 
(hewn to his character, declared to him, that as his 
eommiffion was at an end, by reafon of his obftinacy 
in rejedingir, he would go and fight under the banners 
of the king of France. He acquainted him at the lame 
time with the permiffion he had from the pope, and 
thereupon took leave of that prince, and threw himlelf 
into the French army, which was not long before it 
came to an engagement with the Engliffi. 

The unfortunate fuccels of that day is but too well 
known ; the barde was fought near Crecy in 
Ponthieu. The French loft it by the treachery 1346. 
of Ibrne of their commanders, and by the pre-. 
cipitation of others. Philip (hewed more valour than 
conduct in the a&ion 5 he was one of the laft that ftaid 
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in .the field, and lie (till fought it out, though he had 
but fixty horfemen cavaliers left about him ; but his 
horfe being killed under him, he would infallibly have 
been taken by the enemy, had not Heredia leapt im- 
mediately off his own, and prelented him to that prince, 
who retired out of the field along with him. 

The caftellan feeing a body of foot that ftill kept 
on fighting, put himfelf at their head, and difputed the 
victory for fome time with the Englifh. But thele bat- 
talions being at lad overpowered by the victorious ar- 
my, he was forced to take his fate in the general rout; 
and as he was grievoufly wounded, it was with great 
difficulty that he got off, and came up with the Matter- 
ed remains of the French army. 

Whilst he lay under cure for four great wounds 
he had received in the battle, he was informed that they 
threw reflections on his conduct in the Englifh camp ; 
and that fome officers of that nation faid, that he being 
inverted with the character of an embaffiador, could 
not fight on the French fide without violating the law 
of nations. The knight, as foon as he was cured, fent 
an herald into their camp to challenge any one who 
ffiould blemifh his conduCt ; and in all probability a 
private duel would have enfued, had not the king of 
England, whole leave was asked for that purpofe, done 
him juftice, by declaring that he had notified to him 
before the battle, the permiffion which the pope had 
given him at the bottom of his inftruCtions, of fighting 
againft either of the princes who fhould rejeCt the con- 
ditions of peace which he was commiffioned to pro- 
pofe. He afterwards fet a negotiation on foot again, 
as they pretend ; and it is to him that hiftorians afcribe 
a truce which the two kings agreed to for a year. 

But be that matter as it will, he had the fatisfaCtion, 
at his return to Avignon, of feeing the popepleafed with 
his conduCt ; and Innocent VI. fucceeding to Clement 
VI. Heredia’s fortune became ftill more illuftrious un- 
der the pontificate of a pope, to whom, as he had ever 
been a particular friend, he then became his mirurter 
and confident. 
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Innocent, as the did marks of his favour, declared 
him governor of Avignon and the Comte Venaiffin ; 
and, as if his favourite’s fortune engroffed all his 
thoughts, he feemed entirely taken up with providing 
for his advancement. He was daily heaping new be- 
nefits upon him ; he was the channel thro’ which all 
his favours were conveyed ; the greateft princes (trove 
eagerly to gain his friend (hip, and he fhared the power 
of the keys with his mailer ; or rather, the pope had 
the bare title, whilft his minifter enjoyed all the autho- 
rity of them. 

By means of this boundlefs credit he amafled im- 
menfe riches, part of which he employed in the fettle- 
nient of his children whom he had left in Arragon. 
And to prevent the imputation of being ungrateful to 
his benefa&or, and provide at the fame time for thefe- 
curity of the pope and all his court, he was at the ex- 
pence of building ftrong walls about the town of Avig- 
non, fortifying them at proper didances with towers, 
which lecured the place againft a furpriie, and put it 
in a condition of defence. The pope, delighted with 
the/e great and diftinguifhing exprdlions of his ac- 
knowledgments, plundered, as we may fay, the order of 
the two great priories ofCaftile and St. Giles, to confer 
them upon his favourite, contrary to all the rules and 
privileges of that religious (ociety, and in contempt of 
the important lervices which the order was doing con- 
tinually to the Chrlftian world, by the brave refiftance 
they made againd the infidels*. 

The death of this pope, who was fucceeded imme- 
diately by Urban V. and afterwards by Gregory XI. 
was the occafion of his lofing part of his credit, though 
his ambition continued as violent as ever ; and the 
grand mafter Julliac being grown very old, he confider- 

ed 

* Retulere etiam nobilem vi&oriam hofpitalarii equites de Tur- 
cis in Graecia, quamvis longe numero impares : invedli enim qua- 
tuor tantiim triremibus atque oneraria, viginti novem barbarorum 
naves, dum in eas vicinorum agrorum pr.edas inferebant, inter- 
cepere, ut narrat Matthxus Villanus. Rain, ad ann. 13^9. num, 
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ed that dignity as an honourable afylum againft the in- 
fults of fortune and the dilgraces of the court. He took 
his meafures for it in good time ; his friends at the court 
of Avignon exerted themfelves ftrenuoutty in his fa- 
vour ; mod; of the European princes engaged in his in- 
tereft, and recommended him to the knights who were 
born their fubjetfs : lo that upon Julliac’s deceafe, the 
convent, however dilpleafed at his condutf, was under 
a fort of neceflity to chule him for their grand matter. 

Heredia, as foon as he received the news of his 
election, prepared to fet out for Rhodes ; but as he 
had a mind to make his appearance there with forces 
that might keep up his reputation, and juftify the choice 
of the order, he fitted out at his own expence nine 
galiies, bcldes other vettels of different bulk, on board 
of which he embarked a great number of volunteers, 
whom he took into his pay. He was ready to let tail, 
when he found himlelf obliged to delay his departure 
at the requeft of pope Gregory XI. who had juft be- 
fore been chofen fuccefTor to Urban, and was for mak- 
ing ufe of him and his fleet on a great defign which he 
had for fome time revolved in his thoughts, and then 
thought fit to put in execution. 

Near leventy years had patted, as we have feen, 
Cnee the holy fee had been tranflated to Avignon by 
pope Clement V. During this long ablence, though 
the popes pretended to be fovereigns of Rome, that 
capital of the world was then governed by a magiftrate, 
who took the title oflenator*, and by twelve other ci- 
tizens, who were called bannerets, from the different 
banners which they fet up to diftinguifh themfelves in 
their feveral quarters. Their defign, as they endea- 
voured to perluade the Romans, was to let up the old 
commonwealth again in Rome ; but what they then 
called Romans were very different from thole illuftri- 
ous republicans, fo renowned for the great nels of their 
ientiments, as well as for their fingular valour, which 
bad made them matters of a great part of the univerfe. 
Thele laft Romans were only a confuted medley, and 
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a milerable remnant of the Heruli, Goths, Lombards, 
and other Barbarians, who in the precedent ages had 
over-run Italy. From the time that Home was become 
the capital of the popes, the greatnels of foul of the old 
Romans, their awful love of liberty, their valour and 
intrepidity/ were degenerated into the narrow ambi- 
tion of attaining the fit ft dignities of the church. 

The ftudy of the laws was the only way to fuch 
preferments. Rome, peopled, as it were, with ecclefi- 
aftics, was fcarce ever free from cabals : thele divifions 
occalioned their weaknds ; and the inhabitants of new 
Rome had fcarce any thing of the Romans but the bare 
name. Befides, that great city, fince the popes had 
quitted it, was little more than a country place, and 
that golden ftream, which before uied to flow in from 
all the dates of Chriftendom, had been turned into an- 
other channel. and ran diretftly into the pope’s court. 
Moft of the other places of St. Peter’s patrimony were 
either feized on by petty tyrants, or elfe, under the 
fpecious pretences of liberty, had entered into an alli- 
ance with the Florentines, who were then making war 
upon the pope himlelf, and ravaging the Campagna di 
Roma. 

Gregory XI. had employed the arms of the church 
againft them ; they had been publicly excommunicated 
by a folemn bull; and as they did not ieem much affe&ed 
with it, the pope had lent an army into Italy under the 
command of cardinal Robert of Geneva, as legate of 
the holy lee. But the pontiff not meeting with all the 
fuccels he expedled, had again recourle to fpiritual 
arms ; and to make them cut the deeper, he had lhar- 
pened them as it were after a new and extraordinary 
manner. He not only aggravated the former excom- 
munication, thundered out againft the Florentines, 
but he involved in it all the faithful that fhould hold 
any commerce with them, or fupply them with gold, 
filver,corn, wine, proviflons, wool, cloth, and even with 
wood to burn : and moreover, fays the pope, “ we 
t( confifcate all the effedls of the Florentines, and en* 
u join every body to attack them, to feize their per- 
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“ Ions, to make them (laves, and reduce them to a 
u fiate of fervitude.” 

This bull had all the effed that the avarice of men, 
animated by the pious credulity of thole times, could 
expert from it. Every body made it a merit to perle- 
cute thefe poor excommunicated people, and to leize 
their effedls wherever they could difcover them. The 
commerce of the Florentines, in which their main 
ftrength lay, was entirely mined ; their debtors refuf- 
ed even to pay them ; and in foreign countries, parti- 
cularly in England, feveral of their merchants were 
arrefted by the king’s orders, and made Haves. 

The Florentines laid down their arms, and lent cm- 
bafiadors to the pope to bring him to temper ; but not 
being able to obtain a repeal of this terrible bull, they 
had recourfe to St. Catharine of Sienna, a nun of the 
order of St. Dominic, famous over all Italy for her pi- 
ety, and especially for fome -revelations and intimate 
communications with heaven, which fhe took care* to 
publilh, tho’ it mull be owned they are a little extra- 
ordinary. 

The Ihe-fiiint, at the requefi: of the Florentines her 
neighbours, embarked for Provence, and arrived fife 
at Avignon. She faw the pope, and in an audience 
fhe had of him, made him fuch warm infiances in be- 
half of the Florentines, that Ihe obtained the repealing 
of his bull, though the pontiff had told her, that fhe 
would find herfelf deluded by thofe merchants. This* 
was not the only important cointniilion Ihe had taken : 
The Romans, deprived of the profit they uled to reap 
from the refidence of the popes and cardinals, and the 
continual concourle of io many ftrangers as had bufi- 
liefs at the pope’s court, had lecretly lent deputies to 
Avignon, conjuring the pope to return to the capital of 
the Chriftian world. To. determine him to do lo, they 
made proteftations of acknowledging him for their fo- 
vereign, and preferving an inviolable fidelity to him 
and his fuccellbrs. St. Catherine employed all her cre- 
dit to lecond their requeft: file rcprelented to the pope, 
that his prelence would quiet all the troubles of Italy, 

and 
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and that by fixing the holy fee again at Rome, he 
would likewile fix again its authority in all the places 
that had been icized upon by ufurpcrs. 

Peter, infant of Arragon, a Francilcan friar, and 
St. Bridget, prefled him likewile to return tohischurch; 
but what ablolutely determined the [ope to quit Pro- 
vence and return to Rome, was the advice he receiv- 
ed by an exprefs from the cardinal of St. Peter, who 
was then refident at Rome as his vicegerent, rhat the 
Romans, if he did not return fpeedily, had lelolved to 
ele<ft anothei pope, and had even made fure of, the ab- 
bot of Mont Caffin, a monk not over tcrupulous, who, 
without being ftartled at the guilt that is inleparable 
from fchifm, had agreed with them to a <ft the infamous 
part of an anti-pope. 

Gregory, terrified at a project which was going 
to raife a competitor for his dignity, refolved to pre- 
vent fuch a misfortune by a fpeedy return into Italy. 
His own father and mother, William count of Beau- 
fort and his wife, who were ftill living, and who in- 
deed lurvived him, tiled the moft tender intreaties, but 
all in vain, to keep him in Provence. King Charles 
V. a likewile foreleeing the fatal com'equences that this 
precipitate journey would occafion to the church, wrote 
to him in the moft prefling terms, in oider to divert him 
from it. “ You are going, holy father, lays that prince 
“ to him, into a country where you are but very little 
iC beloved ; if you die there, as is probable enough 
“.you will, the Romans will get all the cardinals into 
“ their power ; and to prevent the court of Rome’s 
<c returning to Avignon, will force them by dint of 
41 arms to ele<5t an Italian pope.” 

But notwithftanding ail the prefling inftances of 
that prince, and of moft of the cardinals who plied him 
with reprefentations of the feditious and mutinous 
temper of the people of Rome, the pope was inflexi- 
ble being prep< fTtftcd with the remonftrances and ad- 
vice of St. Cathtiine, and the other devout perlons a- 
bovemendoiiLd He left Avignon, and went to em- 
bark at Marfeilles on board the gallies of the order, 
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which were commanded by the new grand matter 
Heredia in perion, who had with him the priors of 
Si Giles, England and Rome, and a confiderable 
number of the knights and commanders of the order. 

Peter Amelio, bifhopof Senigallia, who was in 
th’s vnyaet, has given us an exadt relation and journ- 
al of it, which Abraham Bzoviushas taken care to pre- 
lerve. I hat prelate reprelents the grand matter with a 
large white beard, holding the rudder of the pope’s 
galley, and (urrounded with all his knights. The fame 
hittorian too acquaints us, that this little fleet being 
dijperfed by a ftorm off of the coatt of Provence, the 
grand matter hy his refolution and skill in the art of 
navigation, baffled the violence of the winds, and 
brought the i ope fafe into the port of Ottia. 

Th e pontiff, before lie made his entry into Rome, 
got from them, for his own lecurity, and purfuant to 
the piomifes made by the magiftrates, a declaration, 
wherein they, in the name of the people of Rome, 
acknowledged him for lovereign of the city, and all 
the territory belonging to it. He was afterwards re- 
ceived there in great olemnity with all his court ; the 
grand matter going immediately before his holinefs, 
carrying the ftandard of the church. The magittrates 
with a crowd of people at their heels, proclaimed the 
general joy with loud acclamations ; but it was foon 
found that there was more fhew and pomp in thefe out- 
ward (ubmiflions than fidelity and real obedience ; and 
that the lenator and banerets "would not eafily give up 
the authority they had ufurped. 

The grand matter having acquitted himfelf with 
fb much honour in convoying the pope, took his leave, 
went with all his knights on board the fleet, and fet 
fail for Rhodes, where all the convent expedled him 
with great impatience. As he waspurfuing his courfe, 
he met off of the coatt of Morea a fleet of Venetians, 
who were then in war againtt the Turks : thole Bar- 
barians had a l’tile before taken the town of Patras, Co 
famous for its filk trade, from that republic. The 
Venetian general coming on lourd the grand mafter’a 
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galley to pay him his compliments, as he knew his va- 
lour and capacity in the art of war, he conjured him in 
the name of his republic, and for the common good of 
Chriftendom, to confent to join their forces for recover- 
ing a place of that importance out of the hands ot 
the infidels. Tho* affairs of great confequence re- 
quired the grand mailer’s prelence at Rhodes, whither 
he was going to take pollefiion of his dignity ; yet his 
courage prevailed over his intereft, and he embraced 
with joy an occafion of fignaliz.ing his warlike talents 
againft the eternal enemies of his order. The two 
fleets joined, and landing their troops, they marched 
ftraight to Patras, a town fitualed on an eminence, a- 
bout a quarter of a league’s diftance from the lea. 

As the place had but few fortifications, and took up 
a great compals of ground, the grand mailer tried to 
take it by fealado ; ladders were laid againft thofe 
places in the walls that were almoft ruined, and he 
took it without any great reftftance. The governor had 
referved his garrilon for the defence of the caftle, into 
which he retired along with it. The caftle was ieat- 
ed in the higheft part of the town, and wanted none 
of the fortifications which art had at that time invent- 
ed to render it impregnable. 

It was neceflary to beftege it in a regular manner 
the attacks were fmart and vigorous, and the defence 
was as brave. The order loft leveral knights of difti no- 
tion ; but at laft the machines made ule of in thole 
times, having made a breach, the grand mafter im- 
patient of fo long a refill ance, takes a ladder, claps it 
to the breach, mounts up Hi ft Iword in hand, and 
without minding whether he was followed or no, 
throws himlelf into the place. The governor on his 
(ide oppoles his progrefs with great courage ; a fort of 
duel enfues between them, till the Chriftian, moreex- 
pert or elle ftronger than the infidel, runs him thro’, 
kills him, cuts off his head, vvhilft his knights, un- 
certain of his fate, mount up the breach in crowds to 
his luccour, hear down all before them, and break- 
ing into the place, put the garrilon to the Iword. 
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The grand matter flufhed with this good fuccefs, 
and invigorated by the interefted praifes of the Veneti- 
an general, took up a refolution to extend his con- 
quetts over all the Morea. Corinth was the firft place 
to be attacked ; it was relolved, in a council of war, to 
take it from the infidels, and the chriftian army ad- 
vanced into the territory about it to befiege it. The 
grand matter however, before he fat down before the 
place, had a mind to view the firuation and condition 
of it himfelf. But as the convoy he took with him 
was weak, he fell unhappily into an ainbufcade ; the 
Turks cut his fmall corps in pieces and took him pri- 
fbner. The infidels thought they had only taken a 
private knight; but fome deferters discovering hisqua- 
lity to them, they lent him to the cattle of Corinth* 
where they kept him under a ttri<tt guard. 

The grand priors of St. Giles, England and Rome, 
who had followed him in this expedition, offered, with 
the Venetian general’s confent, to give Patras for his 
ran lom ; but the Turks reje<5ting the propofal return- 
ed a proud anfwer, that being matters of the Morea 
they knew how to recover that place in lets time than 
the Ghriftians had employed in reducing it. The 
knights inconfolable for the reproach they might lie 
under of having left their grand matter behind them in 
the hands of the infidels, offered belides Patras, a very 
confiderable fum, and the three grand priors in hoftage 
to be kept till the whole was paid. 

The Turks fcemed to come into this laft propofal ; 
but when they acquainted the grand matter with it, he 
generoufly oppofed it, and would never confent that 
the three grand priors fhould be put into the infidels 
hands as hoftages on his account, laying, “ Let me 
i 4 alone, my dear brethren, fuffer an ufelefs old man, 
« that cannot live much longer, to die in prifon : and 
do you that are younger, relerve yourfelves to be 
lerviceable to the order.” In vain did his knights, 
who had got leave to fee him, labour by their prayers 
and tears to gain his confent for this exchange; no- 
thing could (hake his refolution. He would not even 
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allow his ranfcm to be paid out of the treafury of the 
order : “ if it mud be paid faid he, my family hath 
i( received eftate enough from me to give this proof of 
<e their gratitude.” The Turks, tegardlefs of to noble 
a gen roiity, lent h’m into the mountains of Albania, 
to oblige him to be the more expeditious in paying his 
ranlbm. He was there (hut up in a dole priibn, and 
inftead of enjoying his new dignity at Rhodes, .he was 
kept above three years in a rigorous fla very, where he 
had time enough to make lei ious reflections on the little 
folidity of human grandeur. 

During his captivity a furious (chifm broke out) 
which di (traded the church for above fifty years after- 
wards ; the order of Sr. John having the misfortune to 
be involved in it, as well as all the Rates and other or- 
ders of Chriftendom. We have (een how pope Gre- 
gory XL prevailed upon, by the promifes and pretend- 
ed iiibmiflions of the Romans, and (educed, if I may 
be allowed the ex predion, by the confidence he had in 
St. Catherine’s predictions, had quitted Provence, and 
fixed his refidence at Rome, the natural (eat of all the 
fovereign pontiffs. 

Bu t he had not continued long there, before be had 
the mortification to find, that the (pii it of rebellion was 
(till reigning in that city; and the magiftrates, in con- 
tempt of the mod iolemn oaths, far from paying the 
obedience which they owed him, had re fumed their 
firft authority and perpetuated themielves in Uie go- 
vernment. The juft reafon he had to fear, left after 
liis death thele mutineers (hould tyrannize over the con- 
clave, and force it to eleCl whom they pleated for his 
fucceflfor, made him take the refolution of returning to 
Avignon. But being feized with a hidden illnefs which 
carried him off, a little before he died, holding the 
holy (acrament in his hands, he conjured all the cardi- 
nals, who aflifted him in thofe his laft moments, to 
chu(e that perion for his fuccelfor whom they (hould 
find mod worthy of that great dignity. He cautioned 
them againft giving credit to certain perfons of both 
fexcs, who under colour of pretended revelations, pro- 
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pofed their own vifions as a rule of conduCl to be oh- 
ierved in the government of the church; which by the 
too great confidence he had therein, joined with the 
feditious temper of the Romans, was going to expofe 
the church to the danger of a terrible fchifm, if the Sa- 
viour of the world did not of his infinite goodnefs in- 
terpofe to prelerve his fpoufe from it a . 

? Tis plain whom the holy pontiff meant in this dif- 
courie : and his apprehenfions were unhappily juftifi- 
cd by the event, and proved truer than the predictions 
and prophecies which had impofed on him. 

For as foon as his eyes were clofed, the 137^* 
bannerets and magiftrates of the city, for fear Mar. 27 . 
a new pope fhould tranflate the holy fee to 
Avignon, refolved to oppofe the election of a French 
cardinal, and to force the members of the conclave to 
chufe a Roman, or at lead; an Italian for pope. 

With this view they feized and put guards at the 
gates of the city, as in a garrifon and time of war, for 
fear the cardinals fhould get out unknown to them and 
retire to fome city of Italy, where they might proceed 
with freedom to the election of a pope. 

This feditious gang drove afterwards out of Rome, 
all well defigning perfons, and fuch as could oppole 
the violence they were offering to the cardinals ; and 
then let in a company of banditti and pealants of the 
neighbouring mountains, a favage let of men, whom 
they fupplied with arms, and who running over all 
quarters of the city, threatned a general mafia ere, if 
they did not chufe a Roman, or at lead an Italian, for 
pope. Romano do volemo, 6 al manco Italiano,” was 
the cry of thefe furious wretches, to whom the dregs 
of the people joined thcmielves, and to which they 
were fecretly inftigated by the magiftrates. 

The diiorder did not end with this tumult ; for 
when the cardinals, after the ten firft days employed 
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about the funeral of the deceafcd pope were patted, 
prepared to go into the conclave ; the leditious feized 
on the doors, and declared, that if they refolved to 
chufe a foreign cardinal for pope, they would make 
“ their heads redder than their hats*; ” and to haften 
the election of an Italian, the moft furious among them 
piled up faggots of vine twigs and draw under the 
place where the cardinals were alTembled, as if they 
were ready to let it on fire. Others (truck againft the 
floor with pikes and halberts ; and in order to force 
them to comply, they prefented death before them in 
feveral fhapes ; all of them equally frightful and ter- 
rible. 

The cardinals, fays an hiftonan of that time, chaf- 
ing rather to be ranked in the number of the confe/Ibrs 
than that of the martyrs, did, to lave their own lives, 
and pacify thele furious wretches, agree to name an I- 
talian for po^e. But before they proceeded to an e- 
letftion fo vifibly extorted from them by violence, the 
foreign cardinals, and even fbme of the Italians, made 
a proreft before public notaries, that the election was 
extorted from them, and that they did itonly to avoid 
an immediate death ; and that when they fhould be 
free and in a place of fafety, they would proceed to a 
new and more canonical eledlion. They afterwards 
named for pope Bartholomew Prignano, a Neapolitan, 
archbifhop of Bari. They made fo unexpected a 
choice, in ho- es that this prelate, who was looked 
upon as the moft learned man in all Italy in canon 
law, and was likewise an eye-witnefs of the violence 
offered them, would not make ufe of it to maintain 
himfelf in a dignity to which he had not been railed 
according to the rules of the church. Some hiftorians 
go lb far as to lay, that when he law the violence uft- 
ed againft the catdinals, not imagining that he fhould 
reap the benefit of it himfelf, be i’aid to one of his 
friends, who was then with him in S.. Peter's church, 
u that he would never acknowledge any one for pope, 
u whom the cardinals lho ild be forced to chufe with 
t{ daggers "at their throats. 
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But when thofe princes of the church had fent to 
fetch him, in order to notify his election to him, he 
received the news' at fii ft with great furprife : but thefe 
firft fentiments loon made way for thole of joy ; and 
ambition made him readily give his con lent. In vain 
did the cardinals, after this forced election, fbllicit 
him to leave Rome, under pretence, as they faid, of 
ratifying his nomination in a free place ; the ambiti- 
ous Neapolitan, far from giving into the liiare, de- 
clared that he looked upon his ele&ion as lawful and 
regular, and to hinder the cardinals from repeating it, 
had recourfe to /edition ; and made life of it to keep 
them in Rome, notwithflanding all their endeavours 
to leave it. They were forced by a new violence to 
afTifl in perfon at his taking polTeflion of the pontifical 
chair, and the ceremony of his coronation, when lie 
took the name of Urban VI. 

This was not all he exa&ed of the cardinals' 1 ; he 
obliged them to write letters to the principal potentates 
of Chriflendom, to certify that his election was free 
and canonical. The cardinals who law themfelves e- 
very dav, as it were, in a (late between life and death, 
to fatisfy a man whom they w confidered as their tyrant, 
figned whatever he required of them, but gave private 
notice at the fame time to feveral princes, particularly 
to Charles V. king of France, that they fhould not 
mind what they wrote fo long as they were in Rome. 
Their defign was to get out of town, and they got 
leave at lad on pretence of the great heat. But in- 
dead of retiring to their refpe&ive country houles, mod 
of the foreign cardinals that were in Italy went by con- 
cert to Anagni, from whence they wrote to the king 
of France and all the princes of Chriflendom to inform 
them of the violent manner in which they had been 
forced to put the archbifhop of Bari in the chair of St. 
Peter, tranfmitting at the fame time an exadl account 
of all that had palled at Rome lince the death of Gre- 
gory XI. with authentic copies of their protefls. They 
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■wrote likewife to the new pope, reprefenting to him, 
that nobody was better acquainted than himJelr with 
the defeats of hisele&ion ; that being an eye-witnels of 
the violences offered them, he could not but be fenfible 
that he was no true pope ; and they conjured him, in 
the moft prefling terms, generoufly to quit a dignity, 
which he could not keep any longer without expofing 
the church by his ambition to the terrible calamities of 
fchifm,for which he would be accountable to the divine 
juflice. 

Urban rejected their exhortation and entreaties 
with difdain, and treated them as rebels aud ichifma- 
tics. He feemed afterwards to be a little mollified, and 
to bring them back to his court, offered them a gene- 
ral pardon, which the event (hewed would have been 
ill obferved, had they fufferedthemfelves to be impofed 
on by his promifes. The cardinals, from a principle 
of confcience, as we may fuppofe, retired to Fondi, a 
flrong place in the kingdom of Naples ; and for their 
lecurity, got a guard of foreign troops, Gafcoons and 
Bretons, which Gregory XI. had taken into his fervice 
for the defence of St. Peter’s patrimony. 'Twas in 
this town that they proceeded anew to the electing of 
a pope, and afterfhutting themfelves up in a conclave, 
cardinal Robert of Geneva, brother to Ame count of 
Geneva was at the firft ferutiny elected by the unani- 
mous voices of a majority of the college of cardinals, 
•and was afterwards crowned by the name of Clement 

VJI. 

The two popes foon made the fchifin notorious by 
the anathema's which they thundered out reciprocally 
againft one another, and againfl all that followed the 
oppofite party. All the princes of Chriflendom were 
divided on one fide or other in this famous difpute, 
■fome adhering to Uurban, and others owning the au- 
thority of Clement. Nor were there wanting on either 
fide famous uni verfities, eminent divines, learned ca- 
nonifls, and even pertons of great fan&ity, famous, as 
is pretended, for their gift of miracles, to declare in 
favour of the oppofite parties, as if God almighty were 

not 


1 7 8 Hiflory Y)f the Knights of M A l t A . 

not willing it ftiould be known which of the two was 
the lawful pope. 

This (pi lit of divifion fpread it (elf into the order 
of St John and infedled the knights : the grand ma- 
fter Heredia being ranfomed by his own family out of 
the hands of the infidels, and all the convent of Rhodes 
declared in favour of Clement a , and the languages of 
Italy and England, with feveral commanders of Ger- 
many, acknowledged Urban. This pope, to have his 
revenge againft the grand matter, declared that he had 
forfeited his dignity ; arid not being able precail with 
the convent to ele<tt another in his Head, he named 
brother Richard Coracciolo prior of Capua for grand 
matter by his own authority. Thus were there at the 
fame time two grand matters in the order, as there 
were two popes in the church. But excepting Italy 
and England, and fome commanders in German^, as 
we (aid before, all the reft of the order adhered invi- 
olably to the authority of Clement, and continued fub- 
je<ft to the government of Heredia. 

This grand mafter, who was formerly grafping fo 
much at riches and honours, had, whilft he was in 
captivity among the infidels, time enough to reflect on 
the vanity of all human grandeur. Adverlity, a fevere 
but uteful miftreft, returned him back to his order, a 
difiuterefted andmodeftman, full of zeal, over-adluat- f 
ed by the fpirit of his profeflion, ftridl as to his own 1 
condudt, and without any view but the good of his or- 1 
der, the maintenance of difeipline, and his own fatif- | 
fadliou. 

During hts captivity, and a year before he was 
ranfoined, brother Bertrand de Flotte, a grand 
1380. commander, and the grand mafter’s lieute- 
nant, had held a general chapter at Rhodes, in 
which feveral regulations were made, which would 

have 
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have been ufeful, if there had been authority enough 
in the government to enforce the obfervance of them. 
It was there enacted, that the collations which the 
grand mafterand council Ihould make of the command- 
ries of Europe, fhould be received with fubmiffion, not- 
withftanding the pretenfions of fome priors who had 
afiumed to themfelves a right of naming to thole com- 
mandries that fell vacant within their priories •, that 
the great ettate which compoled the commandry of 
Cyprus fhould be divided into feven portions and feven 
commandries,and that the firft of the (even parts fhould 
go by the name of great commandry, with the right 
and title of grand crofs ; and that the other fix fhould 
devolve upon the knights according to their fcniority, 
and be fubjeft to the jurildiftion of the grand com- 
mander ; that the commander of the ifle of Coos or 
Langos fhould be obliged to maintain twenty five 
knights, and every knight of the order fhould be bound 
to keep an horfe and his equipage, exercife himlelf in 
Ihooting with a crofs-bow, and be always in a readinefi 
to march upon the orders of his fuperiors ; and if he 
failed, fhould be deprived of the allowance and penfi- 
on that he received from the treafury. 

To thefe regulations feveral articles were added, 
relating to the conduft of the grand maflers, to oblige 
them to a drift refidence at Rhodes. It had been en- 
afted, that they fhould not confer any dignity, nor give 
away any commandry out of the convent : and to pre- 
vent an abufe which was introduced infenfibly by the 
grand matters, who follicited at the court of Rome, 
to be eafed of the burthen of their dignity; a ftatutc 
was made, that when a grand matter was worn out 
with years, or on account of his infirmities had a 
mind to abdicate the grand matterfhip, he fhould not 
be allowed to refign it, unlefs he did it to the gene- 
ral chapter or the convent at the head of the or- 
der, who had the lole right of providing him a fuccef- 
for. 

The grand matter, having in the mean time paid 
his ranfom, came to Rhodes, where he took po.’eflion 
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of his dignity and government. He thereupon caufed 
an edimate to be laid before him ofthereve- 
1381. nues of the order and the date of the trealury : 

two things very neceiTary for the prelervation 
and defence of the Hies and places belonging to the or- 
der in the Mediterranean lea, and on the coafts adjoin- 
ing ; and he was very fenfibly affii&ed, .when he found, 
that in the time of his captivity a dedru&ive anarchy 
had, by the favour of the fchiim, crept into the order, 
and that mod of the knights, efpetially the priors and 
commanders, had made themielves independent, and 
a&ed as they faw lit, without any regard to their obli- 
gations. Some of them paid no deference to the or- 
ders of the council, any further than they found their 
own prelent intered promoted by them. Thole of the 
North fcarce kept up any correfpondence at all with 
die convent ; they did not make good then refponfions, 
or elfe paid but a very Imall part of them ; and as the 
order was obliged to furnilh lublidence and pay to the 
foldiers that were in gai rifon in the fonrelfes belonging 
to the knights, they had been forced to borrow conli- 
derable fums, the bare filtered of which .(wallowed up 
all the revenues they could draw from Rhodes 

The grand mader conferring with the council about 
the d'dreded condition of the order, and the difficul- 
ties of providing a fuitable remedy, the council was of 
opinion, that nothing but a fuperior authority, fuch as 
that of the pope, could corred fuch great diforders. 
They entreated the grand mader to go to Avignon, 
where pope Clement redded ; but as they were appre- 
henfive he might day too long in a court where he had 
jpent part of his life, and dih remembred, that whilft 
he was in favour with leveral popes, he h^id diverted 
mod of the refponfions of France and Spain to h’s own 
profit, the council, before he ernbar .ed, required him 
to take a folemn oath, that he would pay all the mo- 
ney that he received from the refponfions of the order 
into the public trealiiry ; and in order to bring him 
back the fooner, that he fhould not, during his ab- 
fcnce ; nominate to any dignity of the order, ns had been 
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refolved in the laft chapter held at Rhodes during the 
time of his captivity. 

The council carried the ; r precautions ft‘Jl farther, 
and unde:* pretence of providing him an honourable at- 
tendance, they fent with him Bertrand de Flotte grand 
commander, Bnilfon prior of the church of Rhodes, 

! Ellon de Slegleolts commander of Friburg, and Willi- 
am de Fontenai commander of Efpaillons, all of them 
knights truly zealous for the observance of the llatutes, 
and who refolved to maintain them inviolably : but 
the event (hewed how needlefs thefe precautions were, 
and that the grand mailer, after his advancement to 
that dignity, had no other view in all his a&ions but 
the good of his order. *Twas this motive that engag- 
ed him, before he fet out, to appoint brother Peter de 
Culant marfhal of the order to be his lieutenant at 
Rhodes, a gentleman as much diftinguiihed by his il- 
luftrious birth as by his lingular valour. The grand 
mailer, upon his arrival at Avignon, having paid his 
duty to the pope, and taken the oath of obedience, re- 
prelenred to him the deplorable condition the order 
was reduced to, by means of the unhappy fchifm that 
had infe&ed it, and deprived the public treafury of the 
refponfions of the fchifmatical commanders ; that even 
the commanders who continued fubjeft to his authori- 
ty, were fcarce more exa<ft hi their duty to the order, 
and were Hill making ufe of one excufe or other to 
keep from paying that juft and neceflary tribute, and 
that they were afraid of prefling them on this article, 
for fear left the fpirit of avarice, that poflefied them, 
Ihould make them fancy it no difhonour, wLiift the 
fchilm ftiJl Kept up its head, to change (Ides under pre- 
tence of chufing the right one.' Clement Altered into 
his views, and agreed, that in luch a juncture there 
was no dealing with them, nor means of reclaiming 
them, but by gentle methods ; for which purpo e the 
pontiff, by his authority, called feveral chapters, one 
after another, at Valence and Avignon, and in the ci- 
ftellany ofEmpofta for Spain. 
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The grand matter preiided in all thefe attemblies, 
and laboured dill more effe&ually by bis example 
than he could by his di'couries, to revive a fpirit of 
union and charity in his knights. Several leemed real- 
ly concerned ; fome engaged to go away immediately 
for Rhodes ; others offered to pay the arrears of their 
refponfions. But as thefe fupplies were neither prelent 
nor confiderable enough, by reafon of the Ichifm in 
the order, and that Rhodes and Smyrna were equally 
threatened with a fiege byBajazet I. fultan of theTurks, 
the grand matter generoufly facrificed part of his great 
ettate to the fuccour of the order, and lent at different 
times, fhips loaden with arms and provifions to Rhodes 
and Smyrna, taking care in the fame manner to remit 
confiderable fums thither for paying the foldiers in their 
lervice. 

’Twas from the fame fpirit of piety, and perhaps 
f om a motive of penance and reftitution, that he em- 
ployed the great fortune he had acquired before his be- 
ing raifed to the grand matterfhip, in founding at Cap- 
fa and Rubulo in Arragon, a commandry for his knights, 
and a collegiate church of twelve prietts for the chap- 
lains of the order, annexing thereto for ever for their 
fubfittence, the manor of Exariel, and a moiety of the 
revenues of ihe cattle of S r . Peter. 

Brother Richard Caracciolo prior of Capua, 
whom pope Urban VI. by virtue of his own authori- 
ty, had nominated grand matter in Heredia’s ftead, 
deftrous of imitating this liberality of his, founded, at 
his own cxpence, a famous monattery of religious ladies 
of the order, in the city of Florence, by the title of 
the nuns of St John. 

Dame Perrere Viviani was the firtt commandrefs 
of this convent ; and no young lady could be admit- 
ted into it till ftie had firtt produced proofs of her 
noble deicent, which were to be examined by the 
prior of P’ r a, under the direction of the grand ma- 
tter. Caracciolo enjoyed that title with refpefl to T- 
tah and England during his life ; but upon his death, 
Boniface IX. who, during the fchifm, had fucceeded 

to 
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to Urban VI. foreleeing that if he fhould provide him 
a fuccefTor, he would never be owned by the found- 
ed part of the order, for t heir grand mafter, to Here- 
dia’s prejudice ; contented him! elf, as if the grand 
mafterfhip had been vacant, with difbofing only of 
the title of lieutenant to brother Boniface of Cara- 
niandre, his own relation. But excepting Italy and 
England, as was before oblerved, the whole order 
adhered inviolably to the grand mailer, 
whole great qualities commanded their re- March 
lpe< 5 l and reverence. This prince died that 1396. 
very year at Avignon, in a very old age, 
alter having governed his order ninteen years and 
eight months. His body was carried to the chinch 
of Capfa, which he himlclf had founded, and became 
afterwards the head of a bailiwick. 

In his private life he diftinguifhed himfelf as much 
in the quality of a great captain, as in that of a skil- 
ful courtier ; was grafping at wealth and honours, 
and facrificing every thing in order to raife his family ; 
and purchafed in his fon John Ferdinand d’Heredia’s 
name, the caftles and lands of Mora and Valbonne, 
feverai other manors, and among the reil the county 
of Fuente, which his defendants enjoy at this day. 
But after he arrived at the grand mafterfhip, he be- 
came difinterefted, liberal and magnificent, zealous 
for the iupport of difeipline, and efpecially for the 
defence of the rights and privileges of the order, which 
he had formerly fo openly violated, in order to ag- 
grandize himfelf. We have fbme excellent la vs, 
or rather wife ordinances, ir.ftituted by him, ftiil 
preferved in the hook of ftatutes, which fhew his zeal 
and great capacity in government. He had learned 
from his own faults, of which ambition was the 
fource, how to prevent thole of his fucceflbrs. From 
the time that he became grand mafter, he was, as we 
may lay, another man ; and it were to be wifhed, 
either that he had never entered into the order, or 
that the condition of human nature would have al- 
lowed him to have always continued in the govern* 
meat of it. 
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BOOK VI. 

W HEN the news of the grand mailer Heredia’s 
death arrived at Rhodes, the knights that were 
then in the bland afTembled in a body to provide him a 
fucceffor. Their choice fell upon bro- 
Philebert' ther Philebert de Naillac, grand prior 
DE Nail lac. of Aquitain, a gentleman equally e- 
1397. fteemed for bis wiltlom and valour. 

The order indeed, during the fchifm, 
which divided it as well as the whole Chriftian church, 
flood in need of a chief of his conlummate prudence ; 
nor was he Ids lerviceable to it in the wars it was af- 
terwards obliged to maintain againft moft of the ca£ 
tern princes. 

Scarce had the new prince of Rhodes taken polled 
Con of his dignity, when he was folliuted to enter in- 
to 
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to *a league againft Bajazet the fii ft of the name, and 
fifth tultan of the race of the Ottoman Turks*, who 
threatened H-ngiry with a cruel invafion. Sigifmond, 
of the houfe of Luxemburg, and (on to the emperor 
Charles IV. was then upon the throne of that kingdom 
in right of queen Mary his wife, a prince, whom ad- 
verfity and the various dilgraces he had palled through 
in his youth, had rendered very skilful in the arts of 
government, but he was a much better politician than 
a general. The ravages which the Turks made alrnoft: 
every year on the frontiers of his territories, obliged 
him to make application to the pope for fuccours. The 
pontiff, for that purpole, formed a powerful league 
againft the infidels, in which he engaged Charles VI. 
king of France, Philip the Hardy, duke of Burgundy, 
the republic of Venice, and the knights of Rhodes. 
Manuel, emperor of Conftantinople, defired to be com- 
prehended in it ; and feveral petty Chriftian princes, as 
well Latins as Greeks, fued for the fame favour, but 
very little luccour came from their fide ; and. their v 
names were of no other ufe than to increale the num- 
ber of fignatures that were put at the bottom of this fa- 
mous treaty. Charles VI. alone furniftied more troops 
than all the other allies put together. They pretend 
that there went out of France, upon this expedition, 
above a thouland knights with banners, or cheiftains of 
companies, and more than a thouland elquires, who 
generoufly abandoned their country in a warmth of 
zeal to fignalize their courage againft Bajazet. 

That infidel prince was the fon of Amurath I. 
v/hom'a Have of Lazarus, Defpot ofServia b , 
ftabbed in the mid ft of his guards, to revenge - 1383. 
the death of his mafter, whom the barbarous 
fultan had taken in an engagement, and caufed to be 
firangled in his preienceL Bajazet, before the news of 
his father’s death became public, obliged a lecretary 
of ftate to write a letter in his father’s name to prince 
Q_3 Giacup 
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Giactip his brother, to come immediately to him. Th& 
unfortunate prince, having no notion of the cruel defti-- 
ny that was to befall him there, came to Adrianople, 
where Bajazet, to get rid of a rival in the empire, or- 
dered him to be ftrangled with a bow-ftring, a fatal in* 
ftrument, which molt of his fucceffors, out of a pre- 
tended fcruple of fhedding blood fo precious as that of 
the Ottoman race, have generally made ufe of to difi 
patch the princes of their family. 

Bajazet, freed from a competitor, applied himfelf 
to fecure the dominions left him by his father, and en- 
large thefa by new conquefts. He was a prince full 
of fire, of a courage equal to his ambition, warm, bold, 
and enterprizing ; always on horfeback and in the 
field, thirfting after the blood of his enemies, and pro- 
digal of that of his own foldiers. He looked upon the 
art of making one’s felf feared, as the fureft rule in po- 
litics*. Hefirft fell upon Bulgaria, and the fovereign 
of the country falling by the fate of war into his hands, 
he caufed him to be immediately ftrangled. He next 
ravaged Bofnia and Croatia, carrying off more captives 
than he left inhabitants. Macedonia was not exempt- 
ed from the fury of his incurfions ; and he fell down 
from thence upon the Morea, reduced part of it, and 
on the fide of Conftantinople, forced his way through 
to the very walls of the city. He would willingly 
have befieged it in form, but not having a number of 
forces fufficient for fo great an enterprize, he only 
blocked up that capital of the Greek empire, with leve- 
ral detachments of troops, which he polled in different 
quarters about it. 

He went to finifh in Afia, the campaign he had be- 
gun fo fuccefsfiil’y in Europe. Paffing the Hellefpont, 
he over-ran Cappadocia and Phrygia, with the fame ra- 
pidity, and without diftinguifhing the princes of his 
own, from thofe of the Chriftian religion. He attacked 
Aladin, fultan of Cilicia, but finding too much refif- 
tance on that fide, he turned his arms againft lome pet- 
ty 
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ty princes of the Turcomans, of the old Selgeucidian 
race, called Ethein-Sarkhan-Mendez-Teko, and Me- 
tin, who were pofleffed of different diftriCis of Anatolia, 
and plundered them of their dominions. Could he but 
made himlelf matter of their perfons with the fame fa- 
cility, he would have given them no better treatment 
than he did the king of Bulgaria: but thofe princes 
knowing his bloody temper, took a feafonable refuge 
at the court of Tamerlane, the great Cham of Tartary, 
another conqueror, who had reduced Peifia, Mefopota- 
niia, and a great part of Syria. 

Bajazet, after thefe expeditions, left prince Or- 
togules his fon, in Alia, at Burfa, the capital of his do- 
minions, to fhew his fubjefts at once the authority of 
his own reign, and the expectations of his fuccettbrs. 
He returned afterwards into Europe, and fixed his re- 
(idence at Adrianople, from whence he ravaged Atiica 
and ThefTaly, conquered part of Macedonia, defeated 
the prince of Wallachia, and forced him to fubmi t to 
pay him tribute. The rapidity of his incurfions al- 
lowed no time to oppofe them, which gained him he 
firname of Ilderim, i. e. thethunde'r or the florin. A 
final! body of his troops, detached from the body of 
his army, advancing on the fide of Delphos, Theude- 
linda, the widow of Don Louis Davalos, 
whofe predecefiors had feized on that little 13 94. 
ftate, fearing to be befieged by that conque- 
ror, went out to vifit him at a diflance, and in his camp 
made him magnificent prelents, and prefented him her 
daughter, who palfed for one of the greatefl beauties 
ofthe eaft. The charms of the young princefs difarm- 
ed Bajazet, who valued this conqueft more than he did 
that of Delphos, He left Theudelinda miftrefs of it, 
and brought away her daughter with him in exchange. 
At the end of the campaign he ravaged the frontiers of 
Hungary, deftroying all before him with fire and fword. 
They fay, that as he retired, he lent back fome pri- 
foners to Sigifmond, charging them to tell that prince, 
by way of an infulting threat, that he would return the 
iiext fpring to vifit him; and when he had drove hirp 
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out of his dominions, would pafs into Italy, as far a* 
Rome ; would plant his ftandards 011 the top of }hc ca^ 
pitol, and feed his horfe with oats upon the very altar 
of St. Peter. 

The pope, alarmed with thefe threats, publiflied a 
fort of crulade again ft that Infidel prince, which was 
the occafion of the league above mentioned. The 
Greek emperor, the Venetians, and the knights of 
Rhodes, put a ftrong fleet to (ea, under the command 
of the noble Thomas Mocenigo, who lay off the mouth 
of the Danube all the campaign, whilft the king of 
Hungary made all the nobility and gentry of his coun- 
try, as well as the militia of the nation, take the field, 
France alone, as we have already observed, furmfhed 
more regular troops than all the other allies together j 
and when they were ready to march, the king gave the 
command of that body to Jobth count of Nevers, eldeft 
fon to the duke of Burgundy. Philip d’Artois, a lord 
of the blood % as the ftile was at that time, and con- 
ftable of the kingdom, went with that young prince ; 
and there were in the fame army the count de la Marche, 
Henry and Philip de Bar, all three related to the king ; 
John deVienne, admiral of France, the marfhal de B011- 
cicault, the fire de Coucy, one of the moft confider- 
able lords of the kingdom, and yet more diftinguifhed 
by his admirable valour than his riches ; Guy 
i;^7. de la Tremouille, the Jeigniors of Koye, St, 
Paul, Montorel and Sampi, and in a manner 
all the moft illuftiious youth of France, who were in- 
flamed with an eager defire of coming to an engage- 
ment with the infidels. 

This French crufade marched through Germany, 
and as they pafled through Bavaria and Auftria, were 
joined by brother Frederic, count ofZollern, grand pri- 
or of Germany, at the head of the knights of his nati- 
on. All thefe troops came into Hungary about the 
fame time that the grand mafter arrived there from 
Rhodes, followed by the principal commanders, and a 
great number of knights of his order. Sigifmond, who 
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knew their valour, declared that he would fight at t’heir. 
head, lodged them in his own quarter, and kept the 
grand mafter near his perfon. 

Bajazet was at this time in Anatolia, tho' others 
fay he was encamped near Conftaminople, his troops 
continuing the blockade of that place ; and though he 
was informed of the mighty luccours arrived in Hun- 
gary, yet he made no motion at all ; whether he con- 
fided in the valour of the governors, whom he had put 
in the principal places of his frontiers, or would allow 
time for the impetuofity of the French to cool, or per- 
haps flattered himfelf that jealoufy and diffentions 
would not fail to break out foon in fo vaft a body a $ 
the Chriflian army, compofed of different nations; and 
that the change of air and diet, and the difficulty of 
getting provillons, might occafion ficknels in the camp; 
in fine, whatever were his motives, he like -a wife 
prince, refolved at fhft to try what time would produce 
in his favour. The only precaution he 100k was to 
keep the Chriftians from knowing any thing of his 
march, and whether he was (fill in Europe cv Alia. The 
allies having no news of him, paffied the Danube, en- 
tered Bulgaria, took fome little places, and on a parti- 
cular occafion, a party confiding only of French, and 
commanded by the fire de Coucy, cut to pieces the 
troops which the fultan had left in the country, who 
had advanced to difturb the Chriftians in their forag- 
ing. This trifling advantage, the number and valour 
of the Chriflian troops, the facility they had afterwards 
in fending out the parties on all fides, fluffed up the lol- 
diery with prefumption ; the very generals were infec- 
ted with that dangerous poifon of a too favourable for- 
tune, and Bajazet was not talked of but with con- 
tempt. 

They faid that he was lurking in the farther part 
ofAfia; the marfhal de Boucicault maintained in 
council that he durfl not pals the Hellespont ; and an 
Hungarian hiftorian relates*, that Sigifmond feeing him- 
felf at the head of an hundred thouland men, of which 
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flxty thoufand were horle, mod: of them men of arm*/ 
bragged that he would not only drive the Turks out 
of Europe, but that if the (Icy Ihould fall, his foldiers 
were numerous enough to bear it up with the points of 
their lances. 

This confidence, rafli in it (elf, and ever dangerous 
in the event, made him undertake the (iege of Nicopo* 
lis, a drong place, defended by a numerous garrifon, 
commanded by Dogamberg, one ofBajazet’s principal 
captains. ThisTurkifh officer foon made the Chridi- 
ans fenlible, by his frequent lallies, that it was much 
caller to ravage the open country, than to take a place, 
the government of which had been put into his hands ; 
there were frelh combats every day, and the Chridiana 
did not gain an inch of ground but what cod them the 
lives of their braved foldiers. This vigorous refidance 
weakened the army of the allies considerably, whillt 
luxury and debauchery, two enemies yet more dange- 
rous than the Turks, infe&ed all the camp, which, by 
the young gentry, was made a place of public profti- 
tution. It looked as if they thought the pious motive 
of their expedition was a fufficient difpentation to au- 
thorile their violating with impunity the mod elTential 
obligations of Chridianity a . The French efpecially 
paded whole days with common proditutes, and ill 
pleafures as fcandalous as they were eafy to be obtain- 
ed. The foldiery, by their example, drowned them* 
felves as it were in wine, and their drunkennels could 
not even be moderated by their indigence; they palfed 
away every moment like (o many bacchanals, which 
fcandalized even the very Turks, as well as the Chrif- 
tians that inhabited the country. This loofenefs in mi- 
litary dilcipline, and the little care taken by the com- 
manders to fend out parties for intelligence, allowed i 
Bajazet time to advance with great fecrecy to the fuc- 
cour of the place Bedeged ; he was but a day's march 
off when the Chridians believed him dill in Ana- 
tolia. Some foldiers that had draggled out for pil- 
lage were the fird that brought the account that the ful* 
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tan was within fix leagues of the camp ; they were 
eager to carry the firft intelligence of it to the generals. 
Marfhal de Boucicault, Hill ridiculoufly pofiefted with 
his firft notion, and that the Turks durft not venture 
a battle, rejected the advice brought with great con- 
tempt, and turning to thole marauders, i< You rafeals, 
“ fays he, you fhall dearly repent putting the camp in 
g( alarm with your falfe news*.” He went fo far as 
to threaten cutting off their ears ; but he was loon un- 
deceived of his fatal prepoftelfion ; and they law the 
van of the enemy’s army appear, advancing in good 
order, and drawing up in battle array in the plain. 

To this excefsof confidence, fucceeded furprile, tu- 
mult and confufiion, in the Chriftian camp. The count 
of Nevers, who did not think that the Turks could, 
with their javelins and feymitars, refill the lances and 
* fwords of the French, made his cavalry mount on 
horftback. He pretended to have the poll of honour 
in the field of battle, and infilled on making the firft 
charge upon the infidels ; but the king ofHungary re- 
prefented to him, that that great multitude of Turks, 
which covered the neighbouring plains, were only mi- 
litia and peasants, forrily armed, that had been brought 
out of Alia in chains, and dragged to the war by force; 
and that it was the general cuftom of the infidels to 
put a great body of theft fellows before them, and ex- 
poft them to the firft fury of their enemies only to fa- 
tigue them that afterwards they might, with the frelh 
and regular troops, which they had in relerve, make 
their advantages of the dilorder and motions that would 
inevitably happen in the beginning of an engagement; 
that the Hungarians, in imitation of their pra<5tice b , u- 
fually oppoftd this fort of enemies with militia of a 
like nature, of whom they made as little account ; 
that he earneflly belought him to permit his infantrv 
to Hand the firft Ihock of the infidels ; that his cavalry 
might afterwards, with their lances, open and pierce 
through the thkkeft battalions of the Janizaries ; that 
he would fuftain his attack with the grand mailer at 

the 

* Hill. Anon. 1 . 16. c. 11, 1 Id. ibid. c. 11. 


iSo Hi/lory of ths Knights of Malta. 

the head of his knights, and the gentry of his owti 
kingdom ; and that after all, he defired him to re- 
member that the honour and glory of a battle did not 
Co much con lid in the firft onfet, as in the lad attack, 
which put an end to the engagement, and decided the 
victory* 

The count of Nevers adembling his council, to give 
an anfwer to this reprefentation, addrelTed himfelf Erft 
to the fire de Coucy, whole advice the duke of Burgun- 
dy his father, had, at parting, recommended to him to 
follow. That lord, conftdering the experience which 
they had in Hungary, of the manner in which the 
Turks drew up their troops in battle, approved the 
order and difpofition propoied by the king of Hungary, 
and fupported bis opinion by laying, that it would be 
impofhble for the militia of that kingdom to give back 
when fuftained by the Fiench cavalry. The admiral 
John de Vienne, an old captain, was of the lame opi- 
nion ; but the conftable and marfhal de Boucicault be- 
ing piqued that the prince had addrelTed himfelf to the 
fire de Coucy, before be asked their fentiments, declar- 
ed that it would, be fcandalous for the French nation 
to march after the Hungarian foot ; and that they were 
not come lo far to let themfelves be preceded by a 
crowd of lorry peasants and militia, more ufed to run 
away than to hand their ground. All the young men, 
inveigled by this difeourfe, and hurried away by a 
miftaken emulation of glory, brought over the count 
of Nevers by their clamours into the fame ientiment. 
The prince therefore notified to the king of Hungary, 
that the French could not yield the poll of honour in 
battle to any nation. He ordered his cavalry imme- 
diately to mount on liorfeback, but before they drew 
their {'words againlt the enemy* thefe violent and hot- 
headed young men put them to an ufe that was un- 
worthy of the name ofChriftians as well as of French- 
men. Thefe knights, under pretence that the prifon- 
ers which they had taken in feveral occafions might 
embarrafs them in the a&ion, maffacred them all in 
cold blood, without any regard to the faith and pro- 
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mi fe they had given them of laving their lives, upon, 
paying the ranfom agreed on between them. 

They afterwards gave the fignal of battle; the 
French going on to charge, found themfelves flopped 
at firfl by a pallifado, and leveral rows of piles fharpen- 
ed at the end, which embarrafled the cavalry, and 
hindered them from marching dole together, and in 
good order. There was a neceflity of difmounting, to 
force and remove this obflacle, which, when they had 
done, the men of arms mounted again on horfeback, 
and fell upon the Turkilh infantry pofled over againft 
them ; meeting firft in their way the great body of 
militia, which made very little refiftance, as the king of 
Hungary had foretold. Thofe peafants, who did not 
merit the name of foldiers, fufFered themfelves to be 
cut to pieces, or fought their fafety by flight. The 
Janizaries or Turkifh infantry, compoled of regular 
troops, fhewed more courage and relolution. They 
fought with a valour no way inferior to that of the 
French ; the fight was long and obftinate ; at lafl the 
French lances open a way into the thickeft battalions 
of the enemies .* the Turks keep their ground no long- 
er : every thing that appears to make head is pufhed 
back, beaten down, and hemmed round ; terror feizes 
every quarter, and fafety is to be found no where ; 
and thofe formidable janizaries, after lofi g above 
ten thoufand men, were forced to retire behind a 
great body of cavalry that advanced to their fuc- 
cour a . 

This was a fort of a fecond engagement which the 
French were forced to come to with the infidels. The 
Turkifh cavalry advanced with a large f ont. The 
Chriftians, to prevent being furrounded, extended 
themfelves in a long line, and without keeping their 
ranks duly, or taking any orders butflom their own 
courage ; every man of arms, as if the vidiory had de- 
pended on his Angle valour, threw himfelf in among 
the Turks with fo reiolute a courage, that nothing 
Vol. II. K could 
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could rcfift their impetuofity. The Hungarians, wha 
feemed only come to be (pe&ators of the battle, and 
the infidels themfelves could not ceafe admiring a bra- 
very that teemed fuperior to the ordinary force of na- 
ture. Five thoufand Turks fell in this (econd engage- 
ment ; and the French would have ended the day vic- 
torious, and covered with glory, had notthe fire of thole 
young men hurried them on to the purfuit of the re- 
mainder of that cavalry, which had retired to a neigh- 
bouring hill. 

In vain d'd the chief commanders, and particularly 
the lieur de Coney, and admiral de Vienne advile them 
to 1 < t the infidels fly, or at lead to luffer th.mfelves to 
take breath, and form their fquadrons anew whiift the 
Hungarians advanced. All the young gentlemen about 
the count of Nevers, crying out, that it was cowardly to 
let their enemies elcape, pufhed on immediately, and 
without keeping any order, or letting their horfes 
take breath, galloped away to a great diftance from the 
body of the army, and mounted the rifing ground where 
they thought to have found the broken remains of the 
Turkifh army. 

But what was their furprife, when in their (lead, 
they difeovered a new army, compofed of forty thou- 
fand ho?(e, the flower of Bajazet’s troops ? The fultan 
was yoftedin the middle of that grove of lances, as in 
a citadel, in order to take his mealures as events might 
happen. - The foldiers dart at the fight, and are 
daunted ; they even fufpetd their firft advantages ; the 
certainty of vanquiftiinp, which may be called the firft 
earned of victory, vanilhes at once, and fear and ter- 
ror loon liicceed to a rafii confidence. Thele heroes, 
who like lit ns, make the Turks tremble before them, 
fays the anonymous author of St. Denis, u became 
* s more daftardly than hares.” the whole body breaks, 
and every one flies for the fafety of his own life. 
Bajazet’s cavalry cuts off their retreat : the greateft 
part of the French was cut in pieces, and no lefs than 
ihree-ihoufand of them taken pri foners, among whom 

were 
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were the count of Nevers, the count de la Marche, 
the prince of Bar, Boucicault the conftable, and En- 
guerrand de Coucy. The admiral de Vienne feeing all 
loll, made a motion to fave him. elf, when immediate- 
ly calling to mind what he owed to his glory, and 
turning about to ten or a dozen horlemen that (luck to 
him a . u God forbid, my companions, fays he to 
u them, that we fhould fully our reputation for the 
€i raving a poor remainder of life; we malt try fate 
u by a noble defence, or die here in the bed of ho- 
“ nour.” His words were Icarce lpoke,when he charg- 
ed the infidels, pierced feveral times into their fqua- 
droris, and af er firft feeing his companions fall, oppref- 
fed with the number of their enemies, he himielf, cover- 
ed over with wounds, expired on the very fpot where 
he was fighting. 

The Turks having broke this great body of French, 
marched with all the confidence that the beginning of 
a victory infpires, ftraight againfl the. Hungarians, who 
were encamped along the banks of the Danube. Their 
infantry, which was only compofed of militia, as we 
have obferved, terrified at the defeat of their allies, did 
mot wait the coming up of the enemy, but broke and fell 
back upon their own cavalry, filling all with terror and 
confufion ; fo that it was a general rout rather than an 
engagmenton thisoccafion. Such ofthe gentry of that na- 
tion, and the knights of Rhodes that furvived, rallied 
about the king and the grand matter : and tho* they 
faw their ruin was inevitable, by realon of the prodigious 
number of Turks that furrounded them, no body dif- 
honoured himfelf fo far as to endeavour tofave his own 
life by flight ; they all flood their ground, and fought 
with a bravery worthy of a better fate. The greateft 
part of thefe gallant gentry, and a great number ofthe 
knights, died on the fpot they fought on . The king and 
the grand matter would have fhared the fame fate, if 
in the'diforder of fo general a rout they had not by 
chance found a fifherman’s boat by the river fide : this 
R 2 they 
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they got into, and in fpite of a fhower of Arrows which 
thofe barbarians let fly at them, put off from the fhore, 
and letting the in (elves drive with the current, got to 
the mouth of the river, from whence they di/covered 
the Chriflian flee! that was riding near it. The king 
and the grand matter, overwhelmed with grief, went 
on board one of the gallies of the order, which carri- 
ed them fafe to Rhodes. The king, notwithstanding 
the lofs of lo many knights, was received there, if not 
Avith joy, yet at leaft with all the refpedh due to his 
birth and dignity. There are other hittorians who 
pretend that hettopped on the coaft of Dalmatia 

The day after the battle, Bajazet ordered his pri- 
foners to be brought and mafTacred in his prefence, by- 
way of reprifal for the Turkifh pri loners which the 
Chrittians, before the battle begun, had facrificed to a 
ill a me ful precaution. The fultan, whole avarice ferv- 
id for a coun.erpoife to his cruelty, exempted the 
count of Nevers and twenty five of the principal nobili- 
ty out of the general mattacre, in hopes of having a 
great ranfom for them; and the money being come 
from France, when the count de Nevers went to take 
leave of him, “ 1 do not require thee, fays BAjazet to 
“ him with an haughty air, to take' the mod: lolemn 
<e oath never to fight againft me, as I might 
1590?. “ force thee to do ; on the contrary, if 

thou haft any fenfe of honour, I entreat 

thee to take the field as foon as thou canft, and 
' £ to affemble ail the forces of Chriftendom: thou 
c< canft not do me a more fenfiblc pleafure, than by 
u furnifhing me with new occafions of acquiring 
u glory.” 

The fultan, after fo glorious a vi&ory over the La- 
tin Chrittians, turned his arms againft the Greeks, his' 
troops over-running the Morea, and deftroying all be- 
fore them with fire and fword. He afterwards called in 
all his detachments, and joining them in one body, ad- 
vanced towards Conftantinople,and changed the bloc- 
kade of it into a regular fiege. The emperor Manuel, 

terrific 
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terrified at feeing fo formidable an enemy before his 
walls, begged for fuccours of all Chridian princes ; 
but the different wars which then cbdraded Europe, 
did not allow him to expert any immediate relief ; and 
befides, the lofs of the battle of Nicopolis, and the 
tears that were dill dreaming for the death of fo many 
noble lords as had perifhed there, had cooled the zeal 
of the principal nobility and gentry. The Greek em- 
peror therefore faw himfelf reduced to have recourfe to 
Tamerlane the great chant of Tartary. He lent em- 
baffadors to him with rich prefents, entreating him to 
life the power of his arms, or at lead to interpole his- 
good offices, in order to put a dop to the enterprifes of 
an ambitious prince, who, without any didindion of 
religion, was for enflaving all the fovereigns that were 
in the neighbourhood of his dominions. 

Whilst this great affair was treating at Tamer- 
lane’s court, Thomas Palasologus, defpot of the Morea, 
and brother to theGreek emperor, confidering that great 
potentates never affid little ones gratis , laid no drefs 
upon thatembafly : he therefore retired to 
Rhodes, from whence the king of Hungary 1 399. 
was jud gone, to return into his own domini- 
ons. The Greek prince was received full as honour- 
ably as the king of Hungary, in an ifland which 
ferved at that time for a refuge to all Chridian princes 
that were perfecuted by the infidels. Palaeologus, dif- 
fident of bis ownftrength. and perhaps of his courage, 
fold the Morea to the order of St. John a , and agreed 
with the grand mader and council, to deliver up to 
them Corinth, Sparta, and the principal towns of 
that great province : he received the price dipulated 
for them, partly in money, and the red in jewels. 

The commiffaries of the order embarked immedi- 
ately in order to take poffeffion of the province ; they 
were received with great joy by the magiftrates and 
inhabitants of Corinth, who thought them.'ehes, un- 
der the protedion of the knights of fthodes, fufficient- 
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ly fecured for the future from the incurfions of the 
Turks. 

But the inhabitants of Sparta a&ed very different- 
ly. The bifhop of that city, who followed the Greek 
ritual, and was confequently an enemy to the Latins, 
not queftioning but the order would, as foon as they 
were mailers of rhe place, put a Latin bifhop into his 
epifcopal fee, called all the citizens together, and repre- 
fented to them the misfortune they were going to be 
expoled to by fubmitting to the power of the Latins, 
in fo warm and moving terms, that all the inhabitants 
by concert fent a deputation to the commilfaries of 
Rhodes, to tell them, that they were refolved not to 
admit them into their city; and that if they offered to 
come near it, they fhould be treated as enemies ; fo 
that thecommiffaries not having forces enough to make 
themfelves be obeyed, refolved to return back to 
Rhodes. 

The defpot being naturally inconflant, and finding 
it hard, after he had reigned as a fovereign, to recon- 
cile himfelf to the condition of a private man, gave 
back part of the money, went from Rhodes, and re- 
turned to Sparta, where he was received with great 
joy by his fubjedts, who affured him that he fhould 
find the fame obedience from them, and the fame fide- 
lity that he had experienced for fo many years, provid- 
ed he would not treat with the Latins, nor admit any 
of ^hem into the government ; fo great and fo impla- 
cable was thataverGon which theGreek bifhops hadin- 
fpired into their people, againft every body that ac- 
knowledged the authority of the pope; and I don’t 
know whether they would not have fubmitted to the 
government of the Turks, rather than to that of any. 
Chrillian prince whatever, in the communion of the 
church of Rome. 

The order had a great deal of trouble in getting 
back from the Greek prince the refl of the money, 
which they had given him. Raimond de PEfloure, 
prior of Tholoule, Elias du FofTe, commander of St. 
Maxence, and Peter of Beaufremont, the grand hof- 
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pitaller, made feveral voyages into the Morea on that 
account. At laft this affair was terminated by brother 
Louis d’Allemagne, commander of Naples, a knight 
of an infinualing temper, and a very able negotiator ; 
and by the treaty made with Palseologus, it was ftipu- 
lated, that the order of St. John fhould deliver back 
to him the town of Corinth, and he fliouldgive in ex- 
change the county of Soleil,\vith the barony of Zetonne, 
befides 46500 ducats, which he was to pay back of the 
money he had received at Rhodes, and of which he 
paid 22000 down. 

Bajazet in the mean time carried On the fiege of 
Conftantinople with vigour, defigning to make it the 
capital of his empire, and would at laft have taken it, 
had not Tamerlane, the great cham of the oriental 
Tartars, at the Pollicitation of the Greek embaffadors, 
and the entreaties of the petty princes of Anatolia, 
whomBajazet had plundered of their territories, advanced 
to put a itop to the progrefsof a prince who Teemed in- 
clined to put no bounds to his ambition and conquefts. 
’Tis more than probable, that the Mogul or Tartar 
prince engaged in this war, not io much out of a prin- 
ciple of compaffion, rarely to be met with in princes, as 
out of jealoufy againft a neighbour who was grown too 
powerful. 

Whatever be the motives, with which princes u- 
fually let off their manifefto’s, Tamerlane made ule of 
none but what were noble and generous, and he fent 
an embaflador to Bajazet, to demand of him the re- 
eftablifhment of the petty princes that had taken refuge 
at his court, and that he would at the fame time raiie 
his fiege from before Conftantinople. The embafiTador 
prefented him likewile in his mailer’s name with a 
magnificent veil ; but as in the eaft, prefents of that 
lort are never made but to inferiors, Bajazet, the 
proudeft mortal living, rejected it with difdain. When 
he mentioned Tameilane, he treated him as a loldier 
of fortune, and a captain of a band of robbers, and 
ordered his embaffador to tell him, from him, that if 
he was daring enough to enter into his dominions, 

he 
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he knew how to make him repent Co raffi an enter- 
prife. 

There are Tome authors who pretend that Tamer- 
lane was only the Ton of a ffiepherd, or an herdfman. 
Some modern hiftorians, or rather tome modem tran- 
llators of old hiftorians, derive his defcent from a roy- 
al houfe among the Moguls of Zagathay. The Tarikh 
Montekh pretends, that he was delcended from Ging- 
kizkhan by the woman’s fide ; and yet he took upon 
himfelf at firft only the title of Emir, i.e. commander; 
to which, after he had conquered fome provinces, he 
only added that of Kurkhan, or the ally of princes ; 
which might incline one to think, that he did not at 
that time look upon himfelf as a prince. But fortune 
having railed him to the dignity of great cham, his ex- 
traction grew up in proportion to his power, and he at 
laft became too potent not to be defeended of royal 
blood. 

We are but little better informed of the religion of 
this prince, than we are of his birth. There are fome 
who fay, he was neither a Jew, a Chriftian, nor a 
Mahometan. Ahfneben-Arabfchach fays, that he ad- 
hered to the law of Ginghizkhan, and that his.religion 
had a greater affinity to the Chriftian, than to the Ma- 
hometan ; yet it looks as if from a political view he ac- 
commodated himfelf, at lead: as to the outward exer- 
cile, to the worfliip and religion of the greateft part of 
his fubjeCls, who were Mahometans ; the reft was in- 
different' enough to him, and contenting himlelf, as 
Ginghizkhan did, to adore a firft being, and one 
God alone, he very freely left him the care of his own 
glory, and the eftabliffiment of his law. 

Whatever was the cafe as to the birth and religi- 
on of Tamerlane, the Arabian Alhacen, in the hiftory 
or romance of his conquefts, pretends that this prince 
or chieftain of the Moguls, at the head of a numerous 
army, firft reduced under his empire, falling upon ’em 
fucceffively one after another, all the Tartar princes 
that poffeffed the north of Afia ; that he gained viefto- 
j res over the Mufcovite, and afterwards fubdued Per- 
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fia, Melbpotamia and Syria ; that he made the fultan 
of Egypt tributary to him ; that ibme monarchs of the 
Indies were obliged to take an oath of fidelity to him ; 
and that China itfelf, or at leaft the nothern part of 
that vaft empire, owned him for its fovereign ; fo that 
during the whole coitrfe of his life, a victory ferved on- 
ly to open a frefh occafion for a new war : and if wc 
may believe Alhacen, the whole world was attentive, 
and turned its eyes upon his enterprizes, which be- 
came, fays he, the greatefl fpectacle of the whole 
univerfe. This famous Tartar had a flern look, 
iquinting eyes, a lowring countenance, and a terrible 
and menacing air, that broke out in all his a<5f ons. 

Such was the greatefl of all the fuccefTors of Ging- 
hiskhan, and the fecond hero of the ancient Mogul 
Tartars. But without adopting all the fables pubhfh- 
cd about him, kis certain that he was a great captain, 
a native of Zagathay, who by his valour railed him- 
lelf to a prodigious fortune, and by his activity, cou- 
rage, and admirable difcipllne, made himfelf the ter- 
ror of all his neighbours. He was otherwife cruel and 
bloody in his temper, and it was his ufual faying *, 
u That a monarch was never fafe, if the foot of his 
ie throne did not fwiin in blood a maxim worthy of 
a Tartar, and which he never deviated from during the 
whole courfe of his reign. 

This barbarous prince, upon receiving BajazetY 
anfwer, took the field at the head of 800,000 men, 
that followed him, and were commanded, under him, 
by the princes his fons, and by other princes his tri- 
butaries : But the abfolute power which he exercifed 
indifferently over both, funk them to the level of the 
meaneft officers, and all of them were equally fub- 
miffive to the power and majefty of this dreadful mo- 
narch. 

No fboner had he declared war againfl Bajazet, but 
be attacked Sebafte or Siuvas, a city of Cappadocia, 
Ortogules, a young prince, full of fire and courage, 

had 
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had thrown himfelf into the place, in order to fignalize 
his valour, in hopes of (lopping the Tartar’s progrefs,. 
and givingtiineto the fultan his father, to advance tohis 
relief: but notwithftanding the valour of the prince, 
and all the bravery (hewn by the garrifon in its de- 
fence, nothing could refill the violence of the attacks 
of Tamerlane. The place was carried by florm ; the 
foldiers, and all perfons capable of bearing arms, were 
put to the fword, the women and maidens, the chil- 
dren and the old men, were all carried out of the town 
into a plain, where they were mallacred, without di- 
(Vmftion of age or fex. The city was afterwards raz- 
ed to the ground, and the Tartar, who never reckon- 
ed clemency and generofity among the virtues, cauled 
the Ion of his enemy to be beheaded. 

Bajazet, whofe conflant profperity rendered the 
infults of fortune more infupportable to him, abandon- 
ed himfelf to a violent grief when he heard the fatal 
news. He loved his fon tenderly, and took pleafure in 
feeing the feeds of ambition and glory, which he had 
infpired him with, take root and grow up in the heart 
of the young prince. A death (o unworthy of his rank 
and birth, threw him into inexpreflible tranfports of 
rage : he (wore the dellrudlion of Tamerlane, and 
hurried away with the violent defire of a fpeedy ven- 
geance, without allowing himfelf time to raile a fuffi- 
cient body of troops to make head againft fo mighty 
an enemy, he railed the fiege of Conllantinople, 
palTed the Bofphorus, and advanced towards Phrygia. 

Historians relate a pafiage of him, viz. that as 
his army was on the march, he law a fhepherd upon a 
neighbouring hill, who lecured by his poverty from 
the rapacioufnels of the loldiery, was playing quietly 
upon his pipe. The- liiltan Hopped for fome moments 
to heai him, and being full of grief, and perhaps en- 
vying the condition of the poor man, “ Shepherd, fays 
“ he to him, I beg of thee let the burthen of thy fong 
“ be, for the future, to repeat thele words, Unhappy 
“ Bajazet, thou (halt fee no more thy dear fon Orto- 
« gules, nor thy city of Sebafte After this, he con- 
tinued 
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tinued his march, and met the Tartars near Angouri, 
or Ancyra, the capital of Galatia. He had icarce above 
S2COCO men in his army, moftof them natural 
Turks, without reckoning an hord of Tartarsthat ^99* 
inhabited beyond theEuxine andCafpian leas, command- 
ed by Mahmoudkhari, who had iniifted himfelf under 
Bajazet. Asthefultan had experienced the valour of the 
Treballians, before he had entirely fubdued them, he 
drew from them a body of foot, though contrary to 
their inclinations ; and fear and terror, the only bonds 
of flavery, forced them to expofe their lives to fupport 
the dominion of a prince, whom they looked upon as a 
tyrant over them. 

The battle was fought at the Foot of Mount Stella, 
and in the very plain where Pompey had formerly 
beat Mithridates. The (hock of the two armies was 
terrible, and the adtton very bloody : the Treballians 
diftingui filed themfelves by an extraordinary valour, 
victory began to declare itfelf in their favour, and they 
purfued the Tartars whom they had obliged to run a- 
way. Bajazet fearing that the heat ofr the action 
fnould carry them too far, fent them orders to return 
to their poll. They obeyed : Tamerlane rallied his 
troops, put him (elf at their head, and fhewed them at 
the fame time the retreat of the Treballians, reprefent- 
ing it to them as a downright flight. He gave orders 
to prince Saruch his fon, who commanded a wing of 
his army, to charge them, which he did, and after a 
bloody %ht, forced them in their turn to fly away. 
The Afiatick Turks terrified at their defeat, quitted 
their ranks without linking a blow ; and Bajazet found 
by experience, that in an engagement there was no 
making the leaft motion without danger, before fo able 
a general as Tamerlane. 

We have oblerved, that Bajazet had a great body 
ofTartars in his army. Thofe barbarians, bribed by 
their own countrymen, deferted the fultan’s party in 
the very height of the combat ; and their commander, 
to give the finifliing ftroke to his treachery, puriued 
the Turks in their rout, killed great numbers of them, 

took 
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took Bajazet pri foner, and prefented him to Tamer-* 
lane. 

There are very different accounts of the manner in 
which the Tartar received him. Some hiftorians fay, 
that heTeproached him with his pride, his cruelty, and. 
his prefumption ; “ Oughtell thou not to know, fays 
“ he to him, that none but the foils of the unfortunate 
“ dare refid our invincible power ?” Other writers 
pretend, on the contrary, that Tamerlane received 
him with great civility ; that he conducted him into 
his own tent, entertained him at his table, and to com- 
fort him under his afHidlion, difeourfed of nothing but 
the viciffitude and incondancy of fortune. Tfyey add, 
that he fent him an hunting equipage, either from a 
principle of companion, or elfe perhaps from con- 
tempt ; and that the haughty Tartar felt a pleafure 
in letting him know, that he thought him fitter to fol- 
low a pack of hounds, than be at the head of a great 
army. 

This at lead was the interpretation that Rajazet 
liimfelf put upon the myderious prelent of his enemy. 
That unfortunate prince, having no command over his 
refentment, and fceing eaten up witha furly melancholy, 
“ Tell Tamerlane, (replied he with an air of haughti- 
<e nefs, to the man who came from him with the pre- 
“ lent,) That he has afted very right, in inviting me to 
iC an exercile that hath always been the diverlion of 
i( princes, and is much fitter for Bajazet, who derives 
<( his birth from the great Amurath the fon of Or- 
<( chanes, than for a foldier of fortune, as he is, and a 
<e captain of a band of robbers.” 

Tamer lane loon refumed his true character, and 
provoked at fo outrageous an anfvver, gave orders that 
very moment for putting Bajazet without a faddle up- 
on an old horfe that had been uled to carry the bag- 
gage, and expofe him in that manner through the 
camp, to the jells and raillery of his loldiers ; which 
was immediately executed ; and at his return they 
brought the unhappy Bajazet back before his conquer- 
or, who asked him, with a fcornful Iheer, and in the 
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molt cutting terms, if that recreation was not likeways 
one of the pleafures with which his Lluftrious ancef- 
tors ufed to divert themfelves ? To thefe (harp invec- 
tives another outrage fucceeded, that pierced him to 
the very foul. 

Bajazet had married Miliera, or Mary, daughter 
to Eleazar defpot of Servia. The Turks called her 
Ucogli ; (he was the moft dear to him, and the bed: be- 
loved of all his wives. Tamerlane, who had taken 
this princefs in the town of Burfa, which he had re- 
duced juft before, caufed her robe to be cut fhorter 
than the knee, and in this condition, in a manner half 
naked, forced her to wait upon him at table, and (ill 
out his liquor in her husband’s prefence. Bajazet, who 
had no weapon left him but his tongue, diftra&ed 
with anger and indignation, and perhaps with jealou- 
fy, told him aloud, that (prung as he was from the 
dregs of the people, and from parents too obfeure to 
be known, he ought to be afhamed of trampling upon 
royal blood, and of being wanting in the regards due 
to a princefs whofe birth commanded refpetft from him. 

The Tartar only laughed at the impotent rage of 
his prifoner ; he carried him about afterwards in his 
train, loaden with chains; and they even pretend, that 
he caufed him to be (hut up in an iron cage like a wild 
beaft. Bajazet couid no longer fupport fuch a number 
of outrages ; and his misfortune was the greater, be- 
cau(e be had always been happy before. Some hifto- 
rians pretend, that life grooving infupportable to him, 
he, to put an end to it, knocked out his brains againft 
the bars of his cage. Other writers relate, that a (lave 
having infolently thrown him a ffli-bone, as he would 
have done to a dog, Bajazet, after having (harpened it 
with his teeth, made u(e of it to difpatch himfelf: o- 
thers, again, make him die of an apoplexy, as they were 
conducing him to Samarchand, the capital of Tamer- 
lane’s dominions. 

As all the defigns of that prince had ever tended 
to an impel ious fovereignty, he had no (ooner triumph- 
ed over the power and life of Bajazet, but he propof- 
Vol. II. S ed 
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ed to reduce all the other princes of Anatolia. Mod 
of them, thole efpecially who had implored his pro- 
tedlion againd Bajazet, were continually making their 
court to him ; but under the name of allies, they were 
little different from his other fub jells, and their chains 
were no lefs heavy Tor being gilt. There was none 
but the grand mafter of Rhodes and his knights, who, 
though eternal enemies to the Turks, would not yet 
crouch under the power of the Tartar ; this was the 
reafon which obliged him to declare war againd them. 
But as he had no fleet to tranfport his army crofs the 
lea, and befides, as the whole ifland of Rhodes was 
defended by badions, redoubts, towers and bulwarks, 
end leemed to make but one Angle fortreis, and to defy 
an attack on any fide, the Tartar choie rather to begin 
with Smyrna, a city inhabited by the knights, rich by 
its commerce, and having the convenience of a port, 
which in time might fupply him with fhips to tranf- 
port his troops into the ifle of Rhodes, and the other 
iflands in the Mediterranean and Archipelago, which 
he was delirous of conquering. 

The city of Smyrna, as we have already obferved, 
is fituated in that part of Ada which was peopled by 
the Greeks, and known antiently by the name of Io- 
nia, though fmee called, as it is at this day, Anatolia. 
The town was built like an amphitheatre, on the de- 
clivity of an hill that lay to the fouth-wed ; but from 
the middle up to the very top of this hill, npthingwas 
to be feen but ruins; the lower part was always well 
inhabited. Tn Tamerlane’s time there was a cadle 
which guarded and commanded the port. Brother 
John de Biandra, prior of Lombardy, when he took 
this fort, had put the arms of the church upon it. And 
though Clement Vi. who was at the head of the chiif- 
tian league, afliimed to himfelf the honour of this con- 
qued, yet Gregory XI. one of his fucceffors, weary 
of the charge of maintaining a gar n ion in it, granted 
the property of it to the knights of St. John, who un- 
dertook Ip defend it. 

'Tis 
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’Tis eafy to imagine, from what has been obferved 
in the courfe of this hi dory, what a vail expence the 
maintaining of this place, and the fortifications which 
they added to it, were to the order, they always keeping 
there a numerous garrifon, commanded by fome of the 
knights. The grand mailer feeing him (elf on the 
point of being attacked, either by Bajazet or Tamer- 
lane, according as fortune Ihould decide of their fate, 
lent brother William de Mine, the grand hofpitallerof 
the order, to command in Smyrna ; and he threw into 
the place at the fame time a fupply of ammunition and 
provifions, a body of rrefh troops to reinforce the gar- 
rifon, and a fum of money for the paying of them. 

Tamerlane, who knew that Smyrna was Hill 
Letter fortified by the number and valour of its defen- 
dantSjthan by its fortifications and height of its walls, 
in order to prevent the dangers and length of a fiege 
that might prove a very bloody one, made no other 
demand but what he thought neceiTary for his glory, 
infilling only as a point of honour, that the knight, 
who commanded in the place, fhould fuffer him to 
plant his llandard upon the towers; but the governor 
rejedled this proportion with indignation, there was 
no remedy left, but the fortune of war mull decide that 
of the place. Tamerlane, 51 incenied at the refufal, 
cauled it to be invefted ; his troops began their at- 
tack by filling up the ditches with earth, hurdles and 
fafeines, whilfl: their archers were plying thole that 
S 2 defend- 

a Hie etiam Tamerlanus Smyrnam tunc fortiflimum carts nm 
inGraecia, vicinum Turcorum dominio, quod erat hofpitaLs fandti 
Joannis Hierofolymitani, etiam ea tempeftate, vi deflruendo folo 
aequavit. Tamen quidam Cathalanus qui pro eodem hofpitali e- 
rat capitaneus, fi vexillum didti Tamerlani fuper To collocaie 
voluiffet, logatu cujufdem epifeopi chridiani, Tarr.erlanus lllud 
nullatenus deftruxifiet : fed quia didtus Cathalanus illud cum fa- 
du feu alias recufaret facere, didtus Tamerlanus hoc aegre ferens, 
et vim viribus accumulans, tandem didtum caftrum cepit et de- 
flruxit totaliter ; adeo quod etiam, ut ipfimet fratres didli hofp:- 
talis aiunt, cum centum millibus florenorum auri in datum prifti- 
num reduci non pofiet, Theodorici aNieni de Schilmate. L.v.2, 
cap. 30. 
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defended the walls, with (bowers of arrows. The 
knights made frequent failles to hinder their works 
from advancing ; there was every day fome skirmifh 
or other in which thole foldiers of Jefus Chrift ft rove 
v/iih emulation to flgnaiize their valour againft the in- 
fidels. 

The next thing Tamerlane had recourle to was 
that of undermining the walls : but the Chriftians 
throwing down great pieces of rock, large ftones, and 
beams of timber, crnihed the molt daring in ’ pieces, 
and hindered the reft from coming near the foot of the 
walls. The Tartar provoked at fo brave a refftance, 
and greater defigns calling for his prefence in other 
places, he relolved, in order to take the place with a 
greater expedition, to attempt a fealado. With this 
view he caufed a prodigious number of wooden towers 
to be built : they were a fort of walking machines, 
which the, befiegers pufhed upon wheels, and brought 
very near the walls. Chalcondilas, [peaking of this 
liege, lays, that Tamerlane put two hundred men in 
every one of thefc towers, which had ladders within 
them, and a fort of ftair-caics to go up to the different 
floors. The loweft floor was generally defigned for 
the workmen who conducted the machine, or for the 
foldiers who worked to undermine the wall; the middle 
floor was to be on a level with the top of the wall, 
and contained a bridge which was to be thrown down 
upon the wall itfel^ for the befiegers to pafs upon it 
and force their way into the place; and, upon the 
higheft floor they placed their archers, who, having 
the advantage of the higher poft, infefted and drove 
off with their arrows fuch as offered to defend the 
place. 

Cher e fed din t Ali, a native of Yedz, a cotempo- 
rary author, trail fated out of the Perfian tongue into 
the French, by the late TVl Petit de la Croix junior, 
has left us a relation of the fiege of Smyrna ; and tho’ 
that author does not exprefsiy name the knights of 
Rhodes, yet it is very eafy to diftinguif]i them in the 
defeription that he gives of the defenders of the place j 
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and I fancy it will not be di/agreeable to the reader to 
copy that paffage of his hiftory. The Perfian hifto- 
rian, who died in 14 >6, exprcffes himfelf on this iub- 
jedt, in thefe, or luch like terms. 

<{ Timur was informed, that there was upon the 
iC fea-coaft a place exceeding ftrong, built of hewn 
u (lone, furrounded by the fea on three Tides, and on 
u that of the land by a deep ditch, all built with lime, 
a and cemented from the top to the bottom ; that 
<( there was a great number of Europeans within it ; 
€< that it was called Ifmir or Smyrna; that the Greeks 

looked upon it as an holy place ; and perfons re- 
u forted thither from remote countries in pilgrimage 
<e with great devotion, who there offered up their 
u vows, and brought their alms; that there was near 
<( it, about the difiance of an horle’s courfe, another 
46 fortrels upon the ridge of a mountain, called alfo 
li Ifmir, but pofTefled by Mufulmen, who were con- 
u tinually at war with thofe of the other place, on ac- 
“ count of their difference in religion ; and as the 
u Smyrna of the Chriftians was furrounded by the fea 
“ on three fides, they were relieved from Europe by 
46 fea, and had provisoes, cloaths, arms, and all other 
4( neceffaries brought them that way. And as this 
44 place was feated in the farthefi: part of the frontiers 
46 of Afia, and the country of the Mufulmen, the 
44 Greeks carried on from thence a cruel war, and de- 
44 fended the place, as being of the utmofl conlequence 
(( to them ; that it had never been taken by any Mu- 
44 fulman prince, nor ever paid tribute to any body ; 

44 that Amurath, the father of Bajazet, had taken the 

45 field feveral times at the head of a mighty army with- 
41 out being able to carry his point, and that Bajazet 
44 himfelf had kept it befieged for leven years toge- 
44 ther, without making any progrefs in it ; that this 
44 place inferted the Mufulmen exceedingly, and no- 

46 thing was to be feen but (laughter and ftreams of 
44 blood flowing continually into the fea like tor- 
(i rents* 


“ When 
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u \V hen Timur was informed of the (late of Smyr- 
€i na, his zeal for religion perfuaded him that it was 
<e his duty to deliver the Mufulmen from trouble by 
<c entirely deftroying their enemies. He detached 
(i thither the Mirza Pirmehemet Gmarchoicz, the Emir 
ic Check Nouredden, and others, with orders, firft to 
u fiimmon them by an embailador to embrace the 
i{ Mufulman religion, (for fuch is Mahomet’s order ;) 
i( that if they (hould be happy enough to do fo, his 
i( pleafure was that they fhould be kindly treated, and 
u that they fhould give him notice of it, in order that 
<{ he might beftow his favours upon them ; that if 
u their obftinacy fhould foften, and whilft they delir- | 
ii ed to continue Chriflians, would fubmit to pay'tri- 
<c bute, they fhould regulate the fum with them and 
“ receive it ; but if, unhappily for them, they fhould 
<c dare to (land upon their defence, they fhould put 
“ them all to the fword. 

“ The Mirza and the Emirs obeyed immediately, 
(( and coming before Smyrna, lent an embaflador to 
({ invite the inhabitants to turn Mufulmen, ufing 
“ threats as well as promifes for that purpofe ; but as 
ic they were predeftinated to deftrudtion, both were 
“ ufelefs ; and Mahmouy, the governor of the place, 
“ had fent to demand luccour of all the princes of Eu- 
“ rope, fo that he had got together a great number of 
“ the braved; chriftian captains, or rather a company of 
“ mad devils, who eredted magazines there, and fup- 
t( plied it with ammunition and provifions. 

“ Our generals gave advice thereof to the court, 

and Timur, upon the news, refolved to go thither 
“ in perfon. He left his baggage at the foot of the 
“ mountain of Tire ; and though it was winter, and 
“ the weather exceeding rainy, he would needs mount 

on horfeback, that the merit of this religious war 
“ might be afcribed to him, and inarch on that fide. 
« He arrived there on Saturday the 6th of Jumazyule- 
a vel an. 805. at the head of his army, and fent or- 
<< ders to the Mirza Mehemet Sultan, who was in win- 
« ter quarters at Magnifcab; to advance and port him' 
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u felf before Smyrna. The like orders were lent to 
€t Meraf ini re n - C b u h and Bonleen, as alio to the Emir 
ic Gehan-chah and others. At Timur’s arrival before 
“ the place, they beat all their drums and kettle 
<e drums, and the whole army let up a great Ihout. 
(i The place was immediately attacked on the land 
t( lide, and every general carried on the lap over a- 
“ gainft his poft ; and prepared engines and battering 
<( rams for the alTault. They (hot arrows and threw 
t( pots of wildfire upon the gates of the caftle ; the. 
" EmirChamelec caufed like ways great fcaffolds with 
<c three feet to be eretted in the middle of the water 
€< near one another, over which they threw great 
<c planks, and from the two fides of the caftle to the 
iC place where the feet of the fcaffolding touched up- 
“ on the land, they made a plain even way, and lb 
“ firm, that the foldiers might boldly ftand and walk 
<( on them, without fearing their breaking down, and 
(i fight there as well as if they had been upon land. 
iC This being finilhed, the Mufulmen took their buck- 
ic lers, and got up on the lcaffolds, aftaulting the 
“ caftle from thence ; and the way being thus (hut 
u up on the lide of the lea, it was impoftible for any 
u body whatever to luccour the befieged. 

(i In the mean time the Mirzas, Mehemmed fultan, 
u and Miranchali arrived, having left their baggage 
“ at Magni-fiah, under the care of the Emir ChamJed- 
“ din- Abbas : this reinforcement was of great fervice 
“ in forwarding the fiege, for Timur gave orders for 
(c the general alfault. The Emir of Loumans and co- 
<e lonels of Hezares, with their troops advanced to it. 
<( each on the fide where he was polled, and the af- 
4i fault lafted from morning till evening, and from 
“ the evening till morning, the brave men on both 
u _ fides performing aflions of wonderful vigour. If 
u the attack was obftinate and refolute, the defence 
was equal to it, and no body had time to reft a 
“ moment ; the engines and battering rams beat down 
“ the walls and towers, and the befieged ftiil undaunt* 
“ ed, were continually throwing pots of naphta, 

wildfire. 
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“ wildfire, and (bowers of (tones and arrows from 
“ engines as well as bows, without the lead ipter- 
44 million. 

44 All this while the rain was fo exceflive, that it 
44 looked as if the univerle was going to be over- 
44 whelmed with a (econd deluge ; yet notwithdand- 
44 ing this prodigious dorm, the indefatigable Timur 
44 was every moment giving orders to his generals, and 
44 encouraging his loldiers in perfon. After the min- 
“ ers had finilhed their works, and propped up the 
4i badions and courtines with ftones, they filled the 
44 mines with fa fcines and faggots dipped in naphta 
44 and let fire to them, upon which the walls were 
44 thrown down at once, and (everal of the befieged 
44 fell from the top of them, and were killed. The 
44 Mufulmen forced them fword in hand to quit the 
44 breaches that they defended, and made their way in- 
44 to Smyrna, crying out victory, and praifing God, 
44 to whom they offered the heads of all their enemies 
46 by way of thankfgivingfor their fuccels. Very few 
44 of thole efcaped who had thrown themleives into 
€i the lea, and were fwimming to the (hips that lay off, 
44 great numbers of them being drowned in the at- 
t( tempt. After they had put the people of Smyrna to 
44 the fword, they demolifhed the buildings both of 
44 the town and caftle, and threw the materials, the 
46 bricks, arms and goods, into the fea. 

44 Some great (hips called Caracas came from cer- 
44 tain parts of Europe ; thele had two mads at lead, 
64 and were well provided with loldiers and arms on 
44 board to fuccour thole of Smyrna. When they drew 
44 near the port, and faw no marks either of the town 
44 or cadle, they were dartled anddopped their courfe. 
44 Timur gave orders to throw the heads of fome of the 
44 Chridians on board thefe (hips,, and the throwers 
44 of wildfire having executed his orders, (everal heads 
44 fell into the very (hips. The feamen knowing 
44 the heads of their comrades, tacked about and re- 
44 turned in a fright; altogether dilappointed of their 
44 expectation.” 

This 
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This is Cherefeddin’s relation of what paffed at the 
fiege of Smyrna. ’Tis plain from thence, that what 
he fays of the pilgrimages made by the Chriftians to 
that city, whither, he lays, they brought alms, is to 
be underftood of Jerufalem, which name the knights 
were called by. The fuccour which thole of Smyrna 
lent to get in Europe, from whence they received a 
number of brave captains, or rather a company of 
mad devils, all this defcription reprelents the gallant 
defence made by the knights. The author has not 
forgot the great carrack of the order, and when he 
treats the knights as lea-faring men, it is plain that 
he means thole of Rhodes. Yet alter all, they were 
unable as we have feen, to refill the efforts of Ta- 
merlane. 

That barbarian, as' his cuftom was, flaughtered 
all the inhabitants, and demolilhed the place. He^ 
a died in this cruel manner, purpofely to intimidate 
fuch as Ihould refufe to open their gates to him. When- 
ever he laid fiege to any town, they always planted 
the firff: day a white llandard upon his tent, to ffiew 
that he was dilpo fed to ule clemency to thole that ihould 
furrender immediately. The day following, that fignal 
was of a red colour, to fignify that he would have 
blood, and that the lives of the governor and thole prin- 
cipal officers of the garrifon muff: pay for their not fur- 
rendering on the firll fummons. But the third day 
they planted a black llandard, to declare, that whether 
the place was carried by llorm, or made a voluntary 
furrender, every body was put to death, and the town 
entirely deffroyed. Notwithstanding all the precauti- 
ons that his cruelty made him take, leveral knights, 
and a conliderable number of the foldiers made 
their efcape, upon the town’s being taken, by throw- 
ing themlelves into the fea, and fwimming to the 
(hips that were come to throw fuccours into the 
place. 

Tamerlane whom we may confider as another 
Attila, and as a fcourge of God, after filling Alia 
Minor with blood, had a defign to pals over into Eu- 
rope, 
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rope, and extend his conquefts as far as the pillars of 
Hercules ; to crofs afterwards the ftreights of Gibral- 
tar, and after reducing Africa, to return by the way 
of Egypt into his own dominions. But as he was 
making preparations proportionable to fo vaft a pro- 
ject, he received advice that a king of India, whole 
name hiftorians do not mention, had fallen into Per- 
fta, ravaged a great part of the country, and taken 
Cheri, one of the principal cities of that kingdom, 
where Tamerlane’s treafure was kept, which now be- 
came the prey of this other barbarian. 

The proud Tartar, who fancied himfelf fuperior to 
all the monarchs of the world, and perhaps even to for- 
tune, and the condition of human nature itfelf, fell 
into a rage at the news. He marched immediately a- 
gaiuft that prince, refolving to cut him to pieces j but 
after feveral engagements and trials of his forces, find- 
ing he had to do with a prince as powerful and as 
great a captain as himfelf, and feeling himfelf likewife 
advanced in years, he thought proper to make peace 
with his enemy, which he did, and retire into his own 
territories to Samarchand, where he died a little while 
after 3 , which was occafioned by his having given too 
great a loo/e to wine and women. Other hiftorians 
pretend that he died upon the road to China. His Tons 
divided his empire between them, but foon fell into 
diffentions, which gave Bajazet’s children an oppor- 
tunity of recovering their father’s dominions. Thefe 
were four in number, viz. Jofhua, Mufulman or Cala- 
pin, Mofes and Mahomet. Thefe four princes reign- 
ed fucceftively one after another : the three firft came 
to a violent end ; Mahomet furvived the reft, and fe- 
veral hiftorians of that nation, without taking notice 
of his brothers, rank him as the immediate fucceflor to 
Bajazet. 

Whilst thefe civil wars Jafted, and thefe infidel 
princes disputed the empire in their feveral turns, the 
grand mafter made his advantage of their divifions; 
and to provide for the better fecurity of the ifles be- 
longing 
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longing to the order, particularly of that of Langos, 
he formed a project for taking an old caflle firuated on 
the main land twelve miles from that ifiand in the 
gulph of Ceramis, and upon the ruins, as they fay, of 
Halicarnaflus, the capital city of Caria, a town fame- 
ous for the magnificent tomb that queen Artemifia an- 
tiently erected for king Maufolus her husband. T his 
place was not lets Hluftrious in antiquity for the birth 
of the Greek hiflonan Herodotus, and Dionyfius fir- 
named Halicarnaffseus. The grand mailer went him- 
lelfon board his fleet, coafted along Caria, landed in 
the gulph, entered in the port with a fouth-wefl wind, 
landed his troops, lurprifed and attacked a garrifon of 
Tartars, which Tamerlane had left in the place, and 
made himfelf mailer of it ; but finding it weak, he re- 
folved to raife another, which he built upon a rock, 
on the point of a peninfula that jutted out into the lea: 
He named it the callle of St. Peter, and the Turks call- 
ed it afte’wa^ds Bidrou, llrengthening it with all the 
fortifications that art could invent ; the walls were 
very high, and there were port-holes or openings in 
them at certain dillances, fupplied with cannon, which 
kept the enemies Ihips at a dillance. The place was 
ftill better fortified on the land fide, and befides the 
height and thicknels of the walls, the entrance of it 
was defended by bulwarks and ballions, and ’tis pre- 
tended that feven gates mull be patted thro’, before 
there was any getting into the body of the place. 
There was an inlcription over the lalt of them, in the/e 
words of the pialmill, “ Nifi Do'minus sedificaverit ci- 
u vitatem, fruftra vigilat qui cuftodit earn,” to fignify, # 
that the llrongell garrifons cannot preierve a place 
which is not built in the name and fo the glory ofthe 
Lord. When the fortrefs was in a condition of defence, 
the grand mailer made them hollow and enlarge the 
ditches about it, fo ^s to let the lea water into them, 
and he always kept a certain number of brigantines, 
barks and feluccas, which upon the leall fignal, in 
concert with the gallies of Lango and Rhodes, block* 
ed up the river of Caria, -and hindered the vettels of 

the 
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the Corfairs from entering it ; and thecaftleon the land 
fide ferved as a place of refuge to fuch chriftian ftaves 
of the neighbouring countries as could find means 
to efcape out of the prifons and chains of the in* 
lidcls. 

The grand maker’s care was not confined to the 
bare prefervation of the illes of the order ; he equally 
concerned himlelfin the defence of all the chriftian 
ftates in the Eaft : he was a fort of general in ordi- 
nary to them. The ifle of Cyprus particularly, which 
is fituated near Rhodes, owed its prefervation entirely 
to the fleets and forces of the knights. Cut if their 
valour kept the infidels at a diftance from it, all the 
prudence and skill of the grand mafter could not guard 
againft and prevent the ill effetfts of the little courage 
and daftardly fpirit of the Cypriots, a nation effeminat- 
ed by luxury and voluptuoufnefs, which tho* they pro- 
fefted the chriftian religon, ftill facrificed in reality to 
the goddefs of pleafure, the antient tutelar divinity of 
the ifiand in the times ofpaganifm. 

Peter of Lufignan was reigning in the ifiand at 
that time. Some important affairs calling him to Italy, 
he, before his letting out, left the government of his 
kingdom to the count of Rohas or Rohais ; fo they 
then called the county of Edeffa, of which however 
he was only the titular lord, fince the conqueft made 
of it by the infidels. The regent, in the king’s ab- 
(ence, debauched the queen, as they pretend, and in 
concert with her, took meafures to deprive him of his 
crown : *twas almoft impoftible for them to have car- 
ried their iniquity higher. The king having advice of 
their ill defigns, by an exprefs fecretly difpatched to 
him by a lord whofe name was Vifconti, returned 
home immediately, caufed the traitor to befeized, and 
delivered him into the hands of juftice to be punifhed 
according to the rigour of the law. But as the laws 
in that effeminate nation had fcarce any vigour at all, 
the judges being corrupted by the queen’s credit and 
her adulterer’s prefents, pronounced him innocent, and 
Vifconti was condemned as a ilanderer to perpetual 

banifhment 
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bani foment. The king, enraged at a fentence that 
difoonoured him, changed from a wile and moderate 
prince, to be a furious and cruel tyrant ; and in order 
to revenge himlelf, fell upon all his fubjedts without di- 
dindfion. He loaded them with irons, confiicated 
their goods, ravifoed the honour of their wives and 
daughters, and even abandoned' them to the minider* 
of his tyranny upon the flighted: pretences ; and the 
lead fulpicion of rebellion was the lame thing as if the 
criminal had been found guilty, who was immediately 
hurried away to punifoment. 

The common priions not being fuflicient to hold 
the great number of unhappy wretches whom he caus- 
ed to be feized every day, he ordered a new one to be 
built in the middle of the public frjuare ; and from the 
mofl refined vengeance, forced even perlons of quality 
of both iexes to work at it, and afod the mafons. In 
this number of perlons born for flavery, there hap- 
pened to be a woman of fpirit, who tried to engage 
them to throw off io detedable a yoke. To gain her 
point, foe, who was a gentlewoman born, and of one 
of the heft families in the ifland, under pretence of 
walking with greater eaie under the burdens foe was 
forced to carry, tucked up her petticoats and foift a- 
boveher knees, and continued io till the king, who 
came regularly every day to lee his workmen, appear- 
ed with all his court about him : as foon as {he law 
him, foe let down her petticoats, but when he was 
gone by, foe tucked them up again. Some perlons, 
fcandalized at this breach of modedy, demanding of her 
why foe veiled her nakednefs before the king only, 
u Betaufe, fays foe, women are not fo fcrupulous be- 
u fore one another on that head a ; and as to you there 
u is not any one among you that leems to have any 
u thing of the man in him but the king.” This re- 
proach railed a violent indignation in the Cypriots s 
they were afoamed of their own weaknels and cowar- 
dice, and fell immediately upon the king and flew him, 
Vol. II. T They 
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They gave the crown to Petrin or Peter II, his Ton, i 
young child, who was ftill under the dire&ion of a go- 
vernor, and put the regency of the kingdom into the 
hands of Janies de Luftgnan, a prince of the blood, and 
the child’s uncle. 

This prince, at his acceflion to the government of 
the kingdom, or as others fay, at the young king's 
coronation, made a noble feaft : a great number of 
Venetian and Genoefe noblemen were at this royal en- 
tertainment. Thefe Grangers difputed for precedence, 
but by the regent's credit it was decided that day in 
favour of the Venetians. The Genoefe, in order to re- 
venge themfelves, refolved to carry it by force, and a- 
•greed together to come the next day to the palace with 
arms concealed under their cloaks. The regent hav- 
ing notice of their plot, ordered eight noble Genoefe, 
who were walking in the hall of the palace, to be 
thrown out of the windows : and to make the a fc 
ftill more odious, they pretend, that thefe noble- 
men were entirely ignorant of the defign of their 
countrymen. 

This news being carried to Genoa, the fen ate, to 
revenge the barbarous outrage, lent a ftrong fleet to 
Cyp rus, with fourteen thouland land forces on board, 
under the command of Peter Fregofe. The Genoefe 
ravaged the ifland, befieged and took Famagufta, and 
feized upon the regent, who was carried ignominioufly 
with the princefs his wife to Genoa, and fhut up in 
prifon. He continued there till the young king his 
nephew's death, who leaving no ifTue, he became his 
heir. The Genoefe in this juncture fet him at liberty, 
but fold it him very dear ; and before they differed him 
to embark, in order to return to his dominions, they 
obliged him to make them a ceflion of the city of Fa- 
magufta, to be enjoyed by them in abfolutefovereignty, 
and to fubmit to pay them an annual tribute of ten 
thoufand ducats. 

James, to gain his liberty and crown, figned the 
treaty, refolving to give it one day fuch an explanati- 
on as fhould be fuitable to his intereft. The fituatioa 

of 
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of his affairs did not allow him, during his life, to get 
rid of this vattalage. Janus his fbn, lb called becaufe 
be was born at Genoa, being brought up from his 
cradle in an hereditary hatred againtt the Genoefe, at- 
tempted to lurprile the city of Famagufta ; which oc~ 
cafioned a war between that prince and the Genoele. 
Thole republicans had for a long time been torn to 
pieces by the terrible diflenSons that broke out be- 
tween the body of the nobility and the people, and 
had a little before given up themfelves to Charles VI. 
king of France, w ho had put John le Meingre, called 
marfhal de Boucicault, to command in Genoa, as go- 
vernor or viceroy. That lord, to oppofe the defigns 
of the king of Cyprus, ordered a fleet to be fitted out 
immediately, refolviug to command it in perlon ; and 
till this armament might be in a condition to let fail, 
he difpatched away Anthony Grimaldi, knight of the 
order of St. John of Jerufalem, with three gallies and 
fame land forces, which entered the port of Famagufta, 
without the lead oppofidon. 

Boucicau lt, having equipped (even great veflels 
and nine gallies, let fail for the Levant ; he landed 
full in the ille of Rhodes, and was received by the 
grand matter and the knights w ith all the honours due 
to his perlbnal merit, and to the dignity of the prince 
he reprefented. 1 he grand matter lodged him in his 
own palace, and entertained him feveral times in a 
cattle or banqueting-houfe feated on a rifing ground 
near the city. In the dilcourles that patted between 
thefe two great men in private, the grand matter re- 
prelented to the marfhal, that whatever plea Pure he had 
to lee him in the ifle of Rhodes, he could not help 
being lenfibly concerned at the occafion that brought 
him thither with an army ; that the ifland of Cyprus 
lying in the neighbourhood of Palettine and Egypt, 
had always hitbei to been a convenient place for all the 
Euio r ean fleets to put in at ; that it wa* the ftrongeft 
biilw'ark the Chriftians had then left in the Eatt ; that 
he w as going with his army to bring upon it all the 
«alamkies that arc infcparable from war j that he was 
T 2 even 
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even going to affift the Saracens, and facilitate then* 
conqueft of the ifland ; and then conjured him to fuf- 
fer him to go over into Cyprus, being in hopes that 
God would blefs his voyage and intentions ; and he 
might perhaps be happy enough to rettore peace and 
amity between the two nations. 

EoUcicault replied, that conqueft was not Co 
much his bufinels as the preferving. the rights of a re- 
public that had put it (elf under the prote&ion of the 
king his mailer ; that the king of Cyprus might have 
peace if he plea fed, and would give over his enterprife 
on Famagufta, and that as for himlelf, he had much 
rather turn his arms againft the infidels, than em- 
ploy them againft a chriftian king, elpecially againft: 
a prince whole illuftrious houfe derived its original 
from France. 

The grand matter having got fb favourable an an- 
fwer, ordered the admiral galley to be fitted out, and 
taking two others with him for a convoy, let fail for 
Cyprus. The marfhal not caring to remain idle dur- 
ing the^grand matter’s voyage, went on hoard his fleet, 
thinking to ravage the country about Alexandretta, a 
city of Syria then called Lefcandelours or Scanderoon, 
fituated twenty five leagues from Aleppo on the gulph 
of Lajazzo, in the midft of fome marfhes, and but a 
little diftancefrom the fea ; a Turkifh prince was lord 
of it at that time. Boucicault landed his troops, which 
confided of Boo knights and efquires. among which 
were the banners of the marfhal, of the leignior d’Acher, 
of the leignior of Chateau Morant, of meflire William 
de Naillac, of the fame name with the grand matter ; 
and thole likewife of the leigniors Chateauneuf and 
Puyo« ; he had about 2000 men on board that little 
fleet in all. The< lord of the country was then five 
great days journey from Alexandretta, and was en- 
camped on his frontiers to oppole his brother who dif- 
puted the feigniory with him. '1 he marfhal taking 
advantage of his abfence, ordered the leignior of Cha- 
teau-Morant to attack the lower town, whiltt brother 
Lewis de Culan, who executed the office.of camp-mar- 
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fhal in this little army, guarded a narrow pafs that hin- 
dered any fuccours from being thrown into the place. 
The attack and defence were fmart on both fides ; the 
Chriftianswere twice repulfed, but returning the third 
time to the affault, carried what was called the lower 
town, that was inhabited chiefly by merchants. Every 
thing there was plundered, and their rich magazines 
amply rewarded the valour of the fbldiers, whilfl at the 
fame time the marfhal’s fleet made themfelves matters of 
the port. The lord of Scanderoon having advice, that 
whilft he was defending the entry of his country againft: 
his brother, the Chriftians were on the point of taking 
his capital, hattened to the fuccour of the place, which 
was much ttraitned. He made feveral attempts to 
throw in fuccour, but finding all the pafFes fecured by 
the marfhal’s troops, he had recourfe to treaty, a me- 
thod always moft fuitable to the weaker fide, and lent 
embaffadors to the marfhal to complain, that without 
having ever had any difpute with the Genoefe, and 
without any previous declaration of war, he had fallen 
upon his dominions, and there committed ads of hofti- 
lity, which are never pradifed but between open and de- 
clared enemies. 

His. ambafladors added, that how juft foever the 
complaints of their matter were, yet if the marfhal 
would withdraw his troops out of his territories, he 
was ready to enter into a ft rid confederacy with him ; 
and in cafe he came to a rupture with the king of Cy- 
prus, he would oblige himfelf to furnifh him all the 
neceflary fupplies for futtaining that war in an iflandib 
.remote from Genoa. 

The marfhal liftened to thefe proposals the more 
willingly, in that if he was obliged to make war in 
Cyprus, he might draw provifions and other fuccours- 
from that country which lay near the ifland ; and be- 
fides he was afraid of making any (lay on rhat coatt, in 
2 feafon when the air of Alexandreita was o very un- 
wholfom and dangerous, by re a Ion of the exhalations 
arifing from the marfhes, whentho.e who did not die 
^Utright, would bo lure not to corae off without % 
T 3 g’icvoa* 
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grievous fit of ficknels. Hiving therefore made hi® 
treaty with the lord of the country, and (pent only 14 
days in the expedition, he re-ern barked his troops, and 
flood off for the coaft of the ille of Cyprus, to hatten 
the grand matter’s negotiation, but he found the aiFair 
very much forwarded. 

That prince having a conference with the king, 
made him (enfible of the power of the Genoe e, and 
reprefented to him that he was not in a condition to 
make head againft the forces of that republic ; speci- 
ally when commanded by a general of the marfhal’s ex- 
perience ; that if he ttiould call the Venetians to his 
fuccour, he would make his country the theatre of a 
bloody war; that he him elf would be the vi&im of it; 
and that whoever would be victorious in war, he 
would have nothing left him but the choice of his ty- 
rants ; that he therefore advifed him to adhere religi- 
oufly to the treaty which the Genoele had made with 
the king his father, and not to trouble them in the 
pofTeilion of Famagufta, by wh ! ch means he would in- 
tereft them in the defence of the whole ittand, a- 
gainft the enterprises of the fultans of Egypt, who 
had ieveral times attempted already to make themfelves 
matters of it. 

This reprefentation was not only founded upon good 
fenfe and the wilett politics, but being given from the 
grand matter, was fomething more than bare advice. 
The kings of Cyprus had for many years been fup- 
ported meerly by the protection and fuccours which 
they drew from Rhodes; and the prince then reigning 
could not rejeCl the grand matter’s good offices and me-4 
diation, without incurring the indignation of th c\ 
whole order. The grand matter indeed was at that 
time confidered as the mott powerful chriftian prince 
in all the eatt ; and the order never had braver offi- 
cers, nor a greater number of them. The convent 
was generally peopled with a thoufand knights ; mott 
of the ifles called Sporades depended on it, and the lea/ 
was covered with their fleets. The Rhodian merchants 
under the protection and convoy of the vefTels of the 

order* 
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order, grew rich at the fame time by their commerce : 
there was not a corfair that durft venture near the leas 
of Lycia,and we may affirm, that the arms of the order 
was as terrible to the intidels, as its valour was gene- 
rally efteemed by the princes of Chrittendom ; I'o that 
t is leis furprizing the king of Cyprus ihould pay to 
fubmiffive a deference to the grand matter's fentiments. 
It was agreed between them, that the liege of Fama- 
gufta (hould be railed, and the king, by the grand 
matter’s mediation, had a conference with the mar- 
Ihal : but a difficulty ttarted up, which had like 
to have ruined the negotiation before the treaty was 
figned. 

The Genoefe engaged Boucicault to infitt that the 
king of Cyprus fhould le-iinburfe them the expence of 
the war, which they made amount to very confiderable 
fums. The king pretended on the contrary, that 
they ought to be fatisfred that he had, out of regard to 
the grand matter, beenpleafed to be content to raile the 
liege of a place which had belonged to hrs ancettors 
for io many ages, and which he was on the point of 
reducing. Both (ides maintained their pretenlions with 
equal ardour, and there was reafon to apprehend that 
this articlem’ght break off the whole treaty ; but the 
grand matter, who knew the importance and neceflky 
of a peace, prevailed with the king of Cyprus to pay 
the Genoele 70 000 ducats ; and as the young prince 
was not matter of luch a fum, he got it lent him out 
of the treasury of the order, which for fecurity had the 
regal crown, with vefTels of gold and lilver, and precious 
ftones, as a pawn, till the money advanced ffiould be 
all paid. After the conclufionof this treaty, the grand 
matter and the maiffial re-imbarked, but before they 
returned to Rhodes, they reiolved to ravage the coatts 
of Syria and Palettine, which were then in the potteffi- 
onboth of the Saracens, and the troops of Tamei lane. 
They landed ontheroaftof Tripoli thinking to fur- 
prile the garriton and inhabitants of the place; but they 
found the ffiore defended by above 1 50^0 men, in which 
number were 6co cavalry, part of Tamerlane’s troops. 
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all drefled, fays the hiftorianof Boucicault, in fine vel- 
vet and cloth of gold. 

Thou gh the Chrittians faw plainly that the infi- 
dels had notice of their defign, and were prepared to 
receive them, yet they refolved to make a defcent up- 
on the coatts of the Saracens. The marlhal put him- 
felfat their head with the grand matter, who was at- 
tended by brother Raimond de Lefture, grand prior 
of Touloufe, brother Peter de Beaufremont, hofpitaller, 
and a great number of other knights of the order- 
Thefe knights, hurried on by their courage, and with- 
out waiting till the boats could put them on fhore, 
threw themielves up to the neck in the lea, and ad- 
vanced boldly (word in hand againtt the infidels ; and 
though the chriftian troops made at mott but 3000 men 
and the Saracens army was computed at 15,000, our 
knights, futtained by the troops of Genoa, charged 
them lo furioutty, that the barbarians, not able to 
ftand the attack, gave ground and fled, but rallied af- 
terwards at fome dittance from the fhore, when their 
commanders drew them up in order of battle. There 
was no great likelihood that the Chriftians fhould with 
fo fmall force advance, and attack that great body of 
Saracens, which was likewile covered with hedges 
and defiles, and had the ftrong city of Tripoli behind 
them. But the grand matter and the marflial could 
not bring themfelves, notwithftanding the inequality 
of number, to re-embark without advancing nearer 
them ; fo that letting their foldiers take breath a while, 
they divided their little army into three bodies ; and 
taking care not to get at too great a dittance from the 
fhore, for fear of being intercepted by the Saracens, 
they march towards them, and attack them fvvord in 
hand. They charge on both fides, and dole together 
in a moment ; the combat grows bloody, and lafts for 
foine time with fury ; but the greateft lofs falling up- 
on the infidels, they can no longer bear up againtt the 
efforts of theChriftians; they retire into gardens planted 
with fruit-trees, and fenced about with thick hedges, 
but not thinking thcinfelves fafe enough there, mott of 

them 


Philebert de Nail lac Grand Mafler. 213 

them run to the very city for refuge ; in a word, the 
whole body is broke, and the chrillian generals meet 
with no enemy to refill them However not having 
a fufhcient body of troops to form the fiege ofTripoli, 
a place of great flrength, and defended by a garriiba 
numerous enough to take the field, the Chrillians re- 
embarked ; but before they returned, the grand mailer 
and the ma- lhal, rdolied to make an attempt onBaruth, 
and try if they fhould find the enemy on their guard, 
and prepaied to receive them. 

Baruth, or Berytus, a town of Phoenicia, was at 
that time conliderable on account of its commerce. Its 
harbour ferved for a fort of llaple to all the merchan- 
dize carried from Egypt into Europe; and moll of the 
Cbriftian merchants, and particularly the Venetians, 
had their counting-ho; les uuu cpnfiderable magazines 
there. The Chrillian fleet failing on in its courts 
faw alight bark, called at that time Gripperio, coming 
out of the port of Baruth, and making all the fail it 
could to get out to fea. and efcape from the Chrillians; 
but a galley being ordered to purfue it, loon came up 
with it, and brought it back to the generals. The 
captain of this little veflel being examined accordingto 
the laws of war, about his condition and circumllances, 
and the reafons of his eagernefs to avoid the Chrillian 
fleet, he owned himlelf a Chrillian and a Venetian, 
but did not care to fay more. However, being threat - 
ned to be put to the rack, the fear of torture made 
him tonfefs, that he had been difpa-ched by the Vene- 
tian general to all the lea-ports of Phoenicia, Palelline 
and Egypt, to give the fubje&s of the iiiltan of Egypt 
advice of the Chrillians being at fea, under the com- 
mand of the grand mailer of Rhodes and the governor 
of Genoa, in order that they might take the necelTary 
precautions againll the enterprises of their enemies. 
Moll of the fbldiers and officers of the fleet, enraged 
at the intelligence given them by this Venetian, were 
for throwing him into the fea, but were hindered by 
their generals, who continued firm in their relblution 
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of keeping on their courfe and making a dcfcent near 
Baruth. 

As the town was but poorly fortified, the inhabi- 
tants, upon the advice brought them by the Venetian, 
had carried off the beft of their effects to the woods and 
mountains. This did not prevent the Chriftians from 
landing ; and after plundering the town, they fet it 
on fire, re-imbarked and failed towards Say da, anci- 
ently called Sidon, another town of Phoenicia, 
miles from Baruth. They found the fame precautions 
there, viz. the port and Ihore lined with inhabitants 
all in arms, to the number of 10,000 men. The 
grand matter and the marfhal, however, by help of 
the engines which they had on board, made their de- 
fcent at the head of 200 men of arms and as many 
crofs-bow men, and were going to land the reft of the 
troops, when they were furpriled by fo violent ftormy 
weather, and a contrary wind, that they could not 
continue their landing. The grand mafter and mar- 
fhal law themfelves by this means left with only 5 or 
600 men about them, deftitute of fuccours, and ex- 
poled to enemies vaftly fuperior in ftrength, who 
might have cut them in pieces if they had known how 
to make their advantage of fo favourable an oppor- 
tunity. 

The barbarians indeed advanced to charge them, 
but the Chriftians clofing and keeping their ranks, made 
head againft them on all fides with lo refolute a coun- 
tenance, that they thought fit only to fight at adiftance 
and incommode them withtheirarrows. The Chriftians 
did the fame, and the fea, after a ftorm of five hours, | 
growing calm, they re imbarked in fight of the infidels*, 1 
who never durft advance nearer than within bow fiiot 
of them. 

The fleet landed afterwards on the coaft of Iftdda, 
another town of Paleftine, which the Greeks called 
anciently D'oJpolis,, i. e. the city of Jupiter. This 
place was fi.uated in a plain, about a league north of 
Ramatha ; it was covered on one fide by a mountain, 
and on the other by a wood. They landed there, not 
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on the fide of the maip fea, but in a little creek or bay, 
which was defended by two towers. They difcover- 
ed only 3000 men, or thereabouts, who appeared and 
kept themfelves at a diftance from the fea, leeming to 
be afraid of them. The generals, in order to recon- 
noitre them, put fome troops on fhore, without any 
©ppofition being made to their landing, and upon the 
report of the principal officers, refblved to attack the 
^nemy next day. But for fear left the barbarians afi- 
lifted by the night, fhould furprife the troops that were 
landed, they made them retire on board the fleet in the 
evening. The infidels feeing the Chriftians re-imbark- 
ing, and believing that their fcouts had difeovered the 
ambufeade, which they had laid between the town 
and the fea, fallied out from behind the mountain and 
the wood, to the number of above 30,000 men, all of 
them fword in hand, and fetting up a great fhout, ad- 
vanced boldly to the foot Gf the towers, and very 
brink of the lea. ’Twas this precipitate eagernefs of 
theirs to fhew themfelves, w hich faved the Chriftians, 
who would elfe have been all cut off the next day, if 
they had, purfiiant to their generals defign, marched 
to Lidda, and advanced into the plain, where they muft 
have been intercepted and furrounded by an army that 
was fo very numerous, and fo vaftly fuperior to their 
own. 

The grand mafter and the marfhal feeing the feafon 
advanced, and that there was nothing to be done a- 
long the coaft, took leave of one another, the grand 
tnafter returning to Rhodes, and the marfhal failing 
for Famagufta, where, upon his arrival, he gave the 
neceflary orders for the iecurity of the place. He 
ftayed but a few days there, and then fet out on his 
return for Italy ; but before he made for Genoa, he 
touched at the ifle of Rhodes, to thank the grand ma- 
iler and the order, for their good offices towards him 
in the late treaty concluded with the king of Cyprus. 
The. grand mafter treated him nobly, ftored his fleet 
with provisions and refrefhments, and fhewed him 
before he embarked, tfie principal fortrc/Tes of the 
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ifland, their garri Tons, arms, and the magazines in each 
of them. J he m arfh.il admired particularly the port 
of Rhodes, which was fortified with two caftles, well 
provided with warlike engines that commanded the 
mouth of it, and filled wi:h an infinite number oflhipt 
of war, merchant vellels, gallies and galliots, laicks 
and felucca’s, mod of them equipped for war, and 
making frequent returns with varie s prizes that they 
were con inually taking from the infidels, and chiefly 
from the fubjerfts of the fultans of Egypt. Thole 
barbarians could Icarce venture any more out of the^ 
port of Alexandria, or lail in the leas of Cyprus and 
Lycia, without being lhapped up by the knights of 
Rhodes. 

The fultan, though full of refertment at thefe cap- 
tures, and the ieveral descents which the grand ma- 
iler had j^ft made upon his coafts, thought it yet more 
proper to make peace whh the order, than to continue 
a war lb prejudicial to his fubj< dls : with this view h£ 
fent an embuftador to Rhodes. As the knights were 
on the point of entering imo a league of Chriftian prin- 
ces againft the iurk, and it was not proper to have 
two fuch mighty enemies to oppofe at once, they re- 
folved to hear the lirhan’s mini Her. Commillioners 
were named to enter upon a negotiation, and peace 
was loon enough agreed upon, by rea!onofthe dilpo- 
fition there was in both parties to conclude it ; but it 
was eafy enough to lee that the grand mailer prelcrib* 
ed the terms of the treaty. 

Nail lac, who had always in view the fpirit and 
main d^fign for which his order was inflituted, took 
care to have it fti t dated, that in order to prevent the 
profanations of infidels, he fhoiild have leave to wall 
in the holy lept.lchre; that he might always keep fix 
kn'ghts in Jerulalem who fliould be exempted from all 
Carache, i.e. from all tribute ; who might entertain 
other knights in their houle, and fuch pilgrims as 
fhould come out of devotion to the holy city ; that 
the order might raniem Chriftian haves either b) pay- 
ing the lame money that they colt theii matters, or by 

giving 
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giving a Saracen in exchange for a Chriftian ; that 
there fhould be a free commerce between the fubjects 
of the order and thole of the fultan, and that the grand 
rriafter might keep confuls at Jerufalem, Rama and r\- 
lexandria, to fecure the Chriftians from the exactions 
they were expofed to in the territories of the infidels : 
and in fine, that the {hips of the order might export 
corn out of the fultan’s dominions. - It was agreed 
likewife, that in cafe either party was for breaking the 
treaty, and beginning the war a-frefh, he fhould be 
obliged to make a publick denunciation of it three 
months before, that both fides might fecure their effedls 
before acls of hoftility were begun : all which condi- 
tions are a demonftration of the fultan’s eagernefs to 
make peace, and his fear of the power and forces of 
the knights. 

But how numerous would the forces of this formi- 
dable body have been, had they not been divided by 
the unhappy fchifm which then infefted the order as 
well as the univerfal church ? We have already ob- 
served, that there were two popes at the fame time in 
the church, each of them having different nations un- 
der their authority, and. two fuperiors in the order in- 
dependent on each other. The convent of Rhodes, 
the knights in the eaft, with thole of France, Caftile, 
Scotland, and part of Germany, acknowledged the au- 
thority of the grand mafter, who adhered to Benedict 
XIII. fucceffor to Clement VII. whilft the popes that 
Succeeded Urban VI. had, in order to retain the Arra- 
gonian, Italian, and Englifh knights, as well as thole 
of the kingdoms of the north, Bohemia and Hungary, 
in their obedience, appointed Italian commanders to be 
their fuperiors, under the title of lieutenants of the 
grand mafterlhip ; and who, as if that great dignity 
was not already filled up, governed this part of the 
order without having the leaft intercourse with the 
grand mafter of Rhodes. ’Tis eafy to gue.'s what pre- 
judice Such a fatal divifion muft cauie in that ifiand, 
which faw its forces divided, and that for a long time 
“ received no contribution from the prioiies and com- 
Vol. V. U mandries 
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rrandries fl at had leparated themfelvcs from the body 
of the order. 

li/vMMLY at this juncture the cardinals who adher- 
ed to both the poj es, excited by the zeal of mod of 
the , times o* On iftendom, agreed together to join 
then endeavours to aflemhle a general council ; and it 
being .hen uncertain which of the two rivals was the 
tii e pope, whether Peter de Luna, ftii’d Benedict 
IXlil. 01 d ngtlo Coirario, v\ ho had taken the name 
of G tgoiv / l the/e cardinals retoKed to put a per- 
foi> ’n o the chaii ofSt. Peter, whole election Ihould be 
fo ii/d : fputable, that no Chiiftian could help acknow- 
ledge g t,im for iole and lawful head of the univerfal 
church 

’T v\ a *• w\h this Gcwftiaf thele cardinals had in all 
the conclaves held from the time of the death of Ur- 
ban Vi. and Clement VI’. f/bicrihed to a formal 
inftiument, wheieby the perlon who Ihould be eletfted 
out of their body, engaged himfelf for the lake of 
peace to renounce the popedom, which they called ac- 
ce} ting of the vote of ceflion. But expei ience demon- 
Ihated aferwaids, lha f all thoie whom they railed to 
that iupreme dignity, thought themfclves, the moment 
they received the papal crown, diipenled from the pro- 
miles they had made inorder to atta'nit: andihe coin- 
ptuins, by a tacit collulion, agreed in nothing but in 
one po'nt, which was nt ver to agree upon any of the 
levtial expedients proj o.ed in order to bring about a 
reciprocal celTiun. 

Tkf feat of teeing this fchilin perpetuated in the 
church, determined he cardinals to call a general 
council in the city of Pifa in Laly. Scarcehad a more 
illoftfous ar.d wi.hal a more numerous allembly 
been lecn in any part of the Chiiftian woild. There 
were prefent at it 22 cardinals, 4 pamarchs, 12 arch- 
bilhopsin ptr(cn,and 14 by ihcir proxies, fo bifhops, 
and the proxies of above 100 ; the giand mafter of 
Rhodes, accompanied with 16 commanders, the prior 
of the knights of the holy icpulchre. and procurator of 
the Teutonic order ; 87 abbots, in which number 

were 


Philebert de Naillac Grand Mnfler. 219 

vverethe abbots, fuperiors of the order of theCideriians, 
of Grammont, of Camaldoli and Valiombrofa, wnh rhe 
proxies of the abbots general of the order of the Pre- 
monftrants,and of St. Anthony of Vienna ; the proxies 
of 200 other abbots ; an infinite number of priors and 
ecclefiadics ; the deputies of the univerficies of Paris, 
Thouloufe, Orleans, Angers, Montpelier, Bologna, 
Florence, Cracow, Vienna, Prague, Cologne, Ox- 
ford and Cambridge ; above 3 00 doctors in divinity 
and canon law j and the embalfadors o!- the kings of 
France, England, Portugal, Bohemia, Sicily, Poland 
and Cyprus, of the dukes of Burgundy, Brabant, Lor- 
rain, Bavaria and Pomerania, of the marquis of Bran- 
denburg, the landgrave of Thuringia, and of almod all 
the princes of Germany. 

This famous council was opened on Lady -day ; 
they lat feveral times, and after feveral 
citations had been made in vain to the I4"9- 
two pretenders, who would never anfwer March 25". 
them, and all other formalities requifite 
to be oblerved in caufa majori, and in an affair of fucli 
importance, the holy council proceeded at lad to a de- 
finitive fentence, declaring Peter de Luna and Angelo 
Corrario fchifmatics, and guilty of perjury and arti- 
fice, in order to impole on the faithful, and keep up 
the fchifm which had di drafted the church for fo many 
years together, depriving them of the popedom, and 
allowing the cardinals to proceed to the election of a 
fovereign pontiff : during which, the guard of the 
conclave was committed to the grand muder and his 
knights. 

All the cardinals prefent in the council gave their 
votes unanimoufly for the cardinal of Milan, who at 
his inauguration, and at the ceremony of his coronati- 
on, took the name of Alexander V. a pcrlbn illudri- 
ous for his eminent piety and profound knowledge ; 
qualities equally to be wifhed in all thole perfons who 
fill that augud dignity. This pope was a Greek f>y 
birth, and of the ifle of Candia, but born of parents fi> 
miferably poor, that he was abandoned by them in his 
U 2 infancy, 
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infancy, infomuchthat he never knew of any he had : 
this madehim fay, after his advancement to the ponti- 
fical chair, that the church would, during his pontifi- 
cate, be iecure from nepotifin. This holy pope indeed 
made a'more worthy ufe of his riches, employing 
them equally in relieving the poor, and in rewarding 
men of virtue and merit. Whatever joy the church 
in general exprelfed at the eledon of fo pious a pope, 
and in expedition of its putting a final end to the 
lchifm, no body could be more affe&ed with it than 
the grand matter, who confidered it as a means to re- 
unite allChrittian princes, and engage them in a league 
againtt the Turks. With this view, and to carry on 
this important negotiation, he made choice of brother 
Walter de G ratty, prior of the church of Rhodes, and 
brother Lucius de Valines, grand marfhal, and lent 
them as his embattadors, to mott of the lovereigns of 
Chiittcndom, to notify to them the pope’s eledon. 
Their o/ders were to reprefeut in his name the favour- 
ablenels of the prelent jun&ure for making war upon 
the Turks ; that the throne of Bajazet had received a 
terrible Ihock by the fall of that prince, and by the 
victories of Tamerlane, and that they might make their 
advantage of the civil wars rifen up between the Ions of 
the turkifh prince, who difputed his fuccelfion, and the 
weak remains of his empire. 

The grand matter having acquainted the pope with 
the defign of this embatty, received the praifes due to 
his zeal on that account. The holy pontiff told him, 
that if they could carry their point in that affair, he 
would declare himfelf head of the league, and be at 
the chief expence of the expedition. At the fame time 
he fent a nuncio to Rhodes, to notify his eledon to 
brother Dominic of Germany, the grand matter’s lieu- 
tenant, and the council and convent of Rhodes. The 
pope, though the grand matter was near his perfon, 
took this ttep from a particular regard for the whole 
body of the order, which was always fuppofed to refide 
in the i fie of Rhodes. 


The 
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The pope, to put a final end to the particular fchifin 
which had io long in felted the order, ilTued out a bull 
which he ordered his nuncio to publilh over all Chri- 
dendom, wherein he declared that brother Philebert 
de Naillac was the only lawful grand mailer of all the 
knights of the older of St. John of Jerufalem, enjoin- 
ing, by virtue of the obedience they owed him, and 
under pairr of excommunication, all the religious 
of the order, whether knights, chaplains, or leaving 
brothers, in what part of the world loever they might 
refide, to acknowledge him for their head and only 
fuperior. 

In confequence of this bull, the grand mailer luin- 
moned a general chapter at Nice, which was after- 
wards tranllated to Aix in Provence ; and in his fum- 
mons, after reprelenting at large and in a moving man- 
ner, the evils which the Ichilin had cauled to the whole 
church in general, and to the order in particular, he 
orders all priors, and the four oldell commanders of 
each priory, to appear at at the chapter by the full of 
April, to take meafures by concei t for the rclloring of 
discipline and the reformation of the order, in the head 
as well as in the members of it. 

The grand mailer was preparing to let out for this 
alTembly, where his prelence was highly necelfary, in 
order to extinguilh ihe. remains of the Ichifin, and re- 
flore a perfetfl union and harmony between all the 
knights : when the pope, who knew his merit, and 
the peculiar talent he had for negotiations, obliged 
him to undertake an embafly from him to the kings oF 
France and England, who were then at war, to medi- 
ate a good peace, or at lead a long truce between 
them. The grand mader accepted this commilfion the 
more willingly, becaule he confidered the peace he 
was going to treat of as a means to engage thole two 
powerful monarchs to join their forces againd the infi- 
dels. But not to deprive the order by his abfence of 
the advantages that might be expe&ed from the chap- 
ter, he allowed that augud aflembly to chufe three 
perfons to prefide there in his dead 5 and the choice of 
U 3 the 
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the members fell upon the brothers James Tivelly prior 
of Auvergne, Raimoud de Lefture prior ofThouloufe, 
and Puilip de Langueglia prior of Lombardy. Iuthis 
chapter feveral regulations were made, of very great con- 
feqj^nces relating as well to the rcponfions, which 
were payable oui of ihecommandries into the common 
treafury, as to the ill ale which certain priors made 
of their authority. I he treafury had during the Ichifm 
been deprived of all iis dues and con libations arifing 
from the commandries fiiuated in England, Scotland,' 
Arragon, and pait of Germany ; in the kingdoms of 
the North, Bohemia, Hungary, and over ail Italy ; 
it was therefore ordered that vifitors fhould be lent in- 
to all theie countries, to re-eflablifh the right of the 
order there : and the priors were exprelsly prohibited 
from leizing for the future, as fome had done, in the 
commandrie? within their priories, upon the forefts, 
rights of fifliery, thole of mort-main and for-marriage, 
and in a word, upon all the feignioral rights which 
they had aflumed to themfelves to the prejudice of the 
commanders ; and a (iatute was made, that for the 
future, every commander, in order to enable him to 
pay his refponfions the more eafily, fhould enjoy all 
the rights and profits of his commandry, without the 
prior’s appropriating the lead part thereof to him (elf 
under any pretence whatever. They chofe likewife 
in this chapter an adminiftrator of the treafury, naming 
for that poft brother RaimonddeLefture prior ofThou- 
loufe, and grand commander of Cyprus, a knight very 
zealous for the interefl of his order, and well verfed 
in the direction and ordering of the public revenues. 
The order made choice of him, in hopes that he 
would find out an expedient to oblige the commanders 
of Italy and other countries, who had divided from 
the body of the order during the Ichifm, to pay the 
arrears of their refponfions, and continue thern for the 
future, with the exa&nefs which their profeflion requir- 
ed them to obferve,with refpeft to their ftatutes and the 
orders of their fuperiors. 

But t 
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But unhappily the fchifm was not yet extinguifhed. 
The council of Pifa, far from terminating that great 
affair, had only perplexed it the more. Bened ? <51 XIII. 
and Gregory XII. were indeed deposed there, and 
they had chofen Alexander V. for their lucceffor ; but 
the two fiift refufed to acknowledge the authority ot 
the council, and each of them maintained his own e- 
le&ion with more obflinacy than ever ; to that inftead 
of two popes as they had before, they had now three. 
Thefe troubles which infefted the church, lerved as a 
skreen to mod of the commanders, who under a 
pretence of adhering to thofe two antipopes, refufed 
obeying the giand mafler, and negle&ed to pay their 
refponfions. 

Pope Alexander V. dying in the beginning of May 
atBologna, they were ftrangely furpriled and lcandalifed 
to fee his place filled by cardinal Baltazar Coffa, legate 
or rather tyrant of Bologna. a He had been a pirate in 
his youth, and afterwards turned ecclefiaflic, as think- 
ing it the beft profefEon for him to make his fortune. 
This change he made without deviating in the leaft 
from his firfl way of life, and one would rather have 
taken him for a foldier than a man devoted to the fer- 
vice of the altar . His relations procured him after- 
wards an archdeaconry in the church of Bologna; but 
finding thatpofl too narrow for his ambition, he reiolv- 
ed to go to Rome ; and Vis faid, that when he fet out 
on his journey to that capital of the Chriflian world, 
his friends asking him whither he was going, “ I an* 
“ gohig, fays he, to the popedom. Boniface XI. 
lucceffor to Urban, and one of the popes who kept up 
the fchifm, made him his chamberlain ; a dignity in 
which he had amafs’d immenfe wealth, by employing 
all the tricks and artifices of fimony. But he did not 
labour for himfelf only, for he was obliged to account 
with Boniface, who was as greedy as himfelf in ferap- 

ing 

* In cuju9ele£Bone multi fcandalifati funt, quia ut tjrrannus 
rexifie Bononiaro, & vitae mundanae deditws dicebatur. Gobillio* 
inCofmod, jetatis 6 , cap. 30, 
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mg up riches, and who connived at his pilferings to 
(hare the profits with him. CoiTa procured the legate- 
(hip of Bologna from him, and a publican or farmer 
of the revenue made the mofl of it. They lay that 
it was partly by his credit and intrigues, that after the 
death of Boniface IX. and Innocent VII. his fucceflbr, 
he got Benedict XIII. and Gregory XII. depofed in 
the council of Pita, and Alexander V. ele&ed, whole 
great age made him flatter himlelf with the hopes of 
(uccecding him in a little time. But death moving with 
a flower pace than his ambition, he was fufpetfed of 
having got him poiioned in a dole of pliyfic. Theo- 
doric of Niem, who was his fecretary,in his hillory of 
the fchiffn, reprefents him as a man polluted with ava- 
rice, cruelty, and the mofl abominable inconti- 
nency. However, as he was elected canonically, he 
was enthroned and adored by the name of John 
XXIII. 

This change of dignity did not make him alter his 
conduct ; he was dill as loofe as ever in his morals, 
always grafping at other people’s wealth, and carrying 
on a lordid traffic with the mofl holy things. Sigil- 
mond the emperor, or only king of the Romans, whom 
we have had occafion to mention before in quality of 
king of Hungary, in a conference which he had with 
this pope at Lodi, opened himlelf very freely in rela- 
tion to his irregularities, and prefied him to put an end 
to the Icandal he gave to the whole church by his fi- 
inony. That prince had defired this interview in order 
to engage the pope to call a general council. Befides 
the benefit that might accrue from thence to the whole 
church, Sig’fmond who had always his own interefl 
in view, and was as great a politician as he was an ill 
captain, not finding himlelf in a condition fingly to 
fupport the war, which the Turks were making upon 
him in his kingdom of Hungary, flittered himlelf with 
the hopes, that if he could but carry his point in ex- 
tinguifhing the (chi fin, he might find a way to unite 
all the chriftian princes in a league againfl the infidels. 
With this view he carefled John XXIII. perfuading 
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him that he would get him acknowledged in a general 
council (by the condemnation of Benedid XIII. and 
Gregory XII.) for the (ole pope and pallor of the nni- 
verfal church. But his real delign , which indeed he 
kept to him (elf, and which was at lalt difeovered by 
time only, always was to have all the three popes de- 
pofed, and a fourth eleded, by the concurrence and 
votes of the cardinal^ of the three parties. Pope John 
who did not lee thro’ this fine political turn, and who 
flood in fear of the emperor, in order to keep meafures 
with him, called the council at Conftance. Befides 
the rooting out of the fchifm, which was the chief 
thingpropoled to be done in that auguft allembly, they 
were likewife to let about reforming the church in 
its head and members, and to examine at the fame 
time the dodrine of John Hus and Jerome of Prague, 
who had revived WicklifF’s heretical opinions in Bo* 
hernia. 

'Twas expedecl that the emperor’s remonftrances, 
and specially the calling of a general council, would 
keep the pope or the officers of the apoflolical cham- 
ber in fome awe ; but it made no alteration in their 
condcd. The order of St. John luffered in a particu- 
lar manner upon that account : the pope, or fuch as 
made ule of his authority, in confidei ation of a large 
fum of money, ifTued out a bull, by -which licence was 
given to a certain knight commander, who had made 
his vows, to renounce them, and to quit the habit of 
the order, and marry. The fbvereign pontiff at the 
fame time cauled the commandry, which that religi- 
ous enjoyed, to be refigned to him ; and they fay, 
he fold it afterwards to a boy not fourteen years old, 
whom he difpenfed with from taking the habit and 
makinghis vows. He carried theie forts of difpenfati- 
ons flill farther, in favour of another child but five years 
old, named Aloyfe or Alexis, natural fon to the king 
of Cyprus, whom he fufFered, in confederation of a rich 
commandry, which be fold to the king his father, to 
make the vows of the order at that age. 


Prom 
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From the fame principle of avarice, and without a- 
ny regard to the important fervices done by the order 
to all Chriftendom, he leized on all the priories and 
commandries that he heard were fallen vacant, and 
fold them afterwards to inch as offered mod: money, 
fb that the convent of Rhodes, or rather the whole 
order, was in danger of being utterly ruined by his 
avarice. 

This was the occafion of a letter which the coun- 
cil wrote to him in the ftrongeft as well as moft mov- 
ing terms. In this letter they reprelented to him with 
a generous liberty, that the knights, who redded at 
Rhodes, and in the neighbouring ifles, were to figna- 
lize their zeal againft the enemies of the faith, ihed- 
ding their blood daily in the defence of the Chriftians 
that went to vifit the holy places j that themlelves, as 
well as their predecelfors, had, at entering into the or- 
der, founded leveral commandries out of their own 
patrimony. That moft of the Chriftian princes, edifi- 
ed with their zeal, had followed their example in* 
making thole pious foundations ; that his holinels, by 
feizing on thole eftatcs, or beftowing them on his crea- 
tures, was going to deprive Rhodes of its gallant de- 
fenders, and the convent of the neceftary fupplies for 
its fubfiftence ; that the oldeft knights had always 
looked upon thole commandries as the juft recompence 
of their lervices, and the only means of relief in their 
old age; and that if he went on to deprive them there- 
of, they would foon fee the ifle of Rhodes abandoned 
as a prey to the infidels, and every knight unable to fub- 
fift there any longer, leeking at laft a refuge among his 
relations ; which could not fail of redounding to the 
great fcandal of Chriftendom, and the difhonour of the 
holy lee. 

Fond as the pope was of his fovereign power over 
all ecclefiaftical poftclTions, the juft complaints of the 
order, and his fear of the knights laying them before 
the council, lerved to counter-balance his avarice. He 
revoked the grant that he had made of the commandry 
of Cyprus in favour of the baftard abovementioned ; 
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but as lie never did any favour or aft of juftice gratis, 
he could not bring himlelf to pay the king of Cyprus 
back the money that he had received in hand ; the 
order was forced to re-imburfe it out of their own trea- 
fliry ; and after the council, in order to get rid of this 
oppreflion, had fubmitted to fuch hard conditions, he 
exafted fix thou land florins more from them in ready 
money, before he would ifliie out the brief of revoca- 
tion. 

We pals over in filence other excefles of his, (till 
more (hocking, which are mentioned by hiftorians, 
and the very afts of the council, though it were indeed 
to be wiflied they had drawn a veil over them. We 
(hall only lay, that though the pontiff, out of regard to 
the emperor, had appointed the council to be held at 
Conflance, an imperial city, fituated between Suabia 
and Switzerland, he yet came thither with great reluc- 
tance, as it he had foreboding apprehenfions of the fate 
that awaited him in that place. 

is laid, that when ne was arrived near the city, 
viewing it with tome concern from the top of a neigh- 
bouring mountain, he could not help faying, with an 
heavy imile, “ Theie is the hole where they catch 

foxes.” But as he had gone too far to return back, 
he enteied the place, attended by the cardinals and his 
whole court : he opened the council on the fiifl day 
of November, and appointed the fiifl ieffion to beheld 
on the lixteemh or the lame month. There puffed in 
this council things that w*di be ever memorable ; the 
profecution and depofing of two popes ; the voluntary 
or forced abdication or a thiic ; the canonical and law- 
fill eleftien ol a fourth ; the re-union of all the 
churches of the weft under his obedience ; the execu- 
tion of John Hus, and Jerome of Prague ; the civil 
war that bioke out on that occalion in Bohemia; the 
various fpiings made ule of to bring about fuch g>eat 
events ; all this has been treated of by inch learned 
pens, that we (hall only fay, with regard to the parti- 
1 cular defign of our work, that after the depofing of 
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John XXII. the celfion of Gregory XII. and the con* 
demnation of Benedict XIII. when they were to fill 
the chair of St. Peter, the holy council, in order to 
avoid the cabals fo ufual in the conclaves of the cardi- 
nals, and provide a worthy head for the univerfal 
church, ordered, in the fortieth fefilon, that for this 
once, and by content of the cardinals, fix ecclefiafti- 
cal deputies, out of each of the five nations which com- 
poled that auguft: aflembly, Ihould be joined with them- 
to make this important election. 

In fine, upon Thurfday the eleventh of November, 
fifty-eight electors gave their votes for Oiho Colonna, 
cardinal deacon of th£ title of St. George, avelo aureo, 
who in memory of St. Martin of Tours, whole feaft 
was kept that day, would be called Martin, and was 
the fifth of the name. This pope was defcended from 
one of the mod noble houfes, not only of Italy but of 
all Chridendom, which has in various ages produced 
great men and heroes of all characters. Such as have 
iince defcended from this noble race, have, by their 
great aCtions, reflected back as much ludre as ever 
they derived from their anceders. 

The pope, after the forty-fifth (effion, difmifled 
the fathers of the council on April 25th, with 
1418. the ufual ceremonies ; and 1 hole prelates who : 
had fo long been kept at a didance from their 
refpeCtive dioceles, let out on their journey back with 
pleafure. r l he grand malter would have been glad to 
have returned at the fame time to Rhodes ; the necef- 
fitiesofthe order called him back, and he was invit- 
ed thither by the ardent wilhes of all his knights, who 
had made feveral proceflions and public prayers for 
his prelervation and return. But his zeal for the whole 
body of the order did not allow him to quit Europe fo 
foon : all he could do was to lend eighteen thoufand 
crowns out of his own purfe to Rhodes, in order to re- 
lieve the wants of the convent there, which, by the 
unhappy confluences of the fchifm, was reduced to 1 
an extreme indigence. 

We 
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We have feen a little before, in the courfe of this 
hiftory, that the fatal fchiiin, which had in felted the 
church for above forty years, had occafioned a like 
divifion in the order of Sr. John, and that mod of the 
European knights adhered to fuch of the popes as their 
fovereigns followed. The unanimous election of Mar- 
tin V. having put an end to thefe different parties a- 
mong chriftian princes, the next bu finds was to root 
them out likeways in the order, and re-unite to the bo- 
dy of it all the various members that had feparated 
themfelves from it, and particularly the Italian knights, 
who, notwirhdanding the decrees and particular ordi- 
nance of pope Alexander V. had, under pretence that 
Gregory XII. would not own the authority of the 
council of Pifa, perfevered in the obedience of that 
antipope, under the authority of the pretended lieute- 
nants of the mafterfhip. The grand matter, after the 
voluntary cefTion of Gregory XII. and the unanimous 
eledfon of Martin V. conlidered that the mott impor- 
tant affair of his order would be to efface the leaft foot- 
fteps of this unhappy fchiiin. 

But as he could not undertake any thing without 
the confent and concurrence of the principal perfons 
of the order, he called an aifembly of the priors, re- 
ceivers, and oldeft commanders of France, Spain and 
Savoy, at Avignon. The grand matter acquainted them 
with the reafons of that particular convocation, and 
after various opinions had been propofed and debated, 
they agreed in one that fuited the republican govern- 
ment of the order, which was, to call a general chap- 
ter at Rhodes, and fummon the greateft number of pri- 
ors and old commanders that could pofTibly be got to- 
gether to it ; and wiihal to fend a particular deputati- 
on to the priors of Lombardy, Venice, Rome and Pifa, 
who had been till then averle to own the grand ma- 
tter's authority, in order that their re-union to the 
entire body of the order might be authorifed by the 
decrees of a general chapter ; or die that that auguft 
affembly, in which the fovereigntv of the order was 
Vol. II. X ’ vetted, 
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veftcd, might decree fuch penalties as they fliould 
think proper, again ft the diiobedient and refractory. 

With this view they commiffioned brother John 
tie Patru, the conventual treafhrer, to go into Italy ; 
and to authorifehlm with proper power, the grand 
inafter gave him the title of vifitor and corrector in 
the four priories above-mentioned : and his orders 
were to demand of them the re-eftabliftnnent of their 
refpondents, which had not been paid ever fince the 
beginning of the fchifin. A propolal of this nature, 
though undoubtedly juft, was not without great diffi- 
culties. The bufinels in queftion was to levy a fort 
-of tribute or tax upon a let of men that had been bred 
for above forty years together in a fpirit of indepen- 
dency. However, as thole knights had adhered to 
the Italian popes, only out of a notion, that they a- 
lone of all the competitors were the rightful fuccefTors 
of St. Peter, and had fubmitted to them in the fince- 
rity of their heart ; thefe, as foon as they had account 
of the voluntary ceftion of Gregory XII. and the una- 
nimous election of Martin V. readily acknowledged 
this laft pontiff; and from the fame difpofition, receiv- 
ed the vifitor with relpeCt, making proteftations of 
their filial obedience to the grand inafter, and promif- 
ing to come to Rhodes to the general chapter, in or- 
der to receive its decrees in perfon, and conform them- 
■lelvesto them in every article. 

The priors of Capua and Barletta, the commanders 
of St. Euphemia, Venufta, Naples, and St. Stephen de 
Monopoly and all the knights of the kingdom of * 
Naples, excited by their example, difpatched the che- 
valier de la Porte to the grand mafter, with a letter 
drawn up in the form of a legal inftrument, wherein 
they acknowledged him for their lawful fuperior, and 
demanded with earneftnefs to be received immediately 
into an union with the body of the order, from which 
they laid they had been feparated by the misfortune of 
ihe times. 

Their deputy met with the grand mafter at Eo- 
ic^na. That brave old man ; notwithftanding his great 
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age, and the fatigues he muft neceflkrily pais through- 
in fuch continual voyages, had come to Florence to 
confer with the pope, in order to find out an expedient 
to engage the moft potent Chriftian piinces in a league 
againft the Tons of Bajazet, who began to make them- 
lelves formidable ; and after having taken leave of the 
pontiff, he went to Bologna, where the envoy from 
Naples met him. The grand mafter was greatly pleat- 
ed to fee all his order united at lafi : together, and in- 
formed with the fame fipirit of fubmiilion and obedi- 
ence. His anfwer to the Neapolitan knights was, that 
now he had received fuch a declaration of their ktbmifi- 
fion and re-union with the body of the order, he had 
nothing more to wifh for before he died ; that he in- 
vited them to come to the general chapter that was to 
be held at Rhodes on the eighth of September that very 
year ; and that in order to prepare the matters which 
were to be treated of in that place, it would-be proper 
for them to meet him at Ancona, to deliberate toge- 
ther about them in an affembly which he would hold 
there before the end of March. 

The bailiffs, the priors, and the principal commande- 
ers of Italy, did not fail to come to the affembly. Bro- 
ther John Pignatelli, commander of St. Stephen cf 
Monopoli, was the only perfon, who, though exprefsly 
fummoned, negle&ed to appear there. The grand 
mailer was at fir (l of opinion to take no notice of the 
only perfon that proved refiaciory to his orders : he 
law plainly that it was the dregs, and a fort of leaven 
of the fame rebellious fipirit that had caufed fuch a de- 
ftru&ive fchifm in the order ; but as he was for ex- 
tinguifhing even the leaft fpaiks of it, he ordered him 
to be fummoned a fecond time to appear before him, 
allowing him only to the fifteenth of April for that 
purpofe. The commander perfifted in an obftinate h- 
lence ; and the grand mafter was forced to fend him 
a third fummons, enjoining him upon his obedience to 
come to Rhodes within five months, on pain of being 
degraded from the order, and deprived of his com- 
mandry. He perfifted even fome time longer in his 
X 2 dif- 
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di /obedience; but feeing preparations made for exe- 
cuting the grand mailer’s orders a gain ft him, he made 
his fubmiffion and returned to his duty. The next 
thing the aflembly applied themfelves to, was to relfcore 
the regular di/cipline in all the provinces of Italy : le- 
veral very neceftary regulations were there made ; 
what was lels urgent was put off to the general chap- 
ter, and every body prepared to let out immediately 
for Rhodes. 

The grand mafter embarked foon after, and arrived 
fafe at Rhodes towards the end of July, where he was 
received with universal joy, and with that tender re- 
aped! which a great merit, fupported by a great dignity, 
always infpires. The people in particular, to whom he 
was a father rather than a prince, made bonfires on the 
day of his return, which was kepi as a general feaft all 
over the ifland. The grand matter’s thft care was to 
examine into the ftate of the magazines ; and finding 
that the badnels of the laft harveft had railed the price 
of corn, he lent (hips immediately to leveral ports of 
Italy, to fetch corn of all forts from thence, which 
brought back plenty into his territories. 

This great man afterwards opened the general 
chapter. There had not for a conftderable time been 
held any one fo remarkable, either for the number of 
perfons that compoled it, or for the importance of the 
matters there treated of. Here appeared for the fir ft 
time moft of the knights that had been before engaged 
in the fchifm, and had infallibly, though with good 
intentions, tranfgrelTed the bounds of their duty. They 
all returned to it : the priors and bailiffs of Italy, Eng- 
land, the kingdoms of the North, Bohemia, Hungary 
and Arragon, made a folemn recognition of the grand 
mafter as their head and only fuperior : the fchifin was 
never mentioned but with deteftation: the knights, 
who had been under different obediences in order to 
celebrate their re-union, embraced one another with 
joy ; and both confidering it as the refult of the grand 
mailer’s wildom, ftrove to guels at his intentions, and 
anticipate them by conforming themfelves to them. 

The 
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The great and only object they all had in view was 
the glory of God, and the defence of their fellow" 
Chriftians ; Co that before the chapter broke up, he 
eafily got feveral decrees palled, very neceflary for the 
re-eftablifhment of difcipline, and the regulation of 
the revenues of the order. He fent the records of this 
chapter to the pope, who ratified them by his authori- 
ty. ’Twas the leal which that wife pontiff put to the 
peace and union of the order ; and it was likeways 
the laft tranfadtion that palled under the government 
of this grand mailer. It looked as if he waited only 
for the news of it, in order to quit life with great- 
er fatisfadlion. He fell ill a little while after 
he had received the pope’s brief, and without 1421. 
any preparation but that of an holy Life, end- 
ed his days with a tranquility that may be confidered as 
a prefage of the felicity which heaven defigned for him. 
His place was filled by brother Anthony 
Fluvian, or de la Riviere, of the priory Anthony 
of Catalonia, ftandard-bearer of the or- Fluvian. 
der, and grand prior of Cyprus, or great 
conlervator and lieutenant to his predecefTor. The 
peace which the order had enjoyed in the laft years of 
the mafterlhip of Naillac, was interrupted by feveral 
enterprifes of the infidels ; and the knights faw them- 
felves fuccelfively attacked by the Turks of Alla, and 
by the Saracens of Egypt. 

We have feen in the beginning of this book, in what’ 
manner the Ottoman power had like to have been en- 
tirely deftroyed by the valour and good fortune of Ta- 
merlane, and the captivity and death of Bajazet. This 
laft prince left four Tons, Yfa or Jofhua, Mufa or Mu- 
fulman, Mofes and Mahomet. Jofhua, after Tamer- 
lane’s death, recovered Burfa from the Moguls, and 
would have made a greater progrefs, had he not been 
obliged to turn his arms againft Mufulman, who, fup- 
ported by a body of troops, which the emperor of Con- 
ftantinople furnifhed him with, advances againft his 
brother, attacks, beats, takes him prifoner, and caufes 
Jinn to be ftrangled. Mofes, who feemed only to wait 
X3 the 
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the fuccefs of this civil war, before he declared him- 
felf, appears upon the flage with a flrong army, eizes 
on Adrianople, and offers battle to his brother, but was 
betrayed by the Bulgarians in his army, who delbrted 
him in the heat of the engagement. Mofes knowing 
very well the fate allotted to the vanquifhed, flies and 
gets into Adrianople, referving himfelf for another oc- 
cafion. He gathers together and rallies the remains of 
his army, bribes Chalan aga of the Janizaries, and E- 
brenez commander of the Spahi, who come over to his 
party. With this reinforcement he again marches a- 
gainffc his brother, defeats his army, and getting him 
into his power, caufes him to be firangled. 

The Greek emperor, to foment this civil war among 
the Turks, fets up Mahomet Zelebin, i. e. the young, 
againfl Mofes : lie was the lad of Bajazet’s Tons, and 
during the misfortunes of his family, had been hid in 
thehoufc of a lute-firing maker. ’Tisfaid that he learn- 
ed the trade, and that thole who were entrufled with 
his education did not let him know the greatnefs of 
his extra&ion, the better to conceal him. However it 
was, this young prince, with the fuccours of the Greeks, 
of the prince of Caramania, and of the de/pot of Ser- 
via, levies an army ; and though he had never made a 
campaign before, advances to attack his brother, and 
offers him battle, which he Jofes. Notwithflanding 
his defeat, he, by the affi fiance of his allies, levies new 
troops, and againadvances towards his brother, holding 
at the fame time a fecret correfpondence with fome per- 
fbns in his army. Chafan aga of the Janizaries, and 
Ebrenez commander of the fpahi, who had betrayed 
Mafulman to lerve Mofes, now abandon this prince and 
go over to the army of Mahomet. The aga carried his 
rebellion and perfidioufnels Hill farther; and before the 
two armies engaged, he advanced to thefirfl ranks, en- 
deavouring by feditious difeourfes to corrupt the Jani- 
zaries, that were left in Mofes’s party. This prince, 
provoked at his impudence and treafon, rides up to 
him, and with his feymitar in hand, aims at his head, 
but was prevented by Chalan’s fquire ; who cut off hi$ 
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fword hand. This unlucky accident decided the vic- 
tory and his life ; his foldiers feeing him return into 
their ranks with but one hand, and all over bloody, 
interpreted his wound as a manifellation of his being 
proferibed by heaven; upon which they deferred him, 
and went to lay their ftandards and colours at the feet 
of Mahomet. 

The vi&orious prince caufed Moles, who was found 
hid in a marfh, to be fird fecured, and afterwards 
drangled, becoming by his death allured of the crown, 
and of reigning without a competitor. TheTurkifh hi- 
dorians do not put Yfa or Jofhua, Mufulman, nor Mo- 
fes, who reigned one after another, in the lid of their 
emperors, but reckon all that paded from Bajazet’s 
death till Mahomet I. as an interregnum. But all the 
Greek authors place thele princes among the fultans ; 
and as the hiftory of the Ottomans makes part of that 
of the knights of St. John their perpetual enemies, 
we could not help giving a fummary account of the 
fuccefs of the civil wars which infeded that new em- 
pire, till the advancement of Mahomet I. upon the 
throne of his ancedors. This prince enjoyed the fo- 
vereign authority peaceably during the eight years 
which he reigned, and was fucceeded by Amurath II. 
his elded fon, one of the greated princes of that nati- 
on. The conqueds of this lad blotted out the re- 
membrance of thole of Tamerlane, and redored the 
Ottoman empire to its former fplendor. His arms were 
equally fuccelsful in Europe and in Ada. The Cara- 
nianian and other infidel princes of the ead felt their 
fury, as well as the Albanians, Hungarians and Trans- 
alpine Wallachians. He ravaged thole great provinces, 
making mod of the fovereigns tributaries to him, and 
would have extended his conqueds dill farther, had not 
a dop been put to them by Scanderbeg, the fon of 
JohnCadriot king of Albania, on one fide, and by John 
Huniades Vaivod of TranfylvanVa, and general of 
the troops of Hungary, on the other, both of them the 
greated captains of their age, who with an inconfider- 
a!ble number of forces, but fupported by an intrepid^ 
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courage, and the mod exquifite experience in war, 
checked the rapid progrds of his arms. 

He afterwards turned them again (l feveral princes 
that poflefled places in the Morea, and in the ifles of 
the Archipelago. All thefe petty fovereigns had re- 
courfe to the order of St. John, and engaged the bailiff 
of the Morea to go to Rhodes to implore the fuccour 
of the grand mailer. That prince, affuated by the 
fpirit of his order, refolved, in concert with the coun- 
cil, to fend fome gallies into thofe feas, in order to dif- 
cover the defign of the infidels. But as they were pre* 
paring to put fome troops on boafd, there came advice 
that the prince of Scanderoon or Alexandretta, in con- 
junction with other vaflals of the grand feignior, was 
a dually at fea, with a fleet compofed of veffels of 
different bulk, and fix gallies belonging to the lord of 
Scanderoon. The grand mailer readily fufpeCted their 
defign to be againil Rhodes, or at lead againff the neigh- 
bouring ifles which depended on the order. This 
news fulpended the fuccours defigned for the Morea. 
They fitted out all the gallies of the order and failed in 
quefl of the enemies fleet : but as the infidels did not 
care to come to a decifive battle, they avoided an en- 
gagement ; and inorderto make themfelves amends for 
the expence of this armament, they took fome mer- 
chant ihips of Rhodes and Venice. 

Whilst the knights and the Turks, equally ani- 
mated againil one another, were roving up and down 
the leas, ravaging the coafls, where they could make 
any de;cent, and labouring to furprife one another, 
there darted up a new enemy to the order, who was 
almoft as near Rhodes as the Turks, but more formi- 
dable, on account of his maritime forces, his fleets, and 
particularly from the skilfulnefs of his fubjeCts in na- 
vigation, in which they excelled, efpecially fince he 
began his reign. I fpeak of the famous fultan of Egypt 
Alnazer-al-Daher,a CircaiTian by birth, whom the Ma- 
melukes had railed to the throne. They admitted none 
into that body, which was the flrongeil in Egypt, but 
foreign flaves j and thefe generally were young child* 
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rcn that had either been taken by the Tartars in their 
incuiuons, or elfe fold to them by their unnatural pa- 
rents. The Egyptians bought all they could, and 
brought up thele young men in exercifes fuitable to the 
profefEon they deligned them for ; and when they 
were able to bear arms, they incorporated them into 
the body of the Mamalukes. *Twas in this manner, 
thatDaher,whom we N are fpeaking of, was admitted into 
that body ; and after many long years of fervice, and a 
great (eries of glorious anions and diftinguifhed valour, 
was at 1 aft advanced to the fovereign power, which by 
the laws of that body could never devolve from tamer 
to fon, or delcend to his heirs. 

Da her in order to maintain himfelf in a dignity 
fubjetft to frequent revolutions, from the inconftancy 
and editious temper of the Mamalukes, and alfo to find 
employment for their courage, declared war againfi 
Janus ofLufignan king of Cyprus. His fleet landed a 
confiderablearmy in the ifland. The king immediately 
applied to the order for afliftance; and tho’ the knights 
were then at peace with the Saracens, the grand ma- 
tter and council could not fee their arms fo near the 
ifle of Rhodes, without fearing fome unhappy confe- 
quences to the order from that war. As the territories 
belonging to it were fuuated between thole of the 
Turkifh emperor and the fultan of Egypt, the council 
was always lo politic as to maintain peace with one ot 
thole infidel princes, whilft it was engaged in war 
with the other. Agreeable to this maxim they could 
have wifhed to have had no quarrel with the Saracens, 
whiltt they were at war with the Turks. The grand 
matter, in this view, omitted nothing that might con- 
tribute to the bringing about a peace between the fultan 
of Egypt and the king of Cyprus ; but as the Egypti- 
an regulated his pretenfions by his forces, he inlitted 
that the king of Cyprus fliould acknowledge himfelf 
liis vaflal, and as iuch, pay him and his fucceflbrs an 
annual tribute, and fliould likewife re-imburle him all 
the expence he had been at in that armament and ex« 
peditioiv 


Taess 


22$ Hijlory cf the Knights of Malt A. 

These conditions were too hard to be accepted ; 
fo that there was a neceffiry of deciding the dilpute by 
arms. Acls of hoftility were begun on both Tides. 
The order, as an ally of the crown of Cyprus, lent 
over con fiderable fuccours at different times. The war 
proved long and bloody. At lad they came to a battle, 
the particulars of which we are unacquainted with. 
We only know in general, that the Chridians lod it, 
and that a great number of Cypriot lords and gentle- 
men, and leveral knights of St. John, were (lain at the 
fame time. The Saracens had a compleat victory, 
and the king, to make the misfortune dill greater, fell 
into the hands of the infidels, who carried him to A* 
lexandria. 

The grand matter hearing this bad news, and fear- 
ing the infidels might feize on the whole ifland, lent 
over new liiccours of men and money, and gave fecret 
alfurances to the principal lords of the kingdom, that 
the order would never abandon them, provided they 
would not abandon theinfelves ; and that they fliould 
take up a noble refolution to die (word in hand rather 
than fubmit to the Mahometans. But thole lords, di- 
vided among themlelves, and effeminated by pleafures, 
not difeovering any great courage and refolution, fent, 
by the grand matter’s advice, embaffadors to Egypt, 
to the liiltan’s court, to treat for the ranforn of their 
fovereign. The negotiation was fpun out a great length. 
The fultan, in hopes that his troops would foon reduce 
the whole ifland, was every day ttarting new difficul- 
ties ; but the Egyptian general foon found a flop put 
to the progress of his arms by the valour of the knights *. , 
By way of revenge, he ravaged the great commandry 
or bailliage which the order pofTetted in that ifland, 
demoliffiing the homes, cutting down the trees, and 
rooting up the vines ; fo that this great commandry, 
which was reckoned the richett of the order, was en- 
tirely ruined. The fultan too refolvedjto turn the efforts 
of his arms againtt the ifle of Rhodes, hoping that if he 
could make himfelf matter of it, that of Cyprus, being 
left deftitute of the liiccours of the knights, would of 
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ccurfe fall into his hands. And as ambitions princes 
feldom let any bounds to their projects, the iultan flat- 
tered himlelf, that the conqueft of the ifles of Rhodes 
and Cyprus would pave the way to that of all the ifles 
of the Archipelago ; and that after this, Alia minor 
could never relift a power fo formidable as his would 
then be. Full of fuch vaft deligns, the dangers and 
difficulties of which his ambition concealed from him, 
he again let the negotiation on foot with the einbafla- 
dors of Cyprus. His minifters let a price upon the 
king’s liberty, and demanded an hundred and twenty 
thou land florins of glod for his random. The prince 
rejedled this propolal, not only becaule he looked 
on the fum as too extravagant, but alio becaule he 
wanted money, his exchequer being quite exhaufted 
by the war. But the grand mafter, who was afraid 
left: the Saracens Ihould at lafl feize on the ifle of Cy- 
prus, adviled him to get out of the hands of thole bar- 
barians at any rate ; and the order, to facilitate his li- 
berty, fupplied him with the greateft part of his ran- 
lom. Peace was made on thele conditions. 

The iultan, to amufe the grand mafter, and under 
pretence of defiring to maintain a lading peace with 
the order, renewed at the fame time the treaty which 
the fultan his predeceflbr had made during the mafter- 
11 lip of Naillac. But the grand mafter, who paid for 
good intelligence, and kept fpies in Alexandria, and 
even in that prince’s council, was foon informed of 
liis moft lecret defigns. To prevent being furprifed 
by the Barbarian, he immediately fent advice of it to 
popeEugenius IV. and to moft of the chriftian princes, 
tranfmitting at the fame time a general fummons into 
all parts of the chriftian world, with exprefs injundli- 
ons to the priors to lend away forthwith 25 knights or 
commanders out of each priory to Rhodes. But a 
much greater number of them arrived, whom zeal and 
-courage had drawn thither ; part of them were kept at 
Rhodes, and the reft diftributed into the ifles belong- 
ing to the order. - Brother Hugh de Sarcus, grand 
prior of France, fent to the capital of the order a fhip 
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laden with cro/s-bows, arrow-heads, and other arms 
neceffary for the defence of the place. The grand 
matter took care to fupply it with corn and all forts of 
provifions: in tine, this worthy chief, by his vigilance 
and a&ivity, put himself in fo good a pofture to receive 
the enemy, that the news of his armament foon patted 
into Egypt ; and the fultan flattering himielf that the 
order could not long maintain fo great a number of 
kniphts, thought fit to fufpend his enterprife. 

This great expence however having emptied the 
treafury of the order, the grand matter, to fill it again, 
refohed to call a general chapter at Rhodes, as the 
cuftomwas in thofeiimes: the priors generally brought 
to lie chapters the refponfions of the commandries that 
lay within their priories, with a lift of tho(e who had 
not discharged that obligation : and as it was impofli- 
ble for the order to maintain fo many different wars a- 
gaiiift the infidels without this fupply, the chapter de- 
creed fev ere penalties againft fuchas were negligent and 
refractory, endeavouring at the fame time by new ci- 
tations, to raife the nectflary funds for the armaments 
of the order. 

’Twas with this defign, and with a view of re* 
ftoring a regularity in dilcipline, that the grand ma- 
tter called the chapter at Rhodes, to be held there on 
May 25 . 1428. at which, among a great number of 
priors, ba ; liffs, and commanders, were alio brother 
John de Vivone, poor of Aquttain, and lieutenant to 
the grand matter in the three languages of Fiance ; 
brother John de Ventadour, great commander ; bro- 
ther Anrhony de St. Chamand, mai fhal of the order ; 
bi other John de Lattic, prior of Auvergne ; bro- 
ther Gratian de la Tour, bailiffs of the commerce 
of Rhodes, and feveral other old knights of different 
nations. 

T he grand matter opened the chapter with a di£ 
courfe, in whit f he re; refented the unavoidable ex- 
pellees the order had been obliged to put themfelves 
t< , . oth in defending the ifland of Cyprus, as well as 
hig uai ding againft the fulian’s ill defigns, the con- 
fluences 
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fequcnces of which were always to be feared ; that 
Rhodes and the iflands which depended on it, if they 
did not keep up a fufEcient body of forces, could never 
be fecured from the attempts of Amurath ; and that 
the order fupported itfelf only by the jealoufy that was 
fomented between the Turks and Saracens, two formi- 
dable powers, which it would be hard to refill, if 
from a zeal for a religion that was common to both, 
they fhould join their forces againfl: the order; that ill 
this fituation nothing came into the treafury out of the 
priories of France, the commandries of which had been 
ruined in the war carried on by the Englifh in that 
kingdom ; that Bohemia, Moravia, and Silefia, be- 
ing harafled by the Hulfites, did not furnilh any quota 
to the order ; that Boland being engaged in a war a- 
gainll the Teutonic knights, fcarce kept up any cor- 
refpondence with Rhodes ; and that if was the bufinefs 
of the chapter, by lome wi;e regulations, to re-efta- 
blifh, as near as pofiible, the rdponfions on the old 
footing, which thofe several nations feemed entirely to 
have forgot. 

The chapter, out of regard to thefe juft remonilran- 
ces, and to make up the fund of the refponfions of 
France, granted leave to alienate feveral lands belong- 
ing to the commandries of the order to fecular perlons, 
for whom they lay convenient, provided always that 
fuch alieuations were made only for life, and at a cer- 
tain rate. With the lame view, they, by the next fta- 
tute, erected a new dignity in the language of Ger- 
many, that of great bailiff, and annexed to it an in- 
fpe&ion and authority over all the priories and com- 
mandries lying in Germany, particularly in Bohemia 
and the adjoining j rovinces, where the Hulfites had 
made cruel ravages ever fince the execution of John 
H s and Jerom of Prague at the council of Conltance. 
To the autho. it) and functions of grand bailiff of Ger- 
many, they annexed likewiie the infpedtion over the 
governor and cable of Sr. Peter, a ftrong place in 
Cana. built, as we have obferved, near or upon the 
foundations of the old city of Halicainalfus, and lerv- 
Vql. II. Y ing 
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iug for a bulwark to the ifle of Rhodes on the fide of 
Alia minor and the main land. The great bailiff was 
to vifit this place every year, either in perlon or by 
his lieutenant. He was empowered by his commiffion 
to review the garrifon ; to break ufelefs foldiers ; to 
fill up their places with others more capable of ferving: 
in a word, every thing that concerned the defence of 
that cattle and its territory was put under his jurifdidtt- 
on, except only the houfhold and officers of the go- 
vernor, and fome foldiers, who after the taking of 
Smyrna by the Mogul Tartars, had thrown themfelves 
into the fea, and fwimming to the (hips of the order 
that lay at anchor, efcaped the fury of thole barbari- 
ans. The order by way of recompence for their va- 
lour, had affigned them this place as a retirement for 
the reft of their lives, where they were taken care of, 
and maintained at the public expence. The chapter had 
afterwards given the ifland of Nizzaro to brother Fan- 
tin Quirini, prior of Rome, by an infeofment, on 
condition of paying an annual rent, of 600 florins of 
gold to the public treafury ; of maintaining there, at 
his own expence, a garrifon neceffary for its defence ; 
and of giving fiibfiftence to two knights and a ferving 
brother. ’Twas then the cuftom in all the priories of 
the order, that when they admitted a young knight, 
they affigned him at the lame time a commandry for 
his refidence, the commander whereof was to fubfift 
and maintain him, and bring him up in the ipirit of 
the order, till fuch time as he was qualified to go to 
Rhodes. 

By this wife regulation, the practice of which it 
were to be wifhed might be reftored,no youngknights 
were to N e feen wandering about in cities and provin- 
ces, and often without having any thing religious about 
them but the crofs of the order, which fome ftill wear 
rather as a badge of diftin&ion that flatters their vani- 
ty, than as a mark of the obligations they have enter- 
ed into before the altar, of leading an holy and regular 
life. 


Be 
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Be that as it will, at prelent we find in the annals 
of the order, that the commander of Cagnac defiring 
to be exculed from receiving into his houle a young 
knight called brother William de Riery, who had 
been afiigned the commandry ofCagnac for his refi- 
dence ; the commander, whether lie pretended that 
his houie was too full of pupils, or that it was the turn 
of the commander of St. Salpice, lent him to hirm 
This latter refuled to receive him, and complained to 
the grand matter, who being very juttly angry at the 
commander ofCagnac, threatned to deprivehim of his 
habit and commandry, if he neglected to provide for 
the young knight whom the order had committed to 
his care ; a circumttance which I (hould not have 
taken notice of, had it not lerved to fhew, that in the 
middle of the fifteenth age, near 400 years after the 
firft inttitution of the order, all the commandries of it 
were like fo many femlnaries and academies, where 
the knights were alike educated in piety and the exer- 
cile of arms, two qualities, which though they happen 
not to meet together in fecular perlous, may never- 
thelefs form great men in each particular kind, but 
which ought to be ever united in a knight of the order 
of St. John. 

’Twas from the fame Ipirit of regularity, and to 
keep the knights the more clofely to their refidence, 
that the grand matter forbad them, by an exprels bull, 
to go to Rome, and fettle in the pope’s court, without 
his permillion, or that of the procurator general of the 
order. He made this wile regulation in order to check 
the rettlefs and ambitious humour of fome knights, who 
the fooner to po fiefs themfelves of the commandries and 
principal dignities, inftcad of meriting them by their 
lervices, fought to get them by recommendation from 
the pope or his cardinals, who had the greatett hand in 
the government of the church. Thus was it that the 
grand matter, in the interval which the truce made 
with the fultan of Egypt allowed him, employed his 
authority to maintain a regularity of dilcipline among 
his religious. To make their abode in the ifle and 
Y 2 convent 
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convent of Rhodes more convenient for them, he built 
a magnificent infirmary upon the foundations of the old 
one, endowing it at his own ex pence. According to 
the fpirit and conftant practice of the order, liich 
knights as were fick or wounded, were vifited and 
taken care of there, with all the regard and attention 
due to noble perfonages, that reprefented the con- 
s querors of the ifle, and were every day defending the 
pofTettion and fovereignty of it at the expence of their 
blood. 

In thepra< 51 ice of thefe peaceful virtues, did the grand 
matter Anthony Fluvian,or de la Riviere, end 
1437. his days. He faw the approaches of death 
without any ditturbance, and great piety : and 
defiring to die as he had always lived, a true religious, 
he difpofed of all his effects, and lent 200,000 ducats 
into the treafury, the fruit of histhriftinefs and retrench- 
ments from that magnificence which luxury and vanity 
at that time required of fuch as filled the firft dignities 
in the church. 

The chapter aflembled immediately to provide him 
a fucceffor, and the members of it had recourfe to ar- 
bitration : they firft made choice of \ 3 knights, to 
whom the chapter referred the right of ele&ion. Thefe 
1 3 eledlors prepared themfelves for it by receiving the 
facraments of penance and the holy eucharitt : they 
afterwards fhut themfelves up in a room diftinfl from 
the chapter-houfe, and after a careful examination of 
the merit of the feveral candidates, of their perfotial 
qualities, and efpecially of thole which were moft pro- 
per for government, they unanimoufly gave their votes 
in favour of brother Jo hn de La stic, 
John de grand prior of Auvergne, who was ac- 
Lastic knowledged in form by all the chapter as 

1437. grand matter of the order. As that lord 
was then at his priory, they immediately 
difpatched two grand erodes to carry him the inftru- 
ment of his election ; but before thefe deputies let out 
for Rhodes, the convent made them take an oath, that 
they would not ask any favour of him before he had 

taken 
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taken pofteftion of his dignity, none elj'ecially that 
might be to the prejudice of the fenior knights of the 
order. 

The grand matter, upon the news of his ele<ftion,. 
made the bett of his way for Rhodes. As loon as he 
arrived there, he received advice from the ipies which 
the order kept in Egypt, that lecret defigns were form- 
ing in that kingdom againft the ifle of Rhodes, and 
what was dill worle, thefe fpics informed him, that 
they fulpected that Amurath II. emperor of the Turks, 
approved this enterprize, or at leatt wouJd not op- 
pole it. 

The emulation and jealoufy between thole two 
neighbouring powers had terved hitherto as a kind of 
fuccour to the order : but Amurath being unealy at 
the league made againft him by the chriftian princes, 
was well enough fatisfied that the flikan of Egypt 
fhould at this juncture find employment for all the for- 
ces of the knights. However, as they were not yet 
fully acquainted with that prince’s intentions, the 
grand matter lent brother John Morel, prior of the 
church, to him, as his embafiailor, under pretence of 
notifying his election to him, and to demand of him a 
renewing of the truce which the order had made with 
his predeceiror. ’Twas a common pradtice in the or- 
der, and which the popes had authorized., for the knights 
to make a truce with one party of infideh, at the lame 
time they were oppofing another. The prior of 
Rhodes executed his commiflion with great skill and 
addrels. The grand leignor returned the civilities paid 
him in the new grand matter’s name, with other com- 
pliments, but exprelfed in general terms that carried 
no meaning with them; declining at the fame time to 
enter into any negotiation, under pretence that the old 
treaties were fufficient for the fecurity of both fides. 
The prior returned to Rhodes, and acquainted the 
grand matter, that though war was not declared, yet 
peace was not the more to be depended on. The grand 
matter, in order to dHcover, if poftlble, the ddigm of 
ibe infidels, lent William de Laftic his nephew, lenef- 
Y 3 clv.il 
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chal of the order, with two veffels, towards the coafl 
of Egypt and Barbary. This knight was not long be- 
fore he returned to Rhodes, and acquainted the grand 
mailer that he would be immediately attacked by all the 
forces of Egypt. The certainty of war made the 
knights arm without lofsof time ; they fitted out eight 
gallies, four fiiips with high decks, and feveral trans- 
port vefiels, putting a considerable body of troops on 
board of them, working at the fame time in the 
ifie of Rhodes, and thole adjacent to it, in order 
to put the principal places in a condition of defence. 

The fultan on his fide put to fea a confiderable fleet, 
confifting of eighteen gallies, a great number of vefiels 
of different bulk, well provided with arms, and laden 
with a confiderable body of crofs-bow-rrren and land 
forces. But to give fome colour to this armament, the 
fultan pretended, that the ifle of Rhodes, as well as that 
of Cyprus, depended formerly on the empire of Egypt. 
The firfl attempt made by his forces, was upon a little 
5 /land called Chateau-roux, fituated an hundred miles 
to the ead of the ifie of Rhodes, and only a mile, or 
at mod a French league, from Lycia. This ifie, or 
rather this rock, belonged to the order, who bad for- 
tified it with acadle, over the gate of which the arms 
of the order of St. John, and thole 1 of Arragon, were 
quartered ; a circumdauce which might incline us to 
believe that it was the language of that nation which 
had fortified this little place. 

The Saracens met with little oppofition in making 
their defcent,and in all probability feized on this little 
eadle with the like eafe ; at lead there is no paffage in 
hidory that takes notice of any confiderable combat 
that happened; they re-embarked after having dedroyed 
this fettlement, failed for Rhodes, and appeared off the 
ifiana on September 25th, 1440. 

The inhabitants emulating the example and care of 
the grand mader and his knights, had taken arms, and 
lining the coads, appeared refolute to oppofe the infi- 
dels, if they fhould offer to make a defcent. The 
raarfbal of the order, who, by virtue of that pod, had 

the 


John de Lastic Grand M after , 247 

the command of the fleet, failed out of the port in good 
order, and though he was much inferior to the enemy 
in number of (hips, yet he advanced boldly and offer- 
ed them battle. The infidels, who imagined that all 
the fliips of the order were out a cruizing, were fur- 
prized to fee this armament, and retired into a bay, 
where turning the poops of their fhips towards the 
land, they contented themlelves with making a great 
fire with their artillery, to keep the Chriftians at a dif- 
tance. They were anfwered in the fame manner; the 
reft of the day paffed in cannonading one another, and 
night coming on, the Chriftian fleet put into the port 
of Rhodes, the commander of it defigning, after he had 
taken in fome powder and freih troops, to return im- 
mediately in queft of the enemy: but the Saracens 
feeing that it was impracticable to attack Rhodes in 
fight of the chriftian fleet, fet fail in the night. Their 
defign was to furprife the ifle of Lango. The marfhal, 
whole experience fupplied theplaceof fpies. gueffing at 
their defign, put out to fea at the fame time, and crowd- 
ing all the fail he could, and his men plying their oars, 
he advanced with great expedition under the cannon 
of the caftle of Lango, fo that the Saracens, when they 
came up, were ftrangely furprifed to find him in their 
front, drawn up in the order of battle, and offering to 
fight them a fecond time. 

The Egyptian admiral, aftonifhed at this, tacked a- 
bout to avoid an engagement, and got to an iiland which 
belonged to the Turks; and entering into the harbour, 
which feemed in a manner abandoned, he joined his 
gallies to one another, with their prows towards the 
fea, and erected batteries upon them, to repulfe the 
knights if they fliould offer to attack him ; and the 
Turks, who inhabited the ifland, knowing Amurath’s 
intentions, and influenced likeways by the religion 
which they profelfed in common with the Saracens, 
ran to their fuccour againft the Chriftians. 

The marfhal, who had followed the Egyptian fleet 
without lofing fight of it, feeing' it fo well fortified, 
-called a council of war. Moft of the officers, in order 

to 
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to Tflande biin from attacking the infidels, reprefented 
to him their number and forces, which were much fu- 
perior to thoie of the order ; and befides, there was a 
bad bottom in that place, it being filled with a quick 
fand that was very dangerous They were all for re- 
turning to Rhodes ; but the mar dial, who did not know 
what danger was, told them that the knights of St. 
John were never ufed 10 count the number of their ene- 
mies, and t hat he would iooner chafe to meet with a 
grave in the lea, than ly under the reproach of feeing, 
the barbarians lo near him, without daring to attack 
them. But as his capacity was no ways inferior to his 
valour, he put his troops on board flat-bottomed vef- 
fels, that drew lefs water, and advancing at their head, 
being covered at the lame time by his artillery, he at- 
tacked the Saracens, who received him with a fmart 
fire from their cannon and muskets. If the attack was 
brisk, the defence was equally as brave, and the Sara- 
cens, fupported by the Turks, exerted themielves to 
the ut mod, in order to hinder the Chridians from ap- 
proaching their gallies. The night coming on, parted 
the combatants ; the infidels loll above leven hundred 
men on this occafion, and on the Chridians fide they 
did not compute above fixty. The marlhal, covered 
over with the blood of his enemies, and wounded in 
five feveral places, made for Rhodes, upon fome figns. 
of bad weather , and for fear of a dorm, which the 
pilots were threatened with. The infidels took the ad- 
vantage of his retreat, to get out of thole feas in the 
night time, and came fil'd off the ifle of Cyprus : there 
they made a defeent, and let fire to the great command- 
ry of the order, which was all the advantage the ful- 
tan had from an armament and expedition which had 
put him to a confiderable expence. 

This ill fuccefs ferved only to exafperate him the 
more : he diflembled however his refentment, and the 
defigns he had in view, in order to have an opportuni- 
ty of falling upon them with a greater force. But the 
grand mader was not impofed upon : new fortificati- 
ons were by his orders added to the city of Rhodes; 
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and he fupplied the magazines with ammunition and 
proviGons. Thefe Gift inftances of his care were 
followed with a general citation, fummoning all the 
knights able to hear arms, to repair to the convent : 
and the prince granted at the fame time a general par- 
don to all exiles and criminals, excepting fuch as were 
guilty of high treafon, and incendiaries. He carried 
his views farther, and lent embaffadors to mod of the 
courts of Europe to foilicit fuccours. Thefe embalfa- 
dors did not fail to lay before thole fovereigns the power 
and forces of the fultan of Egypt, and to repreient that 
that infidel prince was ready to lay fiege to Rhodes ; 
and that if they fhould abandon the order in this junc- 
ture, all that the knights could expe<5t, after along de- 
fence, would be to bury themfelves under the ruins of 
the place ; but that the chriftian princes would ly 
under an eternal reproach, fhould they fuffer the ruin 
of an iOand and a (late, that lerved for a bulwark to 
Chriftendom, and which, by its lying fo near to the 
holy land, might facilitate the conqueft of it. The 
feveral princes, to whom ihele embafradors were fent, 
made no other return to all thefe juft remonftrances, 
than by employingafew empty cxpreflions of an ufelels 
companion. Aloft of them, detained at home by wars 
with their neighbours, did not think it proper to leave 
their dominions in fuch a juncture : befides, the firft 
fire of devotion, which had produced fo many cru fades, 
was now in a manner fpent ; and a great many look- 
ed upon thole tranfports of piety, either as a refult of 
a miftaken and irregular zeal, or perhaps as one of thofe 
fprings which politicians let a-going, in order to fend 
away thole princes and great men whom they thought 
too potent, and too jealous of the privileges of their 
dignity, at a diftance from their country, and keep them 
there on a pretence of devotion. 

Be that as it will, the order obtained no fuccours 
from the chriftian princes in this juncture. John Pa- 
leologus, emperor of ConftantinopJe. was the only one 
that made a league offenfive and defenftve with them 
againft the fultan of Egypt ; but this league produced 

nothing 
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nothing hut a treaty that had no manner of confe- 
quence or effetft. Of all thofe vail dominions that had 
belonged formerly to the empire of the great Conftan- 
tine, nothing was then left to Paleologus but only the 
city of Constantinople, with its adjoining territory. 
The Turks kept that prince blocked up as it were on 
all Tides; fo that out of regard to his own preservati- 
on, and for fear of feeing himfelf fpeedily befieged, he 
durft not part with the fuccours which he had ftipulat-^ 
ed to fend to Rhodes. This infignificant treaty was 
followed by another made with the fultan of Egypt 
himfelf, which indeed Teemed to be Something more 
advantageous; but that prince, who was an excellent 
politician, concluded it only with a defign of amufmg 
the grand mafter. 

Sir Fantin Quirini, a noble Venetian, bailiff of 
Lango, and great admiral of the order, held the ifland 
of INizzaro of it by way of fief, and was obliged to take 
the care of defending thole two iiles. The fultan appre- 
hending, that if he fhould make his attack on that fide, 
Quirini’s relations, who had a ftrong intereft in the fe- 
nate, might prevail with the republic to fend troops to 
the affiftance of the order, notified to him, that out of 
regard to his nation, with which he had always lived 
in good corrcfpondence, he would readily agree to a 
treaty of neutrality for the iflands which were under 
bis government. Quirini communicated thefe propo- 
rtions to the grand mafter and council of the order ; 
fome fed themfelves with hopes that this private treaty 
might be improved to a more general one, and perhaps 
to the re-eftablifhment of peace : but the moft skilful 
were of a different opinion, judging that the fble mo- 
tive of the fultan’s offering this neutrality, was only to 
prevent a rupture with the Venetians, who alone en- 
joyed the commerce of Alexandria, and with a fuppo- 
fition,that if he could once make himfelf mafter of 
Rhodes, the neighbouring ifles, which depended on 
it, would follow the fate of the capital, and fall of 
courfe into his hands. However, as the order would, 
by this treaty, be difeharged from the care and cx- 
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pence of maintaining troops in thofe two ifiands, they 
told the bailiff that he might conclude it, provided it 
was drawn up in terms fuitable to the lovereignty of 
the order. 

The fultan, from a motive that was very near of the 
fame nature with that above-mentioned, agreed with 
the king of Cyprus on a like neutrality, for the veifels 
of Rhodes and Egypt that fhould put into the ports of 
his kingdom Yet in the midft of thefe preliminary 
treaties, which feemed to ufher in a peace, or at leaffc 
a long truce, a confiderable fleet of the fultan's was a- 
gain feen off of the ifle of Rhodes, which 
landed eighteen thoufand foot in that place, Auguft. 
befides a ftrong body of horfe and Mama- 144 4. 

lukes, in which the principal drength of the 
Egyptians confided. Thefe barbarians, without fitting 
down before any other place in the ifland, marched di- 
rectly to the capital, which they befieged at the fame 
time that their fleet lay off at fea, in order to block up 
the port, and prevent the throwing in of fuccours. 

The reader may judly expeCt to meet in this place 
with an exad relation of this fiege, with the particu- 
lars of the fillies made by the knights, the dormings 
which they oppofed, and the killed and wounded on 
both fides ; but thele knights knew much better how 
to handle their lwords than their pens. The little 
learning at that time in the order, and indeed in that 
age, has deprived us of fo curious and fo important a 
relation : all that is to be found in the regifters of the 
chancery, is, that the fiege laded forty days ; that the 
infidels battered down the place wirh a great train of 
artillery ; that there were feveral affaults given, in 
which they were always repulfed ; and that their ge- 
neral, having lod the bed part of his troops, re-im- 
barked with the remainder, and was the firft that car- 
ried to his mader the news of the ill fuccefs of his 
arms.* 

The grand mader wifely judging that it would not 
be long before the infidels would make him another 
vifit under the walls of Rhodes, difpatched William 

de 
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de Laftic his nephew into the weft, to give the pope 
and mod of the chridian princes an account of the ad- 
vantages lately gained by the order over the Saracens. 
He took this dep in hopes of obtaining (ome fuccour : 
and that fovereigns, like other men, would declare 
themfelves more freely for the vi&orious party. In 
fa<ft, as foon as they heard in Europe that the knights 
had drove the infidels out of their ifle, abundance of 
the young nobility of Europe, particularly the gentle- 
men of the kingdoms off' ranee and Spain, fond of 
(haring in the glory of the order, were very eager to 
be admitted into it. This was a very lealonable re- 
cruit, and helped to (ill up the forces of the order, 
which had been much dirnii/ifhed by lodes which are 
infeparable from war. But this, at the fame time, was 
an additional expence to the convent ; and in order to 
make a provifion for it, the grand mafter called a ge- 
neral chapter at Rhodes, which was to ademble July 
25th. 

Whilst this adembly was fitting, the grand ma- 
fter received an account from the fenefchal his nephew, 
that he had gone through moft of the courts of Eu- 
rope, but found the princes fo exaggerated againft one 
another, and fo univerially engaged in war, that there 
were no hopes of any great fucccour. The grand ma- 
fter and the chapter law plainly by thefe letters, that 
they mull; rely upon their own ftrength entirely; 
whereupon, by common confent, they encreafed the 
refponfions for five years. By the fame ftatute, the 
priors were forbid to receive a greater number of 
knights than the order could maintain ; and they a- 
greed that the grand maftet fhould be empowered to 
put an end to this deftruftive war, by a peace, if they 
made him any overtures of it. The treaty was carri- 
ed on the year following by the agency of James Coear, 
a French merchant, who was afterwards treasurer to 
Chailes VII. king of Fi ance. He was a citizen of the 
town of Bourges, a man of petite generation * , as an 

liifto- 

* Hiftoire de Charles VII. Roy de France, par Mat. de Coucy, 
p, 691. edit, dc Louvre. 
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hiftorian of the ’time exprefles it, to (hew that he was 
born of parents who were not noble. But the dcfeCt 
of birth, if it really be a defeCt, was abundantly re- 
paired by the greatnels of his genius, by his induftry 
and his application. France never gave birth to a 
merchant who extended its commerce (o far, and made 
fuch prodigious profits : he had whole fleets at his 
command, and above three hundred factors difperfed 
in feveral countries of Europe and Afia, and even as 
far as Sarrafiname, as the author abovementioned ex- 
prefles it. 'Twas one of thefe factors, who, in virtue 
of the fafe-condutts which he had for his commerce, 
conducted the agent of the order to Alexandria on 
board his mafter’s gallies. A peace was made, but all 
that we know of the conditions of the treaty is, that 
the envoy of Rhodes, after it was concluded, brought 
back with him into the ifland a great number of chrifti- 
an (laves and prifoners that had been taken during the 
war. A bull of the grand mafter’s, bearing date Feb. 
8. 1446. is dill preferved in the treafury of the order, 
in which he orders brother Raimond d’Arpajon grand 
prior of St. Giles, and the receiver of the language of 
Provence, to pay James Coeur what was due to him 
for this voyage. 

The grand mafter’s joy in having procured fo many 
poor Chriftians their liberty, was a little 
damped by the concern that fome letters Pent 1448. 
from pope Nicholas V. gave him. There were 
fome commanders at Rome, and at the pontiff’s court, 
who were uneafy at the refponfions of their command- 
ries being encreafed ; they complained to the pope of 
it, as if it had been a tyrannical impofition, and as if 
the grand mafter and the chapter had exceeded the 
bounds fet to their authority by the ftatutes. Nicho- 
las V. being prejudiced againft the grand mafter, and 
without examining whether there were any mifrepre- 
fentation in thefe complaints, wrote about them in 
harfh terms to Laftic, (ending him at the fame time a 
collection of the ftatutes made in the laft chapter, 
which he (iippofed had been tranfgrcfled, and which 
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he ordered him to obferve for the future as the rule of 
his conduit. 

The grand matter laid the pope’s letters before the 
council, and made an anfvver in terms which indeed 
were very refpeltful ; but at the fame time full of that 
refolution which truth and juftice always infpire. He 
reprefented to that pontiff, that pope Eugenius IV. his 
predeceffor, after having examined the accounts of the 
expence the order had been at in fuftaining the fiegeof 
Rhodes, had approved the augmentation of the relpon- 
fions, in order to pay off the debts it had been oblig- 
ed to contrail during the war ; that fuch as made their 
complaints on this article were unworthy to wear the 
habit, fellows, fays he, that never faw Rhodes, or elle 
made no ftay there, and with a defign only of getting 
rid of the regular difcipline, or probably to keep out of 
the way of dangers that are ufual in war, efpecially in 
a bloody ttege ; that molt of thole religious, inftead of 
refiding fo much as upon their commandries, which 
they were obliged to do, and exercifing the duties of 
hofpitality,had entirely devoted themfelves to the court 
of Rome, where they paffed away their lives in luxu- 
ry and pleafure ; that he befought his holinefs to fend 
them back immediately to the convent, to live in the 
chief houfe of their order, and to learn from the ex- 
ample of their brother companions, the life a true knight 
of St. John ought to lead. As to the ftatutes which 
his holinefs had lent to him, they agreed in council, af- 
ter having exallly compared them with the originals, 
that it could be the work only of fbme forger of writ- 
ings, who had inferted feveral articles that were never 
heard of before in the order, and \frhich were invent- 
ed only to encourage the fpirit of appropriation and li- 
bertinifm of thofe profligate knights. 

The indignation which the grand matter difeover- 
ed againtt thofe mutineers was the better founded, in 
that they lived under his government at Rhodes, in an 
exalt obfervance of their rule and ftatutes ; that in the 
tery heat of the armaments which were frequently mak- 
:. Kt knights never neglelted to keep a ftrilt faft 

during 
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during Advent and Lent ; that they abllained from 
meat every Wednefday in the year ; and that in the re- 
fectory, and all other regular places, ^10 body durlt 
interrupt a filence, which in that place was observed as 
regularly as in a community of monks and hermits. 
The grand mailer’s letter, drawn up in form of an a- 
pology, was figned by the whole council, and the pope 
feemcd fatisfied with it. 

But leveral of the European commanders, who > 
were fupported by the protection of fome cardinals, 
and had alfo powerful friends in the order, and in the 
very council, were not a jot more exaCt in paying 
their refponlions : fo that one would have thought 
that they would pretend to free themfelves from their 
vow of obedience. The order, by their rebellion, fell 
infenfibly into a kind of anarchy : leveral chapters, and 
various alfemblies were held on this account, in which 
very wholfome regulations were made, but difobedience^ 
power, credit and cabal, rendered them entirely inef- 
fectual. 

The council feeing the authority of the government 
flighted, could not think of a more proper remedy, in 
order to put a flop to fo great a diforder, than by put- 
ting the Sovereign authority, and the entire difpofition of 
the revenue into the hands of the grand mailer only* 
This was a fort of diClatorfhip, which is- always dan- 
gerous in a republican flale ; but they were lb per- 
Juaded of the zeal ofLallic, of his lincere piety, and 
withal of his moderation, that they made no difhculty 
of entrufling him with an abfolute authority.- He ex- 
cufed himfelf at firffc from accepting it on account of his 
great age ; and for fear of breaking in upon the anci- 
ent conltitution of the order, of which he was a zeal- 
ous obferver ; he could not be brought to comply with 
the prefTing lolicitations of his religious, but upon con- 
dition that this alteration in the government fhould lall 
only for three years, after the expiration of which 
term, the fupreme council ftiould relume its antient. 
authority. 


The 
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The wiiclom and refolution of his condud foon ju- 
fttified the choice the order had made : By virtue of the 
regulations made ill the laft chapter, he threatned o- 
penly to deprive all thofe of their commandries, and 
even to degrade them from the order, who did not by 
a certain dated time pay in their refponfions. Thefe 
menaces, from a fovereign and a fuperior, whom they 
knew incapable of being moved by any recommenda- 
tion, intimidated the mod rebellious. They all gave 
fecurity for their obedience, till fuch time as they 
Hi ou Id meet with an opportunity of remitting money to 
Rhodes, all bowed and fubmitted before the authority 
of fo worthy an head, armed with fo juft an authority. 

But as funds in the beginning were wanting, in or- 
der to pay the debts, and provide for the indifpenfable 
neceffities of the order, he took them up on the reve- 
nues appropriated to the mafterfhip. The firft ufethat 
he made of his new authority was to ftrip himfelf ; 
and like a true father, facrifced with pleafure the great 
revenues annexed to his dignity, for the maintenance of 
his children, and the lubfiftence of the troops which 
the order kept In the leveral iflands which then com- 
pofed its dominions. However, that they might not 
abufe his eafinefs, he commanded all fuch commanders 
as relkled at Rhodes, and received the value of an hun- 
dred crowns of gold revenue from their commandries, 
not to receive any thing more out of the treafury of the 
order for their lubfiftence. 

This regulation of domeftic difcipline was fucceed- 
ed by more important concerns. As in the diforder 
that the revenue was in, they had reafon to fear a rup- 
ture with the Turks, who were never very fcrupulous 
in obferving treaties, the grand mafter fent embafTa- 
dors to Amurath II. who was then upon the throne, to 
difeover how that prince was difpofed with refpetft to 
the order. We have feen, during the war which the 
fultan of Egypt was making in the ifle of Rhodes, how 
Amurath, that he might take his meafurcs according as 
events fhould happen, put off the grand mafter’s propo- 
i al of renewing the antient treaties of peace. The new 

embaf- 
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embaflacfors of the order found him more compliant at 
this juncture that prince had enough to do to defend 
himielf againft a formidable league of chrillian prin- 
ces, into which the king of Hungary, the famous John 
Huniades, vaivod of Tranfilvania, the Wallachians, 
Scander-bcg king of Albania, and even Uliim-Cafian 
king of Perlia, had entered. But of all his enemies, 
none was fo terrible to him as the king or prince of Al- 
bania. 

Albania, a province of Europe, is fituated eaft- 
ward of us along the gulph of Venice ; it has on the 
ealt Macedonia, of which it was formerly a part, Epirus 
on the louth, and on the north Servia, and a corner of 
Dalmatia. Some high mountains divide it from Epi- 
rus, and other mountains, marlhes, craggy rocks, and 
narrow palfes make the country impalpable to troops 
that are unacquainted with the ground. This advan- 
tageous fituation, with the courage and ferocity of 
thole mountaineers, made them terrible to their neigh- 
bours, elpecially to the Turks : Amurath undertook to 
fubdue them. John Caftriot, who reigned then in this 
country, defended himielf for a long time with great 
courage ; but he w r as forced at lall to yield to for- 
ces fuperior to thole of his little Hate. Calfriot, to 
lave the poor remains of his fortune, entered into a 
treaty with the Turkilh prince, and as a pledge of his 
fubje&ion, was obliged to give him his three Tons, Con- 
flantine, George and John, in hoftage. Amurath, with- 
out any regard to the faith of this treaty, ordered them 
to be circumciled, and inftru&ed in the Mahometan 
law ; and the father of thefe three unfortunate princes, 
hearing of their misfortune, died of grief. Amurath, 
under preteirce-ofJe^uring the principality to the chil- 
dren of the abovementioned Albanian prince, leized 
upon it, and put ftrong garrifons into all the places. 

’Tis not known what became of the two eldellfons 
of John Caftriot. Moll hiftorians accufe Amurath of 
poifoning them ; others fay that he only put out their 
eyes, and incapacitated them from ever having any 
heirs. The like fate was defigned for the third ; but 
Z 3 they 
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they fay Amurath was To charmed with his agreeable 
mien, and a certain air of grandeur that dilcovered 
itfelf already in that young prince, that he exempted 
him from thole punilhments, and ordered him to be 
carefully brought up in the religion of Mahomet, and 
in all the exercifes proper for a foldier. 

As loon as he was able to bear arms, Amurath took 
him with him into the field ; and in his very firft cam- 
paign, he performed actions of fuch furprifing valour, 
that the grand feignior, by way of allufion to the name 
of a great king of Macedonia, would have him called 
Scander-beg, i. e. lord Alexander. All the fucceeding 
part of his life correfponded with this favourable be- 
ginning : whether he was engaged in duels and fingle 
combats, which he undertook againd adventurers who 
challenged him at the head of armies, or elfe in gene- 
ral battles, he always gained the honour of the day. 
He foon became the favourite of Amurath, and after- 
wards one of his generals ; but the remembrance of 
Albania, which the young prince confidered as his in- 
heritance, and a fecret uneafinefs to fee himfelf enga- 
ged in a religion different from that of his father's, af- 
fected him more than all the lu Iran's favour, fo that he 
was refolutely bent to recover his dominions at any 
rate, and return- to his mother the church. 

Scamper --beg being fixed in this defign, took his 
time when Amurath's fecretary was in the country. He 
came to him, drew him afide, and having forced him 
to draw up letters patent directed to the governour of 
Croia, the capital of Albania, by which he was order- 
ed to deliver up the government of that place to Scan- 
der-beg, he immediately (labbed that minider, and fie w 
all his train to a man, and advanced with all poffible 
diligence to the gates of Croia. He was received into 
that capital of Albania with all the refpeCt that was 
due to the orders he brought ; hut in the night, letting 
in three hundred men, which lie had caufed to advance 
and pod themfelves privately near the gates of the ci- 
ty, he put the Turkifii governor and all the garrilbn 
10 the (word, and without lofing time, bailed into all 

parts 
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parts of Albania, which he reduced into his power* 
Moft of the chriftian princes his neighbours lent to. 
congratulate him on his good fuccefs ; and the Vene- 
tians, who looked upon his dominions as a barrier to 
cover thofe of the republic, fupplied him with confi- 
derable fums to levy troops. 

There was no want of foldiers : the Albanians, a 
warlike people, offered themfelves in crouds to take 
the field ; but out of this great number, which would 
have formed a conliderable army, he chofe only eight 
thoufand foot and /even thoufand horfe. With this fmall 
body of troops, and the advantage of the mountains 
and narrow paffes with which the country abounded, 
he beat four great armies of the Turks. The firft 
commanded by Ali, the fecond by Feris-beg, and the 
two others by Muflapha Bafha, BafTa or Pacha, as dif- 
ferent authors write him. Amurath afcribing th.efe 
great Ioffes to a want of courage or capacity in his ge- 
nerals, fancied the war would go on more fuccefsfully 
under his own direction, and therefore refolved to 
command his troops in perfon : he marched at the 
head of a formidable army to attack Scander-beg, and 
indeed carried fome places, but the taking of them cofl: 
him more foldiers than the lofs of a battle would have 
done. He was attended in this expedition by young 
Mahomet his fon, whofe valour, courage and refoluti- 
011, as much as his birth, had engaged him to take 
him in for his partner in the empire ; having a mind 
to (hew his troops at one and the fame time the capa- 
city of an old captain, and theardorand fire of a young 
conqueror. 

In the fecond campaign, the two fultans prepared 
to form the fiege of Croia, the capital of Albania ; 
but before they undertook it, that they might not be 
difturbed in the execution of their defigns, they made 
a treaty of peace with the Venetians, in which it was 
exprefsJy ftipulated, that the republic fhould hold no 
correfpondence with the prince of Albania. ’Twas 
from the fame motive, and in order to fecure himfelf a.- 
gaijujJ all apprehenfions Bom the fleets of the order, 

that 
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that Amurath renewed with the grand mafter the trea- 
ties of peace which he had made with his predecef- 
for. 

The fiege of Croia proved unhappy to the Turks : 
Amurath, after feeing part of his army deftroyed by the 
Hidden attacks of Scander-beg, who kept the Held, 
was at laid obliged to raife it. The prince of Albania 
purlued him in his retreat, and cut to pieces the belt 
part of his rear. Amurath fretting at the ill fuccefs of 
the campaign, and worn out with the infirmities of old 
age, fell {ick. He was carried to Adrianople, where 
he ended his days, after a lingering illnefs of five or fix 
months. This fultan was regretted by his fubjefts, 
and even by the Chriflians, efpecially when they came 
to compare his reign and his conduct with that of his 
fuccefTor ; a young prince, and one of the greatefl con- 
querors indeed that Europe and Afia ever faw, but at 
the fame time of a cruel, perfidious, and bloody nature, 
and whofe a&ions revived the hateful remembrance of 
the mod inhuman tyrants. 

The neceffary connexion of his hiftory with that 
which I write, and the bloody wars that he made up- 
on the order of St. John, oblige me to give a more 
particular account of one of its greateft enemies. He 
was a young prince, hardly 21 years old, whom na- 
ture and fortune confpired, in conjunction with an ex- 
traordinary valour, to make the terror of the whole 
world. His ambition was ftill greater than his birth, 
and the empire to which he was born. He had very 
fuperior talents, immenfe views, an admirable genius 
for diflributing on proper occafions the execution of 
his projects ; was always attentive, always prefent to 
events, and never lofl: fight of the difpofitions and for- 
ces of his enemies : his third after glory 4 nd pleafures 
was infatiable, and he abandoned himfelf to thofe a- 
bominable fenfualities which nature cannot think of 
without horror : he had no honour, no humanity, no 
religion ; and efteemed the alcoran as little as he did 
the gofpel) and according to his principles, there were 
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but two divinities that deferved to be worlhipped by 
men, fortune and valour. 

Such was Mahomet II. who afFeCted the title of Al- 
Biuch, or Mahomet the Great, betimes ; a title which 
pofierity has continued to him. He was worthy of it, 
if we judge of him only by his conquefls ; but in mo- 
narchs there are virtues which ought to take place of 
valour, and a prince cannot be truly great without piety 
and juftice ; virtues which Mahomet had no notion of, 
or at Jeall thought the practice of them lit only for pri- 
vate men. 

Yet no looner was the death of Amurath, and the 
advancement of Mahomet II. upon the Ottoman throne 
made public, but the embalfadors of the emperors of 
Conflantinople and Trebizond, and mod of the Gre- 
cian and eaftern princes, crowded to the porte. The 
grand mailer fent brother Peter Zinot thither in the 
name of the order. All thefe minillers, after making 
the ufual compliments upon thefe occafions, prelled 
for a confirmation of the old alliances made between 
the princes their mailers and the Ottoman houfe. Ma- 
homet, whether dazzled with the charms of abfolute 
power, or that he had a mind to lull the embalTadors into 
a lecurity, received them all with an affeCted fatisfaCti- 
on, and readily renewed the treaties which they delired 
to have confirmed. But as the conquell of Conllan- 
tinople was the full aim of his ambition, he employed 
all the next year in making lecretly the necelTary pre- 
parations for fo great an enterprize, and in lecuring all 
the avenues that led to that capital of the call, to 
prevent the throwing in of any fuccours that the 
Greek emperor might obtain, either on the land 
fide, or by the way of Pontus Euxinus, or the Black 
Sea. 

In this view he cauled a fort to be ere&ed on the 
European fide of the Bofphorus. The emperor Con- 
llantine, alarmed at this llep, difpatched embalfadors to 
him, to complain of it as an infraction of the treaties 
of peace fo lately renewed between them. Mahomet 
anfwered them at firll with a feeming moderation, that 
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he had only railed that fort to oppofe the incurfions of 
the knights of Rhodes, who were as much enemies to 
the Greeks as to the Turks j and to fecure, as he faid, 
the fubjedls of both empires againd the inroads of the 
Latins. But the embafladors offering to infid on the 
fidelity with which the order obferved its treaties, Ma- 
homet tranfported by the violence of his temper, or- 
dered them to hold their tongue, and (wore, “ That 
“ the fir(t that fhould dare to fpeak a word to him 
“ more on that fubjeft, he would caufe him to be 
4i flay'd alive. *’ 

After this declaration, and without keeping 
meafures, he ordered his troops to advance and inveft 
the capital of the Greek empire ; and they began to 
form one of the mod remarkable deges mentioned in 
all the hidory of the lower empire. 

The fultan arrived in the camp on the fecond of 
April : they fay, that there were at lead 300,000 men 
in his army, without reckoning a large fleet confiding 
ofajo veflels of different bulk, which had 24,000 men 
on board. All the force that they could muder up in 
Condantinopleto oppofe fuch formidable forces,hardly 
amounted to 6000 Greeks under arms, and about 3000 
men, confiding of foreign troops and volunteers, 
which may well appear furprizing, confidering the 
greatnefs of the city, and the prodigious number of its 
inhabitants. But thefe were none of the old Greeks, 
fo renowned inantiquity for their valour, and the love 
of their country ; all their genius was now turned en- 
tirely to commerce : Conftantinople was fcarce filled 
with any thing but merchants, without reckoning a 
large number of calogers and monks, mod of them 
covetous wretches, who, rather than aflid their fove- 
reign, buried their money in private places. So that it is 
no great wonder, if Condantine, deditute of troops and 
fuccours, could not hold out long againd the, efforts of 
the infidels. Notwithdanding all the refidance of the 
befieged, the city was taken by dorm the forty fecond 
day of the fiege. 

The emperor chofe rather to be killed in defend- 
ing his religion and his crown, than to fall alive into 

the 
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the hands of the infidels. Perhaps there never was 
feen a more melancholy and moving fpe&acle than 
what pa(Ted at the taking of this city. Above forty 
thoufand men were put to the fword ; and fixty thou- 
fand fold for (laves : nothing efcaped the fury and ava- 
rice of the foldiery. 

The women deteded the fruitfulnefs which had 
made them mothers, and lamented bitterly the fate of 
the young children which they carried in their arms. 
Here was a numberlefs multitude of young maidens to 
be feen, fearful, and faultering in their pace, who not 
knowing where to go, wandered about like poor Gran- 
gers, in the very bolom of their country, and whild they 
were in ,qued of their parents, fell into an abyfs of 
misfortunes, and into the hands of barbarians, from 
whom they differed a treatment more (hocking than 
the mod cruel executions. Their tears and cries, 
which reached the heavens, could not move the heart 
of the infolent vanquifher ; and the meaned of the 
Turks had an accomplifhed beauty for his prey, 
though often taken from him by another Turk, either 
dronger than himfelf, or of greater authority in the 
army. M oG of thefe Barbarians fet their prifoners to 
fale, but the men of quality, the princes and officers 
who were taken under arms, were executed by the 
fultan’s orders ; nothing efcaped his cruelty but the 
handfomeG young perfons of both (exes, whom he re- 
ferved for the abominations of hisferaglio. 

’Twas thus that a young Greek lady of noble birth, 
called Irene, hardly feventeen years old, fell into his 
hands. A bafha had juG made her his Gave, but being 
Gruck with her exquifite beauty, thought her a pre- 
fent worthy of the fultan. The ead had never before 
given birth to fo enchanting a creature; her charms 
were irrefidible, and triumphed over the favage heart 
of Mahomet ; rough as he was, he was forced to yield ; 
he abandoned himfelf entirely to this new paffion ; and 
in order to have fewer avocations from his amorous af- 
(iduities, he palled feveral days without permitting his 
minifters and the principal officers of his army to fee 

him. 
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him. Irene followed him afterwards to Adrianople : 
*twas here he fixed the refidence of the young Greek. 
As for himfelf, on whatever fide war might oblige him 
to go, he would often, in the midft of the molt im- 
portant expeditions, leave the conduct of them to his- 
generals, and hurry away to return to Irene. It was 
not long before it was vifible that war was no longer 
his reigning paffion ; thefoldicrs who were enured to 
plunder, and ufedto find booty in following him, mur- 
mured at this change. Thefe murmurs fpread and be- 
came epidemical ; the officers as well as the foldiers 
complained of his effeminate life ; yet his wrath was 
fo terrible, that no body durft undertake to fpeak to 
him on that fubjedl. At laft, as the difcontents of the 
foldiery were juft going to break out, Muftapha bafha, 
having regard only to the fidelity which he owed his 
mafter, was the lirft that gave him notice of the dif- 
courfes which the janizaries held publicly to the pre- 
judice of his glory. 

The fultan continued for Ibme time in a fullen and 
deep filence, as if he was confidering in himfelf what 
refolution he ftiould take ; the only anfwer he gave 
him, and under pretence of a review, he ordered Mu- 
ftapha to fummon the bafiia’s to affemble the next 
day, with all his guards, and the troops that were 
polled about the city ; after which he went into 
the apartment of Irene, and ftayed with her till the 
next day. 

Never did that young princefs appear fo charm- 
ing in his eyes ; never too had the prince given her 
fuch tender marks of his love before : and in order, 
if poffible, to beftow a new luftre on her beauty, he 
defired her women to exert all their art and skill in 
dreffing her. When ffie was thus fet out and adjuft- 
ed to appear in public, he took her by the hand, and 
led her into the middle of the affembly, when 
throwing afide the veil which covered her face, he de- 
manded haughtily of the bafiia’s that 7 ftood round him, 
if they had ever feen a more fini filed beauty ? All the 
officers like good courtiers, were lavifii of their prailes, 

and 
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and congratulated him on his happinefs. Upon which, 
Mahomet taking the fair Greek by the hair with one 
hand, and drawing his fcymitar with the other, he cut 
off her head at one ttroke, and turning himfelf about 
to the grandees of the court, c< This fword, fays he to 
** them, with a wild and furious air, can, when I 
<( pleafe, cut afunder the bonds of love.” 

The whole affembly was feized with horror, and 
fhuddered at the fight : the dread they were all feized 
with, of being treated in the like manner, made the 
molt mutinous of them tremble : every one thought he 
law the fatal fcymetar lifted over his own head ; but if 
they efcaped his blood-thirfty temper at that moment, 
it was only to execute his vengeance the better. Muf- 
tapha, as a reward of his faithful advice, was firtt facri- 
ficed, and that on a flight pretence ; he caufed him to 
be ftrangled in the feraglio ; and in the long wars in 
which he was afterwards engaged, and which lafted as 
long as his reign, he had the cruel pleafure of difpatch- 
ing molt of the janizaries one after another, who, by 
their feditious cries, had interrupted his pleafures, and 
awaked his fury. 

This prince had fcarce been above fix months in 
pofleffion of Conftantinople, when, imagining that all 
the princes of Afia ought to lubmit to his power, he 
began with the knights of Rhodes ; his demands upon 
them fufficiently declaring his pretenfions. He fent an 
embaflador, or rather an herald, to the grand matter, 
fummoning him to own him for his fovereign, and lend 
into his treafury an yearly tribute of 2000 ducats. Up- 
on his refufal, the embaflador had orders to denounce 
war againtt him, and declare that the fultan his matter 
was refol ded in perfon to fall upon all the ifles of the 
order with his invincible forces. 

The grand matter, after advifing with the council, 
anfwered him, that his order was compofed of a body 
of military religious, who, as fuch, depended by their 
profeflion on the fovereign pontiff of the Chrittians ; 
that their anceftors had, by their valour, and at the ex- 
pence of their blood, fince made a conqueft of Rhodes 
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and the neighbouring iflands, the fovereignty of which 
no prince as yet had difputcd with them ; that at the 
time of his election to the grand mafterfhip, this fove- 
reignty was put as it were in trud into his hands ; that 
lie was accountable for it to his brothers and their fuc- 
ceflbrs, and that he would facrifice his life with plea- 
fure rather than do the lead thing to prejudice the in- 
dependency and liberty of the order. 

This whe grand mailer and his council not doubt- 
ing but fo refolute an anfwer would foon be attended 
by the fultan’s invafion of their territories, applied to 
the princes ofChriftendom, though they took this flep 
rather with a view of having nothing wherewith they 
might reproach themlelves, than out of any hopes of a 
fpeedy and effectual fuccour. The commander d’Au- 
bulfon, of the language of Auvergne, and defcended 
from one of the mod noble and ancient houfes of la 
Marche, was appointed embadador to Charles VII. who 
was then upon the throne of France. The grand ma- 
iler knowing his zeal for the order, made choice of him 
for that commilfion, and it proved the lad adtion of his 
maderlhip. He died in a very old age, after having 
governed Rhodes in difficult and tempeduous times 
with equal prudence and refolution. 
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At the opening of it, on Tuefday the 14th of November 
1724, by M. de Vertot. 

O F all the fciences In which mankind employ their 
time, there is not any one more agreeable, or 
more ufeful than the knowledge of hiftory. What 
fatisfa<5bon mnft it be to a reader to behold the fuccel- 
fion of all ages ; the revolutions of the greateft em- 
pires, legiflators and conquerors ; the authors of diffe- 
rent religions, another kind of conquerors ; in a word, 
all thole famous men, who, by their valour, or learning 
and talents, feemed to have undertaken to change the 
whole face of the univerfe, palling along before hrs 
eyes, and as it were on a great theatre ? 

But time, in fpite of all their manifefto’s, of all the 
colours which thofe vain and ambitious men, or their 
partifans have employed to difguife their projects, has 
neverthelefs taken off the varnilh, and difeovered truth 
in all its native fimplicity : Hiftory, free from the pre- 
judices of party, penetrates into the moft fecret mo- 
tives : we there fee, that an unjuft defire of ufurpation 
in foine; an excefiive third: after riches or pleafures in 
others $ fometimes a paffion rooted in vanity in the 
A a 2 learned. 
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learned, and the hopes of making their names famous 
in the world, have, generally fpeaking, been the fecret 
fprings that have given motion to all their undertak- 
ings ; and Vis from the generality of thefe great ex- 
amples, which ferve inftead of an anticipated experi- 
ence, that we may learn, that all unjuft enterprizes, 
though never fb fuccefsful, and that all upftart and er- 
roneous opinions, become at laft the contempt of all 
iiicceeding ages, and that truth alone deferves to be ce- 
lebrated in all countries, and by all hiftorians. 

However, before we pin our faith entirely on the 
credit of the/e writers, it is very fit that we examine 
their works by the rules of found criticifm, a kind of 
torch, which, like a faithful guide, conduds us through 
all the obfcureand gloomy paths of antiquity, and helps 
bs to diftinguifh truth from falfhood, the noble fim- 
plicity of hiftory from the marvellous which we meet 
with in fidion, and all thofe vain ornaments with 
which iilufion and error are deck’d. 

In order, therefore, to be allured of the truth of 
feds related by hiflorians, efpecially in the moft anci- 
ent, \ve muft carefully examine the text of their works, 
to fee if it has not fuffered by interpolations, the dif- 
ferent readings of manufcripts, the uniformity or diffe- 
rence of the ftyle, the country in which an author was 
born, the age in which he lived, and the order which 
he has obferved in chronology. ’Tis well known, 
that the changing of a date, and placing it either earlier 
or later, is enough to alter the very nature of fads, or 
at leaft the confequences that maybe drawn from them : 
In a word, we ought to inform ourfelves of the name, 
the religion, and morals of a writer. And though he 
fhould be anonymous, or appear under a fiditious 
name, yet the generality of thefe authors difcover them- 
felves in their works, and fome ftrokes always drop 
from their pen, that lay them open, and reprefent their 
charaders more faithfully than all the criticifms and 
apologies that have been written either for or againfl 
their works, could have done. 
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’Tis by the afUftance of thefe various rules of criti- 
cifm, that I propole to examine who is the real author 
of the Alcoran; the motives which might probably have 
determined him to publifli it; whether it were the effect 
of infpiratiou, or the work of a fingle perlon alTifled by 
feveral learned men ; in fliort, the different fate this 
book has met with, and whether it has not in the fuc- 
cellion of ages undergone feveral variations, and chang- 
ed its principles and maxims more than once. 

There are three different opinions, with regard to 
the author of the .Mcoran : Mahomet and his follow- 
ers aferibe it to God alone ; fome chriftian writers are 
for fathering it upon the prince of darknefs, transform- 
ed into an angel of light, and affuming the name of 
Gabriel ; others pretend, that this book, which is 
made up of different paffages of the Old and New tefta- 
ment, was compiled by Mahomet, with the afliflance 
of a Rabbin, and feveral Chriftians of different feds r 
This is the opinion which I am to examine. 

The firft fyllable of the word Alcoran is only art 
article 1 , and we may as well fay, The Coran, an Ara- 
bic word, which fignifies Reading or Writing b . There 
is no one but knows, that it is a book which contains 
the religion of the Mufulmen, and that it is held in the 
fame veneration with them as the Holy Scriptures 
with Chriftians. The Turks likeways give this book 
the title of El Forcan, 5 . e. which diftinguifhes good 
from evil ; kis a feigned conference which Mahomet 
had with God and the angels, from whom he pretends 
to have received his law. Ali, Mahomet’s coufin-ger- 
man, and fon-in-law, in order to inhance the merit of 
this divine book, gave out, that the faithful found 
therein the hiftory of former ages, laws for the condud 
of this life, and infallible predidions with regard to 
futurity. Their preachers take it into the pulpits with 
them ; they hold it open, and read every now and 
then out of it fome verfe by way of text. Their pofl- 
iive and fchool divinity is founded only on fome paffa- 
A a 3 ges 

* See Maracci, page 33. 

h The bock to be icad ; or the legend. Prideaux* 
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ges of the Alcoran, which fupplies them likeways with 
prayers, and their priefts read a chapter out of it every 
day in their mofques. 

This wonderful book did not appear in the world 
till about the beginning of the feventh century. But 
fuch as believe in it, maintain, from the ninety-feventh 
chapter of that work, that it is as old as the creation of 
the world ; that the original of this book was once a 
part of the great book of the eternal decrees ; that it 
was depofited in the heaven of the moon, and that it 
was brought from thence at the time appointed by pro- 
vidence, by the angel Gabriel to Mahomet, who could 
neither write nor read 1 . 

One would readily believe, that it would have been 
fcarce poflible to have carried fi<5tion to a greater length. 
Neverthelefs, fome divines, called Sonnites, whom the 
infidels look upon as the only orthodox, have improv- 
ed this fabulous original with new idle fancies, and 
maintained publickly, that the Alcoran was increated, 
eternal, and made part of the divine elfence, Si quis 
dixerii Alcoranum ejje creaium , eft infidelis b , as the 
Latin tranflator of the Arabick Algazel has rendered 
it. But this opinion was afterwards attacked under 
the reigns of the Abafiidian Caliphs, by other Muful- 
men divines, called Mortazales, who, in anfwer to 
this anathema, pronounced another drawn up almofl 
in the fame terms, infidelis eji qui dicit A'tcoraman ejfie 
tfterjium feu incrcatu?n. This difpute gave rife to a 
great fchifin, and was the occafion of civil wars, in 
which great numbers of both parties loft their lives. 

The only point in which they agreed, was, that 
this book, whether created or eternal, as it defcended 
from the throne of God, and was filled with his fpirit, 
it merited the refpeft and veneration of all men. And 
we a&ually fee to this day an advertifement prefixed to 
moll of the copies of it, in thefe words, Let none but 

the 

* Laus Deo, ait Mahmud, fil!us Omar, qui demifit e ccelo Al~ 
coranutn. Maracci, p. 34. 

b Aleazel in pro r eflione fxdei Mahumeticae profitetur Alcoija- 
num eflfe sternum, fubfiftcntem eftentia Dei# Vide Maracci p. 44, 
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the pure prefume to touch this book, for it is a prefent 
come down from heaven, and fent from the king of 
ages : ne attingant eum tiiji pur if cat i. 

’Tis plain from hence, that men, in the opinion of 
the Mahometans, are exprefsly excluded from having 
been the authors of this new law. Mahomet, depend- 
ing upon the excellency of the work, gave out, that 
neither devils nor men, though they fhould unite all 
their talents, would be able to compofe any thing that 
could come near the perfection of the Alcoran : Sift - 
vi u l congregarentur homines et deemones , ut facerent 
aliquid fimilc huic Alcorano , nunquam id efficere pof- 
Jinty ettamfi mutua fefe ad hoc adjuvarent . Sura 17. 

The generality of chriftian writers, on the contra- 
ry, pretend, that the devil is the real author of Maho- 
metanifm, and that he only made ufe of Mahomet, as 
an inftrument, to found a falfe religion upon the ruins of 
Chriftianity. ’Twas the devil, if they are to be be- 
lieved, who appeared to Mahomet under the name 
and fhape of the angel Gabriel, or, if you pleafe, un- 
der the fhape of a pigeon, which Mahomet had taught 
to peck in his ear ; a proof that this falfe prophet was 
an impoftor, who only made ufe of religion as a means 
to aggrandize him'elf. His defign was to unite all 
the various religions of Arabia into one body, and to 
make fo many liibjeCls of his profelytes. There were 
in his time three religions in Arabia, viz. Idolaters, 
Jews and Chriftians; and the laft were divided intoCa- 
tholics and Schifmatics. Chriftianity had been efta- 
bliilied in Arabia Felix ever flnce the emperor Juftinus, 
and this church was fubordinate to the jurisdiction of 
the patriarch of Alexandria, as well as that of the A- 
by (lines. 

Arabia Petraca,from Paleftine to the gulph of Aya- 
la, and all the reft of the coaft, as far as the borders of 
Egypt, was fubjeCt to the Roman empire, as was alfo 
Arabia Deferta, or at leaf! that part of it which is ad- 
joining to Syria and Paleftine, whereof Boftra was at 
that time the metropolis. ’Tis pretended, that the em- 
peror Philip was born in that city, which anciently 

was 
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was no more than a cf&ftle built by fome Arabian prince. 
The emperor Severus made it a city, and fettled a co- 
lony there : A council was held at Bodra, on occafion 
of Bercellus its bifhop’s being infe&ed with the herefy 
of thole who denied the incarnation of the Word. This 
was about A. D. 249. 

Mos t of the inhabitants of the three Arabias were 
idolaters, and pretended to be all defcended from Ke- 
dar, (on of Ifhmaei. The learned Levinus Warnerus, 
in his treatife of the manners of the Arabians, before 
Mahometanifm prevailed in their country, aflerts, that 
the Korifians or Korafhites, the mod: noble tribe of 
that great peninlula, had preferved themfelves from i- 
dolatry ; that they had condantly-uled circumcHion e- 
ver fince Iflimael’s time ; that they were frequent in 
prayer, were very bountiful in their alms, and that the 
mofl; devout among them never drank wine. The ci- 
ty of Mecca, with regard to religion, was confidered 
as the metropolis of the pagan Arabians. Shoals of 
pilgrims came thither from all the provinces, to vifit an 
old temple called the Caaba, which, according to a re- 
ceived tradition, they believed to be built by Abraham. 
They undertook thefe pious pilgrimages in commemo- 
ration of that patriarch’s journeys, and facrificed the 
fird-born of a camel upon the neighbouring mountains 
of Mecca. This perhaps might have been the mod 
edential part of their worfhip, and they had at bed; but 
a very confuted notion of the God of Abraham. There 
is in the wall of Caaba a black done, which the Ma- 
hometans tell us, was brought milk white from heaven 
by the angel Gabriel at the beginning of the world, 
but that it has beenfince blackened by the fins of men. 
The Turks in their pilgrimages pay a very fuperftiti- 
ous veneration to this myderious done. But we mud 
not fancy that Mahomet invented thefe ceremonies ; 
they had been ufed Co long before his time among the 
Arabians, that it would have been impoffible for that 
impodor ever to have rooted out this piece of fuperdi- 
tion from among them, though he fhould have formed 
x defign of doing it* 


The 
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The idolatrous Arabians acknowledged indeed a 
fiift being, the only and fovereign creator of all things; 
but then they made him, as it were, a lupine deity 
without providence ; and in their neceflities they ad- 
drelfed themlelves to lome fubaltern genii, and to a kind 
of goddelfes : Such were Allath, Menach and Aluzza, 
whom thefe modern Ilhmaelites adored as the daughters 
of the great God. 

Some Arabians 1 , who were fubje&s of Perfia, fol- 
lowed the religion of that country, and worlhipped 
the tire. There were likeways other kinds of idola- 
ters called Sabians, (which we muft take care not to 
confound with the ancient Sabeans) and thele adored 
certain genii, which they placed in the planets and 
dars. The worfhip of fome went no farther than the 
dars which they adored ; and others, who were dill 
more dupid, dire&ed all their devotion to certain i- 
mages which repreiented the feveral attributes of thole 
dars : and the Caaba, or great temple, was by degrees 
crowded with a multitude of idols, of which Maho- 
met aftei wards cleared it. 

As for the Jews, after the emperors Titus and Adri- 
an had drove them out of Jerufalem, a great number of 
that milerable people had taken refuge in Arabia, a 
country that is contiguous to Paledine, where they 
multiplied conliderably ; but the generality of them 
paid greater deference to the ridiculous fancies of their 
rabbins and talmudids, than to the law of Mofes, and 
the facred text of the bible. 

The chridian Arabs followed the Greek rite, of 
whom very few were Catholicks, the greated part of 
them having turned Eutycliians or Jacobites ; nor were 
there wanting among them fome ancient ledlaries of the 
do<drine of Ebion and Cerinthus, two arch-heretics 
who lived in the fil'd century of the church, and were 
cotemporaries with the apodle St. John. 

There were likeways fome Arians, fome Nedori- 
ans and Cophti, a fort of Eutychians : but exclutive of 
the exterior worlhip of thole different religions, a cor- 
ruption 

* Pocokii S^ecim, Arabic, p. 53. 
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ruption that was almofl univerfal, and an ignorance 
equal to it, prevailed among the Arabians of all deno- 
minations, and the Jew was fcarcely to be diftinguifh- 
ed from the Chriftian by any other mark but circum- 
cifion and baptifm. 

If we enquire into the civil government of Arabia, 
we fhall find, that befides certain countries, which held 
either under the Greek empire, or that of Perfia, Ara- 
bia had formerly enjoyed its particular lovereigns. Po- 
cock, in his notes upon Abul-Faragius, an Arabian 
author, and of the fed! of the Jacobites, has given us 
the names of thefe princes, but neither tells us the feat 
of their dominion, nor how long they reigned. And 
in the /event h century, in Mahomet’s time, we meet 
with no other fovereigns in Arabia Petraea, either in 
Mecca, or Medina, the two principal cities of that pro- 
vince, but the chiefs of each tribe, who were at the 
fame time the generals and magiflrates of thole little re- 
publicks. 

This multitude of chiefs, all independent on one 
another, and the great diverfity in worfhip and religi- 
on, made Mahomet think it a favourable juncture for 
putting his defigns in execution. The character that 
Elmacin hath drawn of him, may be leen in the be- 
ginning of this work a , but his condudt will paint it 
(till better. He was a man who thirfted after empire, 
and was greedy of pleafures ; of a fuperior genius; and 
who, either by his education or reflexion, law through 
all the ridiculous foppery of that multitude of deities 
which the people had fet up. Had he not been vain 
enough to pretend his holding an intimate correfpon- 
dence with God, by the miniftry of the angel Gabriel, 
the magiflrates had never driven him out of Mecca : 
but as he was for a<5liug an extraordinary part, and had 
neither a million nor miracles to authorize it, he was 
at lafl obliged to fupply the force he wanted in argu- 
ment by that of arms, to tflablifh his lyllem fword in 
hand, and to found it on a revelation, of which he 
himfelf was the minifler and the herald. 

In 
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In order therefore to fucceed in his fcheme*, he af- 
fociated with himlelf a learned Jew, born in Perfia, a 
rabbin in his fetft, whom Elmacin calls by the name 
of Salman. But the greateft alfiftance he received was 
from a Neftorian monk, called by the weftern hiftori- 
an? Sergius, and by the eaftern Bahira, an apoftate, 
who had been expelled his monaftery for his disorderly 
life. Such were the architects whom Mahomet em- 
ployed for erecting the new lyftem he projected. The 
Jew furnilhed him with various hiftories from the Old 
Teftament, blended with the chimeras and dreams of 
the Talmud, which Mahomet, in order to heighten 
the marvellous, pieced out with fome fabulous circum- 
ftances of his own invention, which are Hill to be feen 
in the Alcoran. The Neftorian monk, at the fame 
time, brought him acquainted with the nc w teftament, 
and the dilcipline of the church : Ail this he changed 
and corrupted with fables, which he borrowed from 
pfeudo-golpels and apocryphal books ; and 5 tis mani- 
feft from the Alcoran, that he was not unacquainted with 
the hiftory of the infancy of Jeius, and the family of 
the virgin Mary. 

Bu t whatever were the names of thole Jews and 
Chriftians who alfiftcd Mahomet in the forging of his 
Alcoran, his certain, that as this book contains lo ma- 
ny particularities of the Old and New Teftament, Ma- 
homet, who was born and bred a Pagan, and had liv- 
ed in idolatry till he was forty years old, and who, 
moreover, was fo illiterate, that he could neither write 
nor read, muft necelTanly have been directed in the 
compolition of the Alcoran, by fome Jew and bylome 
Chriftian, both of them learned in their religion, and 
who, upon the plan which he had formed, fupplied him 
with that infinite number of hiftorical facts and paftages 
which are fcattered up and down that work. 

Being foon after fupported by fome difciples, he no 
longer makes a fecret of his doctrine, but lets up pub- 
lickly for a preacher ; he tenders the Alcunts- to the 

people 

* Abdias BenfaJon. Cantat. Orat. i. contra Mahometam. trad. 
Fr. Ric. c, 6 & 13. Theoph. Zonaras fortalitium fidei. 1 . 4. 
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people as a divine book, which had been brought him 
from heaven ; and though be was wholly illiterate, as 
was before obferved, he yet recommends himfelf, and 
is followed for the purity of his language, for the turn 
and loftinefs of his expreflions, and for the care he 
took to imitate in the Alcoran, fometimes the fublime 
flyle of the beginning of Genefis, and fometimes the 
pathos of the prophets of the Old Teflament. 

If Moles relates that God faid, Let there be light, 
and there was light ; let the earth be made, and the 
earth was made ; Expreflions which a heathen philo- 
fopher, Longinus by name, had propofed as a model 
of the fublime, and which give fo fine a defeription of 
the power of the creator, and the obedience of the crea- 
ture; Mahomet, in imitation of the Jewifh legiflator, 
Ipeaking, in the chapter Houd, of the afTwaging of the 
waters, makes God (ay, Earth, fwallow up the waters ; 
heaven, take back thofe which thou haft fhowered 
down. I he waters immediately drew back, continues 
the falfe prophet ; the command of God was fulfilled, 
the ark refted upon the mountain, and a voice was 
heard from heaven, faying, Wo to the wicked. Such 
as undciftaud Arabick, agree, that Mahomet, as to ex- 
preffion, does not fall ery fhort of the beauty of the 
original which he endeavoured to imitate, and that 
his phrafes in particular are well chofen, and happily 
difpofed. Prideaux owns, that the Alcoran, with re- 
fpe£t to the flyle and purity of the language, is the mofl 
perfect model of any we have of the elegance of the 
Arabick tongue. That fal'e prophet was particularly 
confpicuous for brighrnels of thought, and particularly 
for drawing lively reprefentations and descriptions of 
the rewards and punifhments of the next life. Of all 
the various motives that have an influence on the mind 
of man, he fcarce made ufe of any but hope and fear. 

W hen he treated of paradile 1 , as he had to do with 
people who were feoreb’d with the burning rays of 
the fun, and dwelt under the torrid zone, he reprclent- 
cd that place of felicity, as a garden watered with foun- 
tains 
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tains and cooling liquors, and planted with trees that 
were ever green, and which bore delicious fruits in e- 
veryfeafbn. And for the fatisfadlion of ienfual and 
voluptuous men, in a country, where, as Ammianus 
Marcellinus relates, ’tis incredible to think with what 
greedinels both men and women abandon themfelves to 
Incredlbile ejl quo ardor e cipud eos in venerem 
uter que folvitur fexus : Mahomet, to draw them in, 
promifes the men, that the kernels of the fruit, they 
were to eat in paradife fhould be metamorpholed into 
fo many young girls divinely beautiful, and created on 
purpofe for their felicity ; and withal to gentle, 10 
complaifant, and fo fweet, that if but a drop of their 
fpittle was to fall into the lea, that alone would beluf- 
ficient to take away all its bitternefs ; and notwith- 
standing that they were to repeat frequently the duties 
of the marriage bed, they yet fhould remain ever vir- 
gins, without being ever mothers. 

If this dodhine flattered fenfual men b , foine old 
women, on the contrary, fancying their age excluded 
them from this place of pleafure, were very much a- 
larmed at it. One of them, as Lamay tells us, in his 
Lathaif, complained to the prophet about it, who told 
her for her comfort, that they would all rife again at 
the blooming age of fifteen, and in all the perfection, 
of beauty ; this was calculated for the fatisfadtion of the 
old and ugly, and accordingly did not fail to pleafe. 

Mahomet, as a contrail: to paradife, reprefents hell 
as a burning furnace, eternally covered and liirrounded 
with thick clouds, and an hot faltifh fmoke c . As 
for coolnefs, he makes the damned (wallow a blackifh 
ever-burning liquor, like melted pitch, which was to 
circulate in their veins ; and he allows thele unhappy 
wretches no fhude but from a certain tree which he 
calls Zacoum, the fruits of which, he told them, re- 
femble the heads of devils. W c may ealily perceive, 
notwithftanding their being fo clouded with fl&ions, 
that the fountains and dreams of Mahomet’s paradife 
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are borrowed from thefe words of feripture, “ Theele# 
“ (hall drink of pleafures as out of a river,” de torrents 
voluptatis potabh eos : and as to the young people who 
were to adminifter to their pleafures, all thofe'circum- 
ftances were formed upon the plan of the terreftial pa* 
radife which Cerinthus had drawn ; who maintained, 
that after the general re fur region, Jefus Chrift fhould 
reign on earth atjerufalemin Paleftine; that men fhould 
then have a full enjoyment of all the pleafures of which 
they fhould have deprived themfelves during their life- 
time, and that their wedding day fhould laft a thou- 
faud years. 

If we confult the bare text of the Alcoran, and take 
it in a literal fenfe, nothing can poffibly be more grofs 
than thefe promifes, which tend only to the gratificati- 
on of the fenfes. And indeed Mahomet perceiving, 
that this kind of felicity would not fatisfy men of un- 
dci {landing, he, in order to pleafe them, as well as 
the reft, adds, in the chapter entituled Jonas, that in 
thefe delightful gardens, the blefted fhould be incef- 
fanrly repeating thefe words, “ Thou art holy, O 
<i Lord our God, and eternal ; prai/e be to the Lord 
“ of all creatures.” And the Scheie Alalem cries out, 
<e Paradife, O Lord, is defirable only becaufe it gives 
<( us a fight of thee ; for without the fplendor of thy 

beauty? it would be irkfome to us which affords 
room to imagine, that thefe different deferiptions of 
the fenfual pleafures and corporeal pains of another life, 
were but fo many allegories with which Mahomet 
heightened his difeourfes ; a figure very frequently uf- 
ed by the eafterns, and which upon that account, is not 
always fo be taken in a literal fenfe, according to fome 
doctors of that fe<ft, who made a witty and devout 
Mufulman fay, (i O thou who invitefl me to enjoy the 
« delights of paradife, his not paradife that I feek, but 
6i only the face of him who created paradife,” 

\Vh atever care Mahomet might take to adapt the 
plan of his paradife to the different taftes of mankind, 
an undertaking of no little difficulty : and, moreover, as 
he was fenfible, that every thing relating to religion, 

which 
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which bears the character of novelty, is juflly fufpefl- 
ed, he declares in the Alcoran, that he does not lo 
much pretend to preach a new law, as to revive that 
which God had given to Adam and the firft men, and 
which was afterwards tranfinitted to Noah and his de- 
fcendants, down to Abraham and Ifbmacl their ancel- 
tors ; a law, fays he, more antient that either that of 
the Jew's, or of the Chriftians. He adds, that this law, 
notwithstanding its being drawn up by a divine hand, 
had been changed and corrupted by the luccelTors of 
patriarchs, who had banifhed the woifhip of the true 
God, and introduced in its dread that of images and i- 
dols, which they made the object of their religion ; 
that God, in order to bring mankind back into the 
paths of truth, had at firft lent them a great prophet 
called Moles, who had given them a new law in his 
name, and authoriled his million by the molt illuftrl- 
ous miracles ; but that the people of Ifrael, to whom 
he was lent, had, in procefs of lime, preferred human 
traditions before this holy law, and that that nation 
had relapfed feveral times into idolatry. 

That thefovereign creator of mankind had, at the 
time fixed by his eternal decrees, railed up a lecond^ 
prophet greater than Moles, called Jesus, the Ion of 
Mary, conceived, as he faid, by the breath of God, 
without a father, in the lame manner as Adam , and 
born of a mother who had always been a virgin : But 
notwithstanding this new prophet publilhed a law that 
breathed nothing but goodnefs and charity, and bad 
wrought furprifing miracles in the face otall Judea, in 
order to make it be received ; neverthelels, his milli- 
on, in fpite of all his miracles, had had no better fuc- 
cefs than that of Moles : that the priefts and pharnees 
had determined to put him to death, but that God, in 
the moment of his pafiion and execution, had fnatched 
him from the fury of his enemies, and taken him up 
into heaven ; another fabl-e, which he had borrowed 
partly from the notions of Cerinthus, Mahomet adds, 
that the Chriftians, after his afeenfion, had adulterated 
bis law to fuch a degree, that it was dtflroyed in a 
B b 2 manner 
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manner by falfe interpretations, and was no longer 
genuine. That, in fine, God had Tent him as his laft 
prophet, and greater than either .Males or Jefus, to 
purge religion of all the fables which men had intro- 
duced into it under the notion of traditions and my- 
fteries, and to unite them all in the fame belief, and in 
the oblervance of the lame law ; of which, he laid, he 
was no more than a minifter, and the bearer of the or- 
ders of heaven. 

’Twas from thete different principles that this art- 
ful impoftor framed his fyftem. The Jew had fur- 
iijfhed him with that of the exigence of one only 
God *, but without a multiplication of perfons : he for- 
bids exprefsly in the Alcoran, the aferibing cither 
lan or daughters to God ; and by this prohibition, he 
c ^eludes the three pretended goddelles of the idolatrous 
Arabs, and deftroys at the fame time the myftery of the 
trinity, and the merit of thepallion of our Saviour Chrift . 

One would think he had taken the firft principle of 
this unity of God from the words of Deuteronomy, 
where it is find , cc Hear, O Ifrael, our God is one/’ the 
lenfe of which he has altered by thefe Arabick words, 
la illachy ilLiuicb , there is no other God but God ; and 
in order to recommend his own million at the fame 
time, he adds, in the fame language, ou Mahammed 
refill l , and Mahomet is the mellenger of God : Other 
words which are manifeftly copied from thole we read 
in St.John’s gofpel, “ This is life eternal, to know thee 

the only true God, and Jefus Chrift, whom thou haft 
11 fent,” et quern mijifti filium . Mahomet, in order to 
draw in both Jews as well as Chriftians, borrowed fa<fts 
and pallages indifferently from the Old and New Tel- 
tament. 

’Twas out of complaifance for his countrymen in ge- 
neral, and for the Arabian Jews in particular, that he 

retained 

* Do you never confidcr that God is one, and has no pofterity? 
— BletTed be God who has no other fons or daughters than thofe 
good fouls who worlhip him, and keep his commandments. Ale. 
c . 37, towards the end. 
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retained the ufe of circumcifion, tho’ there is not any 
mention made of it in the Alcoran ; but that rite had 
been eflablijfhed for leveral ages among the greatest 
part of the Arabian? without diflintftion. 

Or 1 gen, who was at no great diflance from Ara- 
bia, relates, that all the Ifhmaelites who inhabit that 
country, get themlelves circumcifed when they come 
to be thirteen years old. St. Jerom 1 confirms the 
fame circumftance in his commentary upon Jeremiah. 
The great eh part, fays he, of thole people who inhabit 
round about Paleftine, obferve circumciiion, but chief- 
ly the Egyptians, the Edomites, the Ammonites, the 
Moabites, and all the country of the Saracens, who 
dwell in the deferts i. e. in the delerts of Arabia r 
Whence we may prefume, that religion was not the 
only motive for the eftablifhing of this curtom. 

Nevertheless, it is probable enough, that Maho- 
homet recommended circumciiion and abftinence from 
Twines flefh, and things ftrangled, merely out of com- 
plaifance to thejews, whom he had a mind to bring o- 
ver to his feCt ; but fome doctors of his religion have 
fince aliened, that the only reafon of his taking in cir- 
cumcifion was in order to enfure a better obiervance of 
the precept of cleanlinefs, which forbids the letting any 
urine fall on that part of the skin, which for that rea- 
fon they cut off. 

As for the ule of wine, Mahomet, in all probability 
forbid it only to heighten the perfection of his new law: 
perhaps too he was willing that his difciples fhould a- 
gree in that point with theRechabites b and Nazaritesof 
the old law, who never drank any intoxicating li- 
quors. Others pretend, that the foie motive of his pro- 
hibiting the ufe of wine, was in order to prevent thole- 
quarrels which frequently arile in the midfi: of good 
fellowfhip; not to mention, that in fo hot a country 
as Arabia, water and cooling liquors were perhaps 
more agreeable than wine. But I very much queftion 
whether this article of Mahomet’s law would have 
B b 3 done 

a Philocalia, c. 23. Hill. Ecclef. p. 103. chap. 10. 

k Jerem. c. 3;. 
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done him any lervice, had he begun his million with 
the people of the north. “ Abftain, fays this lawgi- 
“ ver to his dilciples, from wine, from playing at 
games of chance and chefs : thefe are inventions of 
the devil, to low hatred and divilion among them, 
€( to eftrange them from prayer, and hinder them 
from calling upon the name of God.” 

From the Chriftians Mahomet borrowed the fre- 
quent ule of prayer, which he fixed at five times eve- 
ry day, the practice of a Lent-faft, and the payment 
of the tithe of one’s pofielTions ; this, however, he or* 
dered to be applied for the relief of the poor. 

Though he had feverely condemned all manner of 
worfhip that was not immediately directed to the one 
only God, neverthelefs, that he might not wholly ali- 
enate the affections of the people of Mecca, and in or* 
der to engage them by motives of lelf-intereft, he made 
a particular precept, enjoining all Inch perfons as had 
fubltance and ftrength fufneient for the journey, to go 
on a pilgrimage to the great temple of .Mecca, after it 
fhould be cleaved ofidols : and he made this injuncti- 
on, becaufe the great relbrt of pilgrims brought great 
Turns of money into a country whole foil was barren. 
He next allowed, in favour of the Heathens, of a mif- 
taken kind of predefti nation, not unlike what the an- 
cients called fate, and taught, that if the fatal moment 
of a man’s death was not come, he would be asfafe in 
the midfl of a thoufand naked fwords pointed againd 
him, as if he was alone in his own houleand in bed : 
A principle which was afterwards of great advantage 
to his fuccelfors in their wars ; and in Ipite of the fear 
which danger naturally infpires, we have frequently 
feen Mahometan loldiers rulh chearfullyupon the fwords 
of their enemies, from a notion that they had nothing 
to dread on fuch an occafion, if they were not predefti- 
nated to die in it. (i ’Tis impolfible, lays Mahomet 
<i in the chapter Amram, for a perfon to die at any 
iC other time than that which is fixed and determined 
“ by the immutable decrees of God.” 


This 
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This artful mixture of various religions, and in 
which every one fancied he difcovered fome traces of 
his firffc belief, impofed upon a great many people ; and 
the infidious impoftor, in order to eftablifh his errors, 
borrowed from both Jews and Chriftians fome great 
truths, and in fome inftances the pra&ice of great virtues. 

As our divine Saviour has exprefsly recommended 
to us the doing good to thole that perfecute us, Ma- 
homet, to imitate him, at the end of the chapter Aaraf 
exp relies himlelf thus, “ Do good to all and the au- 
thor of Kefchef, one of his commentators, relates, that 
Mahomet, upon receiving this precept from the angel 
Gabriel, ask’d him the meaning of it, upon which the 
angel made him this comment : (i Court him who 
u drives you from him ; give to him who has taken 
iC from you ; pardon him who offends you ; for God 
“ will have you fbw the feeds of the greatefl virtues 
u in your fouls.” 

The article wherein he chiefly differed from the pu- 
rity of the Chriftian religion, was that of polygamy, 
and the plurality of wives ; but it was already efta- 
blifhed among the Jews and idolatrous Arabs ; fo that 
be allowed his difciples to marry four lawful wives at 
the fame time a ; and as the legiflator did not think 
himfelf obliged to fubmit to a law of his own making, 
he married at leaf! fifteen, and, as other fay, one and 
twenty wives. ’Twas his favourite paflion, and he 
himlelf does not fcruple to own it; he declares b , that 
he was not affeded by any kind of pleafure, but that 
which arofe from grateful odours, and the commerce 
of beautiful women. Deus pofuit delettaticnem meai?i 
in f avibus odoribu.s et in mulicribus ; as is related by 
the learned Maracci, confefTor to pope Innocent II. the 
laft and moft exa< 5 t tranflator of the Alcoran. 

However, notwithftanding all the complaifance 
Mahomet had for his own. inclinations, and for thofe 
of his fello w citizens, he yet met with a flrong oppo- 
fition from themagiftrates of Mecca, and the chief men 
of his tribe. ’Tis plain from the twenty-fifth chapter 

of 
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of the Alcoran*, that they treated him publickly as an 
impoftor, and that the generality of the Koraihites de- 
clared aloud, that his book was no more than a tex- 
ture of fables of his own invention, or forged by the 
help of other impodors ; and in the fifteenth chapter 
he points out particularly the perlon who was fufpeCt- 
ed to be the author of it : “ I know, fays he, (peaking 
« ofhimlelf, ’twill be faid, that a certain perfon has 
u taught me the Alcoran ; but he whom they pretend 
“ to be the fecret author of it, is a Perfian by birth, 
“ and fpeaks the language ofPerlia, whereas the Al- 
“ coran is mitten in Arabic, and is full of indruCtion 
< l and eloquence.” The cunning impodor, that his 
performance might not be afcribed to another, em- 
ployed only two foreigners to aflift him in compiling it, 
the one a Greek, and the other a Perfian, neither of 
whom fcarce underftood Arabic : moreover, his pre- 
tended, that he, in order to get rid of a troubldome 
witnefs, afterwards got thefird, who had had the great - 
ed hand in it, to be privately difpatched. 

What troubled him mod, was, that the mod fen- 
dble part of the inhabitants of Mecca required him to 
fhew fome warrant for his new doCtrine b , and to au- 
thorize it by miracles, the mod authentic credentials 
a prophet can have. Mofcs, faid they, Jefus Chrift, 
and other prophets, worked, by your own confeffion, 
the mod glorious miracles to prove their million ; why 
then do not you, if you are a prophet, and greater than 
they, work the like ? 

Mahomet, in order to get clear of fo home an ob- 
jection, turned and winded on all fides c . One while he 
told them, that as miracles came from the almighty 
hand of God, men could not know the time when he 
had determined to work them ; another while he re- 
proached them, that though they fhould lee miracles, 
they yet would not be converted ; and at other times 


* Ale. c. 15, 37, 81. 

b Theophanes Zonaras, Ricardi confutatio Mahom. c. 13* 
Cantacuzen. orat. 1. contra Mahomet, 
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be faid that his million extended no farther than to 
preach to them the word of God, fuch as he had re- 
ceived it from the angel Gabriel*, and added, that 
there could not be a greater miracle than the Alcoran 
itfelfj which was fo perfedt in all its parts, that it could 
not pofhbly be the work of themofl learned men, nor 
even of the devils themlelves, much lefs could it have 
been compofed by an illiterate man like himfelf, who 
could neither write nor read. 

But the magifl rates of Mecca would not take up 
with fuch idle reafons b , in which the impoflor was for 
having the point in queflion taken for granted, and 
moreover, fufpedting that he had more ambitious de- 
figns in view, and that he had a mind to ufurp the 
government of his country, they banifhed him as a 
feditious perfon, and forced him to leave Mecca. 

Mahomet now faw plainly, that he fhould never 
be able to execute his ambitious projects by perfuafi- 
cn only, and therefore refolved to have recourfe to 
arms ; and to authorife this ftep, he did not fail, as u- 
fual, to call in heaven to his adi fiance. Immediately 
he gave out among his difciples c , that the angel Gabri- 
el had brought him a (word from almighty God, with 
orders to fubdue by the force of arms all fuch as fhould 
refufe to embrace his dodtrine. 

He began this religious war by plundering the ca- 
ravans ; when booty, fo grateful to the Arabs, loon 
brought great numbers of them under his ftandard : 
Being thus reinforced, he ravages the open country, 
furprizes caflles, takes towns, and after having for feme 
time pradtifed the trade of robbery, he learned inlenfl- 
bly the art of conquering. 

We need not fearch for any other reafon to account 
for the furprifing progrefs this fedt made in fo little 
time in Arabia ; which if Mahomet could but have 
forefeen, he -would in all probability have fpared him- 
felf the trouble of forging fo many revelations, and fit* 

ting 
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ting together the various pieces he borrowed from the 
Jewifh and Chiiftian religions. ’Tis well known, that 
he, in lefs than eleven years time, made himfelfma- 
fter of the greateft part of the three Arabias. The 
fuccefs of his arms exceeded his fir ft projedls, and for- 
tune carried him to greater lengths than he had even 
dared to hope. But as his wars, his conquefts, and 
thole of his fuccefTors, are foreign to myfubjedl, I (hall 
only obferve, that he united the priefthood to the em- 
pire ; that his difciples were his firft fubjedts ; that he 
forced the reft by violence to fubmit to him ; that his 
arms were the foundation of his new religion, and that 
he in all probability might have taken them up only in 
older to eftablifh it with greater difpatch. His fuccef- 
fors made ufe of the fame pretext to (eize on Ada, Afri- 
ca, and a part of Europe j and whither would they 
not have extended their conquefts, had not God railed 
up the intrepid courage of the knights of St. John of 
Jerufalem, to make head againft them ? thofe knights, 

I fay, who for feveral ages have (erved as a bulwark to 
all Chriftendom. The Arabians were the firft people 
of Alia that embraced the religion of Mahomet ; (bine 
of thefe, out of fear of his power, others carried away 
and infedled by example, many feduced by the lure of 
pleafures ; nor were there wanting others who were 
charmed with his eloquence, and certain pathetical ex- 
preftions which dropped from him in his fermons, or 
in various places of the Alcoran. 

We there indeed meet with noble and lofty expref- 
fions upon the majefty, the power, and the goodnefs 
of God, as well as on the ingratitude of men ; but all 
his difcourles on the(e fubjedtsare without proofs, with- 
out coherence, order, or connexion ; and one may eall- 
ly perceive, that what they call the Alcoran, or the 
book by way of eminence, to (peak after the Arabians-, 
is no more than the work of a mere fophifter and de- 
claimer. 

One cannot even fay that this work is one continu- 
ed difeourfe, and made at the fame time ; for we there 
meet with feveral variations and alterations, according 
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as Us author was actuated by new paflions, or engaged 
by new interefts. In the fourth chapter, any tnan is 
exprefsly forbid to marry the wife of another, during 
the lifetime of the latter; but unluckily Mahomet cads 
his eyes uponZainab, the wife of Zaib, his freed man; 
he liked her, and in order to have her for himfelf, he 
bellowed extraordinary favours upon his late Have, that 
fo he might engage him to divorce her, which being 
done, he immediately marries her. This fcandalous 
compact between the mailer and his lervant, highly of- 
fended the greatell pait of his followers ; but to lilence 
their complaints, notwiihdanding it contrad'nfls the 
law which he himlelf had preached, he publi flies an 
addition to the thirty-third chapter of the Alcoran, 
wherein God declares, that he had married Zainab’ to 
Mahomet ; a declaration which put that woman, who 
was not a little proud of the revelation, upon intuiting 
the red of the prophet’s wive’, and upon claiminga pre- 
cedency, by virtue of her having been married by an 
exprefs order from heaven, whereas none but men 
had been concerned in the marriages of her rivals. 

This falte prophet, befides all thofe wives, who 
compofed his leraglio, had like ways in his family a 
young female Have of exquifite beauty, of about fifteen 
years of age, called Mary, an Egyptian by birth, and 
a Chridian. We are told, that the governor of Egypt 
had made a pretent of her to Mahomet. Immediately 
our prophet falls in love with her, and is catched by 
two of his wives in a criminal commerce with her. 
Thefe do net fail to make a great dir about it, but as 
it might prejudice his reputation, heaven comes in im- 
mediately to his ailidance, and by a new revelation, 
which we find in the fixty-fixth chapter, God allows 
Mahomet, and all Mufulmen whatever, to cohabite with 
their Haves, in fpite of their wives *. “ O prophet, for 
iC thus Mahomet makes God fay, why dod thou, for 
iC fear of difobliging thy wives, deny thyfelf the plea- 
<c fure which God has granted thee The impious 
wretch begins with committing the crime, and then 

war- 
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warrants it by a pretended dilpenfation from heaven. 
The only reafon of my fele&ing thele two examples 
from a great number of others, was to (hew, that there 
are in the Alcoran, in that very book which the Ma- 
hometans tell us came down from the throne of God, 
feveral oppofite and contradictory articles, and which 
are computed to amount to near one hundred and fif- 
ty. The Mahometans endeavour to evade this objec- 
tion, by faying, that God having thought proper to 
abrogate certain articles, was afterwards pleafed to fub- 
liitute others in their Head ; but we may obferve, that 
both thele palfages are not only preferved in the text, 
but that that article which is fubfiituted is often plac- 
ed, before the other which was to be difantilled ; 
which occafions aflrange confufion, unlefs they, in or- 
der to account for this tranlpofition, fliould tell us, that 
that was owing to the Alcoran’s having been written 
upon loofe leaves, which antiently were never Hitched 
together in order, but rolled upon one another, which 
for that reafon, might occalion the tranlpofition of fe- 
veral- chapters.' 

After Mahomet’s death, Abu-Beker his father-in- 
law and fuccelTor, collected thele loofe leaves toge- 
ther, put them into what he thought a proper order ; 
and after confuhing fuch of Mahomet’s difeipies as 
had attended with greateft affiduity upon his difeour- 
fes. he made a collection of them, which he afterwards 
left in the culhxty of Haphla, daughter to Omar, and 
one of the furviving wives of that prophet. 

Yet notwithfianding this precaution, feveral copies 
cf this book were fpread up and down the provinces, 
very different from one another. The people of Hyer- 
ak-Araly, which is the antient Chaldea, together with 
the Syrians, maintained, that their copies, though con- 
tradictory to one another in feveral palfages, were ne- 
verthelefs the only authentic ones. Thefe dilbures o- 
bliged the caliph Othman, the third fuccelfoi to Ma- 
homet, to confult the original of Abu-Beker, if we 
may give that name to a book which he himfelf had 
compofed, and in which he had added and razed 

what- 
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whatever he thought proper, and this upon the infor- 
mation of perfons, who ho ailed their having regained, 
by ftrength of memory, moil; of the paffages of the Al- 
coran from Mahomet’s difcourfes. Othman, however, 
canted feveral copies to be made of it, and difhibuted 
them up and down the Mahometan provinces, and or- 
dered all the other copies which fell into his hands to 
be burnt as fpuiieus. 

And yet, notwhhftanding that the Alcoran was re- 
viled in this manner, and though it has palled through 
lo many hands, in order to its being corrected, there 
were neverthelefs whole nations who could not be pre- 
vailed with to receive lonie furats or chapters in it as 
canonical, which they fufpefted were no more than fb 
many interpolations of the rev iters. The Perlians, the 
Indians, the inhabitants of the coafl of Coromandel, 
and the other followers of Ali, reject leveral veites as 
apocryphal, which the Turks receive as canonical ; for 
which reafon they have given them the name of 3 ,:hit- 
tes; whereas the Turks, the inhabitants of Mogul, 
the Arabians, and the Afiicans, who A llow the doc- 
trine or comment of Abu-Beker. and look upon them- 
felver as the only orthodox, take upon themtelvcs the 
name ofSonnites. But abating this, all of there have 
fo profound a veneration forthis book, that it falls very 
fhort of idolatry. Some of them ever carry leveral 
verfes, and fometimes whole chapters ofit about them, 
as an infallible prefervative agairfl all the accidents of 
life; and their princes and great men emieh the cover 
of their Alcoran with pearls and diamonds. 

Tavernier relates in his voyages', that the great 
Mogul lent in his time a copy of it to Mecca, the co- 
ver of which was valued at twel e Lunched thouland 
livres, and that there was in the middle ofit a diamond, 
which alone weighed a hundred and three carats. 
Such is the veneration the inSdels hare for this book, 
though fluffed with fictions ; fb true is it, that falfe- 
hood, when drelfed with an air of fbmetlvng marc el- 
lous, is very apt to allure the minds of men ; a. ‘he 
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lame time that we negleft the reading of our holy 
books, the /acred depo/itory of revealed truths, and 
wherein we meet, and that with much more certainty 
than in the Alcoran, an undoubted hi/lory of the firth 
ages of the world, wife maxims for the conduft of this 
life, and infallible promifes, and the molt undoubted 
aflurances with regard to eternity. 


The End of the Difcourfe on the Alcoran, and VoL 
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